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E Editor, The News Leader:

I am writing this in answer to

a letter to the editor entitled
M Students Want Free-
dom At South Dade” which ap-
peared in last Monday’s edition

of The News Leader.

m'e is no real controversy
at South Dade, only a small
group of students who demand
an immediate change. In most
cases there are those who will
work constructively for change
and still others who will merely
demand change and let others
work for 1t

*

%UE today is whether
slogans should be
changed, The principle is whe-

a small group of students
ce change without consult-
le majority of students.

! ‘durmg the Civil War
; the principle was

: group of states and
the felhﬁl government should
impose something on another
group of states.

The Negro students should
rout ‘&s we are of the
"’il!éy did to help build a
South that was' an agricultural
giant and the center of the cot-
ton industry in the world at
that time.

The slayes were not worth-
less but were treated well by
their owners who placed a high
investment in their labor. Of
course there gere some wl::_
w ghexr aves, just as
I work for a
; ~while others

& Mays®

ays HJgh School, the prime
ol target in South Dade for
s and vandals, was hit

/H e Econozmcs room ais

®4¢ Soufh Dade I

cling to the past and waWh tb@
world go by :

IF THERE is any opprm
at South Dade High it is the
fact th;t some students are op-

ressed by their own th«%ts’ ughts.
1\)Vhen the members of

talk of freedom at South Dade
they know that there is plenty
of it if only they really wanted
to take advantage of it. What
they must be asking for is free-
dom from authority.

I would favor renaming South
Dade High to H. Rap Brown
High as suggested in the let-
ter, but only if all the students
at South Dade were consulted
and a majority desired such &a
change

1t is about time the m
of SOUL climb out of their
and start getting into the. sy
of things and make an”
ment in their high schoal, - i
long as they want to continue
attending §outh. Datie

ACTUALLY T am proud of
SOUL because ‘as they T
against conformity they gltn-
matically became Rebels.
congratulations, Rebels, and
now maybe you can start ‘work-
ing along with us.

However, if the members of
SOUL wish “to continue making
demands during the following
school year.I hope they will be
a little quieter so I can concen-
trate on my studies.

ﬁ‘ '1.' UT)

7
B

Musw

- Makers Gone

the thieves mrsened the band

room by kn a hole im
::lhe glass pane of the frgnt
00r.

Several mus::cal instruments
were smashed and ‘were found
in the room,

Also entered was the room
where the band uniforms are
kept.  Uniforms were discove
ered strewn over the floor. 'l‘hq

 She Stayed

Editor, The News Leader:

* This letter is espemally for
the South Dade Rebels. For

 weeks now every time I read

The News Leader the first word
I see is SOUL.

I am a 1968 high school grad-
uate. And I can truly say that
when my alma mater was sung
I could really sing it with a true
and dedicated meaning behind
It‘ ¥ * *

THIS IS the type school song
the Negro of South Dade would
like to sing.

1 was proud of my school and
flag and racial problems we
did not have, I suppose that’s
because our school was not in-

owever, if I had a choice to
take a side between SOUL and
the Rebels I would pick SOUL
and here’s why. Regardless of
race, we as human beings have
feelings. South Dade is mostly
white and the Negro naturally
feels like an outsider; and last
but not least in every barrel
there is a bad apple.
How would you feel in a ma-
]orlty Negro school and you're
going to class and some kid
yells “Cracker go home.” I
once felt that I was being de-
prived of something by not
transferring to a white school
and now 1 know what

| wouw have been depriv

ed of being called dirty nar
deprived of being treated eq
deprived of pa

knowing what it’s like fo
camus queen. :

And you know I’
deprived of those .,

At my school I was well |
as “Dear Gator”
umnist of the Mays G
opinion was respe
ple took my advice
the members of SO
that it might helg
this: “If you can’
join them.”

But I'm sure you y
er die. But my sayi
ver stay where you
ed.” You are the
South Dade and for
son and ot}lers‘you'

BUT TO those R
South Dade who too!
Rebel for what it m
ancestors, I say this:

“There is a desti
makes blacks and
brothers. No man g
alone, for all that
into the lives of other
come back in the life"

S
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; By SHARON TYLER

’* © Herald Writer i
A whlte flag lettered “Nigger, Go Home,” fluttere
‘the flagpole of South Dade High School as students
there Friday morning. !

 Impaled on a splke at the top of the pole was
I

Otis Wallace 16 a senior who heads the Studen
zatlon for Unity and Liberty (SOUL) said he tried
pole to haul the flag and effxgy down, but foun
coated with grease.

S0 Wallacg said e notified pnucipnl Wﬂﬂ
jrgnt badk outside to lower the white flag.

4] butned 1t,” he said later, pomtmg to a pile of
Wallace and a school custodlan raxsed the Ame ToF

ved.
Some South Dade Negro students in recent w
_complained about the’ nickname of the 'school’s
‘teams — “Rebels.” But no one was saying whetﬁer»
pk.nything to do with the effigy.

Princlpal Wilson, School Board security man Jol
d three members of SOUL met later in Wilson’s offic

Sb
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Has A Vozce Of Its Own

Editor, The News Leader:

I have seen the issue con-
cerning blacks and whites of-
ten discussed in this paper, but
until I read the article signed
“A Senior Citizen” I was re-

- luetant to express my views.

We have been represented by
our elders for so long that the
public had failed to realize that
the black youth has a voice of
its own. And I might add a

very powerful one.
. W ® *

MAYBE THE only issue of
the Civil War was not slavery,
jus® as the enly issue with SOUL
ie not to change the name of
Rebels. But the fact is slavery
did exist and the slave holders
fought under the name “Reb-
els.”

We are proud of our heritage
but, tell me, would you be proud
of the fact that you have the
name of a former master?

Could you accept someone

else’s language and culture
without feeling hatred?

No, you could not, because
yeu have said that you do not
want us (the black people)

“erammed down your throat.”

Well, just remember, the South-

~ern whites crammed them-

selves down our throats and
we have just begun to cough
them and their culture back up
in an effort to attain our own.

As for the blacks being treat-

_ed like spoiled children, can

you blame them for feeling nh
you owe them something.

ter all if you just had to pay
our ancestors for their years of
work without pay there
wouldn’t be any white Ameri-
ca.
* ] £l

. Concerning  violence, the
black youth has realized that
this world was built on vio-
lence. Maybe they feel that the

R

only way to survive in a world

of violence is to “do on to oth-

ers as they dc on to you.”

Yes, long live our -country.
And as long as it lives blacks
will fight for honor and respect,
justice and liberty, all that
which is long overdue.

%7—SOUTH DADE

TR

Rebel Tag Hurts,
Needs Changing

Editor, The News Leader:

As a black South Dade stu-
dent, a member of the human
race, and a United States citi-
zen, I would like to voice my
opinion on the racial controver-
sy at South Dade High.

I have tried to look at both
sides of the story with an open
mind and have concluded that
the whites value tradition over
personal feelings.

% »* *

BLACKS ARE usually look-
ed upon as a rioting, wild group
of people. Everyone fails to
notice that wherever there is a
riot there is a cause. I think
that SOUL should be commend-
ed on its proper way of hand-
ling the situation by organizing,

Every day I read in the
newspapers of someone asking
SOUL to wait, T think that the
trouble with the black society
today is that we have already
waited too long.

People come from Germany,
Russia, Cuba and everywhere
eise and have more freedom in
the United States than the
black man. The only thing the
whites can possibly have
against the black man is his
color, and yet whites lie in the

sun five hours a day trying to

I don’t see how the whites
can say all they care about is
tradition and not how this name
hurts others. You are asking
us to go to this school and be
offended and hurt only because
of a tradition.

A society that lives off the
past is a sick society. The
Civil War was a lost cause for
the Rebels. Why can’t these
present day Rebels hang it up.

® * *® *

THE WHITE students say
they don’t have slavery and the
Confederacy on their minds
when they sing “Dixie” an
wave the Confederate fla
After saying this they contra-
dict themselves by sayi
changin the name won’t
change tke minds of the whites.

I don’t see why it is so hard
for South Dade to get a name
that’s mnot discriminatory to
either whites or blacks. As
leng as the Rebel name stays
at South Dade it will serve as
a racial dividing line.

]

Why does South Dade have to
be so different? Other schools«
have good cheering names that"
all the students are proud of.

In order for South Dade to
be anything we must all re-:

spect each other’s fegﬁngs; g

~ MAE BELLE WALLACE

~3
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Editor, The News Leader:

As a parent and interested
citizen I have been reading the
letters of the past few weeks
regarding the name of the South
Dade Rebels with some amuse-
ment and with some anger.

First of all, nothing has or
ever will be accomplished to
anyone’s satisfaction by the
word “demand.” Webster’s
New World Dictionary defines
the word demand: to ask for as
a right or as a* need.

*® *®

SO IT WOULD seem that the
members of SOUL feel that they
- have the need or right to ask
that the word “Rebel” be
changed. So the question that
ccmes to mind is: If the name
is changed, what really will
have been accomplished?

Will it really change any -
thing? Remember -now this
was done by demand. Will you
as members of SOUL be filled
with pride because you forced
an issue and won? Will you see

word demand can do?

respéct in your fellow sh?y :
eyes or will you see what the

Will you see the recognition

you so desire and feel the pride
of having done a good job be-

cause you earned that right,
as every student must, or will
yeu see contempt and bitter-
ness because you demanded it?

This is ~something to be
- thought about very deeply and
earnestly. For no one has the
right to ask of others what they
themselves cannot give. Surely
there is nothing so rewarding
‘to any person regardless of
race, creed or religion than to
know the momentous feeling of
self accomplishment of stand-
ing on your own merit.
* * *
CERTAINLY IN these times
the word (rebel) is appropriate.
Ou world affairs, our country
:;g. yes, gll?;r pepglie are liv-
ing in a rebellious period where
changes are being made and

; ¢ m ali’ds, Bi -

for you the past few years mar-
vellous strides have been
made.

But strides that have been
performed through wisdom and
foresight, not with demands.

Rebel is surely a word that
has harsh meanings, all the
more reason fo keep it and
make a new meaning, one of
pride and achievement, of
school spirit and determination

to make South Dade Rebels the

best school in the South.

We need this and so do‘m.

'So let’s walk forward, not back-
ward, as South Dade Rebels.

MRS CARL IVEY

Nothing Won
Without Try
- k 3 ‘l

Editor, The News Leader: j
Let’s end this apparently ne-
ven-ending debate in your pa
per over Souls and non-Smﬂsg.l
one simple statement. - \

No one ever won anythilig by
non-participation. i

SOUL says they are discrim'?
“inated against, not listened to,
and as a result will not parti-
cipate ir. any sports, band or
extra - curricular activity at
South Dade as an apparent pro-
test movement.

|
" 1f they really believe in what
they say the only way to p!

it is through participation. Non-
participation is nothing but pre-
admission of defeat and the
lack of foresight on how to gain
recognition. w

~They don’t meed demonstra-
tions, violence, or rioting, but
simply willingness to partiei-

pate. - - s
...GENE BURNETT

A meeting has been called to-
night to orgauwize parents —

. black and white — to demand

equal treatment for all stu-
dents at South Dade High
School and to force the school
‘administration to adhere to
and enforce school rules.
The meeting will be held at
Harries Field, Homestead, ab
7:30 p.m, today. It is open to
any interested person, regard-
less of race, creed, color or na-
tional origin. ‘-
“Parents are going to be sur-
prised — and shocked — at
what has been going on- at
South Dade,” said Jack Levy.
Levy is one of a group of
_ about 30 parents who have been
meeting informally to seek a

solution to problems that have

fostered racial dissension  at
the high school. A

They have been conferring
‘with school officials at
school, district and county lev-
el, and will report the resull
&t tonight’s meeting. Pl
~ Homestead Mayor William
Dickinson, who met yesterday
with School Superintendent Ed-
ward Whigham, said he be-
lieves the school board is

~aware of racial tension at-

~ South Dade and is ducking its
- responsibility and “trying fo
make the community a fall
gy when it erupts.”

. He charged that administra-
fors are ‘“hiding under a desk
and expecting the problem to
go away,” and that faculty and
‘county school security people
“are lying to you when they
deny that incidents are happen-
ing — incidents that we have
seen — that have taken place

pt}

within a few feet of the princi-

pal’s office.” ;

Dickinson said trouble: be-
tween the races is only a symp-
tom — the basic problem is
the school system’s failure to
enfore its own rules.

The original group of parents
met last night and called to-
(Continued on Page 3)
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. Rebel Bannef 'Need Not
/ Divy . Whites, Blacks

Editor, The Newsw

I am a member of the stu-
dent body attending South Dade
this year. I believe there is
much to be proud of, but much

rk to be done on the part of

- all students. I am the Eastern

Distriet Luther League Presi-
dent, a body which represents
‘the youth throughout the East-
ern U.S. and part of Canada.
The orgznization represents all
young people in the American
‘Lutheran Church.
* Ed *

ONE THING left cut in this
community problem, I believe,
is faith. I think we need a com-
bined faith in each other as
Americans, instead of races.

I find the youth throughout
the American Lutheran Church,
both white and black, are con-
cerned about today’s social
problems. Through the church
they realize there is hope, not
distrust; workable sclutions,
not fear; and faith, not revolt.

To the white youth I present
this question: Have we ly
begun to care about cur black
American, or have we pushed
the issue off by saying, yes, we
care, but just don’t want fo get
involved. e

* * * i

TO THE BLACK youth I ask:
Is it fitting to create crganiza-
tions to solve problems if those
organizations are created in
races? :

Problems must be worked
out together, not as white or
black, but as fellow men, fel-
low werkers. We must not for-
get, we are created together in
one image. I implore each of
us to search, and te find a door
to a relationship with ourselves,
as a group of youths, related in
a cause, and that cause being
peace. I present this question
te those uncommitted persons
who have said nothing concern-
ing this issue. Are we gaining-
.anything by your -silence? I

- - -

»

I BELIEVE that we need
faith, the kind that Jesus Christ
had. The kind that brought
men of all vecations, and all
walks of life together for Him.

Where is that sense of unity to-

day? Have we left unity out
and forced childish aims to
cause our divorce with a one-
ness which can be shared to-
gether?

] am proud to be a young

persen living in this time and -

era. I am proud of the hones-
ty of the youth through this na-
tion. But I am cencerned for

our future, I am concerned for

our faith in each other. Where

" is our united power?

‘We can not stand in a world
or nation like this as groups ¢r
races, but rather as members
of a united oneness. We must
talk, and walk, and openly dis-
cuss and create & society

for our lives and hopes, and a

world able to stand in Christ

Jesus.

Where is our Faith in God?
Where is our trust in His guid-
ing hand? Let's get together
and let the weorld know we as

youth are not divided as races,
but united through One who
carried a cress for us.

3 #* )‘ &

SOUTH DADE has an issue.
But in the world they need us
even greater. Where is our
unity so that we may put away
childish dreams, and join in the
fight for freedom and demecra-
cy for all? Let us put away
such small dreams and forget
that the word Rebel is offen-
sive. I believe it is a fitting
memerial for those who have
died for, and are presently liv-
ing for, a nation as great and
strong, as our nation is.

1 believe we as a unity greup
could be proud of the name
South Dade Rebels just for the
plain fact tha* we stand up for
causes and things which seem
so right for us.

Yes, Rebels for peace and

the to do as we see fit as

a nat ‘Jesus Christ was

very much a Rebel in His time,

so can we Rebel for the great
power and freedom of Demo-

- cracy. But, first we must join

forces. It is time fer regroup-
ing, = regrouping as not in rac-
es but, rather throughout rac-

es.

The first step is communica-
tion. We must be willing to
communicate with each other.
Can we manage to love each
other, rather than hate? Can
we find peacc with our like-
ness, rather than war with cur
colors? I think the Almighty
God, who has created us in His
image, is frying to tell us
something, but are we listen-
ing?

Let us as ycuth and adult, as
laborer and as people in the
grac: of God learn to face is-
sues by the word love. Have
we learned how to love?

MIKF JACKSON -
President, Eastern District

o
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mu.‘ The News Leader:

I'n. a South Dade senior and
I'm writing to comment on the
display by the white students
given at the sophomore orien-
tation, Whoever the fools were
- to meke up the sign “Nigger
- Home” and the lovely,
black and beautiful dol] will be
‘the first to leave South Dade
because only black and white
S go to school at

‘ﬂbade. The only niggers Tl
- Should Name Be Dro
- To Satisfv

there are the ones who don’t
have the guts and the commo

sense to come out in the
gny what he or she

E * * * !

M GETTING fed up with
all the talk about Rebel nm
tion from the white |
Who say that it hag no link
wapw- The recent - ‘.
play really shows the eju-

It has been said that he
Civil War is over and the teb- |
els lost, and that alj of is

forgotten but not by the black,
If all the feelings have disap
peared why can’t all these tra-

- and symbols disappear

The  black students have |
worked fo be an important part
of the school and some of us
mmnl;ut this was only .

a ‘ basis.  When 3 ;
black student had finished a
task we were put back on |
shelf like a kitchen utens;
without award or sign of
appreciation. "

#* %* *

THE BLACK students at
- South Dade don’t plan on
used anymore untij the

5 and symbolg
- thrown out for good, We
been treated unfairly through-
out 1967-68 and we're tired of
being pushed around by the

are

" SOUL Me

J

- Ry
— R .

that the whites dislike SOUL
and the blacks dislike Rebel.
Well, it is like this: SOUL and
Rebel have nothing to do with
each other. Black students at
South Dade have seen thou-
sands of times the whiteg try-
ing to have Soul: dances,
slangs. hand shakes and claps,
but never a black trying to
become a Rebe],

ﬂnﬁaﬂ who wrote a let-

o

Editor, The News Leader:

I not cnly ttilisagree wlthauﬁgg
members of the group c
SOUL (which is an outlaw or-
ganization) but do not see what
they are complaining about,

It seems as if all of these
ware trying to hinder,
and not help. We are taught
% things in life, but today
ali SOUL wants to do is to start
some type of trouble. This

- could have started over the

way you part your hair; it
would have made just as much

S, o _ﬁ) * e
!,i‘HE members of SOUL
are so proud of their heritage,
why do they not try and help in-
stead of hollering about the
Rebels. To me, it seems
as if they are the Rebels in this

The Band cf South Dade (Re-
mwas not allowed to play

as it might offend the
@ﬂl has -heeo m;]a:
not want to be by this

er Clai

te: to the editer about the
black students not ting
the Alma Mater and w

out of pep rallieg fm
mention that more white stu-
dents walk out and dom’t at-
tend pep rallies than blacks.

These traditions and

should be abolished so that ey-
eryone would like to take part

~ in something that everyone of

the student body could enjoy.

-+.S0UL

pped
A Minority?

awful name. gl

This is what makes the peo-
ple all ever the country won-
der what these people want.
They have no consistency in
their line of thought.

As far as is known, no o
asked these people to
South Dade; they were the
ones who wanted to attend the
school. They knew the

the school before. tnrm
we destroy something for cucl
a few? If tradition S0
much to this
do they not follow
tradition? S G

THE COMPLAINT about co-

Sound Thi
 Editor, The News Lead

Thanks for your fine
ial, “Community Dam:
Rebel Controversy.”

If your sound, sane al
W’aken by students,

lor on the football team
back to an old' saying, “All
work and no play makes Jac
a dull boy.” Why not work for
a position and then play.
As far as the coaches picking
the Quarterback at Sout!
Dade, it seems as if their g
lection was excellent, as :
SERSS
presently raging around
'th Dade Is, 1
lary definition of “reby
~“a person who openly
; ity or opposes a

trol; to resist authort
T L ‘eter




s T 1 e
pile of letters to the editor on my
desk, 99 per cent and maybe a little
higher all having to do with the ram-
ifications of the Rebel flag in one
way or another.

he controversy has sent me to
the library in search of books on the
Civil War and books on whatever
ess the black man and the white

man have made since that happen-

- —But never in these literary tra-
vels have I crossed paths with any
levity on the subject, and the matter
has not been unlike acting as a pall-
bearer to someone you were weary

of .anyhow. e g

'WE KEEP thinking, however,
that maybe the writers have written .
th?r souls out on this Rebel matter
and both sides will sit down together
in exhaustion and let the whole thing
die g decent death. After that, hope-
mily, all concerned might take up

o matter of studying history rath-
* than rehashing it. =

“This morning’s mail, however, did

trick. I knew there had to be one

I out there who could put this,

other matters, into lighter per-

tive. Obviously the writer has

« pouting and stewing in silence

this time when he should have
‘n writing *letteis. ngever o

[

JQEAR MR. EDITOR of the Paper:

How dare you print letters from
people who ain’t the Right type, sir?
Any school near South Dixie High-
way should bear a5 name befitting
that Great Road.

When I see the Rebels’ team
teeming onto the field, and that Dix-
ie Flag waving in the smoke from
Turkey Point and hear the song of
that Old Gray Army, I ain’t goin’ to
‘change to no name but WASPS
(White, Anglo - Saxon, Protestant,
Sciolist.) ‘

Name Withheld as a matter of

life and death,; :

3

Dear Mr. Editor of the Paper:
hat an election year!
Hilarious Humphrey, Noxious Nix-
on, or Wierd Wallace.
j f Sorrowful SOULS or the Rabid

_ Rebels.
~ Let’s take our voting time off
from work, tune in on furious foot-
ball and drink a deserved draught.
- Now there is a challenging choice—
Il call or relax, transportation or
tranquility, test or rest.
_ May the worst man win; he usual-

*To : Investigat
SD Complaints

to investigate the complaints
of any student, teacher or par-

organized Friday in a move to|
demand strict enforcement of

[‘om regard te race.
Nucleus of the large parent

demand of a group of black

Dixie be abelished.
The 3t:hinking of many of the

split between black and white

ness of education. a

Friday for all interested peo-

o,

More than 500 people respon-

ly to school rules and policies
and to punish
uniformly and without regard
to race or community stan

- all

din—-

Almnst sixty parents of South der the name Concerned P:
Dade High students have vol-|ents Association, a bi - ra
unteered to serve on a hboard |group that aims to: 2

ent who feels he has been un-|tial enforcement of sch
{aﬂgl.ilyh'eated in a school situa-land policies. I

‘The white volunteers, plus|the name, song and flag
parent volunteers fro mthe Ne-|tion is fairly conducted &
8ro communities served b y|that the students® decisi
South Dade, will represent alhoncred by the school a
group of over 500 parents who|tration and school board.

school rules and policies with-|tion for CPA so that its i
gative  committee’s
will be heard and heede

organization is a group of about|and white — to teach their
Wnts who first banded to-|children acceptance of %
ther Aug. 12 to oppose th e|races. LY

students so that the school can|work together,” she told
get down to the full-time busi-|assembled parents. “Give us
schance to get concemeg E
gro parents together to join
‘This was evident at a public|you — we don’t want our chil-
nieeting called by the group|dren harassed either.”

aroundi what many criticized|on the investigative commit
as the underlying reason forland Mrs. Hunter said she wi

|continuing racial bitterness at|contact other Negro parents to
the high school — "administra-|join and to serve on the @
tive hesitancy to adhere strict-|mittee.

ded, and discussion centered|60 people volunteered t’?\lg

violators organization, Jack Levy, said
today the committee likely will
g.not be set up and ready-to

L

@ Insist on strict and

@ See that a student

@ Seek school board reg

® Urge all parents — b

|d : ® Push for an early st
students that the name Rebels, vote and a quick end to disrup
the Rebel flag and the son g|tions caused by the controver-

Sy, so that students can concen-
trate full-time on their s

One of the few Negrog%

Jorig group apparently has|tending the meeting was Mrs.
ichanged — now their main con-|Thomasina Hunter, who has
cern seems to be finding a|two children attending S outh
way to resolve the widening|Dade. iy A

“We all have to solidify :

one of the

] ‘ - “That’s exactly what we want
ple of the community — black|to hear,” commented Fr
and whit. =~ ' © . [Fuchs, ig
group of parents.

aimest

After the meeting,

Temporary chairman o

ate m‘\ :
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- By this time, some white
| students and their parents
' had begun to complain that
" only the black viewpoint was
| being told. An organization
" of white students and anoth-
(er of white parents were
. formed at mass meetings in
'Homestead. The parents
* group, headed by Jack Levy,
.sent a delegation to meet
{with William Wilson, the
* veteran, ailing and harrassed
. principal, who later went on
Meﬁﬁxte sick leave because
of ulcers.

Another assembly was
called to give both sides a
" chance to speak. Three white
“ students, two black students
" and a moderator were on the
stage when the fighting
- started Thursday.

. The whole South Dade
'community was as taut and
tuned in as a spiderweb to
 the events taking place at the

* school, which sits all alone in
_the middle of the vast veg-
‘etable fields north of Home-
! stead. Established in 1953 by
:combining Homestead High
with its big rival Redlands

| High, it is Dade’s southern-
most high school, serving
_about 1,300 white and about
*200 Negro students with a
. somewhat integrated faculty
. The unofficial communica-
« tions network had been oper-
Tating for several days. A
‘Whlte student would dial a
*number on the school _phone
‘and the bell would ring in
. the. Homestead office of
| Levy, a parent, photographer
‘and civic; church and youth
(leader. A Dblack student
“would go to a phone and the
.message would travel 10
' miles up the road to the Per-
‘rine office of Odell Johns, a
“bail bondsman and political
‘and civic leader in the South

qn‘("ln

SrDade
-"Q‘w

Band in Recent Parade
unijorm an insult to blacks?
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le he dwells at length
what he considers the
comings of the South
> white community in its
ons with the blacks,
. too, ,bmught up the

Cont’
GReENE

s communications sys-
xplains why, on Thurs-

many black mothers but ©
‘white mothers went to
- school. Johns said he
d the blacks, and

he sent out word - W

0 stay away.

Iity of a peaceful set-
the controversy.

like to see a b
een the white

g bet
structure, whoever

are, and parents of the
students,” said Johns.
L we would see if they

; High today, in fact, he
black students, by one of the
::dietibn’ary terms. i

f ve
" much at issue. Many whites,
) includu‘hg Levy. do not -

/HERALD Vi

“Why? Why does the name
mean that much to you? Why |
do you want to change it.”

- Wallace, a neatly dressed,
good lookmg young ms
ns ft

one and acquxred 2

mbition to become a musi-

n. He joined the high
gi.

couldn't see myself ,
k man, with this Confed-
: umfonn, and play 7 ]

s) has done s
ly by getting
ne in the scho
ot a member. i

(vZa! y.



as their all-Negro schools are
phased out and they are sent
to formerly all-white schools.
Many Negroes in the area
are forced to attend South
Dade High because the
School Board will no longer
provide them with transpor-
tation to all-Negro Mays
High School in Goulds. The
policy now includes many
exceptions, but when it is
tightened up the Negro en-
rollment at South Dade will
increase considerably.

Of the estimated 45,000
persons living south of Co-
conut Palm Drive (248th St.),
23 per cent are Negro, com-
pared with a countywide
Negro population of only 15
per cent.

In Florida City about 60
per cent of the population is
Negro and in Homestead 35
per cent. The political signifi-
cance of the heavy Negro
population also is pointed up
by the fact that one voting
precinct in South Dade is
predominantly Negro. It is
next to a precinct that al-
ways votes conservative and
this year probably will go for
‘George Wallace.

Some whites claim that all
the black students really
want to attend Mays and are
simply kicking up the symbol
fuss for revenge. The whites
also complain that the Ne-
groes have ‘“demanded” in-
stead of ‘“requested” the
change.

Otis Wallace replies that
the demand came only after
more than a year of making
requests. He denied he was
interested in attending Mays.

There is, however, a seg-
ment of the Negro population
which wants to keep Mays
predominantly Negro. It is an
old school, heavy with tradi-
tion, that the School Board
has been trying to phase out.
Some Negroes claim the
school gives Negro youth the
dignity and identity that
would be lost as a black
minority in an integrated
school.

Wallace predicted Mays
eventually will be phased out
with all the Nm
attending 1ntew i

t, he said,

he and the other blacks at
South Dade are fighting the
battle of the sumbols.

“I can look at the white
side, and I know they will be
mad,” he said. “But their
feelings are upset only for
this year. The whites that
come along in the future
years won’t be upset if the
changes are made this year.
But every black student com-
ing here every year will be
upset by that flag and that
song and that name.”

The trouble at South Dade
lapped over to Homestead
Elementary Friday after
carloads of white students
drove around the school
waving Confederate flags.
Negro junior high students
then assembled en masse aft-
er school and marched to-
gether to the Negro area,
blocking the street on the
way.

At South Dade High acting
principal Howard Crabtree,
brought over from Redlands
Junior High and widely
hailed by the whites as a
good disciplinarian, banned
all flags from the high school
in an attempt to keep tem-
pers down. This put him in
the position of taking Ameri-
can flags away from about
50 Negro students who ap-
peared with them Thursday,
the day of the big blow up.

The next big event in the
controversy will come Mon-
day, when students are
scheduled to cast votes on
each of the questions of
whether to change the name,
color, flag, band uniform,
and name of the school
newspaper, Rebel Review.

g, U 4

THE BLACKS, said Wal-
lace will not participate. He
and everyone else was pre-
dicting that even with the
blacks voting the results
would be overwhelmingly
against any change.

“The election iIs ridiculous
as far as the black students
are concerned,” said Otis. “It
will serve no purpose. They
will be voting on a moral
wrong, and the results won’t
change it.”

The event that worries

, ever,ybody most is the foot-

its. It is expected that the
game will be postponed or
some adjustment will be
made in the arrangements —
like allowing students only to
attend, or playing it some-
where else.

The first school dance,
scheduled for last Friday,
was canceled.

Some talk among both
blacks and whites is becom-
ing increasingly militant. As
usually happens in racial
controversies, the moderates
have become almost invisi-
ble. They are not talking,
erhaps out of fear.

It is the voice of raw
hatred and racism that is
most often heard. And it is
this talk that spurs the
thoughtful leaders on in their
search for a solution.

To hear some conversa-
tions, an outsider would
think the people are about to
fight the Civil War all over
again.

Blacks talk seriously of an |
-economic boycott if all else

-fails. Whites long past high

Nickname ‘Rebels’ Is Sore Point
<+« blacks say it’s a degrading sy.

school age speed around
town in cars flying the Con-
federate flag. Large
of each race have s
meetings and mass rallies.

But the churches .
trying to do something.
ministers, too, are mi
secretly. So are some
ates, both black ahd‘wm- =,

“My own thinking,”
Mayor Dickinson, “is that 3
should enlist the smcere
whites and blacks. Then each
could handle the radicals in
their groups. The - higgest
problem is to restrain tk
people who inflame the si
tion.”




By THIRLEE SMITH
Herald Staff Writer
About 150 black adults and
youths met Saturday to plan
‘action’ against South Miami-
Dade Senior High’s Confed-
gmkge name, Confederate song
and Confederate dress.
Odell Jones, spokesman
| for the black parents and
students, presided at the
meeting at United Faith
| "Church Hall in Goulds.

| “We are here . . . to fight
| South Dade’s racism. This is
| a solidarity meeting for all
r k folks of this commu-
“nity,” Jones said.

- “I don’t want any cries of
outside agitation” We all
- Tive g South Dade and things
| here just aren’t right.

. “We are not alone. The
‘LV lack Brothers For Progress
are here tonight and we are
sure glad to see them.”

Ms and amens broke
from the crowd.

Bill Miles, associate direc-
Human Relations, said “The

use of the Rebel name alone
is illegal to us because our
forefathers came up under
the rebel in slavery and no
black child today is going to
go to school under it.”

“Tll be damned if they
can’t phase out the song
Dixie, the Confederate flag,
the Rebel name and the Rebel
uniform,” he said.

—Herald Staff Photo by CURTIS SOLOMON

-.giet’ s Stand Together in This

“Display of the confeder-
ate flag to any Negro stands
for discrimination and bigot-
ry,” Miles said.

Mrs. Doris Icin, a parent,
said, “That same old Rebel
flag cost me my education.”

The parents and students
came from six areas in South

. Dade: Florida City, Home-

Gmup of Students Applaud With Glee

- Student

formed the parents that they

stead, Naranja, Goulds,
rine, and Richmond Hej

Present was the
organized student |
Organization
Unity and Liberty (S
represented by Otis
president, Sammy Jone
president, Charles Ri
son, business manager,
William Moses, public 1
tions offic . Al rre stul
at South Dade High.

days for walking the hal
without a pass. o

“But on the second day ¢
school they had me Uncle
Tom-ing around for the prin-
cipal to beg the white ﬁ_‘
dents to get together :
change the name from
Rebels to something else,
when SOUL gave the prinei-
pal five days to solve the
problem, I couldn’t walk tk gy
halls.” ' s

Melissa Horne said that
school officials never in-

South Dade Negroes Meet

Continued From Page 1B

walked out, but several of
the white parents were in-
formed when both black and
white students left school in

“My daughter cannot at-

_tend one of her classes be-

cause she wouldn’t say Sir to
one of her white teachers
. .. I don’t teach my chil-
dren to say Yessir and Nos-
“I haven’t worked in two
days. I quit because I heard

my white boss lady say over
the telephone, ‘We got to go
down to South Dade and
teach those niggers how to
aCt.’ ”»

Two resolutions were
. adopted by the group — that
there should be no voting on
the question of whether to
drop the Rebel name and
other Confederate symbols
on Monday or any other
“timm; and that a representa-
“tive from cach of the areas
“in South Dade be elected to
form a governing board that
ﬂ. set the group’s strategy
for the coming weeks,

»

b 8 ress, said: “We will come

Homestead Junior High.
“Our children have been
threatened by whites driving
around the school waving
Confederate flags. I got one
little old Chevy. If we have
to band ourselves together
and find another area to

shop in, we are ready to do
that now.”

Harold Long, president of
the United Black Students,
said that his group was sup-
porting SOUL. He said,
“These brothers are in good
shape. They’ve got the whole
community behind them,”:

Eugene Wilson, spokesman
for Black Brothers for Prog-

L3
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' By THIRLEE SMITH
Herald Staff Writer

A limited boycott of stores owned
by whites in the South Dade area was
announced Sunday by a newly orga-
nized advisory committee of black
adults and students.

At the same time, clergymen —
both black and white — issued a two-
page statement calling for a “cooling-
off penod” by all sides.

The actions resulted from two
Sunday meetings, outgrowths of the

. controversy surrounding the use of the

‘nickname “Rebels” at South Dade
Senior High School.

Odell Johns, a bail bondsman and

| spokesman for the new advisory com-

mittee would not say when the pro-
_posed boycott would begin.

He said, “specific stores will be
smgled out and car pools will be orga-
nized in each community so that shop-
mumuld be done with black broth-
ers im other parts of the county.” The
ggoup made its plans for the boycott
and for settling the problems at the
high school at a meeting in St. Paul
AME Church. R

The advisory committee is com-
posed of the executive committee of
the Student Organization for Unity
and Liberty (SOUL) and parents of

South Dade High School students. It

originated at a meeting called Satur-
day night by Jones at United Faith
Church in Goulds.

Members represent six areas in
South Dade: Florida City, Homestead,
Naranja, Goulds, Perrine, and Rich-
mond Heights.

Ten black parents were selected to

- observe the voting by the white stu-

dents at the school today on whether
the use of confederate symbols and
names would continue. Black students
said they would not take part in the

voting. -

Negroes to Boycott |
South Dade Stores

Johns said it may seem unfair to
boycott the merchants but added, “it
is unfair also for black students to
participate in school activities g
which confederate symbols and mmos
are 9sed +

At the simultaneous meeting at
First Presbyterian Church of Home-
Stead, the clergymen discussed the
situation at the school and issued a
two-page statement calling upon the
student body and members of the
community to get together and solve
their problems in a meaningful way.

They recommended “a cooling-off
period, during which a more creative
solution may be sought by the stu-
dents. We commend the school and
their move to establish ‘a bi-racial
committee. And we ask that this group
seek council and assistance of experts
in human affairs.”

The statement also calls for avmd-
ing acts or words that may provoke
others: forgiveness on both sides; sup-
port of the South Dade high principal;
and for business, political and church
leaders to “work for
changes.”

—Herald staff Photo by CURTIS SOLOMON.

Odﬂl‘] Johns Addresses Meeting

+ + boycott planned by pamdm

s
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As Clergymen Seek ‘Cooling-Off’

HergLD

Negroes to Boycott

South Dade Stores

By THIRLEE SMITH
Herald Staff Writer
A limited boycott of stores owned
by whites in the South Dade area was
announced Sunday by a newly orga-
nized advisory committee of black
adults and students.

At the same time, clergymen —
both black and white — issued a two-
page statement calling for a “cooling-
off period” by all sides.

The actions resulted from two
Sunday meetings, outgrowths of the
controversy surrounding the use of the
nickname ‘“Rebels” at South Dade
Senior High School.

Odell Johns, a bail bondsman and
spokesman for the new advisory com-
mittee would not say when the pro-
posed boycott would begin.

He said, “specific stores will be
smgled out and car pools will be orga-
nized in each community so that shop-
ping could be done with black broth-
ers in other parts of the county.” The
group made its plans for the boycott
and for settling the problems at the
high school at a meeting in St. Paul
AME Church. :

The advisory committee is com-
posed of the executive committee of
the Student Organization for Unity
and Liberty (SOUL) and parents of
South Dade High School students. It
originated at a meeting called Satur-
day night by Jones at United Faith
Church in Goulds.

Members represent six areas in
South Dade: Florida City, Homestead,
Naranja, Goulds, Perrine, and Rich-
mond Heights,

Ten black parents were selected to
observe the voting by the white stu-
dents at the school today on whether
the use of confederaté symbols and
names would continue. Black students
said they would not take part in the

EREE RS s P

Johns said it may seem unfair %a?

boycott the merchants but added, “it

is unfair also for black students to_‘

participate in school activities in
which confederate symbols and names
are used.”

At the simultaneous meeting ?!t
First Presbyterian Church of Home-
stead, the clergymen discussed the
situation at the school and issued a
two-page statement calling upon the
student body and members of the
community to get together and solve
their problems in a meaningful way.

They recommended “a cooling-off
period, during which a more creative
solution may be sought by the stu-
dents. We commend the school and
their move to establish a bi-racial
committee. And we ask that this group
seek council and assistance of experts
in human affairs.”

The statement also calls for avmﬂ-
ing acts or words that may provoke
others: forgiveness on both sides; sup-
port of the South Dade high principal;
and for business, political and church
leaders to. “work for immediate
changes.”

Herald Sfaff Photo by CURTIS SO Qmm

Odell Johns Addresses Meeﬁq
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By LOUISE BLANCHARD |

Nmmr News iaporter l

Whue students were vot-
/ing today 'at ‘South Dade
ngh School on whether to

i‘rinu'e the 'use of “Re-!
s the school nickname.
students — who have
' bitterly protested the nick-
name %and use of the Confed-
erate ag — boycotted the

Votln g machmes were
“located in three areas of the

,‘»g\ a7

1es at intervals. The

| ing was orderly. Results iml
he tabulated at the end of»ﬁa
day.

Sevqral ‘persons who are
not connected with the
school watched the voting, At
least one was apparently a

iclothes officer. Asked
dentity, he said he was

~groups to one of the M

‘school. Teachers took class -

pupils, about 200 of them
black:

'I'he voting came against a
background of attempts to

cool tempers by a group. of

ministers, both black and

white.

The clergy
ing at the Fir

n after meet-
Presbyterian

‘Church of Homestead yester-

day, asked the community to

recogmze that the school

e vote will not solve

ike ' "m problems.” They

Miami NEwWs

Ve

said it would indicate ‘the
extent of the work which
needs ta be done to increase
community understanding.

“We acknowledge our own
involvement .in the sin of
racial misunderstanding; we
pledge ourselves to. seek to
change our own attitudes
and to seek meaninglul dia-
logues so that we may learn
wherein  we offend one
another,” the clergymen
said.

At the same time a‘-.cuna

:South Dade’s
Symbol Clash

IT WOULD BE a great pity if the
ple of South Dade let so unessential
a question as a school nickname and
ag split the community and bulld last-
hatreds.

These are but symbols, and should
not be allowed to take their place

"y
"q
=
K
-
10
‘

B

among the many real problems. Jobs,

education and opportunity are not at
stake.

Neither should this question be al-
16wed to graduate from the high school
1ével to the point where it offends the

ity of either black or white adult.

. The Confederacy is part of our histo-
5, but it is natural that black students
not see it as an attractive part.

Can not men of goodwill accept

e two facts and find a way for

00l children to live with them?

:-%The schools have the responsibility

* of making 4 contribution toward meet-

'npmbkms,notm

mittee of Negro adults aml
‘students' announced a

‘ed boycott” of stores owﬁddg 3
by white people in Souﬂl |
Dade.

Odell  Johns, spokesm l
for the committee, said spe-
cific stores will be singled
out for the boycott and thpt
car pools will be organized
so that Negro residents ican
shop “with black brothers in
other parts of tﬁeymmg" e

“It may seem

ties in Wthh “confed
symbols and names a
used-"

outh Dade ngh was es-

ished in 1953 in a ¢

on — strongly op
in the community —
Homestead High and Redland
High. Both former senior
high schools became ]unior
highs.

Since this semester began, -
25 students have been sus-
pended at South Dade ‘
However, school officials
said only 16 were in connee- |
tion. with fist fights and oth- |
er trouble related to the |
nickname controversy.

9




.l Méh'o Offlcer 'At

An 18 - year - old qugstead Officer Joe Vail and bond -

‘ ;%\ﬂcordmg to Vail, approxiu
2d » al Matelyﬁﬂmmwmtestu it
teryofapoﬁee-‘dfﬁcm'andre-whowa]kedontnfclass
sisting arrest with violen - assembled by

was Moked in S‘ubstaﬁon




By GERRY CB.OSBY {2
Refusal of black students to

7mt1:|upate in today’s election
u and
g’”“ Hopeng < B

by members of South Dade
black emnﬁties ‘Saturday

, ly 150 people
mm(}aﬂm&mmscusstbe

.

school’s nickname, the Confed-

erate - oriented song and flag
and Johnny Rep band uniforms.

- Odell Johns, unammously -
elected spokesman for the

group of Negro students and fal

parents, decried the statement

made by white Homestead res-

idents who claim the e S
problem stems from outm
agitation. =
Johns fold the large audi-
ence,
Dade and things here just aren’f
right.

He infroduced members of
the Black Brothers For Prog-
ress, from Liberty City; United
Black Students from the Uni-
versity of Miami and the Flori-
da Council on Human Rela-

tions, and noted that South

7 P e

Soby e

B

~ Perrine and Richmond Heights,

“We all live in Sout,h..‘

Hmmﬁead, Néranja, Goulds,

he was expelled for
(t{gtz because he was found %
me school hall without a por-

He went on to explain lht,
the reason he was in the hall
'was that School offi-
cers had called him in for a
meeting between them, parents

Johns continuously main-
ﬂl&t the Soufh D‘“

- {and Miles.

there was a total black boy
of all Dade County school
was his opinion. that the
dents should remain in s

Onn parent complain

I- |

‘Dade blacks were not alone in |res

this current high schcol tere
sion. . F
Tee
ed and it took several
minutes to quiet the crowd at
the United Faith Church m
William Miles, associate di-
rector, Florida Council on Eu-‘
man nelations said, “The use
of the Rebel name alone is il-
legal to us because our. fore-
fathers came up under the
tehq[ in slavery and no black
ay is going to go to
oo

der it.”
“Display of  the Confeden*
to fb&
e T

T

and adults cheer- [that

she worked for tell a ‘
teach those niggers how to
net.”

'l[rs Thomasina Hunt, &i
Flerida City -claimed that ra-

lems also existed
mbad ‘Junior High School
whrre Negro students were in-

timidated by white peoplu,nﬁi-
ving around the schoel grounds
aving Confederate flags.

- the beycotting ofm‘

;gsnewly/- formed organiza-'
tion consisting of representa-
tives from all of the South
Dade blaek wnmmiﬂes will
meet M

"i;vc that the other reasons

“the whites were going h msmrs

to the mational anthem, so_something is going to {
| SOUL will find that the Don’t take me wron: % |
dslaveryatone‘ .| is no threat. It’sjustgfact. !

AU MM Avi o vaiv wuavs o.

-‘ otherg are sick of being stopped
o | n the halls, being bumped into
| on the way to classes, and star-

 members of the faculty or ad- Rebels
ministration : top

‘States’ Rights The Issue

‘Editor, The News Leader: rights.
1 tried to restrain my- i
ﬂ 5 entering into the  THE ISSUE is bef
‘debates, but the letterto tion again today, and
editor in a recent issue can- a6 many Rebels i
a.nswe‘red states signing pe
gain their cons

N THE SOUL member and
m who defined “Rebel” I
"'Nnts’ They are both

" that there were Rebels

'.atoﬂtoputdownﬁheﬁg-.
lish.

He said there would be no|
boycott of the school unless| stated ¥
slave jssue was the reason for
| the original Rebels. This is

In these letterg it hag m
and accepted that the

_mot what my high school his-

ks taught, and I be-

cause which the don’t want violence. Bﬁt ims
- ,fought,m is what is going to happen. Ws’f :
any hurt feelings, they Te going to get so much cram-
from dmplayhg“ med at us we aren’t going to
Smpesandhst g be able to take any more and

lit unreasonable s I see no right in the
hhevallbeaﬁtermdw students coming to ¢
bels of  and demanding the n:

shame | flag, fight cong, etc. be

They knew when th
cause was sta these things were ou

LD alaal ' ' also have no authority

i means to us.

FURTHERMORE, myself and *

BUT I’LL tell you this
it means South Dade coult
place where students (both |
and white) would be prou
g0 if these few students
ble-makers) would be d
immediately. .
1 say long jive the So

ed at by the few that are there
just to fight and cause trouble,
not for an education.

We feel this should be brought
to a halt immediately. If the




inisters

A

‘Cooling’ Period

An inter - racial group
some 35 clergy and laymen
met Sunday at First Preshy-
terian Church and urged a

of

“cooling-off” period in the dis-
pute at South Dade‘High School
over the Rebel name, flag and
band  uniforms  which has

sparked a black - white con-
troversy at the scheol.

Sitting in at the meeting was
Episcopal  suffragan  Bishop

James L. Duncan, who was in
fown to conduct morning serv-
ices at St. John's Episcopal
Church. . -

The clergy and laymen. s -

Students
Vote Today

Today is election day at South Dade High - an
election that will determina whether the school will
acy-linked nickname and

keep or discard its Confeder
symbols.

Voting began in the first
class period and wilj continue
into the last period of the day,

ith results to be tallied -and
announced at or near dismis-
sal time, Principal Howard
Crabtree said.

Studentg are voting in Eng- |
lish and history classes, using
mnic voting axaachinesmw 1

| by the county. L N
“Parents authorized as ob-
servers are stationed at each of
the three precincts established
by the school, but the parenis
are in a poll - watching posi-

fion only — students are serv-
ing as glection clerks and as-
_sistants, Crabtree said. x
- Security at the racially-tense
~school is_discreet but strict.
Determined to put an end fo

white-black scuffles and the:

ganging-up of students to block
hallways, the school hag posted
“ teachers and security men in
every hall and at the entranc-

es.

Until today, parents and the
press had been allowed free
access to the shool. -

During the election, nowev-
| er, Crabtree said he ‘must m

| sist” that only parents on ofti-
cial business be permitted with-

The
from interviewing students on

ne press 1s being barred
campus, or from taking ‘came-
ras into the schoo; area, the
principal decreed, “because

- unfortunately, a camera ler_ls‘ or
& weporter seems 1o trigger

some people to go into their
Y]

~ Crabtree said he'is - deter-

mined that nothing preventa-
ble will mar the election day. -
~ Unless black students have a_
|change of heart, only white stu-
dentg will be voting today. At
a meeting of a newly organized
advisory committee of black
students and adults Sun day,
the students said they will boy-
cott the voting.

Black adults under the lead-
ership of bail bondsman Odell
Johns announced a boycott of
white - owned stores in South
‘Dade. Purposes of the boycott
are to indicate sympathy with
black students’ objection to
confederate names and sym-
bols at the “igh school, and to
protest racist feelings in the
adult community.

~ Black students 'were advised
mot to skip school. As feel-
ingg of both races mounted 0
a near - explosive level last

school spilled over at Home-

line troubles Thursday

Most have returmed and uﬁ
in class today. :
Disturbances at the high

stead Junior High School,
which had itsshareofdisd%-
an

Three students, two Negro
and ome white, were suspend-
ed Friday for fighting and one
white and one Negro student
were suspended for the same
reason Thursday, Prin cipal
Charles Overholser reported.

A group of some two dozen
white studentg staged a walk-
out Friday morning and ended
'up at the Homestead police sta-

‘tion where they aired gripes
about alleged ‘“harassment” by
Negro students. Parents were
called to the station, and an
over and talked to the young-
official from the schooj came
sters, police said.

Overholser said there were
indications that some students
from South Dade had come
over to the junior high sechoel
and sparked the walkout there.

The principal said teachers|,
had been directed to stand in|,
doorways during changing of
classes, and that two school se-
curity people and three person-|
nel from the district office|
were on hand to keep an eye|
on things. (This statement!
was made in response to 2
complaint by a parent Friday
who said that his daughter had
been subjected to a bit of row-
dyism and asked what the
school was doing to prevent
such incidents.)

Overholser said all incidents

week, a number of students of
both races either stayed home
from school, left school during
the day, or were taken from

the school by parents.

npnm to the office were be-
i{mg “sifted through” to get the

sued a statement in which they
pledged themselves and oa.lth;’a
on all families in their church- .
es to “support the principal of
South Dade High School in the
maintenance of discipline in
' the school, and urge parents to
allow the young people fo sclve
the problem in the school free
of parental prejudice.”

They urged a cooling-off per-
iod “during which a more cre-
ative selution may be sought.”
The statement also called on
“the business, political and
church community to work for
immediate changes which will
create a more just and progres-
sive community.”

The actions of the student
body of Scuth Dade will not
“deal with the basic prob-
lefs,” the statement said.

“The optcome of the (student)
yote will probably indicate the
extent of the work that needs
to be done,” it added. “We
urge both black and white stu-
dents and parents to make ev-
ery effort during the ceming
weeks to make certain that no
acts or words may provoke
either side.”

The opening words of the
statement were that “We, the
Christian leadership of South
Dade, both black and white,
recognize that the present is-
sues are but a manifestation
of the problems facing all
American Society,  The real
issue is the demands for social
justice, equality and accept-
ance of each individual as a
person.

“We acknowledge our own
involvement in the sin of racial
misunderstanding.  We pledge
ourselves to seek to change our
own attitudes and to seek

meaningful dialogue so that

we may learn wherein we of-
fend one another.”




Point Of View
SIGN, one of a batch that dotted main rou

y-upset South Dade High yestferda is obvio
ct of a homemade stencil.
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For ‘Dixie‘?

To The Editor:

In a letter titled “Hard]y The Time
To Play ‘Dixie’,” a writer publicly com-
bines expression of new-found affection
for the Miami Dolphins with his personal
offense at the marching on of the Na-
tion’s Colors to the tune of ‘Dixie.’ Per-
haps he is new to the South, or perhaps
he objects specifically to being obliged
“to stand for Dixie as well as the Nation.
I don’t know. In any case, his remarks
on diehard southernors, capped with his
'brilliant statement on similarly offend-
ing “even the most liberal among us,” is

undoubtedly one of the shortest, most
concise pieces of ridiculum ever to ap-

pear in your paper.

At the very least, the playing of

“Dixie” for the presentation of the col-
ors is more genuinely expressive of the
American union than if the chosen march
had been the “Battle Hymn of the Re-
public,” or any other such tune of a
predominantly Northern usage. Indeed,

in light of the fact that the South was
brought back into union with

the llhlted States, it would seem unlike-
ly that we would even want “Dixie”
m lw m a oqremany ‘But, tﬁ 38
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Presenting The Coiors

more than appropriate for the occasion.
We of Southeast Florida claim to be
among the leaders of the “New South.” I
can think of no more concrete example
of this new spirit than the symbolic un-

‘ion_upon a football field of the retmm

of the Nation. Perhaps fewer ‘ners

et wo‘u%d h&ﬁw smﬂmiﬁt feem iﬂ:hm .

wh&hzrnmgicmmdm
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were less bigotry (if I may use the w
on the part of others. i
GEORGE A. HUGH.
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To The Editor: ..
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the song “Dixie” is still the
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be in favor of secession from

Seems that, according to
tain’s point of view, it depe (
part of the- country you're
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_ BSReuld Be Phased Out

Robert E. Lee threw the towel in as far as
‘the Confederacy was concerned more than 100
‘years ago and we suggest that South Dade do

e same thing todaiy. s

This business of waving the Confederate or

Rebel battle flag is and has been an exem

divisiveness that has no place in a
and sophisticated era.

~ THE FLAG is inextricably and undeniably
linked with an earlier and unhappier time in
our history, and all the tons of conversation cur-
rently rampant will not undo the fact. :

~ The flag and related symbols are u
reminders to an awakening black potpulatin'ot-

.a long and generally painful period of se -

Whites can pooh-pooh this all they like with
altering the basic fabric by as much as a t
The vote by the white students to retain the
symbols was a victory that inevitably °
w to a defeat of harmonious race relations.
argument that the will of the majority
1d prevail is not applicable in a situation
ht with moral overtones.
=yl e the feelings of the whites may be hurt
for awhile, the condition will ease to the point
‘where it eventually becomes forgotten. But as
more and more blacks become students at the
school feeling against the symbols will increase

proportionately.

~ MISSING IN this tragedy of errors has' been
the voice of moderation in the community. In-
stead sides have been taken and little thought
given to compromise. The most encouraging as-
pect of the w"~ » matter has been the establish-
‘ment of a bi ‘1 committee.
BT EER nmentary on the community
that it has be. argely incapable of recognizing
1e issue for waat it really is. Rather than try-
ing to place the blame on outside agitators, that
ime could have been more effectively spent in
a rational and level-headed examination of the
: ls and their relationship to today’s society.
“We have suggested earlier that the symbols
should be phased out and other non-a rasive
ones substituted. A logical compromise, it seems

, us. would be to phase out the Confederate
lag this year and the other symbols in succes-
1ve 1S, e
~ In a three-year span the sources of irritation
could be dispatched and a new era spirited in
mmez mbols that would nourish and encourage
' ble vace relations at the school, in

ddition to another little item called education.

" IT IS difficult to see how much in the way

of the latter is being accomplished in the present

atmosphere of dissension. Education and the type

of dissension currently under way at South Dade
cosr&patible. e .

‘ time dents at South e stopped being

S and Rebels and atarm being students

b

Parents of youngsters atter

the school were summoned to a meet-

ing.

" the all-white audience of uper mid-
dle-class mothers and fathers and
oceeded to tell them of the impor-

- tance of parent-cllild relationships.
#* #® i
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THE CHILD guidance session end-
ed with the parents being given a
aper on which was printed the fol-
owing:

Children Learn What They Live

If 5 child lives with criticism, he
learns to condemn.
" If a child lives with hostility, he
learns to fight.

(If a child lives with fear, he learns

o be apprehensive.
" If a child lives with pity, he learns

" to be sorry for himself.

" If a child lives with jealousy, he

learns to feel guilty.
If« 5 child lives with encourage-

 ment, he learns to be confident.

" If a child lives with tolerance, he

learns to be patient. 5
If a child lives with praise, he

i learns to be appreciative.

If a child lives with approval, he
learns to like himself. i
"I a child lives with recognition, he

‘learns to have a goal.

If a child lives with fairness, he

" learns what justice is.

=
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If a child lives with honesty, he
learns what truth is. .
If a child lives with security, he
learns to have faith in himself.
If a child lives with friendliness,
he learns that the world is a nice
, gace in whicli to 1ive. :

_ CONSIDERING the squalid sur-

" roundings, the broken families,

crowded dwelling units, and the jun-

elike environment of humar "hab-
rgéation is it any wonder that disad-
vantaged children grow up with
adjustments and believes that the
world really isn’t such a nice place
in which to live.

This points up in a different way
that we really have two worlds ex-

_ isting within this country. Those liv-

ing in the sub-culture world have

their frustrations heightened bg B

cognizance of the Juxuries and
iﬂl%réles of the world which supports
pﬁwately—operated }{indfrgartens:»

g *

THERE IS no definite solution to
the problem, but a good place to start

would be for the affluent world to
attempt to individually get to Kr

ly the credo of child g}uﬂ
ciples to the underprivile
ighborhoods to discover how

en there ‘‘learn what THEY li

The kindergarten director ﬁced‘

§ poor counterpart. For example; -




Negro Leader Makes a Point at Me

« « « Bill Miles of the Florida Council of Human Relations

—Herald Staff Photo by JIM BIRMINGHAM

eting

in Homestead

~had .come down from ‘ ;
Liberty City area — and said

Negroes to Ask Board

| About 150 Negro patents
~and students agreed at a
special meeting Monday
night to ask the Dade School
Board to eliminate South
Dade High School’s Confed-
erate symbols.

At ‘a meeting in a Home-
stead 'Negro church called to
map united action protesting
South Dade’s Old South trap-
pings; the Negroes agreed to
send a delegation Wednesday
to meet with the Board.

If the Board fails to find a
solution, they indicated they

may boycott South Dade
“stores and the students may
| skip their South Dade class-
es.

To Ditch Name

The meeting was prompted
by a student vote — bhoycot-
ted by Negroes — approving
retention of Confederate
symbols at the school. More
than 1,000 students approved
keeping the name “Rebels”
and other symbols by rough-
ly a 10 to 1 margin.

Most participants at the
church meeting favored a
confrontation with the
School Board in an effort to
eliminate the symbols of
Confederacy; some called for
a boycott of white-owned
stores in the school area..

“Let’s give them (the
School Board) more time,”

‘Rebels’

Mrs. Corrine Mays suggest-
ed. “Then if we can't get it
solved, then if I have to. die
for my rights let me die. It
doesn’t make any differ-
ence.”

Her statement drew loud
applause and appeared to
echo a widespread sentiment.

A generation gap threat-
ened the meeting .at one
point when the Rev. Theo-
dore Gibson of Coconut
Grove, past president of the
Miami NAACP chapter, arose
to emphasize the importance
of local Negro unity.

NERAL D
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He turned during

to face a group of Black
Brothers for Progress —

he would not tolerate m’hx-
ruptions.

_Later, however, Gibson
and Wille Sims, a Black
Brothers leader, rose to say
any misunderstanding  be-
tween them had been elimi-
nated.

Other Negro leaders at the
meeting included Mrs. James
H. Parris, local president of
the Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference Poor Peo-
ple’s Campaign; Bill Miles of
the Florida Council of Hu-
man Relations; and officials
of EOPI, the local poverty
program.

Conducting the meeting
was Odell Johns, South Dade
bail bondsman and political
leader.

On a proposed boycott,
Johns had said it “may seem
unfair. But it is also unfair,”
he said, “for black smgggia'
to participate in school activ-

ities in which Confederate

symbols ‘and .names are
used.”
Those “symbols . and

names” approved by students
Monday included the Rebel
nickname, keeping “Dixie”
the school song and the Con-
federate flag the school em-
blem, to dress the band in
Confederate - uniforms; to re-
tain the blue-and-grey school
colors, and to continue call-

ing the school newspaper the

" Rebel Review.

School officials said appar:
ently none of the 130 Negrc
students — about 10 per cem
of° the newly-integratec
school’s student body —
participated in the election
Ten Negro mothers served as
“poll watchers.

Acting Principal Heward
Crabtree announced Monday
the school’s football game
with North Miami had beer
rescheduled to 3:30 p.m
Thursday for security rea
sons. ; -

On the election, he said i
is “many times harder to b
a winner than a loser. I hop¢
“the winners won't chide the
m 1] v
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aet
pal at South Dade High
said this morning the
: football  opener
t North Miami schedul-
‘Thursday night undoubt-
ill be played during the
L hours.

said he wouid meet

with district school officials
epresentatives of the

'

Gold Coast Conference
ﬁss and finalize plans -
opener. :

‘ etty safe to say the
1 not be played at
t as to what day, and

undwde,du vhe added.

" session of N’egfo leaders
to Richmond Heights.
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he stated

ols used by picketed first.
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hope the entire -
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~ has not been informed

changes in plans for
day’s game with South
at Harrig Field in Home;

~ Sullivan said the first
he was aware of such a
was in Sunday’s edition
Miami Herald.

“Until  informed othexﬁ
we are going ahead with
arations for the opener ag
the Rebels,” Sullivan said.

“We also intend to bring our
band and encourage our adult
supporters bo make the trip,”
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For Thursday Afternoon ] _

Rebel Opener Rescheduled

The Scuth Dade High School
and North Miami football op-
ener has been rescheduled for
play at 3:30 p.m. Thursday
afternoon it was announced
this morming by acting Prin-
cipal Howard Crabtree.

The announcement came fol-
lowing a meeting Monday aft-
ernoon of school officials and
district school personnel.

Following is the official
statement issued by Crabtree
concerning the switch in start-
ing time.
“The game between South
Dade and North Miami Senior
Highs, scheduled for Thurs-

day night at Harris Field has
been rescheduled for 3:30 p.
m. Thursday.

Wz have had many Ssug-
gestions that the game bhe
postponed, however we are
rescheduling the game for
3:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 19
as planned,

I have ful! cenfidence in the
student body and the commu-
nity of South Dade. I do not
feel it necessary to postpone
the game and feel sure they
will enter this event with es-
prit de corps.”

The game has been resched-

uled due to the recent racial

preblems that have plagued

South Dade since the opening
of school.

In a meeting Thursday the
SD student body voted to re-
tain its nickname ‘Rebels”
and its symbols, the Confeder-
ate flag and Rebel styled band
uniforms.

This will be the first con-
test of the seasom for both
North Miami and South
Dade.

The Rebels, coached by Leo
Martin, posted a 7-12 record
in 1967 and will be slight fa-
yorites to win the opener.

North Miami, coached by Ed
Sullivan, has not defeated SD

for the last two seasons; los-
ing 14-13 in 1967 and 13-0 in
1966. The Pioneers and Reb-
els fought to a 13-13 tie in 1965.

Martin is expected to start
an offensive backfield combin-
ation of Randy McMichael at
quarterback with Terry Gra-
ham, Brian Houston and Mau-
rice Graff,

North Miami, 4-6, in 1967,
has lettermen back including
first string fullback Bob Sccl-
es. Other key Pioneer per-
sonnel are: Defensive backs
Dave Maxam, and John Tho-
mss, Middle uard Mike Sha-
for and Halfback John Lane.




