
End Racial 
Prejudice 

Teachers Told 

2 Schools^ 

Damaged 

By Vandals 
Vandals damaged two South 

Dade schools last weekend. Of­
ficers from Substation-4 have 
been alerted to keep an eye on 
all schools for the next tw o 
weeks. 

Over $145 io damage was re­
ported at Redland Elementary 
a n d j u n i o r High School. 

The custodian told officers 
that 60 jalousie windows were 
broken in the woodshop, three 
in the gym and several in the 
main building. 

Leroy Stringer, custodian at 
Cutler Ridge Junior High, said 
vandals entered five rooms, 
poured ink on the floor in the 
television room and used a can 
of black spray paint to write 
on the walls of two classrooms, 
the cafeteria and one of the 
teachers lounges. 

Last week $5,000 worth o f 
books were destroyed by fire 
at Mays High School. 

Student 
Discipline 
Urged, Too 

By GEORGIA MARSH 
Herald Education Writer 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Edward L . Whigham Monday 
directed school administra­
tors to establish committees 
on pupil discipline and take 
formal steps to end racial 
discrimination in the schools. 

In a speech welcoming the 
county's more than 9,000 
teachers, Whigham said the 
problems of "student behav­
ior" and "equal opportunity 
for all pupils," must be faced 
"squarely, openly and hon­
estly." 

W h 1 g h a m's talk was 
broadcast over the system's 
television circuit into the 
Dade's 214 schools. 

Dade's teachers reported 
back to work Monday. The 
county's more than 220,000 
pupils wi l l start school Tues­
day, Sept. 3. 

To combat what he termed 
the "increased incidence of 
disruptive behavior by stu­
dents as well as a few unpre­
cedented and unfortunate 
incidents of dangerous delin­
quency," Whigham asked 
each school staff to establish 
a committee on pupil disci­
pline. 

The committee's job wil l 
be to prepare guidelines for 
development of sound behav­
ior "and serve as a resource 
group of school personnel on 
problems and questions of 
pupil discipline." 

Whigham said while the 
Dade system has made 
"some significant progress 
toward the goal of equal 
opportunity . . . to the mem­
bers of the racial minority, 
those steps already taken 
have been painfully slow and 
still far short of the goals to 
be desired." 

He said special efforts 
must be made in schools for 
'those students, who have 
been subjected to racial dis­
crimination and economic 
deprivation. 

Whigham said he has di­
rected district superinten­
dents to see that "the princi­
pal and staff of each school 
give formal consideration 
this year to charges and 
problems of racial discrimi­
nation, to programs and activ­
ities for providing equal op­
portunity without regard to 
race, and to adequate oppor­
tunity for students and com­
munity grpups to assist in 
the development of pusLive 
programs cf Siition,." 

At the same time, Whi­
gham said, "members of our 
staff must he protected 
against unfounded charges of 
discrimination." 

He said it was up to edu­
cators "to provide strong 
leadership if this nation is to 
resolve democratically the 
problems related to equal 
opportunity for all its cit­
izens." 

In addition, each school 
was directed to take formal 
steps to involve students and 
parents in school planning. 

Individual teachers, Whi­
gham said, should carefully 
plan their instruction to 
make every student feel im-
p o r t a n t and enthusiastic 
about his work. 



CRB Chairman: Man Who 
Believes in Being Involved 

SSBth Dade 
Phone Ncs.: Circuletion 235-0141 News 247-9333 ; 

By SHARON T Y L E R 
Herald Writer 

John McLean is a man 
who helieves in becoming 
personally involved. 

For the native Homestead­
er, being involved may range 
from catering to a young 
bride's every whim, arrang­
ing a funeral spray, or serv­
ing as the Homestead Com-
m u n i t y Relations Board 
Chairman. 

His florist business, nov/ 
located on North Krome 
Ave., grew out of his moth­
er's interest in a backyard 
rose garden. 

"We arranged in the kitch­
en and used the porch as a 
showroom," he said. " I find a 
great deal of satisfaction in 
the floral business. You're 
communicating a personal 
expression from one person 
to another." 

Communicating is one of 
McLean's specialities. As CRB 
chairman for the past two 
years he's been a sounding 
board for community prob­
lems, 

"Often it's just a matter of 
directing people to the right 
source." 

He was appointed by May­
or William K . Dickinson two 
year's ago when the hoard 
was created. 

" I was reluctant to accept 
at first because I knew of the 
difficult times that might be 
encountered." 

But I felt it was a duty to 
the mayor and the needs of 
the community. It 's a per­
son's responsibility." 

The dilliculties he lorcsaw 
haven't really arisen, accord­
ing to McLean. 

" I don't feel that there is 
any great problem," he said. 
"We've got the best recrea­
tional program for any city 
its size that I know of. We've 
got a community school, 
sewers in the Negro district 
and every street is paved." 

The father of three hoys, 
he is married to another in­
volved person — his wife 
Evelyn who's a P T A and 
Methodist church leader. 

Being irAolved goes way 
hac'c from McLean. He 
served as a volunteer fire­
man while a s,udcnt. leader 
at Homestead High School 
and Homestead city council­
man f'-om.i953-"'". 

Before the C R B passes a 
recommendation on to the 
city council and mayor, the 
CRB must have a unanimous 
vote. 

"This is unique because it's 
not a simo'e majority vote. It 
slows th^ nrocEss and makes 
for -a '--t ' ^-v-sidenaticn and 
mm-e --id take," said Mc-

: Lorn. 

"Wc'\'e dene a lot of meet-. 
ing," he hughcd, "and some-
L n c s I wonder if we re­

solved anything." 
During the teacher walk­

out in March, McLean and 
the CRB urged the Home­
stead city council to institute 
a full time recreational pro­
gram to keep the youngesters 
off the streets and petitioned 
the school hoard to lend its 
facilities. 

"We passed our recom­
mendations on to the Florida 
City Council. Community 
problems don't end at the 
city line." 

SI 



Rebel Tradition' New,' 41^^ 
Has No Link With P a s t ' 

Editor, The News Leader: 

As a graduate of South Dade 
1 would like to let my feelings 
be known on the subject of 
changing the school nickname 
of "Rebels." 

I have been reading intently 
the articles in your paper and 
I have weighed both sides of 
the argument as fairly as I can. 

* * * 

L E T M E make it clear that I 
am in favor of helping the Neg­
ro out of his present predica­
ment. I think we can all see 
that they have truly been an 
abused minority. 

But I cannot see where the 
term "Rebel" would evoke such 
hurt feelings. Certainly the 
Rebels fought to keep slavery 
but they also fought to preserve 
their economic system a n d 
their homeland. 

A l l the Negro got out of the 
Civil War was freedom. T h e 
Confederates got their homes 
burned, crops ruined, carpet 
baggers and the wrath of the 
Republican radicals who saw 
fit to punish them further. 

* * * 

T H E D E F E A T of the Rebels 
became the second and l a s t 
time in the history of the Eng­
lish speaking people that they 
were defeated on their home 
soil, the first being the Norman 
invasion of England in 1066. 

What more humilitation can 
be brought to bear on a peo­
ple? Why have we named our 
school after them and taken 
their colors and songs of a de­
feated and humiliated nation? 

I t is because we chose not to 
remember the bad things that 
we associated with the Rebels. 
We at South Dade have taken 

the dress, colors, flag and song 
of the Confederacy and creat­
ed a new tradition and spirit at 
South Dade that is not at all 
connected with racism, slavery 
or the like. 

* * * 

T H E IMPORTANT thing is 
that the individual or group can 
see in the name whatever they 
want to see. I f a Negro tries to 
see racism and degradatio in 
Rebels, he will . 

B y the same token a w h i t e 
would also see a reminder of 
defeat and humiliation in the 
name. The past is that t h e 
South Dade Rebels have creat­
ed a tradition and spirit f a r 
apart from the Civil War, but 
if the indivdual tries to see bad 
thngs in the name, he wil l . 

The Civil War is dead and 
forgotten to most of us. T h e 
important thing is now. Ne­
groes and whites must learn to 
live together. Our federal gov­
ernment has seen fit to forcibly 
integrate our schools, not be­
cause either of us especially 
want it but because they think 
it 's best. 

T H E R E N A T U R A L L Y are 
going to be problems. SOUL's 
demand to change the name of 
the Rebels is not the way. A 

legitimate demand, it seems to 
to most people, black and white. 

SOUL represents a vevtf 
small percentage of the Negro 
population in Homestead and I 
cannot say how legitimate their 
claims are. I know, however, 
that most white South D a d e 
Rebels students and alumni feel 
the demands are groundless. 

A person sees in a name what 
he want to. SOUL can help 
integration at South Dade if it 
wants to, which I understand 
its purpose is. However, so far 
al l SOUL has done is create 
more problems than it h a s 
solved. 

* * « 

T H E DAMAGE done to race 
relations would be more by a 
change of the "Rebel" name 
than any benefit one m i g h t 
feel in his "heart." 

We must try to work togeth­
er toward better integration at 
South Dade and try to realize 
the true "rebel" spirit t h a t 
has grown up at South Dade 
and is ingrained in the school 
and every team and cheer. 

We have a great tradition and 
spirit and it would be a shame 
to ruin it. 

E R I C V I H L E N 
President, Class of '6S 



Rebel Controversy 
Inspires Letters 

T h e degree of c o m m u n i t y in teres t i n the R e b ­
e l c on t roversy a t South D a d e H i g h School h a s 
been re f l e c ted i n the n u m b e r of l e t t e r s th is n e w s ­
paper h a s p r i n t e d on the sub jec t . T h e t e a c h e r 
w a l k o u t comes i n a poor second on the n u m b e r of 
l e t ters to t h e editor i t i n s p i r e d . 

M O S T N E W S P A P E R S p r e f e r to keep the let-t 
t e r s to the editors short and to the point, i n the 
neighborhood of 300 words a t the most . 

B u t on t h i s m a t t e r we h a v e t a k e n no h a r d a n d 
f a s t r u l e on e i ther the n u m b e r of l e t t e r s or t h e 
l ength , though w e m a y h a v e to do so one d a y . 

M a n y of the l e t ters h a v e been too long but w e 
h a v e p r i n t e d t h e m anyhow. We h a v e done th is not 
to f a n a n a l r e a d y overheated issue but j u s t t h e 
r e v e r s e : W e h a v e hoped the l e t t e r s wou ld t end to 

' r e l i e v e the tensions i n h e r e n t i n the i s s u e ; s e r v e 
a s a n escape v a l v e i n o ther words . 

T H E L E T T E R S h a v e r a n g e d i n tone and con­
t e n t f r o m r a c i s t to r a t i o n a l , w i t h some f a l l i n g i n -
the g r a y a r e a s i n between. I t i s p r i m a r i l y a s t u ­
dent m a t t e r and should be hand led as such , but i t 
e rupted a t a t i m e w h e n the school w a s out and 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n n e c e s s a r i l y r e s t r i c t e d . 

Hope fu l ly both sides h a v e r e a d the feel ings of 
the other , and w h e n the m a t t e r c omes before the 
j u r y of students who m u s t decide the m a t t e r w e 
hope the exchange of ideas w i l l enable everyone 
to do a l i t t l e m o r e soul s e a r c h i n g . A Rich Man's War, /̂̂  

A Poor Man's Fight, ^̂^̂  
Editor, The News Leader; 
This is in answer to the dis­

agreement of the name "Reb­
els" at South Dade High School 

My father was born in 1849. 
The Negro slaves were brought 
to the U.S.A. by the northeirn 
people and sold to the South for 
a good sum of money. ' • • • 
T H E POOR dass of whit« 

people were deprived of land or 
work and were desperate o n 
account of slave labor which 
but few if any approved of. 

The war was fought in t h e 
South where feed, cattle, food, 
arms and houses were destroy­
ed. The Negro was at l a s t 
free. 

But he ,had no house, nothing 
to eat, nothing to do but turn 
to the white man who was in 
the same comhtion except for 
land. 

Their stock had been taken, 
cattle butchered and bams and 
oops destroyed. | 

So In other words he was as 

free as a rabbit in a briar aptch 
in the winter time. Those who 
had good masters stayed on. 
Some left because of the crueL 
ty of their masters. 

They lived in the same kind 
of tenant house as the p o o r 
white. Eventoally rural schools 
were formed and blacks and 
whites separated. But it was 

a struggle for a l l . 
• * • 

AND T H E Uncle Toms and 
the Aunt Ellens you refer to 
knew where their source of ex­
istence came from, and did ap­
preciate the help. 

Later they began to settle to 
themselves because they liked 
their own way of life. 

The Civa War was a r i c h 
man's war and a poor man's 
fight. 

I think SOUL should h a v e , 
aired its views and reasons f irsH 
instead of making demands, j 

A R E A D E R 

S3 



Majority Rules 
At South Dade 

Editor, The News Leader: 

I a m writing this in answer to 
a letter to the editor entitled 
'Biaek Students Want F r e e ­
dom At South Dade" which ap­
peared in last Monday's edition 
of The News Leader. 

There is no real controversy 
at South Dade, only a small 
group of students who demand 
an immediate change. I n most 
cases there are those who wil l 
work constructively for change 
and still others who wil l merely 
demand change and let others 
work for it. 

» * * 

T H E I S S U E today is whether 
our Rebel slogans should be 
changed. The principle is whe­
ther a small group of students 
enforce change without consult­
ing the majority of students. 

The issue during the Civi l War 
was slavery; the principle was 
whether one group of states and 
the federal government should 
impose something on another 
group of states. 

The Negro students should 
be proud just as we are of the 
work they did to help build a 
South that was an agricultural 
giant and the center of the cot­
ton Industry in the world a t 
that time. 

The slaves were not worth­
less but were treated well by 
their owners who placed a high 
investment in their labor. Of 
course there were some w h o 
abused their slaves, just as to­
day most people work for a 
brighter future while o t h e r s 

cling to the past and watch the 
world go by. 

» * * 

I F T H E R E is any oppression 
at South Dade High it i s ^ h e 
fact that some students are op­
pressed by their own thoughts. 
When the members of SOUL 
talk of freedom at South Dade 
they know that there is plenty 
of it if only they really wanted 
to take advantage of it. What 
they must be asking for is free­
dom from authority. 

I would favor renaming South 
Dade High to H. Rap Brown 
High as suggested in the let­
ter, but only if a l l the students 
at South Dade were consulted 
and a majority desired such a 
change. 

It is about time the members 
of SOUL climb out of their rut 
and start getting into the swing 
of things and make an invest­
ment in their high school, so 
long as they want to continue 
attending South Dade. « « « 

ACTUALLY I am proud of 
SOUL because as they revolted 
against conformity they auto­
matically became Rebels. So 
congratulations, Rebels, a n d 
now maybe you can start work­
ing along with us. 

However, if the members of 
SOUL wish to continue making 
demands during the following 
school year I hope they wil l be 
a little quieter so I can concen­
trate on my studies. 

A SOUTH DADE 
HIGH STUDENT 

Mavs Grad Glad 
She Stayed 7 

Editor, The News Leader: 
This letter is especially for 

the South Dade Rebels. F o r 
weeks now every time I read 
The News Leader the first word 
I see is SOUL. 

I am a 1968 high school grad­
uate. And I can truly say that 
when my alma mater was sung 
I could really sing it with a true 
and dedicated meaning behind 
it. 

* * * 

THIS IS the type school song 
the Negro of South Dade would 
like to sing. 

I was proud of my school and 
flag and racial problems we 
did not have. I suppose that's 
because our school was not in­
tegrated. 

However, if I had a choice to 
take a side between SOUL and 
the Rebels I would pick SOUL 
and here's why. Regardless of 
race, we as human beings have 
feelings. South Dade is mostly 
white and the Negro naturally 
feels like an outsider; and last 
but not least in every barrel 
there is a bad apple. 

How would you feel in a ma­
jority Negro school and you're 
going to class and some k i d 
yells "Cracker go home." I 
once felt that I was being de­
prived of something by not 
transferring to a white school 
and now I know what. 

* « * 

I WOULD have been depriv-

Mays' Music 5,̂ ^̂  
Makers Gone 

Mays High School, the prtme 
school target in South Dade for 
burglars and vandals, was hit 
by thieves again Monday night 
or Tuesday morning and an un-
detemiined number of musical 
instruments were stolen. 

N. L . Bethel, principal, said 
the number of instruments ta­
ken hag not yet been determin­
ed. He said by late this morn­
ing the school would k n o i w 
what was missing and the val­
ue of the stolen property. 

Clifford Howard, custodian, 
igl̂  reported the burglary, said 

the thieves entered the b a n d 
room by knocking a hole i n 
the glass pane of the f r o n t 
door. 

Several musical instruments 
were smashed and were found 
in the room. 

Also entered was the r o o m 
where the band uniforms a r e 
kept. Uniforms were discov­
ered strewn over the floor. The 
Home Economics room a l s o 
was entered and ransacked. 

I t i s also believed that some 
bowling team uniforms w e r e 
removed from a closet. 

ed of being called dirty names, 
deprived of being treated equal, 
deprived of participatiion i n 
school activities, deprived of 
freedom of speech, deprived of 
knowing what it 's like to be K 
camus queen. 

And you know I 'm glad I was 
deprived of those things. 

At my school I was well known 
as "Dear Gator" advice col­
umnist of the Mays Gazette. My 
opinion was respected and peo­
ple took my advice. And so to 
the members of SOUL, in hope 
that it might help you, I say 
this: " I f you can't beat them, 
join them." 

But I ' m sure you would rath­
er die. But my saying is , "Ne­
ver stay where you aren't want­
ed." You are the minority at 
South Dade and for that rea­
son and others you won't win. 

* « * 
BUT TO those Rebels at 

South Dade who took the name 
Rebel for what it meant to our 
ancestors, I say this: 

"There is a destiny t h a t 
makes blacks and white men 
brothers. No man goes his way 
alone, for a l l that you send out 
into the lives of others shall 
come back in the life of your 
own." 

I am not a South Dade Reb­
el. I am a Ram and for that 
I 'm proud. 

GATOR-'68 



Clog The V/ay 

Black Dummy 
Hanged From 
SD Flagpole 

A small, black dummy was 
hanged from the flagpole a t 
South Dade High School t h i s 
morning as sophomore orienta­
tion get underway. 

Negro students said a white 
sheet, with red writing, which 
was hanging under the b 1 a c k 
dummy bore the inscription: 
"Class of '69" and "Nigger Go 
Home!' ' 

The custodian managed t o 
bring the sheet down but at ^ 
presstime had been unable to* 
get the dummy down. A snor­
kel lift was en route to cut it 
away from the flagpole. 

Negro students grabbed t h e 
sheet and ripped it up when it 
was brought down. 

The American flag and t h e 
Plorida state flag were raised 
immediately, 

Principal William Wilson 
said he did not thank the dum­
my was on the pole when he 
arrived at the school at 7:45 
a.m. 

He said the pole had not been 
used as the ropes had not been 
in place. 

Coach Leo Martin said h e 
did not know who put up t h e 
dummy or sheet — whether it 
was students, alumni or outsi­
ders. 

Cripes 
Editor, The News Leader: 

I am writing to comment on 
the letter written by a SOUL 
member which appeared in the 
Aug. 26 edition of The N e w s 
Leader. My letter also repre­
sents the feelings of my 
friends. 

F i rs t of all I , like so many 
others,, am sick and tired o f 
the black students griping 
about how unfairly they a r e 
treated. It galls me every 
time they cry that tiiey a r e 
being treated uirfairly. 

* « * 

N A T U R A L L Y differences are 
going to occur between the ra ­
ces at times and the Negro 
may feel he is geHing a raw 
deal, but when they start talk­
ing in terms of the entire fac­
ulty and student body their 
charges have no foundation. 

If these black students wculd 
make a decent effort to achieve 
what they want wheHier it be a 
cheerleader ( r what have you 
instead of crying "Everyone is 
prejudiced against us ," tney 
might be surprised by the out­
come. 

Also, did it ever occur to the 
black students that the n a m e 
SOUL is disliked by the whites 
as much as the name "Rebel" 
is by the blacks. 

Vou can't fight fire w i t h 
fire, you know. 

During the last few days of 
school this past year at least 

25 black students paraded 
through the halls in sweat­
shirts adorned with such phras­
es as "Black Power," " S o u l 
Brother," "Soul Sister." and " I 
Got Soul." 

* * * 
B Y DOING this they w e r e 

^ 

rebelling against school auFior' 
ity so technically they were 
rebels and could be called that. 

Therefore the name Rebel 
fits them so why do they want 
to do away with it? 

. . M I K E BIONDO 
. . . .So i i l l i Dade High 

South Dade Alma Mater 
Should Appeal To AU 

Editor, The Newg Leader: 
I would like to stress o n l y 

one thing. In Tuesday's paper 
a Mays High graduate said n e 
Negroes of South Dade would 
like to sing a school song with 
a true and dedicated meaning 
behind it. 

« * :̂  

W E L L , YOU don't know 
what you're talking about. The 
South Dade Alma Mater goes 
like this: 

A l l hail, beloved South Dade, 
Hail to thee we sing. 
We hope that we wil l honor 

you now and evermore. 
In every dass and on t h e 
teams, fighting for the 

lead, 
We'll try to m âke you proud 

of us and pledge our ev­
ery deed. 

To you our Alma Mater, deep 
in every heart. 

Shall live the memories of 
our yeans, ; 

At South Dade High. 

I want her nnd everyone els 
who doesn't know that " D i x i e " 
is just a fight song, not an A l ­
ma Mater! We play it at foot­
ball games and pep rallies as 
a fight song, no more t h a n 
that. 

The one flung that really 
gripes is that at our Pep 
Assemblies we always s t a n d 
and sing our Alma Mater a t 
the end. Even if the dismissal 
bell rings we sing it because 
we love our school and like to 
show it. 

* « • 
T H E N E G R O E S should at 

least have the courtesy to s 11 
quietly (if they can't stand) 
while we sing because we are 
proud to belong to South Dade. 
But they get up and walk out! 

I 'm not saying if we should 
or shouldn't be Rebels, but I 
think, while we are "Rebels" 
they should at least be court­
eous. I t ' s their school, too. 
. . . A SOUTH D A D E S T U D E N T 
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—Herald Pholo by C. A. MITCHELL 

Custodian Takes Effigy from Pole 
. . . incident was at South Dade High 

J / s i 

Flag of Prejudice 
Flies Over School 

By SHARON T Y L E R 
Herald Writer 

A white flag lettered "Nigger, Go Home," fluttered atop 
the flagpole of South Dade High School as students' arrived 
there Friday morning. 

Impaled on a spike at the top of the pole was a black 
doll. 

Otis Wallace, 16, a senior who heads the Students' Orga­
nization for Unity and Liberty (SOUL) said he tried to climb 
the pole to haul the flag and effigy down, but found it was 
coated with grease. 

Wallace said he notified principal William Wilson, then 
went back outside to lower the white flag. 

" I burned i t , " he said later, pointing to a pile of ashes. 
Wallace and a school custodian raised the American and 

Florida flags in an effort to hide the doll until a "cherry-pick­
er" crane was brought to the school and the doll was re­
moved. 

Some South Dade Negro students in recent weeks have 
complained about the' nickname of the school's athletic 

! teams — "Rebels." But no one was saying whether that had 
anything to do with the effigy. 

Principal Wilson, School Board security man John Tyler 
and three members of SOUL met later in Wilson's office. 

"These same students (SOUL members) have been pro­
testing all summer," Wilson said. "Our talk hinged on their 
problems." 

Wilson said he had not seen the effigy on the pole. 



M/ 

Today's Black Youth 
Has A Voice Of Its Own 

Editor, The News Leader: 

I have seen the issue c o n -
cerning blacks and whites of­
ten discussed in this paper, but 
until I read the article signed 
" A Senior Citizen" I was re­
luctant to express my views. 

Wc have been represented by 
our elders for so long that the 
public had failed to realize that 
the black youth has a voice of 
its own. And I might add a 
very powerful one. 

« * * 

MAYBE T H E only issue of 
the Civil War was not slavery, 
jus', as the only issue with SOUL 
i f not to change the name 6t 
Rebels. But the fact is slavery 
did exist and the slave holders 
fought under the name "Reb­
els ." 

We are proud of our heritage 
but, tell me, would you be proud 
of the fact that you have the 
name of a former master? 
Could y o u accept someone 
else's language and culture 
without feeling hatred? 

No, you could not, because 
you have said that you do not 
want us (the black people) 
"crammed down your throat." 
Well, just remember, the South-
c m whites crammed t h e m ­
selves down our throats a n d 
we have just begun to c o u g h 
them and their culture back up 
in an effort to attain our own. 

As for the blacks being treat­
ed like spoiled children, c a n 
you blame them for feeling like 
you owe them something. Af-

ter all if you just had to pay 
our ancestors for their years of 
work without pay t h e r e 
wouldn't be any white Ameri­
ca. 

Concerning violence, the 
black youth has realized that 
this world was buiilt on v i o -
lence. Maybe they feel that the 

only way to survive in a world 
of violence is to "do on to oth­
ers a.s they dc on to you." 

Yes, long live our country. 
And as long as it lives blacks 
wil l fight for honor and respect, 
justice and liberty, all t h a t 
which is long overdue. 

'67-SOUTH DADE 

^ ^ 

Rebel Tag Hurts, 
\eeds Changing 

Editor, The News Leader: 

As a black South Dade stu­
dent, a member of the human 
race, and a United States citi­
zen, I would like to voice my 
opinion on the racial controver­
sy at South Dade High. 

I have tried to look at b o t h 
sides of the story with an open 
mind and have concluded that 
the whites value tradition over 
personal feelings. 

« * * 

BLACKS A R E usually look­
ed upon as a rioting, wild group 
of people. Everyone fails t o 
notice that wherever there is a 
riot there is a cause. I think 
that SOUL should be commend­
ed on its p ropr way of hand­
ling the situation by organizing. 

Every day I read in the 
newspapers of someone asking 
SOUL to wait. I think that the 
trouble with the black society 
today is that we have already 
waited too long. 

People come from Germany, 
Russia, Cuba and everywhere 
else and have more freedom in 
the United States than t h e 
black man. The only thing the 
whites can possibly h a v e 
against the black man is his 
color, and yet whites lie in the 
sun five hours a day trying to 
get that color. 

I don't see how the whites 
can say al l they care about is 
tradition and not how this name 
hurts others. You are asking 
us to go to this school and be 
offended and hurt only because 
of a tradiiiUon. 

A society that lives off t h e 
past is a sick society. T h e 
Civil War was a lost cause for 
the Rebels. Why can't these 
present day Rebels hang it up.; 

« « » 
T H E WHITE students s a y 

they don't have slavery and the 
Confederacy on their m i n d s 
when they sing "D ix i e " and, ! 
wave the Confederate flagj 
After saying this they contra-* 
diet themselves by saying 
changin the name won't 
change the minds of the whites. 

I don't see why it is so hard 
for South Dade to get a name 
that's not discriminatory to 
either whites or blacks. As 
long as the Rebel name stays 
at South Dade it wil l serve as 
a racial dividing line. 

Why does South Dade have to 
be so different? Other schools" 
have good cheering names that ' 
all the students are proud of. 

In order for South Dade to 
be anything we must all r e ­
spect each other's feelings. 

MAE B E L L E WALLACE 



Time Wasted 
On Rebel 

Controversy 
Editor, The News Leader: 

I disagree with SOUL and its 
reasons for wanting to change 
the name of the South D a d e 
"Rebels," I can understand 
why they feel this way but why 
in this day and age do we have 
to disagree on the name of a 
school. 

« * « 

WHY DO we spend time on 
something like this when we 
could be helping people who are 
handicapped or doing volunteer 
work? 

SOUL, how do you think the 
many people in this country 
felt (who belong to the Jewish 
religion) when the surfer em­
blem was a popular fad a year 
ago and is now coming back in 
medallion form? 

The symbol I speak of is the 
swastika, an emblem which for 
not only the Jews but many oth-
ers is linked with the anguish 
caused by the Nazis. 

The Jews were not slaves but 
machines i n concentration 
camps. They were killed, not 
given food and shelter. 

* * * 
P L E A S E DON'T change the 

name "Rebels" just because it 
offends you personally. Try to 
help yourself out at South Dade 
next year instead of hindering 
yourself by feeling sorry f o r 
yourselves. 

I do wish you four Negro 
boys had taken more interest in 
our football team (the ones the 
coaches were willing to give a 
third chance to). Last year 
you proved we needed you. This 
year our team wi l l not be the 
same without you. 

S E N I 0 R ' 7 1 

She*s Seen Lots 
Of Poor Days 

Editor, The News Leader: 
I was bom Oct. 26, 1896, in 

the stiate of Tennessee on t h e 
Lambs Ferry Road. 

I have seen plenty of poverty 
and I didn't finish the fifth 
grade. 

MRS. L U R A T . NORWOOD 
A Rebel 

Black Students 
Treated Unfairly 

E<htor, The News Leader: 

I read Mr. Brookshire's arti­
cle, " I f I Were Black. . ." Well, 
you're not black and you don't 
understand the black's life. 

« * * 

YOU KNOW the white people 
of South Dade couldn't care 
less about the black students. 
When the black student goes 
out for a sport, he can be as 
great as John Unitas but do you 
think he'll make first string? 

Of the four major sports, I 
noticed that Randy McMichael 
made first team on at least 
three of them over Negroes who 
played outstandingly well. Why 
didn't South Dade have a black 
quarterback? Because the col­
or bothers the coaches? 

I guess Calvin Jones played 
first team because of his 
height. How did McMichaels 
make honorable mention for 
al l county basketball o v e r 
Jones? Oh, I forgot, the color. 

I know the statistics were on 
Jones' side. 

I f the black isn't given a 
chance how can he prove him­
self and feel a part of t h e 
school? 

During pep rallies they a l ­
ways use songs to make t h e 
whites fee! good, regardless of 
how the Negro feels. The Ne­
gro students at pep rallies are 
used to hearing "Do it or get 
out" from teachers. 

« « • 
THE R E B E L S really w e r e -

against Negroes. The whites at 
South Dade are out there to 
push the blacks around. 

The whites at South Dade, 
both students and faculty, are 
against the blacks and wont 
give them a chance. T h e 
teachers, students and coaches 
at South Dade don't want the 
black at the top. 

BRAY HARRIS 



In One Day^ 
Stupidity 

And Heroism 
Race relations at South D a d e 

Dade High School, please take 
two steps to the rear of the class. 

A L L B E C A U S E of an act of 
blatant stupidity Friday w h e n a 
black d u m m y was hoisted to the 
top of a flagpole with "Nigger G o 
H o m e " written below it. 

Hopefully, the black students 
will keep the incident in its proper 
perspective. The persons w h o 
pulled the malicious stunt should 
be pitied for the amount of hate 
and ignorance that is gnawing 
a w a y inside them. 

Only inches a w a y from that 
story in Friday's N e w s Leader 
w a s another story involving eight 
black persons and a lone w h i t e 
policeman. 

The officer only a few hours 
before the hoodlums were hoisting 
the d u m m y at South D a d e had his 
hands full in West Perrine pulling 
the eight from almost certain 
death in a burning house. 

H E P R O B A B L Y saved the 
lives of all eight But just a few 
hours later and not too m a n y 
m i ' distant the hoodlums were 
bUoy making the lives of the stu­
dents at South Dade High i m ­
measurably more complicated. 

S. Dade 
Tackles 
Problem 

By J E A N N E T T E ROBINS 
South Dade High School's 

1,346 students had the sticky 
problem of solving racial ten­
sions dropped in their laps of­
ficially today. 

At a school - wide assembly 
calle dthis morning by the Stu­
dent Council, students w e r e 
briefed about black students' 
objection to the Confederacy -
linked school song, flag a n d 
nickname, and were brought up 
to date on preliminary meetings 
at which representatives of the 
white and black students have 
begun to explore each other's 
feelings. 

Black students have objecjjjjl-
strenuously to the historicat 
implications of the school song, 
"Dix ie , " the nickname Rebels 
and the wide use of the Con­
federate flag at school func­
tions and athletic contests. 

Along with complaints about 
discriminatory treatment b y 

white students and faculty, the 
black students had taken their 
objections to the School Board. 
It ruled that the nickname, 
song and emblem were chosen 
by the school's first s t u d ent 
body and any changes should 
be made by prehent students at 
th^ school. 

At this morning's assembly, 
student government members 
and spokesmen for the b l a c k 
students first aired the prob­
lem and then polled the stu­
dent body. 

Students were asked to write 
their opinions and suggestion."; 
for possible solutions to t h e , 
many - pronged situation. 

Feeling is high among some 
members of both races. 

The blacks charge that t h e 
use of Confederate symbols is 
demeaning to them and remin­
iscent of slavery. 

Feeling among white s t u-
dents runs the gamut from a 
few openly racist students t o 
others who evince broad under­
standing of the blacks' v i e w ­
point and are in sympathy with 
their complaints. 

White students who object 
strongly to any change of 
school nickname, song and em­
blem charge that such a 
change would strip South Dade 
of much of its tradition. 

They say that, to them, the 
name Rebels, the Confederate 
flag and the song Dixie connote 
school spirit and in no way hark 
back to the blacks' pre-Civil 
War subservience. 

A number of whites are 
frankly resentM of the upset 
caused by an organized minor­
ity (black students are repre­
sented by an organization call­
ed Student Organization for Un­
ity and Liberty - S . O . U . L . ) . 

1 any of the whites in t h i s 
cai "gory have spoken out in ob-
jec in to Principal William 
Wilson's directive that t h e 
school fight song, Dixie, would 
not be played or sung Friday 
during sophomore orientation. 

Wilson said the decision was 
his own, that county school se­
curity men concurred, and that 
he had also asked the cheer­
leaders not to use any Rebel 
cheers. 

His instructions applied only 
to the sophomore orientation, 
and should not be construed to 
apply to ar.y future school - re­
lated activity, Wilson told The 
News Leader today. 



At South Dade 

Youth Group 
Ptans Events 

A dance Sept. 27, after South 
Dade High School's second 

MAPPING PLANS for year's activities are 
board members of South Dade Youth Asso­
ciation. From left to right are Cookie Tyre, 
Bob Barnes, James Bemecker, SDYA pres­

ident Susan Thompson, vice president Bob 
Scisco and treasurer Peter Coats. 

- S t a f f Photo by E d Oberlies 

home football game, will be the 
first major event of the n e w 
season for South Dade Youth 
Association. ^ 

The dance will serve as a 
money - raiser for the new drill 
team being sponsored at t.he 
school this year by the Youth 
Association. I t wilj also con­
stitute a membership drive. 
For one price students will be 
admitted to the dance and also 
be enrolled as members of the 
association. 

Members will be aole to at­
tend Thanksgiving and N e w 
Year 's dances sponsored b y 
the association at reduced pri­
ces. 

The board of directors, meet­
ing recently with advisors Mrs. 
Ruth Campbell, Mrs. W. C. 
Carmichael and Mrs. J a c k 
Barnes, made plang for t h e 
coming year. I t was agreed 
that the popular post - p r o m 
prowl wil l be sponsored again 
by the association next spring. 

Letters have been sent t o 
three men's civic clubs request­
ing each to appoint a member 
as advisor to the group. 

The association board con­
sists this year of Susan Thomp­
son, president; Bob Scisco, vice 
president; Mary Lamtert, sec­
retary; Peter Goats, treasurer; 
E d Glenn, corresponding secre­
tary; Libby Cool, Brian Guin-
and Charles Murray, Robert 
Barnes and Paul Pearson. 



Rebel Symbols Racist 
Hurt Negroes' Feelings 

Editor, The News Leader: 

As a black student I h a v e 
heen following closely the let­
ters which have been printed 
concerning the nickname " R e ­
bels" at South Dade H i g h 

'School. 
The letter that struck me as 

being the most naive was writ­
ten by Mr. Vihlen, president of 
the class of '65. He states that 
he could not see how the term 
"Rebel" could hurt the feelings 
of Negroes. 

* * * 

T H I S IS very understandable 
in that Mr. Vihlen isn't black. 
His problem is that he is white, 
and just as all white Ameri­
cans, he has had different ex­
periences than the Negro. 

No white man could really 
understand the feelings o f a 
black man because he has a 
totally different concept of life 
and history. To Mr. Vihlen, 
the Confederate flag and 
"Johnny Reb" uniforms obvi­
ously are nostalgic relics of the 

past when the South was glori­
ously protecting its "white, 
system of human enslavement. 

But to myself and other 
black Americans they are re­
minders of a past where o u r 
race was cruelly oppressed by 
a racist people who used reli­
gion as justification of t h e i r 
sins against their f e l l o w 
man. 

* * * 

MR. V I H L E N states that aU 
the Negroes got out of the Civil 
War was freedom. Does h e 
actually consider that a man's 
house being burned is worse 
than a man losing his free­
dom? 

I think he would have to ad­
mit that the blacks' attainment 
of freedom (false freedom be­
cause we are still not free) was 
much more important than the 
Confederate losses which were 
gained on the backs of t h e 
black man anyway. 

True, I must admit that the 
20 years of Reconstruction 

Rebel Name Is What 
The Students Make It 

Editor, The News Leader: 

I n answer to the Mays gradu­
ate. Gator '68, she said she 
said she would have been de­
prived of knowing what it was 
like being a campus queen and 
deprived of freedom of speech 
and participation in school ac­
tivities. 

* * * 
S H E ALSO said she w o u l d 

not have been treated equally 
and would not have been r e ­
spected (being called dirty 
names). My point is how does 
she know al l of this if she went 
to Mays and not South Dade. 

I don't know of anyone at 
South Dade who doesn't get 
treated equally or doesn't get 
to speak his piece, no matter 
what their race. 

She doesn't know what hap­
pens at South Dade if she went 
to Mays. She can say s h e 
heard all about it but that 
doesn't mean a thing. 

I have heard a lot of things 
but I don't know if they a r e 
true or not. I don't doubt that 
there is name calling but it goes 
on with both races and we must 
do away with this and talk to­
gether and make some sense. 

I n my opinion the n a m e 
"Rebel" should remain t h e 
same;it is a tradition a n d 
should never be changed. I 
agree completely with E r i c 
Vihlen's letter to your newspa­
per. 

* * * 
T H E C I V I L War is forgotten 

to most of us and the Negroes 
and whites must learn to live 
together. The name "Rebel" is 
what we make of it and we 
should make the most of it that 
we can. 

The Rebel name is what we 
see in it and I see good in it 
and so should everyone else, no 
matter what race they are. 

RONNIE P O W E L L 
1 ilnrilhr BOMHI Dade H b ^ 

were unfair to the Southerners 
but could those Reconstruction 
years compare to the e v i l s 
committed upon the black race 
for 200 years by the w h i t e 
man in America? Certainly 
net. 

* » * 

IS I T R E A L L Y so bad that 
the English speaking p e o p l e 
were defeated on their home 
soil because of their inhuman 
treatment of their fellow man 
on his home soil? In my opin­
ion, if a people are morally 
wrong they should pay t h e 
price no matter what the cost. 

The use of Confederate dress, 
colors, flags songs is def­
initely connected with racism 
in that these objects were sym­
bols of the effort of a radst 
society to preserve its "gen­
teel" system. This is the " R e ­
bel" tradition. 

Mr. Vihlen stated that SOUL 
represents a very small per­
centage of the black population 
of Homestead. How could he 
validly gay this? Did he con­
duct a door-to-door survey i n 
the southwest section? I ' m 
sure he did not. 

* * » 

I T H I N K T H A T the flying of 
a foreign flag over U. S. soil 
is treason (except over foreign 
embassies). Since the Confed­
erate States of America was a 
foreign country, then the South 
Dade "Rebels" are technically 
committing, treason. 

Why not use the nickname 
"Americans" in place of "Re­
bels"? I s South Dade fighting 
the Civil War? I sincerely 
hope not, 

E R N E S T E . L E E 
. . . Student, Prairie View 
. . . A & M College, Texas 

LI 



W^nacial Tension—Mayor 

Lax Discipline Cited 
At South Dade High 

Citizens 
Committee 
Proposed 

By GEORGIA M A R S H 
Herald Staff Writer ' 

Homestead Mayor William 
Dickinson Thursday accused 
school officials of encourag­
ing racial tensions at South 
Dade High School by failing 
to crack down on discipline , 
problems. 

School officials denied that ; 
South Dade has had rnore 
than a normal share of be­
havior problems. 

• Dickinson, Homestead City 
Manager Olaf Pearson and 
Police Chief Emmett Snyder 

' discussed the school's prob­
lems with School Superinten­
dent Dr. Edward Whigham 
Wednesday afternoon. The 
Homestead officials had re­
quested the meeting. 

Dickinson said the schooi's 
students are being "used as a 
vehicle to create community 
problems." He accused "out­
side influences of generating 
the school problem to moti­
vate a community problem," 
and said school officials 
failed to exercise their au­
thority to keep things under 
control. , 

Dickinson proposed estab­
lishing a multi-ethnic com­
mittee of South Dade citizens 
who would observe the 
school first-hand and "see if 
discipline is adhered too." 

He said the committee's 
findings could relieve fears 
of both the black and white 
populace that all students 
aren't being treated equally. 

Dr. Whigham said the 
committee proposal would be 
looked into. 

Last month, Negro stu­
dents complained to the 
School Board of discrimina­
tory practices at South Dade 
and asked the school's nick­
name "Rebel," be changed. 

D i c k i n s o n said,. "The 
s c h 0 0 1 's problems arep't 
racial in nature. There is an 
attempt to make them racial, 
but it's a breakdown in dis­
cipline. Kids are getting 
away with close to murder." 

Thursday night, after May­
or Dickinson told parents of 
t h e day's developments, 
some parents decided to hold 
a clear-the-air meeting to­
night. Jack Levy said the 
session, at a site not yet 
determined, would be used to 
air complaints that school 
board policies are not en­
forced equally among Negro 
and white students. 



On South Dade High Prohtem 

Whigham WonT 
Attend Meeting 

Three Discuss 
Current Issue 
With Officials 

D a d e County School Superintendente D r . E d w a r d 
W h i g h a m dec l ined T h u r s d a y e i t h e r to v i s i t H o m e s t e a d 
a n d p e r s o n a l l y t a l k to a group of concerned South 
D a d e H i g h p a r e n t s , o r a t tend a c o m m u n i t y m e e t i n g 
i n r e f e rence to g r o w i n g r a c i a l u n r e s t a t t h e school . 

Mayor William Dickinson, 
> Homestead Police Chief E m ­

mett Snider and City Manager 
Olaf Pearson met with Whig­
ham and John Tyler, director 
of Dade Coimty school security, 
at the superintndent's office in 
Miami and requested a Home­
stead meeting. 

• The three Homestead offi­
cials' went to the meeting j n i -
marily to discuss the SOUL 
(Negro student organization) 
demands that the school Rebel 
flag, nickname, song and sym­
bols be changed. 

Dickinson said when he ask­
ed Whigham w h o would as-
sume the responsibility of the 
decisions as to what would be 
done if the students were un­
able to make a decision, Whig­
ham answered that it was not 
yet known and would depend 
on what happened at the time 
thp matter came to a head. 

The Homestead mayor t o l d 
Tyler and Whigham It was his 
belief that the SOUL demands 

•• *ind the resulting unrest w a s 
being used by outside influence 
to cause racial strife In t h e 
Homestead area. 

V4 

The Homestead delegation 
told The News Leader Thurs­
day that they were most sur­
prised by Whlgham's remark 
that the South Dade High School 
situation was not a school prob­
lem but a community problem 
that should be solved by t h e 
black and white students a 'nd 
parents. 

This allegedly startled t h e 
South Dade men, who claim 
school security has taken over 
thd matter, in fact even from 
th" police, and that the school 
board had previously said the 
school itself should settle t h e 
controversy "at the local lev­
e l . " 

Dickinson said "The school 
administration under Wh^ham 
is attempting to relieve t h e 
schoo] and school board from 
being involved, but is allowing 
staff members to participate 
and In fact generate the prob­
lem." 

He requested that a crack­
down on discipline problems b9 
Instigated Immediately, wheth­
er the students be black o r 
white. 



'Demands' Bring 
Resentments 

Editor, The News Leader: 

As a parent and interested 
citizen I have been reading the 
letters of the past few weeks 
regarding the name of the South 
Dade Rebels with some amuse­
ment and with some anger. 

F i r s t of all, nothing has or 
ever wi l l be accomplished to 
anyone's satisfaction by t h e 
word "demand." Webster's 
New World Dictionary defines 
the word demand: to ask for as 
a right or as a need. 

* « » 

SO IT WOULD seem that the 
members of SOUL feel that they 
have the need or right to ask 
that the word "Rebel" be 
changed. So the question that 
comes to mind Is : I f the name 
Is changed, what really w i l l 
have been accomplished? 

Win it really change a n y -
thing? Remember now this 
was done by demand. WMl you 
a.5 members of SOUL be filled 
with pride because you forced 
an Issue and won? Will you see 
respfect in your fellow students' 
eyes or wil l you see what the 
word demand can do?. 

Win you see the recognition 
you so desire and feel the pride 
of having done a good job be­
cause you earned that right, 
as every student must, or wi l l 
you see contempt and bitter­
ness because you demanded it? 

This is ' something to be 
thought about very deeply and 
earnestly. For no one has the 
right to ask of others what they 
themselves cannot give. Surely 
there is nothing so rewarding 
to a n y person regardless of 
race, creed or religion than to 
know the momentous feeling of 
self accomplishment of stand­
ing on your own merit. 

* * * 
CERTAINLY IN these times 

the word (rebel) is appropriate. 
Ou world affairs, our country 
and, yes, all our people are l iv­
ing in a rebellious period where 
changes are being made a n d 

for you the past few years mar­
vellous strides have b e e n 
made. 

But strides that have b e e n 
performed through wisdom and 
foresight, not with demands. 

Rebel is surely a word that 
has harsh meanings, all t h e 
more reason to keep it a n d 
make a new meaning, one of 
pride and achievement, of 
school spirit and determination 
to make South Dade Rebels the 
best school in the South. 

We need this and so do you. 
So let's walk forward, not back­
ward, as South Dade Rebels. 

MRS CARL I V E Y 

VothingWon 
Without Try 

Editor, The News Leader: 

Let's end this apparently ne-
ven-ending debate in your pa­
per over Souls and non-Souls by 
one simple statement. 

No one ever won anything by 
non-participation. 

SOUL says they are discrim­
inated against, not listened to, 
and as a result wiU not parti­
cipate ir. any sports, band o r 
extra - curricular activity at 
South Dade as an apparent pro­
test movement. 

If they really believe in What 
they say the only way to prove 
it is through participation. Non-
participation is nothing but pre­
admission of defeat and t h e 
lack of foresight on how to gain 
recognition. 

They don't need demonstra­
tions, violence, or rioting, b u t 
simply willingness to partici­
pate. 

.. . G E N E BURNETT 

Group Plans 
Meeting To 
Air Situation 

A meeting has been called to­
night to organize parents — 
black and white — to demand 
equal treatment for a l l stu­
dents at South Dade High 
School and to force the school 
administration to adhere t o 
and enforce school rules. 

The meeting wil l be held at 
Harries Field, Homestead, at 
7:30 p.m. today. I t is open to 
any interested person, regard­
less of race, creed, color or na­
tional origin. 

"Parents are going to be sur­
prised — and shocked — at 
what has been going on at 
South Dade," said Jack Levy. 

Levy is one of a group o f 
about 30 parents who have been 
meeting infornially to seek a 
solution to problems that haye 
fostered racial dissension at 
the high school. 

They have been conferring 
with school officaials at the 
school, district and county lev­
el, and wil l report the results 
at tonight's meeting. 

Homestead Mayor William 
Dickinson, who met yesterday 
with School Superintendent E d ­
ward Whigham, said he be­
lieves t h e school board is 
aware of racial tension a t 
South Dade and is ducking its 
responsibility and "trying to 
make the community a f a l l 
guy when it erupts " 

He charged that administra­
tors are "hiding under a desk 
and expecting the problem to 
go away," and that faculty and 
county school security people 
"are lying to you when t h e y 
deny thut incidents are happen­
ing -7- incidents that we have 
seen — that have taken place 
within a few feet of the princi-
pai's office." 

Dickinson said trouble be­
tween the races is only a symp­
tom — the basic problem i s 
the school system's failure to 
enfore its own rules. 

The original group of parents 
met last night and called to-

(Continued on Page 3) 



Rebel Banner Need Not 
Divide Whites, Blaeks 

Editor, The News Leader: 

I am a member of the stu­
dent body attending South Dade 
this year. I believe there is 
much to be proud of, but much 
work to be done on the part of 
all students. I am the Eastern 
District Luther League Presi­
dent, a body which represents 
the youth throughout the East­
ern U.S. and part of Canada. 
The organization represents all 
young people in the American 
Lutheran Church. 

* * * 

ONE THING left out in this 
community problem, I believe, 
is faith. I think we need a com­
bined faith in each other as 
Americans, instead of races. 

I find the youth throughout 
the American Lutheran Church, 
both white and black, are con­
cerned about today's social 
problems. Through the church 
they realize there is hope, not 
distrust; workable solutions, 
not fear; and faith, not revolt. 

To the white youth I present 
this question: Have we really 
begun to care about our black 
American, or have we pushed 
the issue off by saying, yes, we 
care, but just don't want to get 
involved. 

» * * 
TO T H E B L A C K youth I ask: 

I s it fitting to create organiza­
tions to solve problems if those 
organizations are created in 
races? 

Problems must be worked 
out together, not as white or 
black, but as fellow men, fel­
low workers. We must not for­
get, we are created together in 
one image. I implore each of 
us to search, and to find a door 
to a relationship with ourselves, 
as a group of youths, related in 
a cause, and that cause being 
peace. I present this question 
to those uncommitted persons 
who have said nothing concern­
ing this issue. Are we gaining 
anything by your silence? I 
think not. 

I B E L I E V E that we n e e d 
faith, the kind that Jesus Christ 
had. The kind that brought 
men of all vocations, and al l 
walks of life together for Him. 
Where is that sense of unity to­
day? Have we left unity out 
and forced childish aims to 
cause our divorce with a one­
ness which can be shared to­
gether? 

I am proud to be a young 
person living in this time and 
•era. I am proud of the hones­
ty of the youth through this na­
tion. But I am concerned for 
our future. I am concerned for 
our faith in each other. Where 
is our united power? 
• We can not stand in a world 

or nation like this as groups or 
races, but rather as members 
of a united oneness. We must 
talk, and walk, and openly dis­
cuss and create a society fitting 
for our lives and hopes, and a 
world able to stand in Christ 
Jesus. 

Where is our Faith in God? 
Where is our trust in His guid­
ing hand? Let's get together 
and let the world know we as 

youth are not divided as races, 
but united through One w h o 
carried a cross for us. 

* * * 

SOUTH D A D E has an issue. 
But in the world they need us 
even greater. Where is o u r 
unity so that we may put away 
childish dreams, and join in the 
fight for freedom and democra­
cy for aU? Let us put away 
such small dreams and forget 
that the word Rebel is offen­
sive. I believe it is a fitting 
memorial for those who have 
died for, and are presently liv­
ing for, a nation as great and 
strong, as our nation is. 

I believe we as a unity group 
could be proud of the name 
South Dade Rebels just for the 
plain fact tha* we stand up for 
causes and things which seem 
so right for us. 

Yes , Rebels for peace and 
the right to do as we see fit as 
a nation. Jesus Christ w a s 
very much a Rebel in His time. 

so can we Rebel for the great i 
power and freedom of Demo-.j 
cracy. But, first we must join ' 
forces. It is time for regroup­
ing, F regrouping as not in rac­
es but, rather throughout rac­
es. 

The first step is communica­
tion. We must be wiUing to 
communicate with each other. 
Can we manage to love each 
other, rather than hate? Can 
we find peace with our like-
ness, rather than war with our 
colors? I think the Almighty 
God, who has created us in His 
image, is trying to tell us 
something, but are we listen­
ing? 

Let us as youth and adult, as 
laborer and as people in t h e 
grac; of God learn to face is ­
sues by the word love. Have 
we learned how to love? 

M I K E JACKSON 
President, Eastern District 

Luther League 



South Dade ffigh 
Parents Seeking 
Racial Harmony 

Phone Nos.: Clrculotion 235-0141 News 247-9333 

Dickinson 
Hits School 
Officials 

By B I L L BLOSS 
Homestead Bureau Chief 

Black and white parents of 
South Dade High School 
students wi l l seek answers to 
racial problems plaguing the 
school. 

Only a handful of Negroes 
showed up for a meeting 
Friday night at Harris Field-
house in Homestead, to pro­
test school officials' alleged 
lack of enforcement of poli­
cy. I t was the mother of two 

. Soufli Dade Negro students, 
Mr. Thomassina Hunter, who 
broke the ice and volun­
teered help from Negro 
parents to end racial tension 
at the school. 

About 300 parents and 
students heard Homestead 
Mayor B i l l Dickinson level 
the blame for student prob­
lems on parents and school 
officials. "The real problem 
is the total collapse of the 
administrative structure of 
the county school system," 
he stated. 

" W e must restructure our 
school administration and 
insist that all students be 
safe in school. Let them 
come for education not a 
confrontation," Dickinson 
demanded. 

He charged that children 
are carrying the banners of 
hate and racial discord as 
pawns and innocent victims 
of adults. " I f we have feel­
ings for our children and the 
coming generations, we must 
solidify, black and white, 
Jew and gentile, men and 
women, boys and girls," 
Dickinson said. 

He protested the contents 
of a letter written by Fred 
Fuchs to Gov. Claude K i r k as 
inflammatory and singling 
out individual students for 
censure. " I think you're mak­
ing a tragic mistake by 
sending this letter," Dickin­
son continued. "The respon­
sibility is not for the kids, 
black or white, it's the 
school administration's." 



At Soutti Dade Higti Sctioot 

_ School Vote Date 
Not Set 

Students Witt 
Hotd Etection 
On Niclename 

South Dade High students still have no definite date for 
voting on their school's Rebel nickname, Confederate flag and 

school song, Dixie. 

Principal William Wilson told 
The News Leader that class­
room visitations to give s t u-
dents a chance to ask questions 
and air their views probably 
wall wind up this afternoon. 

Spokesmen for SOUL, an or­
ganization of black students 
who want to abolish the name, 
flag and song, and Sftudent 
Coilncil president Libby Cool 
are conducting the room - by-
ipdi^ ristts- ..-iiecause students 
^ r i i o f get a chance to ask 
questions at an assembly on the 

subject last Wednesday. 
Wilson saM another assem­

bly may be scheduled, depend­
ing on student reaction during 
room visitations. He said Miss 

Cool is to discuss this wdth llim 
later today. 

Wilson was asked whether 
student resentment at not hav­
ing a chance to hear a presen­
tation opposing the changes 
would determine whether ano­
ther assembly is necessary. He 
said this would certainly be a 
major factor in the decision. 

I f there is another assembly, 
Wilson stated, "there wi l l be no 
more presentations by those 
who spoke at the first assem­
bly; they have had their oppor-"' 
tunity." 

No election wil l be held until 
the visitations — and another 
as-semWy if it lis deemed neces­
sary — are completed he said. 

The election date likely wi l l 
be announced at least two days 
in advance of the vote, 'since 
interested parents have offered 
to arrange for use of three vo­
ting machines if they have 48 
hours' notice. 

Wilson said he is inclined to 
accept the offer even though a 
machine vote would necessi­
tate the moving of large num-i 
bers of students to the voting 
area, while balloting in home 
rooms would be faster and eas­
ier. 

Reason for the decision, he 
indicated, is parents' thinly -
veiled feeling that a vote b y 
ballot might be rigged. 

47 



They've 
. E A D I N G C H E E R S for South Dade High's athletic teams 

thjs season will be a sparkling corps which includes (front 
row, left to right) JUdy Konsky, Marsha Wood. Libby Cool 

Got The YeUs 
and Cookie Tyre ; (second row) Terry Jones, Lorrie BuHer 
and Cindi T o ^ y a ; (third row) co-captain Bunny Peeples 
and Alice Kaye Gray, and (rear) captain Linda MarshaU. 

- S t a f f Photo by E d OberUes 



Letters To The Editor 

Nothing On Flag But '69 
Editor, The News Leader: 

Reference your editorial, " I n 
One Day, Stupidity and Hero­
i s m . " Race relations at South 
Dade have indeed taken t w o 
steps to the rear, but not be­
cause of what was written on 
&ie Clasg of '69 flag. 

The flag was approximately 
3 by feet and lettered with 
orange and green sprav paint. 
The only things w i t ten on it 
were the numerals " '69." 

* * '" * 

COMMON S E N S E should in­
dicate that this was about the 
most that you could write on a 
piece of sheet that size with a 
can of spray paint. T r y it. 

The black, footless G I Joe doll 
was a symbol of the black prob­
lem facing us in our , senior 
year Now that wg know—and 
the word is spreading fast—that 
their charges are based on un­
truths, what we were hesitant 
about as maybe a little unfair, 
now seems like a suitable sym­
bol. 

This was done in a fit of an­
ger about the loss of flags, hats, 
song which wag already decreed 
by the school administraliiMi ev­
en though they promised Ug the 
privilege of making our own 
decisions about these things. 

* * * 

I T ' S NOT E A S Y to gracious­
ly accept something b e i n g 
shoved down your throat 
against your will 

The class of '68 and '67 also 
ran up their flags at the begin­
ning of the school year. In fact, 
this has been done so many 
times by senior classes in the 
past that this, too, has become 
South Dade tradition. 

Doesn't it seem strange to 
you that the flag was destroyed 
before anybody official had a 
chance to look at what was ac­
tually written on it? Don't 
you know that if we had writ­
ten "Nigger Go Home" on our 
senior class flag that Sam Jones 
and Otis Wallace would h a v e 
milked the propaganda value of 
the act with coast-to-coast pic­
tures of themselves displaying 
it? 

* * « 

W E R E A L I Z E that in view of 
the official trend toward a p ­
peasement of the minority 
group it would be foolhardy of 
us to sign this letter. We also 

realize fliat our side of the story 
doesn't have the same news va ­
lue as the other side. 

Truth is not always ag inte­
resting as a good solid lie, any­

way, so our side of the story 
wi l l probably be thrown out. Do 
what you want with it. We'll 
be watching (and judging) you. 

M E M B E R S , CLASS OF '69 



f 

fi6outh Dad 
Phone Nos.: Circulation 235-0141 News 247-93331 

Students to Vote 
On School's Nume 

By BILL BLOSS 
Homestead Bureau Chief 

. South Dade High School 
students were told Monday 
night the school board won't 
change the name Rebels and 
the board wil l recognize a 
vote of the student body 
majority. 

Some 200 students met at 
Harris Field in Homestead, 
despite a steady downpour of 
rain to elect new officers to 
represent all of the students 
of the school. A 12-member 
board of directors was elect­
ed after the students named 
John Campbell chairman and 
Jim Bernecker' vice chairman 
of the new group. 

Bernecker told the assem­
blage that he had met Sun­
day with school board mem­
ber Holmes Braddock and 
was promised that the board 
of public instruction would 
recognize a majority vote of 
the students. Bernecker said 
he had been told that county 
voting machines will be used 
when students vote on re­
taining or scrapping the 
nickname Rebels. The BPI 
favors use of the machines,' 
he said. 

Campbell said the new 
organization, to be named 
later by the directors, is 
being formed to see that 
democratic principles are 
adhered to at the school. 
Members of a Negro group 
called SOUL were welcomed 
to join, along with other 
students. No one is to be 
barred from the organization 
because of the race, color or 
religion, he told the students. 

Several members of SOUL 
sat through most of the 
meeting, but left before elec­
tion of directors had been 
completed. Adults who came 
to the meeting were asked to 
move to the rear of the audi­
torium and not attempt to 
participate in the meeting. 

Campbell pointed out that 
the meeting was for students 
presently enrolled at South 
Dade High School, and stu­
dents ony would be allowed, 
to participate. 

A flyer listing four points 
for democratic administra­
tion of school policy and 
regulations was supported by 
the students. Campbell said 
the flyer was shown to Mar­
vin Griepp of the south dis­
trict of the school system. 
"Griepp said he was for all 
points," Campbell told the 
students. 

School officials have de­
clined to say when the elec­
tion to determine the school 
name will be held. The SOUL 
group has, protested use of 
the name* as offensive to 
Negro students and demand­
ed it be discarded. They also 
demand elimination of Dixie 
as a school song and use of 
the confederate flag. 

A suggestion that "Con­
cerned Students Association" 
be considered for the name, 
was turned down by the new 
officers. They said the ini­
tials CSA might be misused 
because they are the same as 
the Confederate States of 
America. 

Campbell said the meeting 
was not called to discuss 
issues. The purpose was to 
guarantee democratic pro­
cess in school actions and to 

f^i, 1 ^..•.,— 
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••-'ill South Dade Students 
Form New Organization 

By J E A N N E T T E ROBINS 
About 200 South Dade High 

students who described them­
selves as "ooincemed," m e t 
last night to organize an asso­
ciation dedicated to impartial 
enforcement of school policies 
and rules, and to majority rule 
in actions affecting the student 
body. 

The student group, still un­
named, i s open to any duly en­
rolled pupil of South Dade High 
School, without regard to race, 
creed or color. 

Meeting last night at Harris 
Field, the group elected John 
Campbell chairman and J i m 
Bernecker, vice-chairman. 

Although Campbell admitted 
that he is personally opposed 
to changing the school's Rebel 
nickname, he said the organi­
zation is "not fighting t h e 
name change . . . we're fight­
ing the unfair things that have 
been going on at school." 

He referred to incidents i n 

which students who, have vio­
lated school rules or flouted 
school poUcies have gone un­
punished. Cheers greeted Ber-
necker's announcement t h a t 
he has received the assurance 
of School Board member 
Homes Braddock that the 
beard wil l support the decision 
of a majority of students. 

A student vote on the name 
change demanded by black stu­
dents in an organization call­
ed S. 0 . U . L . is upcoming and 
will be carried out by voting 
machine, Bernecker said. 

SOUL, Student Organization 
for Unity and Liberty, has de­
manded the elimination of the 
name Rebels, and school song 
Dixie, and the Rebel battle 
flag, all of which it complains 
are demeaning and insulting to 
black students. 

The association of concern­
ed students formed last night 
" i s not opposed to SOfJL," 

Campbell told the students, 
who had braved a heavy down­
pour to attend the Harris Feld 
meeting. 

" I n fact, members of SOUL 
are welcome to join the same 
as any other student i s , " he 
said. "We're not fighting the 
name change." 

But it was apparent that a 
number of students in the au­
dience are ardently prorRebel; 
several waved small R e b e l 
flags during the meeting a n d 
one student proposed an asso­
ciation name using the w o r d 
Rebel. 

Among key students organiz­
ing the association were Camp­
bell, Bernecker,. Neeley Lewis 
and Richard Fuchs. 

Four directors were elected 
from each class, and the vice 
chairman was given a vote so 
that the board consists of 13 
voting members plus the non-

(Continued on Page 3) 

South Dade 
I 
voting chairman. 

Senior board members elec­
ted are David Magee, M i k e 
Gilbert, Neeley Lewis a n d 

i Sharon Cash-
Junior directors are Richard 

Fuchs, Marty Neal, Leonard 
Cash and Lynn Graham. So­
phomore directors are Brian 
Guinand, David Rose, Diane 
Stewart and Gail Collins. 

The board will decide poli­
cies of the organization. I t 
will accept suggestions govern-1 
ing policy from any s t u dent i 
member, Campbell said, and 
will serve as liaison between 
the members and the s c h o o l ! 
administration 

The same four principles 
for which the organization 
siands are listed on petitions 
asking that the administration 
uphold them. Students h a d ! 
several hundred signatures lastj 
night and expected to get more' 
today. All four have t h e ' 
agreement of Marvin D. Griep, 
director of secondary schools 
for South District, C a m pbel! 
and Bernecker said. 

The students want: 

All school policy executed 
without regard to race, color or 
creed. 

All school rules enforced 
without regard to race, color 
or creed. 

Any and all actions by the 
student body to be determined 

' through democratic process. 
The will of the majority 

(50 per cent plus one) to be 
recognized In all actions affec­
ting the student body. 

The student organization 
closely follows that formed by 
some 500 parents — white with! 
a sprinkling of blacks — at a' 
public meeting Friday night at 

'Harris Field. 



The Up-Tight 

Generation 
By OTIS G O S S M A N J R . 

T o d a y ' s h igh school generat ion i s 
br ighter , bet ter fed, bet ter c lothed, 
bet ter looking and bet ter about ev­
e r y t h i n g else, but I don't e n v y t h e m 
and I th ink probab ly in the long 
r u n they w i l l h a v e b a d things m u c h 
worse t h a n s a y , the h igh school gen­
e r a t i o n of the '40 's . 

W h i l e our generat ion m a y h a v e 
b a d i t s m o n e y w o r r i e s , i t b a d f e w 
of the others t h a t seemed to h a v e 
t u r n e d students now into s u c h an up­
tight bunch. 

* * * 

THIS G E N E R A T I O N t akes things 
m o r e se r i ous ly t h a n we did , I be l ieve , 
a n d w h e n i t comes r i g h t down to 
the n i t t y - g r i t t y they don't h a v e m u c h 
of a choice. 

S o c i a l p rob lems t h a t we k n e w 
nothing of confront t h e m d a i l y . I n ­
tegrat ion i s w i thout a doubt the big­
gest of these, a n d e v e n then w i l l 
p robab ly t a k e ano ther generat ion or 
so before a l l the k i n k s get i roned 
out. 

M o s t l y because both sides w e n t 
into the m a t t e r cold t u r k e y . No one 
w a s e v e r r e a l l y or iented to gett ing 
along w i t h another r a c e on i n t i m a t e 
t e r m s a f t e r w h o k n o w s how m a n y 
hundred y e a r s of not gett ing a l ong 
on i n t i m a t e t e r m s . 

We didn ' t h a v e p r o b l e m s w i t h the 
b l a c k s and the b a c k s d idn ' t h a v e 
a n y prob lems w i t h u s . W e l i v e d i n 
s e p a r a t e i f not e x a c t l y equa l w o r l d s 
a n d c a m e together only i n the s u m ­
m e r i n the f ie lds . 

* • * 
A L L T H A T IS changed now and 

both the b l a c k and w h i t e students 
f ind t h e m s e l v e s l o ck ing a t e a c h oth­
e r f r o m the c losest v a n t a g e points 
i n h i s t o r y . 

T h e m e n t a l conditioning of e a c h 
a p p a r e n t l y s t i l l h a s a long w a y to 
go, as e v i d e n c e d b y some of the pro­
b l e m s South D a d e s e e m s to be h a v ­
i n g . 

Students t o d a y — a n d e v e n tomor­
r o w — a r e m e e t i n g or w i l l m e e t a 
whole se t of p r o b l e m s i n t h e i r teens 

hat w e d idn ' t h a v e to m e e t u n t i l 
m a n y y e a r s l a t e r . 

As ide f r o m the a t h l e t i c bouts bet­
w e e n R e d l a n d a n d Homestead , I 

th ink we w e r e p r e t t y m u c h of a hang 
loose a n d the d e v i l t a k e the h i n d ­
m o s t generat ion . 

« * * 

B E A T I N G H O M E S T E A D - i n any­
t h i n g , w a s the n e a r e s t to getting up 
t ight t h a t most of us k n e w . E v e r y o n e 
k n e w p e r f e c t l y w e l l that R e d l a n d 
and H o m e s t e a d n e v e r would be able 
to get along under one roof w h e n the 
f i r s t t a l k of consol idation s t a r t e d . 

H i g h school w a s m o s t l y a fun 
t i m e ; the subjects w e r e g e n e r a l l y 
no g r e a t s t r a i n on the inte l l igence 
a n d I t h i n k most students k n e w 
w h e r e t h e y stood i n re la t i on to e a c h 
other, the c o m m u n i t y and l i fe i n 
g e n e r a l . 

Col lege got a l i t t l e m o r e h a i r y , 
m o s t l y because of a happening i n 
K o r e a . E v e r y o n e k n e w p r e c i s e l y 
w h a t happened w h e n the grades s l ip ­
ped below a c e r t a i n I v e l , and cow­
a r d s t h a t w e w e r e w e m a n a g e d to 
keep the grades n e c e s s a r y to keep 
us off the f i r i n g l ine . 

I r o n i c a l l y , w e w e r e shook up b y 
a n e a r l i e r d a y M c C a r t h y in m u c h 
the s a m e w a y the present col lege 
genera t i on i s shook up , i n a n op­
posite w a y , over a l a t t e r d a y M c ­
C a r t h y . T o us J o e M c C a r t h y w a s a 
s i g n a l of the end of the R e p u b l i c ; 
t oday ' s generat ion sees G e n e M c ­
C a r t h y — o r d id—as i t s s a l v a t i o n . 

H I G H S C H O O L for our generat ion 
seemed to h a v e h a d a m u c h s t ronger 
power s t r u c t u r e . T h e p r i n c i p a l w a s 
the be a l l a n d end a l l i n p o w e r arid 
I c a n ' t r e c a l l a n y ser ious breaches 
of d i s i c ip l ine . T h e r u l e s , as I r e c a l l , 
seemed to h a v e been c l e a r l y spel l ­
ed out. Y o u k n e w a h e a d of t i m e w h a t 
w o u l d happen i f you did somethi ing , 
you k n e w w h a t w o u l d happen i f you 
d idn ' t . 

B u t the prob lems th is generat ion 
f a c e s come a t t h e m f r o m a l l sides 
and t h e y m u s t spend m u c h of t h e i r 
schoo l l i v e s r e a c t i n g to s t i m u l i o v e r 
w h i c h t h e y h a v e l i t t l e c o n t r o l — f r o m 
gett ing along w i t h the student of a 
d i f ferent co lor . s i t t i n g i n the n e x t 
c h a i r to gett ing a l ong without a teac ­
h e r because of a w a l k o u t . 
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day 
By P A U L B R O O K S H I R E 

M U C H ( m a y b e too m u c h ) h a s 
oeen w r i t t e n , s a i d a n d pr in ted on the 
c o n t r o v e r s y a t South D a d e H i g n 
Schoo l . 

I t appears , a t th is point, t h a t the 
p r o b l e m n e v e r w i l l be r e s o l v e d to 
the sat i s fac t ion of everyone . 

A S T H E f u m i n g a n d fuss ing goes 
on, h o w e v e r , one t h i n g s e e m s to be 
e m e r g i n g r a t h e r c l e a r l y — th i s news ­
p a p e r i s gett ing i t s s h a r e of b l a m e 
for a lot of the t roub le . 

I f p r i n t i n g w h a t w e h a v e been 
ab le to l e a r n about the c o n t r o v e r s y 
m a k e s us the scapegoat , then w e a c ­
cept the n o m i n a t i o n . 

* * * 

E V E R Y T H I N G w e h a v e p r i n t e d 
c e r t a i n l y i s not the gospel t r u t h . We 
a r e not i n f a l l i b l e . S o m e of the peo­
p le w r i t i n g and c a l l i n g us a p p a r e n t l y 
a r e . 

M a n y bel ieve w e h a v e s inned not 
b y a c t s of c ommiss i on but by omis ­
s ion. 

P e r h a p s so. 
I t i s d i f f i cu l t to s e p a r a t e f a c t f r o m 

f i c t ion i n such a dispute a n d m a n y 
people i n a u t h o r i t y a r e not i n c l i n e d 
to cooperate to the fu l l es t . 

* * ** 

C E R T A I N L Y T H E R E h a s b e e n 
some h a n k y - p a n k y ( 1 use th i s p h r a s e 
f o r l a c k of a be t ter w o r d ) a t South 
D a d e w h i c h w e h a v e not been ad ­
v i s e d of. 

R e p o r t s of ser ious breaches o f 
d i s c ip l ine a n d student taunts a n d 
a t t a c k s h a v e been r e p o r t e d to u s 
s o m e t i m e s second or t h i r d h a n d . 

B u t school s e c u r i t y has t ightened 
a n d school o f f i c ia l s , f e a r i n g m o r e 
u n f a v o r a b l e p u b l i c i t y w i l l only s e r v e 
to f a n t h e f l a m e s of dissension, h a v e 
r e m a i n e d s i l ent . 

We do not b l a m e t h e m too m u c h , 
r e a l l y . 

D O Z E N S O F L E T T % ^ express ­
i n g d ivergent viewpoii)|j^ <))) the con­
t r o v e r s y h a v e been H^nic!Y^rried 
us a n d m a n y others h a v e a r r i v e d 
through the m a i l . 

W e h a v e p r i n t e d v i r t u a l l y a l l , w i t h 
l i t t l e edit ing, i n the hope t h a t t h e y 
w o u l d be of therapeut i c v a l u e to ev­
eryone i n v o l v e d . 

We h a v e used our E d i t o r i a l P a g e s 
as a s o r t of " T o w n H a l l " on the sub­
j e c t w h e r e e v e r y o n e could h a v e h i s 
s a y . 

* * * 

STILL S O M E w h i t e r e a d e r s a c ­
cuse us of support ing the m i n o r i t y , 
w h i l e on the other h a n d the m i n o r i t y 
b l a m e s u s of not p r e s e n t i n g i t s side 
to the fu l l es t a d v a n t a g e . 

So w e a r e c a u g h t i n the cross f i re . 
I t ' s not a p a r t i c u l a r l y p l e a s a n t 

p l a c e to be but not a n u n c o m m o n 
one for a n e w s p a p e r . 

A n d w e w i l l continue to p r i n t the 
n e w s as w e see i t i n r e g a r d to th i s 
c ontroversy and a n y other t h a t m a y 
develop. 

C o n t r o v e r s i a l c o m m u n i t y issues 
a r e not reso lved b y n e w s b lackout 
a n d m u z z l i n g of the press . 
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Blacks Treated Unfairly, 
S O U L Member Claims 

////. 

Editor, Ths News Leader: 

I ' n . a South Dade senior and 
I 'm writing to comment on the 
display by the white students 
given at the sophomore orien­
tation. Whoever the fools were 
to make up the sign "Nigger 
Go Home" and the l o v e l y , 
black and beautiful doll will be 
the first to leave South Dade 
because only black and white 
students go to school at 
South Dade. Thg only niggers 
there are the ones who don't 
have the giuts and the common 
sense to come out in the open 
and say what he or she has to 
say. 

« * « 

I ' M G E T T I N G fed up with 
al l the talk about Rebel tradi­
tion from the white students 
who say that it hag no link 
with the past. The recent dis­
play really shows the preju-
dicee feelings that exist against 
the black students. 

I t has been said that t h e 
Civi l War is over and the Reb­
els lost, and that alj of this is 
forgotten but not by the black. 
I f all the feelings have disap­
peared why can't a l l these tra­
ditions and symbols disappear 
with theim. 

The black students have 
worked to be an important part 
of the school and some of us 
made it , but this was only on 
a part-time basis. When the 
black student had finished a 
task we were put back on the 
shelf like a kitchen utensil 
without any award or sign of 
appreciation. 

« * * 

T H E B L A C K students a t 
South Dade don't plan on being 
used anymore untij the Rebel 
traditions and symbols a r e 
thrown out for good. We've 
been treated unfairly through­
out 1967-68 and we're tired of 
being pushed around by t h e 
white students and faculty. 

I t has been said many times 

that the whites dislike SOUL 
and the blacks dislike Rebel. 
Well, it is like this: SOUL and 
Rebel have nothing to do with 
each other. Black students at 
South Dade have seen thou­
sands of times the whites try­
ing to have Soul: dances, 
slangs, hand shakes and claps, 
but never a black trying t o 
become a Rebel. 

Another thing. The S o u t h 
Dade student who wrote a let-

te.- to the editor about t h e 
black students not respecting 
the Alma Matei and walking 
out of pep rallies failed t o 
mention that more white stu­
dents walk out and don't at­
tend pep ralUes than blacks. 

These traditions and symbols 
should be abolished so that ev­
eryone would like to take part 
in something that everyone of 
the student body could enjoy. 

• SOUL MEMBER 

Should Name Be Dropped 
To Satisfy A Minority? 

Editor, The News Leader: 
I not only disagree with the 

members of the group called 
SOUL (which is an outlaw or­
ganization) but do not see what 
they are complaining about. 

I t seems as if all of these 
people are trying to hinder, 
and not help. We are taught 
many things in life, but today 
all SOUL wants to do is to start 
some type of trouble. This 
could have started over the 
way you part your hair; it 
would have made just as much 
sense. 

» • • 
I F T H E members of SOUL 

are so proud of their heritage, 
why do they not try and help in­
stead of hollering about the 
name Rebels. To me, it seems 
as if they are the Rebels in this 
controversy. 

The Band cf South Dade (Re­
bels) was not allowed to play 
Dixie, as it might offend t h e 
group that has become t h e 
Rebels, but they da im they do 
not want to be called by t h i s 

awful name. 
This is what makes the peo­

ple all over the country won­
der what these people want. 
They have no consistency i n 
their line of thought. 

As far as is known, no one 
asked these people to attend 
South Dade; they were t h e 
ones who wanted to attend the 
school. They knew the name 
of the school before. Should 
we destroy something for cuch 
a few? I f tradition means so 
much to this group, why 
do they not follow their own 
tradition? 

» * * 

T H E COMPLAINT about co­
lor on the football team goes 
back to an old' saying, " A l l 
work and no play makes Jack 
a dull boy." Why not work for 
a position and then play. 

As far as the coaches picking 
the Quarterback at S o u t h 
Dade, it seems as if their se­
lection was excellent, as they 
had oiie of their best seasons. 

NAME WITHHELD 

Rebel Editorial 1 
Sound Thinking 

Editor, The News Leader: 

Thanks for your fine editor­
ia l , "Community Damaged by 
Rebel Controversy." 

I f your sound, sane attitude 
wag taken by students, a n d 
adults, it would be a great help. 

I 've been saddened by t h e 
miss-use of an honorable sym­
bol for which devoted men died 
— but which is history, as you 
point out. 

I do hope that many w h o 
read your vtritingg will consid­
er them. 

R E V . J A M E S R. ROY 

Do Away With 
Rebel Name 

Editor, The News Leader: 
Regarding the controvers 

presently raging around t h 
St -th Dade Rebels, the .die 
tionary definition of "rebel" is: 
" a person who openly resists 
authority or opposes any con­
trol; to resist authority, gov­
ernment etc. openly and by 
force; to wage war . " 

I should think this is a good 
enough reason to change the 
name, regardless of the other 
issues involved. I c this day 
and age it is hardly a name to 
cheer, or to be proud of. 

AN A M E R I C A N - ' I ^ 
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By OTIS G O S S M A N J R . 
F O R W E E K S and w e e k s now I 

h a v e dreaded coming to the office i n 
the m o r n i n g a n d meet ing the u s u a l 
p i l e of l e t ters to the editor on m y 
desk , 99 p e r cent and m a y b e a l i t t l e 
h igher a l l h a v i n g to do w i t h the r a m ­
i f i cat ions of the R e b e l f l ag i n one 
w a y or another . 

T h e c o n t r o v e r s y has sent m e to 
the l i b r a r y i n s e a r c h of books on the 
C i v i l W a r a n d books on w h a t e v e r 
progress the b l a c k m a n and the w h i t e 
m a n h a v e m a d e s ince t h a t happen ­
i n g . 

— B u t n e v e r i n these l i t e r a r y t r a ­
v e l s h a v e I crossed paths w i t h a n y 
l e v i t y on the subject , and the m a t t e r 
h a s not been unl ike ac t ing as a p a l l ­
b e a r e r to someone you w e r e w e a r y 
of anyhow. 

* * ** 

W E K E E P t h i n k i n g , however , 
t h a t m a y b e the w r i t e r s h a v e w r i t t e n 
t h e i r souls out on t h i s R e b e l m a t t e r 
and both s ides w i l l s i t down together 
in exhaust i on a n d l e t t h e whole t h i n g 
die a decent dea th . A f t e r tha t , hope-
' v i l y , a l l concerned m i g h t t a k e up 

9 m a t t e r of s tudying h i s t o r y r a t h -
• than r e h a s h i n g i t . 

T h i s morn ing ' s m a i l , however , d id 
t r i c k . 1 k n e w t h e r e h a d to be one 
• out there who could put t h i s , 

other m a t t e r s , into l i ghter per -
t ive . Obv ious ly the w r i t e r h a s 
' pouting and s tewing i n s i l ence 
this t i m e w h e n he should h a v e 

•n w r i t i n g l e t t e r s . H o w e v e r . . . 
* * * 

D E A R M R . E O I T O R of the P a p e r : 
H o w dare you p r i n t l e t ters f r o m 

people who a i n ' t the R i g h t t y p e , s i r ? 
A n y school n e a r South D i x i e H i g h ­
w a y should bear a n a m e bef i t t ing 
t h a t G r e a t R o a d . 

W h e n 1 see the R e b e l s ' t e a m 
t e e m i n g onto the f i e ld , a n d t h a t D i x ­
ie F l a g w a v i n g i n the s m o k e f r o m 
T u r k e y P o i n t and h e a r the song of 
t h a t O l d G r a y A r m y , I a i n ' t goin ' to 
change to no n a m e but W A S P S 
( W h i t e , Anglo - S a x o n , P r o t e s t a n t , 
S c i o l i s t . ) 

N a m e Withheld ^as a matter of 
life and death. 

* * * 

D e a r M r . E d i t o r of the P a p e r : 
W h a t a n elect ion y e a r ! 
H i l a r i o u s H u m p h r e y , Nox ious N i x ­

on, or W i e r d W a l l a c e . 
T h e S o r r o w f u l S O U L S or the R a b i d 

R e b e l s . 
L e t ' s t a k e our vot ing t i m e off 

f r o m w o r k , tune in on fur ious foot­
b a l l a n d d r i n k a deserved draught . 
N o w there is a chal lenging c h o i c e -
r o l l c a l l or r e l a x , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n or 
t r a n q u i l i t y , test or res t . 

M a y the worst m a n w i n ; he u s u a l ­
l y does. 

N a m e Withheld to avoid being 
canned. 
N O W S E E , every th ing i s n ' t so bad , 

is i t ? 
T o m o r r o w m a y e v e n be bet ter . 

?/// 47!c 
Parents Agree 
To Investigate 
SD Complaints 

Almost sixty parents cf South 
Dade High students have vol­
unteered to serve on a board 
to investigate the complaints 
of any student, teacher or par­
ent who, feels he has heen un­
fairly treated in a school situa­
tion. 

The white volunteers, p l u s 
parent volunteers fro mthe Ne­
gro communities served b y 
South Dade, wi l l represent a 
group of over 500 parents who 
organized Friday in a move to 
demand strict enforcement of 
school rules and policies with­
out regard tci race. 

der the name Concerned Par­
ents Association, a hi - racial 
group that aims to: 

• Insist on strict and impar­
tial enforcement of school rules 
and policies. 

• See that a student vote on 
the name, song and flag ques­
tion is fairly conducted a n d 
that the students' decision i s 
honored by the school adminis­
tration and school board. 

Nucleus of the large parent 
organization is a group of about 
20 parents who first banded to­
gether Aug. 12 to oppose t h e 
demand of a group of b l a c k 
students that the name Rebels, 
the Rebel flag and the s o n g 
Dixie be abolished. 

The thinking of many of the 
original group apparently has 
changed — now their main con­
cern seems to be finding 
way to resolve the widening 
split between black and white 
students so that the school can 
get down to the full-time busi­
ness of education. 

This was evident at a public 
meeting called by the group 
Friday for aU interested peo­
ple of the commundity — black 
and white. 

More than 500 people respon­
ded, and discussion centered 
around what many criticized 
as the underlying reason for 
continuing racial bitterness at 
the high school — administra­
tive hesitancy to adhere strict­
ly to school rules and policies 
and to punish violators 
uniformly and without regard 
to race or community standing. 

The audience at Friday's 

• Seek school board recogni­
tion for CPA so that its investi-i 
gative committee's findings 
will be heard and heeded. 

• Urge all parents — black 
and white — to teach t h e i r 
children acceptance of other 
races. 

• Push for an early student 
vote and a quick end to disrup­
tions caused by the controver­
sy, so that students can concen­
trate full-time on their studies. 

One of the few Negroes at­
tending the meeting was Mrs. 
Thomasina Hunter, who h a s 
two children attending S o u t h 
Dade. 

"We all have to solidify and 
work together," she told t h e 
assembled parents. "Give us 
a ^chance to get concerned Ne­
gro parents together to j o i n 
you — we don't want our chil­
dren harassed either." 

"That 's exactly what we want 
to hear," commented F r e d 
Fuchs, one of the original 
group of parents. 

After the meeting, almost 
60 people volunteered to serve 
on the investigative committee 
and Mrs. Hunter said she will 
contact other Negro parents to 
join and to serve on the com­
mittee. 

Temporary chairman of the 
organization, Jack Levy, s a i d 
today the committee likely wil l 
not be set up and ready to op­
erate until after the student 

meeting agreed to organize un- vote. 



On Rebels, Jews, Blacks, 
Whites, Kosher Pickles ^ 

Editor, The News Leader: 
Let me be of some assistance 

to you in keeping alive t h e 
blacks vs. white issue as well 
as f i l l up the editorial page to 
prevent you subjecting y o u r 
readers to TWO instead of just 
one of Brookshire's scintilla­
tions. 

The Afro . Americans claim 
the word "Rebels" is oppres­
sive to them, that the song " D i x ­
i e " i s degrading, and the Con­
federate flag is used to remind 
them that their distant ances­
tors were slaves; therrfore, 
all of these things must cease 
and desist at ONCE or E L S E . 

* * * 

I T DOESN'T seem to matter 
that the white students insist 
that these symbols do n o t 
mean slavery to them, nor is 
it their intent to imply it when 
using these things — it s t i l l 
makes the Afro - American 
think this way so it HAS to go. 

Jul ian Bond of Georgia, at a 
recent tea party of the Great 
Society, frequently referred to 
his group as "Rebels." B u t 
then everyone knows he is a 
white man using a very good 
sun lamp — because a l l Afro -
Americans everywhere natur­
ally think of slavery when the 
term "Rebels" is used. 

And Bond, if he is for real , 
would be the first to want the 
Civ i l War and al l things p e r ­
taining thereto or results there­
from erased from memory or 
reference for a l l time. 

Please inform your public of 
the following: The word SOUL 
has only one connotation t o 
me and my group — and that 
is religious. I don't care what 
the Afro - Americans say i t 
means to them, it means r e U l 
gion to me and I demand t h e P 
stop using it at ONCE o r 
E L S E . — 

I T IS oppressive to me t o 
have it used for the purpose 
they are using it, and I think 
they are doing it only to re­
mind me that some people 
don't have any religion a n d 
don't believe in my religion — 
and this is very oppressive. 

Then I belong to another 
group that really are oppress­
ed by a certain situation. The 
ancestors of the Jews didn't 
just make a slave of Christ, 
they crucified Him. There­
fore, I think aR the Stars of 
David, a l l Jewish names and 
a l l Jewish jokes on T V should 
be removed. 

Al l these Jewish signs, sym­
bols, songs, names, etc. do 
NOT mean what T H E Y say it 
does, it only means what I 
think it does. I am oppressed 
and degraded by it and I want 
A L L of it to cease NOW. 

• * * 
AND MOST of aU, I want a l l 

Kosher pickles removed from 
the supermarkets immediately 
as they are a tremendous re­
minder of you know what. 

As a Southerner I demand 
that the New York Yankees 
change their name yesterday, 
if not sooner. They're using 
that name on purpose as a con­
stant reminder to me that my 
ancestors lost the Civil War. 
Again, I feel deeply oppressed 
and degraded. 

Could I please put in a word 
for my Indian friends? T h e 
Indians tell me that now both 
the black and the white man 
knows what a poor Red man 
has been going through a l l 
these years. 

I quote: "White man wave 
flag of Old Glory and sing 'My 
Country 'T is of Thee,' when he 
know it not his country but Red 
man's country. White manflo 
it just to make Indian oppress­
ed and degraded. Must stop 
or Indian go on war path." 

* * « 
I N ADDITION the Indians 

say the name "Dallas C o w ­
boys" is offensive, and t h e 

biggest blow is when the white 
man names a baU team "Wash­
ington Indians", because they 
are always losing, too. 

So please, no more American 
flag and no more references to 
America's history as it is just 
too painful a reminder of 
guess who lost that one. 

Lest Brookshire still h a s 
room for one more essay o n 
the celestial joys of bachelor­
hood (ugh) or he disenters one 
more fascinating relative, have 
him play like a reporter and 
go down to the E O P I and ask 
questions about the Californian 
(not Afro - American) who ad­
vised those young people to 
not listen to explanations or 
reasons but to stand firm in 
their demands. 

* * « 

H E HAS been successful in 
causing a total rift between 
blacks and whites at S o u t h 
Dade High when a few rude 
and crude black and whites 
tried all last year to do it but 
failed. 

HARRIS JONES 



Changing Rebel Name 
Would Hurt Whites^ Too 

Editor, The News Leader: 

As a white student at South 
Dade ffigh, I feel the b l a c k 
students are completely unrea­
sonable in their demanding the 
change of the name, "Rehs." 

* « « 
T H E B L A C K students h a v e 

many arguments to support, 
their cause and the whole stu­
dents also have their argu­
ments. 

I n his speech in assembly 
Wednesday morning, a SOUL 
member said that only ignor­
ant people held on to tradition 
and the past. 

To me he and SOUL are con­
tradicting themselves because 
they are holding on to the past 
in this business of the Civi l 
War and the Confederacy. 

Did the blacks ever think of 
the money involved in chang­
ing the name. The annual, 
uniforms, flags, etc. a l l have 
the Rebel symbol, the Confed­

erate flag. 
Yet the blacks say if w e 

were really sincere in o u r 
point of view we would think 
of how it hurts them to go to 
school under this name. 

* « * 

DON'T T H E Y think that if 
the name's changed we, t h e 
whites, wi l l be hurt? T h e 
blacks an feel that we're being 
selfish in wanting to keep our 
school name and tradition, yet 
aren't they being so to demand 
the name be changed? 

These signatures support my 
letter: Linda Myers, Linda 
Kummel, Don Callahan, Don 
KimbaU, Dianne Griffith, Don 
CogsweU, Ray Lumpkin, Deb­
bie Duncan, Linda Bayce, K a -
thy Fredrick, Debbie Warren, 
Jackie Smith, Marsha Pinks-
ton, Juanita l i n y , C a t h y 
BrackneU, Becky Butler, Jan -
is Sneed, Sharon Baggett, D i ­
ane Stewart. 

MARILYN THOMPSON 

Consider White Students, 
SOUL Members Urged 

Editor, The News Leader: 

I a m not writing ibis letter 
in answer to any particular let­
ter written to The News Lead­
er, but simply to express my 
feelings concerning the present 
situation at South Dade High. 

* * * 
I H A V E had the opportundity 

to listen to two of SOUL's rep­
resentatives and have talked to 
one personaUy. They argue 
that it is foolish i f we want to 
keep the name "Rebe l " f o r 
reasons of tradition. 

They tell us that tradition is 
living in the past and that we 
shouldn't. My question t o 
SOUL is this: I f we shouldn't 
live in the past by holding on 
to tradition why should you be 
oppressed by something that 
took place over 100 years ago? 
To my knowledge the lOO years 
has passed. 

WlHiam Shakespeare wrote 
In Romeo and Juliet, "What's 
in a name? That wMdi we 

call a rose, by any other name 
would smell as sweet . . , " 

The black students feel they 
arc bring mistreated at Sbuth 
Dade. This is debatable, but 
do they feel they wiU be treat­
ed differently if the Rebel 
name is changed? 

The same students, adminis--
tration and rules wi l l be pres-' 
ent. They wi l l have no more 
rights than they, or any other 
student at South Dade has now. 

* * * 

NO ONE is capable of being 
the judge of this situation be­
cause no one can say who is 
light and who is wrong. I f 
SOUL, however, thinks w e 
are wrong for wanting to keep 
the name "Rebel , " I wish they 
would step back and take a 
long look at themselves. 

Please SOUL, try to under­
stand our side as you have ask­
ed us to understand yours. 

K A R E N JOHNSON 
Senior, Sontb Dade 

(iIl 

Forget The 
Civil War 
Editor, The News Leader: 

I n school we have discovered 
the motives for not changing 
the name "Rebel ." The Ne­
groes say that tradition is no 
reason to keep the name "Reb­
e l . " 

* * 
T H E Y S A Y we should dis­

continue using and remember­
ing the past and look forward 
to the future. 

I believe this is an exceed­
ingly good idea but that they 
are applying it incorrectly. 
They should apply it to their 
reason for wanting to change 
the name. 
They say that it reminds 
them of the Civi l War a n d 
what the war stood for. Why 
can't they forget the past and 
live m the future? 

At footbaU games I stood up 
and shouted "Go Rebs." When 
I shouted these two little words 
I thought of our footbaU team 
and school I never w a , s 
thinkmg of the Civi l War. 

* * * 
W H E N I hear or read t h e 

name "Rebels" I immdieately 
Hunk of South Dade High, not 
the Civil War. 

Why can't SOUL and its 
members forget about the Civ­
i l War and thtok of the future 
of South Dade High. 

W A Y N E P R E S S N A L L 
Junior, South Dade 



Record In S. District 

Schools Pack'em In 
South district schools enroll­

ed a record 30,462 students in 
the first week of operation — a 
2,205 increase over last year — 
the Dade County Schools office 
disclosed today. 

The percentage of increa.se 
(7-80) was the second highest 
for any district in the county 
school system. I t was exceed­
ed only by the southwest dis­
trict, which added 2,937 stu­
dents for an 8 per cent increase. 

Countywide, a record 227,826 
children were enrolled in t h e 
first week, an increase of near­
ly 12,000 over last year. Of 
this figure, 5,949 are kindergar­
ten children, most of whom en­
rolled this year for the f i r s t 

time as Dade launched its first 
free countywide kindergarten 
program. 

South district schools posting 
pupil gains, with last year's en­
rollment at the same time list­
ed in parentheses, are as fol­
lows: 

Elementary — Avocado, 644 
(611); Colonial Drive, 961 
(816); Neva King Cooper, 505 
(446); Coral Reef, 982 (756); 
Cutler Ridge 1,354 (882); Flor­
ida City, 397 (300); Goulds, 311 
(294); Howard Drive, 1,018 
(894); Leisure City, 744 (733); 
Miami Heights, 994 (802); Na-
ranja, 449 (412); Palmetto, 967 
(930); Perrine, 530 (453); Fine-
crest, 823 (765); Redland, 649 

(572); Redondo, 388 (378); 
Richmond, 580 (579); South 
Miami Heights, 1,046 (1003); 
West Homestead, 614 (545). 

Secondary — Palmetto High, 
3,139 (2,866); Palmetto Junior 
High, 1,964 (1,865); Redland 
Junior High, 846 (793); South 
Dade High, 1,352 (1,309); Home­
stead Junior High, 1,389 
(1,068); Cutler Ridge J u n i o r 
High, 2,048 (1,875). 

South district schools which 
dropped in enrollment included 
these: 

Elementary — Air Base, 
1,189 (1,196); Gulfstream, 597 
(619); R. R. Moton, 567 (634); 
Pine Vil la, 1,053 (1,064); Whis­
pering Pines, 618 (740); A. L . 
Lewis, 582 (635). 

Secondary — Mays Junior 
High 647 ( 660); West H o m e ­
stead Junior High, none, com­
pared with 258 last year, (jun­
ior high grades at this school 
have been dropped, effective 
this year.) 

Enrollment at southwest dis­
trict schools located in t h e 
South Dade area, compared 
with last year's at this time, is 
as follows: 

Kenwood Elementary, 1,078 
(918); Richmond Heights Jun­
ior High, sixth grade, 226 (208); 
Vineland Elementary, 866 
(810); Kill ian High ninth grade 
578 (342); Kill ian High, grades 
10-12, 2,236 (1,876); Richmond 
Heights Junior High, grades 7-
9, 1,245 (1,112). 



For Students 

MDJC OKs 
Strict Code 
Of Conduct 

By GEORGIA M A R S H 
Herald Education Writer 

Miami-Dade Junior Coilege trustees Wednesday adopted 
a code of student conduct and discipiine aimed at letting stu­
dents know what they can and cannot do. 

A number of the regulations clearly are aimed at giving 
the college authority to move in case 
of student demonstrations. 

Trustee J . Neville IV^cArthur said 
the college probably wi l l be attacked 
for it, but "students are always telling 
us we didn't let tbem know In ad­
vance what tbey can or cannot do." 

The code says students are subject 
to disciplinary action for obstruction 
or disruption of teaching, research, 
administration, disciplinary proce­
dures, or other college activities, in-

J . N. McArthur eluding its public service functions, or 
. . . let's them know of other authorized activities on coi­

lege premises." 
Even broader is a regulation that prohibits "conduct 

which adversely affects the student's suitability as a member 
of the academic community." 

The code spells out disciplinary measures for such of­
fenses as dishonesty by knowingly furnishing false informa-' 
tion to the college; forging or misusing college documents; 
stealing or damaging college property; physically abusing any 
person on college-owned or controlled property or at college 
sponsored or supervised activities; and using or entering col­
lege facilities without proper authorization. 

Modeled after regulations at the University of California, 
the code gives college officials authority to impose censure, 
suspension, dismissal, or expulsion for violation of college 
regulations. 

Dr. Peter Masiko sal dthe failure of a number of impor­
tant colleges and universities in the country to handle trouble 
on their campuses, points up the need to give coilege-offieiais 
a specific basis on which to operate. 

He said a second document spelling out students' rights 
also is being prepared. 

Vote Set 
On School 
ISickname 

South Dade High School 
students will vote Monday 
on changing the schooi's 
nickname, the Rebels. 

Temporary South Dade 
Principal Howard Crahtree 
authorized two assemblies to 
be held at 9 a.m. today. 
Three white and three Negro 
students, in each assembly, 
wil l be allowed seven min­
utes to explain their reasons 
for or against the name 
c h a n g e . Following their 
talks, the floor wil l he open 
to general discussion, giving" 
individual students the op­
portunity to express their 
views. Crahtree said the 
hour-long assemblies will he 
extended an extra half-hour 
if necessary. 

A 60-student committee 
met Wednesday and recom­
mended the assemblies and 
the election, using voting 
machines, on Monday. Their 
proposals were approved by 
an evenly divided, 38-mem-
ber student-faculty board. 

Mrs. Betty Gilkey, south, 
district school superinten­
dent, said the voting wil l be 
conducted along lines pre­
scribed for county elections. 
Students wil l have to register 

t and sign a voting receipt 
•, when they cast their ballots. 

Voting will -he conducted 
during morning class hours, 
so the results can he an­
nounced before the end of 
the school day. 

South Dade Principal Wi l ­
liam Wilson is on sick ihave, 
under doctors orders. Crah-

• tree is acting principal on a 
"temporary day-to-day as­
signment," Mrs. Gilkey said. 

Crahtree reportedly acted 
swiftly in applying stern 
discipiine for rules infrac­
tions Wednesday. According 
to a reiiahie report, several 
students were given five-day 
suspensions f r o m school 
when a fight broke put in a 
school parking lot. 

One of the chief com­
plaints of students and par­
ents, has heen the charge 
that rule enforcement was 
lax under Wilson's adminis­
tration.- Wilson was ill and 
under the care of a doctor 
before school opened. 79 



Students Wave 

U.S. Flags At South Dade 
About 50 black students, ma­

ny of them waving small Amer­
ican flags, demonstrated a t 
South Dade High Srhocl t h i s 
morning. 

The students clustered i n 
front of the school building 
waving the U . S. flag and yell­
ing. 

As the otherwise peaceful 
demonstration grew noisier, 
temporary principal H o w ard 
Crabtree warned the students 
that they would either have to 
go to class, take a school bus 

back home or demonstrate 
peacefully. 

The demonstrators m i s s e d 
first period classes but later 
returned to the school building 
to attend second period assem­
bly. 

In the meantime, many o f 
the parents of the black stu­
dents came to the school t o 
quiet them. 

The parents collected t h e 
flags. 

Crabtree said he could n o t 
permit any symbols that might 

serve to incite any students . 
Charles Harris, assistant 

principal, told students over a 
public address system inside 
the school, if Rebel flags and 
other markings were on 
students' cars In the parking 
lot they had permission to go 
out and remove them, fearing 
possible damage to the vehi­
cles. -

South Dade High School has 
been embroiled In a controver­
sy over the student body's u.se 
of the Rebel name, flag a n d 
other trappings. Negro s t u ­

dents contend the Rebel sym­
bols are offensive to them as 
reminders ol the Civil War in 
which Negro slavery was a n 
issue. 

Sb'ith Dade students" are 
scheduled to vote Monday o n 
whether to retain the nickname 
"Rebels." 

Phrasing of the question 1 s 
being worked out by a commit­
tee of students, with adult su­
pervision, according to M i s s 
Elizabeth Gilkey, supervisor of 
the south district: 

Crabtree, filling in for South 
Dade Principal WilMam Wilson 
who is on sick leave under 
doctor's care, authorized two 
assemblies to be held t o d a y . 
Three white and three Negro 
.students were to be allowed at 
each assembly seven minutes 
to, give their reasons against or 
for a name change. 

Crabtree, whose regular po-
.sition is principal at Redland 
.Junior High School, called an 
assembly Tuesday and told 
students that all rules and pol­
icies of the school wi l l be en­

forced without exception. 
Ear l ier in the day fighting is 

said to have broken out in the 
parking lot and it was reliably 
reported that several students 
drew suspensions as a result. 

A chief complaint of parents 
and students has been a charge 
that discipline had become lax 
under Wilson's administration 
since the opening cf school this 
fall. 

The South Dade principal 
was i l l and under a doctor's 
care before school opened. 



i a i i t ' e •3 

S. Dade 11 
Stays Calm 

By B I L L SHELDON 
Herald SjJorfs Writer 

They are the South Dade 
Rebels, and they wil l still be 
Rebels when they open their 
season next Thursday night 

That's what Coach Leo 
Martin thinks. That is also 
what players Gary Mills, 
Robin Rhodes, Randy McMi­

chael and Jim DlBenedetto 
believe. 

Even the Student Organi­
zation for Unity and Liberty 
(SOUL), which has sought to 
banish the name "Rebels," 
knows that the name wil l 
remain. 
„..The South Dade student 

body assembled Thursday 
morning to hear opposing 
views in the dispute. The 
mood seemed tense and a 
near-fight finally brought the 
meeting to an end. Later six 
students were suspended 10 
days for fighting. 

But not one of the 65 
members of the Rebel foot­
ball team has been involved 
in the trouble. 

The issue wi l l come to a 
vote Monday morning. But 
SOUL President Otis Wallace 
has threatened a black stu­
dent boycott of the voting 
and hinted that SOUL may 
try other means to outlaw 
the nickname he finds " a 
symbol of oppression to my 
people," including a "bloody 
battle." 

"We're staying clear of 
everything, and not taking a 
chance on getting thrown out 
of school," said quarterback 
McMichael. " I guess every­
body knows how the football 
team feels, but as far as get­
ting up and saying anything, 
everybody's keeping quiet. 

"My brother went to 
South Dade, and ail the time 
I was growing up I never 
thought about this thing — 
slavery and the Confederacy 
and ail that, and I can speak 
for the whole school on 
this." 

Linebacker Mills said, " I 
did see their way for a while 
about the nickname, but 
when they started threat­
ening today I didn't like that. 
I think we would have 
changed the name if we 
could have." 

" I feel a lot closer to these 
kids than I have to any 
group before and maybe it's 
because of this thing," Mar­
tin said. 

"Sure, they're gong to play 
Dixie next Thursday. Sure, 
they're going to wave the 
Rebel flag. Why shouldn't 
they? It 's 
ic<n*4- i+ni* 

6 Suspended 
In Row Over 
School 'Name'' 

By B I L L BLOSS 
And ARNOLD MARKOWITZ 

Herald Staff Writers 
Tempers flared and racial 

tension mounted Thursday at 
South Dade High School, 
with six students drawing 
10-day suspensions for fight­
ing and Negroes threatening 
to boycott an election. 

The controversy, born late 
last spring, is over the nick­
name "Rebels" used by the 

schoors athletic teams and 
the school song, "Dixie ." 
Negro students want the 
nickname and song changed. 

The Student Council had 
scheduled a vote on the mat­
ter for Monday, but a 
spokesman for Negro stu­
dents said they would not 
vote. 

Thursday's trouble began 
• early, when about 25 Ne­
groes marched in front of the 
school, carrying small Ameri­
can flags. Acting Principal 
Howard Crabtree reminded 
them of his rule against car-
r y i n g flags on school 
grounds, an order given 
Wednesday when white stu­
dents carried Confederate 
flags. 

Crabtree told the students 
they could not enter the 
school with the flags. They 
soon handed them over to 
Mrs. Merian Smith, assistant 
director of the John F . Ken­
nedy Center of the Economic 
Opportunity Program Inc. 

Mrs. Smith and EOPI field 
workers were on the scene to 
act as peacemakers. Later a 
number of Dade County 
sheriff's deputies and School 
Board security men joined 
the effort. 

They were the ones who 
stopped the fights that broke 
out as students were going to 
lunch. 

Three fights were report­
ed, each between a white boy 
and a Negro hoy. Crabtree 
suspended the participants 
after a hearing, ordering 
them not to appear on the 
campus for 10 days. 

During the morning hours, 
two special assemblies were 
staged to give opposing fac­
tions in the dispute a chance 
to air their complaints. Soph­
omores and seniors attended 
one, juniors and the other. 

The s o p h o m o r e - s e n i o r 
assembly was ended by Leo­
nard L . Teaster, faculty advi­
sor to the Student Council, 
when it threatened to get out 
of hand. 
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Stage Walkout 
Return To Air Gripes 

By J E A N N E T T E ROBINS 
Between 70 to 100 white South 

Dade High School students 
walked out this mornoiug saying 
they were tired of being threa­
tened by black students and 
tired of being unable to walk 
through corridors because of 
gatherings of blacks. 

They also complained of the 
school's suspension of w h i t e 
students earlier who, had tried 
to defend themselves in con­
frontations which, they said, 
were iniiated by blacks. 

More than two dozen students 
have been suspended in the past 
week, with black students slight­
ly in the majority, school of­
ficials said. 

The students asked s c h o o l 
authorities if they would be ac­
cepted back into school again, 
as black students were after a 
flag raising demonstration yes­
terday. 

Marvin Griep, director o f 
high schools for the South Dis­
trict told the students t h a t 
"Nobody has been suspended 
yet for this walkout." 

Students accepted bis sugges­
tion to return to the school 
building and sit down for a 
group conference to air their 
gripes. 

After a two-hour conferenec, 
most elected to return to class­
es. A few chose to leave the 

' school grounds, thus facing pos­
sible suspension. 

A number of parents, ap­
parently there to pick up stu­
dents who had planned to walk 

out, were also invited into the 
conference. 

Students had been told this 
morning that the school intends 
to hold an extremely firm line 
in enforcing all school rules 
and poilicies. The students 
were instructed not to leave 
the school during lunch per­
iods and were told that no one 
was supposed to be out of their 
classrooms without an official 
pass. 

Some cf the walkers voiced 
resentment that the situation 
has warranted such drastic 
measures. 

Griep, and acting principal 
Howard Crabtree, met w i t h 
students and parents to iron 
out difficulties this morning. 

Some students said they had 
come to school this morning 
only to register for a student 
vote Monday on whether t o 
keep the Rebel name, f l a g , 
song and colors. 

Several parents said t h e y 
endorsed their childrens' walk­
out because the students have 
complained they have b e e n 
repeatedly threatened. 

School authorities had ap­
parently been tipped a b o u t 
walkout plans. 

There were a number o f 
school security personnal o n 
hand as weU as officials of the 
city of Homestead and mem­

bers of the Community Rela­
tions Board-

Several plain clothesmen 
were at the school as well as 
several uniformed ooficers. 

On the scene were Capt. 
Richard McFarland and Lt . 
Joe Willis. 

Most students were not disor­
derly but a number expressed 
resentment at a recent school 
directive prohibiting the dis­
play of Rebel emblems or any 
emblem that tends to i n c i t e 
student feelings. 

One youth engaged in a scuf­
fle and was arrested for stri­
king a police officer. 

Unrest was not confined t o 
the high school. "Incidents" 
were reported at Homestead 
Junior High School as w e l l , 
and local police were called 
over to the school Thursday 
afternoon as classes dismissed 
for the day. 

Administrators at the school 
were in conference this morn­
ing and could not be reached 
for comment. A spokesman 
in the office, however, said that 
tilings were "under control." 

A number of parents kept 
their children home from 
school today. Actual attend­
ance figures at the junior high 
school were not available at 
mid-morning, but a spokesman 
said the absentee rate w a s 
not "unusual." 
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Parents 
Organize 

School 
AF 

By ARNOLD MARKOWITZ 
And B I L L BLOSS 

Herald Staff Writers 

A South Dade High School 
student was arrested Friday 
for slugging a plainclothes 
police officer, shortly before 
a planned student walkout 
fizzled for lack of wide sup­
port. 

An eyjmatfed 400 parents of 
South Dade High School s t u ­
dents, including some 40 from 
the black community, official­
ly organized last night C o n ­
cerned Parents Organization 
(CPO). 

The parents elected Jack L e ­
vy temporal^ chajEinan a n d 
F x e * Ftichs, co-chairman. 

They agreed that the organi­
zation's main concern would be 
to quell racial bitterness at the 
school and to provide an at­
mosphere conducive to learn­
ing. 

The group voted to accept as 

members parents of students 
attending South Dade and any 
of its feeder schools. 

Ministers are also to be ac­
cepted as voting members be­
cause of their concern for stu­
dent members of their congre-
gatiions. 

CTjier conccTv p — 
relatives, aL d mose 
with civic inteiv mV be ac­
cepted as assof ate nembers 
without vote. 

Levy and Fuchs were direc­
ted to name a bi-racial com­
mittee which wil l select a bi-
racial slate of permanent offi­
cers. 

Holmes Braddock, school 
board member, addressed the 
group after the organizational 
proceedings. 

"Your real problem," Brad­
dock told the parents," is 
what's going to happen after 
the students vote Monday." 

"Somehow we have to get the 
message across that nothing 
can be gained by altercations. 
We have football games and a 
number of other school ac t i r i -
ties coming up. I f some d u n * 
individual runs around the fieM 
waving a Rebel flag incites 
problems in the stands — 
though he may have a perfect, 
right to, nothing can be gained 
by such action. 

"These are your children 
that wi l l be on the field and in 
the stands," he said. 

" I f there's any chance at aU 
that any action you were going 
to take might hurt, for God's 
sake, don't do i t , " Braddock 
urged parents and students. 

Students are to vote Monday 
on six questions — 1. Rebel 
name. 2. iSong " D i x i e " . 3. 
Rebel flag. 4. Confederate 
type band uniform. 5. Colors 
Blue and Grey. 6. School pa­
per name "Rebel Review." 

With an enrollment of 1,400, 
of whom about 180 are black 
students, results of the elections 
are "pretty predictable," Ne­
gro parents charge. 

But another walkout did 
take place at Homestead 
Junior High, where an esti­
mated 30-50 pupils left 
schiool. 

School officials blamed the 
junior high school walkout 
on agitators from the high 
school student body. The 
younger pupils were stopped 
by Homestead police before 
they got three blocks from 
school and were turned over 
to their parents. 

A walkout at South Dade 
High was planned Thursday 
night, when about 50 white 
students decided to leave 
after the start of the school 
day. They claimed they had 
been threatened by Negro 
students. 

The student body has been 
split by a controversy over 
the school song, "Dixie" and 
use of the nickname "Rebels" 
by athletic teams. , Negro 
students have been protest­
ing that the song and nick­
name are degrading. 

On T h u r s d a y , several 
fights broke out between 
Negro and white students, 
and the fighters were sus­
pended for 10 days hy Acting 
Principal Howard Crabtree. 

Deputies at Metro's South 
Dade substation identified 
the arrested boy as James 
Edward Johns, 18, of 707 
NW Eighth Ave., Homestead. 
Deputy Joe Vail , in plain 
clothes, stopped Johns as he 
was leaving a meeting of 

Crabtree and t.he protesting 
students. 

"He fought hard," the 
deputy s a i d . -

Johns, who said he did not 
realize Vail was a policeman, 
was charged with assault and 
battery end resisting arrest 
with violence. He was re­
leased on $750 bond. 

Police said Vail stopped 
the student to question him 
as he left the meeting, appar­
ently on the way to a first 
period class. 
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'Old South' 
Symbols Keep 
S, Dade Edgy 

B y J U A N I T A G R E E N E 
Herald Urban Affairs WriKr 

Should the Confederate f lag f l y as the h igh 
school banner over a mos t l y w h i t e student body w i t h 
a g r o w i n g number of Negroes, w h e n some of the N e ­
groes object? 

Shou ld the band w e a r 
Confederate un iorms and 
p l a y " D i x i e " ? I s " R e b e l " 
the proper n i c k n a m e for 
a n integrated school? 

T h e s e questions h a v e 
spl i t not only South Dade 
H i g h but the who le S o u t h 
Dade communi ty into 
unequal , a n g r y parts — 

the largest a lmost a l l w h i t e , the other a lmost a l l 
b lack . 

A f t e r more than a month of g rowing contro­
v e r s y , c ommuni ty leaders are w o r k i n g desperate ly 
behind the scenes to sett le the s i tuat ion into a " coo l ­
ing off" period. T h e n i t is the i r hope to get the t w o 
groups t a l k i n g again i n c a l m vo ices . 

• • • 

D E S P I T E i t s southern r u r a l background and pro­
port ionately h igh Negro population, the South D a d e 
area has made i t through the integrat ion era of the 
past 10 years in a re la t i ve ly peaceful manner , points 
out Homestead M a y o r W i l l i a m D i c k i n s o n . I t s w h i t e 
leaders c e r ta in ly don't w a n t trouble now, he said . 

T h o u g h the issue at the school has spi l led over 
into the who le communi ty , the k e y to a peaceful set­
t lement appears to l ie w i t h i n the school — i n the 
name, the f lag , the uni forms , the song. 

D i c k i n s o n , l i k e m a n y of the w h i t e s , does not 
t h i n k a change a t th is t ime w o u l d he lp mat ters a t a l l . 
B u t he Is hopeful something might be w o r k e d out 
later by " l e v e l heads ' on both sides. 

" U n d e r the c i r c u m s t a n c e s , " he sa id , " th ings have 
been pushed to the point w h e r e a change w o u l d cause 
as m a n y or more problems t h a n w e have now, not 
because there shouldn ' t be a change, but because 
feelings on both sides are r u n n i n g so h i g h . " 

HSRpLO 

T h e emotional temperature reached i ts peak 
T h u r s d a y , w h e n a student assembly cal led, to discuss 
the proposed changes broke up i n f i s t f ights. T h e 
presence of p la in clothed Dade sheri f f ' s depu­
t ies , school s e cur i ty men, a n e w and tougher ac t ing 
pr inc ipa l and a large group of Negro mothers kept the 
f u r y f rom spreading. 

B u t , points out student body president L i b b y 
Coo l , the question of the name and the other changes 
h a d dominated school l i fe since th is y e a r ' s opening, 
and on ly once In the nine days d id the s i tuat ion get 
temporar i ly out of h a n d . 

M u c h of the d iscuss ion had been generated by the 
Student Counc i l , w h i c h pr ior to the opening of school 
had met w i t h representat ives of the b lack students 
and school of f ic ials and come up w i t h a plan. I t w a s 
to give the b lack student leaders an opportunity to 
present their v i e w s to the who le student body, then to 
determine w h e t h e r there w a s a n y possibl i ty the m a ­
j o r i t y w o u l d f a v o r the changes. 

• * • 
" W H E N S C H O O L s tar ted I had a lot of hope that 

things could be w o r k e d out , " sa id M i s s Cool , an a t ­
t rac t i ve w h i t e student f rom a comfortable, middle 
c lass f a m i l y . " I w a s hoping both the b lacks and the 
whi tes w o u l d give a l i t t le , w o u l d f ind some compro­
mise . W h a t I r e a l l y w a n t e d w a s better communicat ion 
between the b lacks and the w h i t e s . " 

T h e b lacks got the ir f i r s t opportunity at the f i r s t 
assembly , the second day of school, but i t ended be­
fore suff ic ient t ime for questions and answers . U n ­
signed quest ionnaires col lected a t the end of the a s ­
sembly indicated a large m a j o r i t y wanted no changes. 
T h e n for three days the b lacks were a l l owed to v i s i t 
each E n g l i s h c lass to a n s w e r questions, accompanied 
by a Student C o u n c i l member who acted as modera­
tor. 

Turn to Page 6B, Col. I 



'RebeV Symbols 
By this time, some white 

students and their parents 
had begun to complain that 
only the black viewpoint was 
being told. An organization 
of white students and anoth­
er of white parents were 
formed at mass meetings in 
H o m e s t e a d . The parents 

, group, headed by Jack Levy, 
• sent a delegation to meet 

with William Wilson, the 
veteran, ailing and harrassed 
principal, who later went on 
indefinite sick leave because 
of ulcers. 

Another assembly was 
called to give both sides a 
chance to speak. Three white 
students, two black students 
and a moderator were on the 
stage when the fighting 
started Thursday. 

The whole South Dade 
community was as. taut and 
tuned in as a spiderweb to 
the events taking place at the 
school, which sits all alone in 
the middle of the vast veg­
etable fields north of Home­
stead. Established in 1953 hy 
combining Homestead High 
with its big rival Redlands 
High, it is Dade's southern­
most high school, serving 
about 1,300 white and about 
200 Negro students with a 
somewhat integrated faculty. 

The unofficial communica-
'• tions network had been oper-
; ating for several days. A 
white student would dial a 
number on the school phone 
and the bell would ring in 
the Homestead office of 
Levy, a parent, photographer 
and civic, church and youth 
leader. A black student 
would go to a phone and the 
message would travel 10 
miles up the road to the Per­
rine office of Odell Johns, a 
bail bondsman and political 
and civic leader in the South 
Dade Negro community. S. Dade High Band in Recent Parade 

. . . Confederate uniforms an insult to blacks? 

2 f c 



CrrA' 

Levy and Johns would 
then send out the word, 
which in a community like 
South Dade spreads very 
rapidly. 

; This communications sys-
', tem explains why, on Thurs-
; day, many black mothers but 
• few white mothers went to 
(the school. Johns said he 
* summoned the blacks, and 
( Levy said he sent out word 
; to the whites to stay away. 
. While he dwells at length 
; on what he considers the 
' shortcomings of the South 
; Dade white community in its 
; relations with the blacks, 
'. Johns, too, brought up the 
possibility of a peaceful set­
tlement of the controversy. 

, " I would like to see a 
meeting between the white 
power structure, whoever 
they are, and parents of the 
black students," said Johns. 
"Then we would see if they 
can have negotiations — 
where there is respect on 
each side, not conversations 

in which the white man tells 
the Negro what he wants 
done." 

Though he declared the 
blacks " w i l l not back down 
one inch," Johns later indi­
cated that on some points 
there might be a possibility 
for negotiation. Many per­
sons searching for ground on 
which to plant a compromise 
point out that the name "re­
bel" in itself does not apply 
specifically to the Civi l War. 
The "rebels" at South Dade 
High today, in fact, are the 
black students, by one of the 
dictionary terms. 

Johns raised no particular 
objection to the word "re­
bel," concentrating his objec­
tion on the Confederate flag. 

The meaning of the school 
symbols, of course, is very 
much at issue. Many whites, 
including Levy, do not be­
lieve the blacks are sincere 
in their objections, but are 
using them as an excuse to 
raise controversy at the urg­
ing of outside influences. 

The blacks, on the other 
hand, say the whites either 
do not understand how deep­
ly they feel about the sym­
bols, or dislike Negroes to 
the degree that it makes no 
difference how the Negroes 
feel. 

In the school office Thurs­
day morning, when deputies 
were bringing in the comba­
tants, placing the blacks on 
one side of of the room and 
the whites on the other, the 
atmosphere was tense. A 
pretty white girl entered to 
complain to the principal 
about some of the things 
being said to her in the hall. 
While waiting, she ap­
proached Otis Wallace, presi­
dent of the black student 
group SOUL (Student Orga-, 
nization for Unity and Liber­
ty) , who was there urging 
the black brothers to cool it. 

She was visibly trying lo 
curb her anger, and in an 
a l m o s t pleading manner 
asked: 

"Why? Why does the name 
mean that much to you? Why 
do you want to change i t . " 

Wallace, a neatly dressed, 
good looking young man, 
answered in a soft voice with 
the arguments that he had 
stated many times before. 

He entered South Dade in 
1965 as a sophomore, coming 
from Homestead Junior High, 
where he had learned the 
trombone and acquired the 
ambition to become a musi­
cian. He joined the high , 
school band. They gave him 
a Confederate uniform to 
wear, and taught him to play 
Dixie. 

" I couldn't see myself, a 
black man, with this Confed­
erate uniform, and playing 
Dixie to show my school 
spirit. I t was too much of a 
barrier." 

He said he talked to the 
band director, since depart­
ed, and was informed he had 
to wear the uniform and play 
the song if he wanted to 
pass. Otis says he complied, 
but grudgingly, because he 
needed the points. 

"There I was, wearing the 
same uniform of the man 
who fought to the death to 
keep my ancestors in slav­
ery," said Wallace. "That I 
looked ridiculous is not im­
portant. It actually hurt. It 
really • does mean a lot to 
me." 

* • * j 
SAM JONES, who played 

on the football team last year 
but, like all the blacks, re­
fuses to play this year, said ! 
he presented many of the 
same arguments to his 
coaches. 

"They told us to sacrifice," 
said Jones, "Not to let this 
thing stop us from playing. 
But we said our feelings 
were not something we 
wanted to sacrifice." 

Wallace denied that the 
decision to organize SOUL 
this Summer came from the 
outside. He said the black 
students at the school had 
been trying actively since the 
middle of last school year to i 
get the symbols changed. j 

This Summer they, had 
conferences with the princi­
pal, sent letters to other 
school officials, and went to 
the School Board as a last 

resort. The School Board 
decided it was an internal 
matter to be handled by the 
school, and that is when the 
S t u d e n t Council started 
meeting with SOUL. It had 
been aware of the black 
grievances, said Libby Cool, 
at the end of the last school 
term. 

Miss Cool put some of the 
blame for the failure of the 
blacks to win support on the 
"negative" attitude of Otis 
Wallace and Sam Jones at 
the last assembly. By that 
time, she said, they had 
stopped answering questions 
calmly or completely. 

One of Levy's compiaintsE^ 
is that the school officials 
paid too much heed to the 
desires of the black minority 
and not enough to those of 
the white majority. 

Wallace complained that 
every time it appeared that 
the blacks were making some 
progress with the white stu­
dents "Levy would call 
another mass meeting of 
White parents." 

Mayor Dickinson said he 
believed Levy's group — 
called Concerned Parents 
(which now includes a fev 
blacks) has done some good, 
mainly by getting more dis­
cipline in the school. But he 
is not a member, though he 
has a daughter at the school. 
He complained "there are 
not enough involved colored 
parents in the organization." 

The whites who are fight­
ing hardest against change 
stress the school tradition 
behind the symbols and mini­
mize them as relics of the 
Civi l War. 

"To me the Confederate 
flag stands for the South 
Dade football team," said 
Levy, an alumnus of old 
Redlands High. He was on 
the booster team that was 
organized when South Dade 
High was created and the 
area got its first football 
team. It was then that the 
symbols were chosen. They 
were not carryovers from 
e i t h e r Homestead High, 
which had the nickname 
" C r o w e r s , " or Redlands 
High, which has "Rattlers." 

Jones argues that Negro 
students are having to give 
up many of their traditions 



Keep School on Edge 
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as their all-Negro schools are 
phased out and they are sent 
to formerly all-white schools. 
Many Negroes in the area 
are forced to attend South 
Dade High because the 
School Board wil l no longer 
provide them with transpor­
tation to all-Negro Mays 
High School in Goulds. The 
policy now includes many 
exceptions, but when it is 
tightened up the Negro en­
rollment at South Dade wi l l 
increase considerably. 

Of the estimated 45,000 
persons living south of Co­
conut Palm Drive (248th St . ) , 
23 per cent are Negro, com­
pared with a countywide 
Negro population of only 15 
per cent. 

In Florida City about 60 
per cent of the population is 
Negro and in Homestead 35 
per cent. The political signifi­
cance of the heavy Negro 
population also is pointed up 
by the fact that one voting 
precinct in South Dade is 
predominantly Negro. It is 
next to a precinct that a l ­
ways votes conservative and 
this year probably wi l l go for 
George Wallace. 

Some whites claim that all 
the black students really 
want to attend Mays and are 
simply kicking up the symbol 
fuss for revenge. The whites 
also complain that the Ne­
groes have "demanded" in­
stead of "requested" the 
change. 

Otis Wallace replies that 
the demand came only after 
more than a year of making 
requests. He denied he was 
Interested in attending Mays. 

There is, however, a seg­
ment of the Negro population 
which wants to keep Mays 
predominantly Negro. It is an 
old school, heavy with tradi­
tion, that the School Board 
has been trying to phase out. 
Some Negroes claim the 
school gives Negro youth the 
dignity and identity that 
would be lost as a black 
minority in an integrated 
school. 

Wallace predicted Mays 
eventually wil l be phased out 
with all the Negro students 
attending integrated schools. 
That, he said, is one reason 

he and the other blacks at 
South Dade are fighting the 
battle of the sumbols. 

" I can look at the white 
side, and I know they wi l l be 
mad," he said. "But their 
feelings are upset only for 
this year. The whites that 
come along in the future 
years won't be upset if the 
changes are made this year. 
But every black student com­
ing here every year wi l l be 
upset by that flag and that 
song and that name." 

The trouble at South Dade 
lapped over to Homestead 
E l e m e n t a r y Friday after 
carloads of white students 
drove around the school 
waving Confederate flags. 
Negro junior high students 
then assembled en masse aft­
er school and marched to­
gether to the Negro a r e a , 
blocking the street on the 
way. 

At South Dade High acting 
principal Howard Crabtree, 
brought over from Redlands 
Junior High and widely 
hailed by the whites as a 
good disciplinarian, banned 
all flags from the high school 
in an attempt to keep tem­
pers down. This put him in 
the position of taking Ameri­
can flags away from about 
50 Negro students who ap­
peared with them Thursday, 
the day of the big blow up. 

The next big event in the 
controversy wil l come Mon­
day, when students are 
scheduled to cast votes on 
each of the questions of 
whether to change the name, 
color, flag, band uniform, 
and name of the school 
newspaper. Rebel Review. 

• * * 
T H E B L A C K S , said Wal­

lace wil l not participate. He 
and everyone else was pre­
dicting that even with the 
blacks voting the results 
would be overwhelmingly 
against any change. 

"The election is ridiculous 
as far as the black students 
are concerned," said Otis. " I t 
wi l l serve no purpose. They 
wi l l be voting on a moral 
wrong, and the results won't 
change i t . " 

The event that worries 
everybody most is the foot­
ball game scheduled for 
Thursday night at a field 
which is inside the city lim-

Nickname 'Rebels' Is Sore Point 
. . . blacks say it's a degrading symbol 

its. It is expected that the 
game wi l l be postponed or 
some adjustment wil l be 
made in the arrangements — 
like allowing students only to 
attend, or playing it some­
where else. 

The first school dance, 
scheduled for last Friday, 
was canceled. 

Some talk among both 
blacks and whites is becom­
ing increasingly militant. As 
usually happens in racial 
controversies, the moderates 
have become almost invisi­
ble. They are not talking, 
perhaps out of fear. 

It is the voice of raw 
hatred and racism that is 
most often heard. And it is 
this talk that spurs the 
thoughtful leaders on in their 
search for a solution. 

To hear some conversa­
tions, an outsider would 
think the people are about to 
fight the Civi l War all over 
again. 

Blacks talk seriously of an 
economic boycott if all else 

-fails. Whites long past high 

school age speed around 
town in cars flying the Con­
federate flag. Large groups 
of each race have secret 
meetings and mass rallies. 

But the churches - are 
trying to do something. The 
ministers, too, are meeting 
secretly. So are some moder­
ates, both black and white. 

"My own thinking," says 
Mayor Dickinson, " is that we 
should enlist the sincere 
whites and blacks. Then each 
could handle the radicals in 
their groups. The biggest 
problem is to restrain those 
people who inflame the situa­
tion." 



"KaclTTarents, Youths Say: 
^Let's Stand Together in This' 

Ai 

By THIRLEE SMITH 
Herald Staff Writer 

About 150 black adults and 
youths met Saturday to plan 
action" against South Miami-
Dade Senior High's Confed­
erate name, Confederate song 
and Confederate dress. 

Odell Jones, spokesman 
for the black parents and 
studcnt.s, presided at the 
meeting at United Faith 
Church Hall in Goulds. 

"We are here . . . to fight 
South Dade's racism. This is 
a solidarity meeting for all 
black folks of this commu­
nity," Jones said. 

" I don't want any cries of 
'outside agitation.' We all 
live in South Dade and things 
here just aren't right. 

"We are not alone. The 
Black Brothers For Progress 
are here tonight and we are 
sure glad to see them." 

Cheers and amens broke 
from the crowd. 

Bill Miles, associate direc­
tor of the Florida Council on 
Human Relations, said "The 

use of the Rebel name alone 
is illegal to us because our 
forefathers came up under 
the rebel in slavery and no 
black child today is going to 
go to school under i t . " 

" I ' l l be damned if they 
can't phase out the song 
Dixie, the Confederate flag, 
the Rebel name and the Rebel 
uniform," he said. 

"Display of the confeder­
ate flag to any Negro stands 
for discrimination and bigot­
ry , " Miles said. 

Mrs. Doris Icin, a parent, 
said, "That same old Rebel 
flag cost me my education." 

The parents and students 
came from six areas in South 
Dade: Florida City, Home-

—Hera ld Staff Photo by C U R T I S SOLOMON 

Group of Students Applaud With Glee 
. . . some 150 parents and pupils met 

stead, Naranja, Goulds, Per­
rine, and Richmond Heights. 

Present was the newly 
organized student group. 
Student Org.anization For 
Unity and Liberty (SOUL), 
represented by Otis Wallace, 
president, Sammy Jones, vice 
president, Charles Richard­
son, business manager, and 
William Moses, public rela-
t ' î s or[\r r. AV sludenfs 
at South Dade High. 

A student, Sammy Jones, 
said he was suspended for 10 
days for walking the halls 
without a pass. 

"But on the second day of 
school they had me Uncle 
Tom-ing around for the prin­
cipal to beg the white stu­
dents to get together and 
change the name from the 
Rebels to something else, but 
when SOUL gave the princi­
pal five days to solve the 
problem, I couldn't walk the 
halls." 

Melissa Horne said that 
school officials never in­
formed the parents that they 

Turn to Page 2B, CoL 1 

South Dade Negfroes Meet 
Continued From Page IB 

walked out, but several of 
the white parents were in­
formed when both black and 
white students left school in 
protest. 

"My daughter cannot at­
tend one of her classes be­
cause she wouldn't say Sir to 
one of her white teachers 
. . . I don't teach mv chil­
dren to say Yessir and Nos-
sir. Our kids need the par-

" I haven't worked in two 
days. I quit because I heard 

my white boss lady say over 
the telephone, 'We got to go 
down to South Dade and 
teach those niggers how to 
a c t ' " 

T w o resolutions were 
adopted by the group — that 
there should be no voting on 
the question of whether to 
drop the Rebel name and 
other Confederate symbols 
on Monday or any other 
time; and that a representa­
tive fro.m each of th.e areas 
in South Dade be elected to 
form a governing board that 
wil l set the group's strategy 
for the coming weeks. 

Mrs. Thomasina Hunt, a 
Homestead parent, said the 
problems were not only at 
South Dade High but also at 

H o m e s t e a d Junior High. 
"Our children have been 
threatened by whites driving 
around the school waving 
Confederate flags. I got one 
little old Chevy. I f we have 
to band ourselves together 
and find another area to 
shop in, we are ready to do 
that now." 

Harold Long, president of 
the United Black Students, 
said that his group was sup­
porting SOUL. He said, 
"These brothers are in good 
shape. They've got the whole 
community behind them." 

Eugene Wilson, spokesman 
for Black Brothers for Prog­
ress, said: "We wil l come 
over from Liberty City at 
any .time to help our black 
brothers." 



As Clergymen Seek *CooIttig-Off' 

esfroes to cott 
South Dade Stores 
B y T H I R L E E S M I T H 

Herald Staff Writer 

A l imited boycott of stores owned 
by whi tes in the South Dade area w a s 
announced Sunday hy a n e w l y orga­
nized adv isory committee of b lack 
adults and students. 

A t the same t ime, c lergymen — 
both b lack and whi te — issued a two -
page statement ca l l ing for a "cool ing-
off per iod" by a l l sides. 

T h e actions resulted from two 
S u n d a y meetings, outgrowths of the 
controversy surrounding the use of the 
n i ckname " R e b e l s " a t South Dade 
Senior H i g h School . 

Odell Johns, a bail bondsman and 
spokesman for the new advisory com­
mittee would not say when the pro­
posed boycott would begin. 

He said , "spec i f i c stores w i l l he 
singled out and car pools w i l l he orga­
nized in each communi ty so that shop-
, p h ^ ujOUld he done w i t h b lack broth­
e r s nil other parts of the county . " T h e 

I g,!irajup made its plans for the boycott 
and for settl ing the problems at the 
high school at a meeting in S t . P a u l 
A M E C h u r c h . 

T h e adv isory committee is com­
posed of the execut ive committee of 
the Student Organizat ion for U n i t y 
and L i b e r t y ( S O U L ) and parents of 
South Dade H i g h School students. I t 
originated at a meeting cal led S a t u r ­
day night h y Jones at Uni ted F a i t h 
C h u r c h in Goulds . 

Members represent s i x areas i n 
South Dade: F l o r i d a C i t y , Homestead, 
N a r a n j a , Goulds , Perr ine , and R i c h ­
mond Heights . 

T e n b lack parents were selected to 
observe the vot ing hy the w h i t e s t u ­
dents at the school today on whether 
the use of confederate symbols and 
names w o u l d continue. B l a c k students 
said they w o u l d not t a k e part i n the 
vo t ing . 

Johns said it m a y seem unfair to 
boycott the merchants hut added, " i t 
i s unfa i r also for b lack students to 
partic ipate in school act iv i t ies in 
w h i c h confederate symbols and names 
are used . " 

A t the simultaneous meeting at 
First Presbyterian Church of Home­
stead, the clergymen discussed the 
situation at the school and issued a 
two-page statement calling upon the 
student body and members of the 
community to get together and solve 
their problems in a meaningful way. 

T h e y recommended " a cooling-off 
period, dur ing w h i c h a more creat ive 
solution m a y he sought hy the s t u ­
dents. W e commend the school and 
their move to establ ish a h i - rac ia l 
committee. A n d w e ask that this group 
seek counc i l and assistance of experts 
in h u m a n a f f a i r s . " 

T h e statement also cal ls for avo id ­
ing acts or words that m a y provoke 
others: forgiveness on both sides; sup­
port of the South Dade high pr inc ipal ; 
and for business, pol i t ical and church 
leaders to " w o r k for immediate 
changes." 

—Hera ld Staff Photo by CURT I S SOLOMON 

Odell Johns Addresses Meeting 
. . . boycott planned by participants 
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As Clergymen Seek Wooling-Off* 

Negroes to Boycott 
South Dade Stores 
B y T H I R L E E S M I T H 

Herald Staff Writer 

A limited boycott of stores owned 
by whites in the South Dade area was 
announced Sunday hy a newly orga­
nized advisory committee of black 
adults and students. 

At the same time, clergymen —• 
both black and white — issued a two-
page statement calling for a "cooling-
off period" hy all sides. 

The actions resulted from two 
Sunday meetings, outgrowths of the 
controversy surrounding the use of the 
nickname " R e b e l s " at South Dade 
Senior High School. 

Odell Johns, a bail bondsman and 
spokesman for the new advisory com­
mittee would not say when the pro­
posed boycott would begin. 

He said, "specific stores will he 
singled out and car pools will he orga­
nized in each community so that shop­
ping could he done with black broth­
ers in other parts of the county." The 
group made its plans for the boycott 
and for settling the problems at the 
high school at a meeting in St. Paul 
A M E Church. 

The advisory committee is com­
posed of the executive committee of 
the Student Organization for Unity 
and Liberty ( S O U L ) and parents of 
South Dade High School students. It 
originated at a meeting called Satur­
day night hy Jones at United Faith 
Church in Goulds. 

Members represent six areas in 
South Dade: Florida City, Homestead, 
Naranja, Goulds, Perrine, and Rich­
mond Heights. 

Ten black parents were selected to 
observe the voting hy the white stu­
dents at the school today on whether 
the use of confederate symbols and 
names would continue. Black students 
said they would not take part in the 
voting. 

Johns said it may seem unfair to 
boycott the merchants hut added, " i t 
is unfair also for black students to 
participate in school activities in 
which confederate symbols and names 
are used. " 

A t the simultaneous meeting at 
First Presbyterian Church of Home­
stead, the clergymen discussed the 
situation at the school and issued a 
two-page statement calling upon the 
student body and members of the 
community to get together and solve 
their problems in a meaningful way. 

They recommended " a cooling-off 
period, during which a more creative 
solution may he sought hy the stu­
dents. W e commend the school and 
their move to establish a hi-racial 
committee. And we ask that this group 
seek council and assistance of experts 
in human affairs." 

The statement also calls for avoid­
ing acts or words that may provoke 
others: forgiveness on both sides; sup­
port of the South Dade high principal; 
and for business, political and church 
leaders to "work for immediate 
changes." 

—Hera ld Staff Photo by C U R T I S SOLOMON 

Odell Johns Addresses Meeting 
. . . boycott planned by participants 
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tudents Boycott 
School Name Vote 

By L O U I S E BLANCHARD 
Miami News Reporter 

White students were vot­
ing today at South Dade 
High School on whether to 
discontinue the use of "Re- ' 

^ bels" as the school nickname. 
Black students — who have 
bitterly protested the nick­
name ^nd use of the Confed­
erate flag — boycotted the 
balloting. 

V o t i n g machines were 
located in three areas of the 
school. Teachers took class 
groups to one of the ma­
chines at intervals. The vot­
ing was orderly. Results wi l l 
be tabulated at the end of the 
day. 

Several persons who are 
not connected with the 
school watched the voting. At 
least one was apparently a 
plainclothes officer. Asked 
his identity, he said he was 
an "employe of the Dade 
Public Safety Department." 

O n e uniformed officer 
stood outside the school, and 
a handful of adults, appar­
ently parents, watched from 
the edge of the parking lot. 

The school has some 1,500 

pupils, about 200 of them 
black. 

The voting came against a 
background of attempts to 
cool tempers by a group of 
ministers, both black 
white. 

and 

The clergymen after meet­
ing at the First Presbyterian 
Church of Homestead yester­
day, asked the community to 
recognize that the school 
nickname vote wil l not solve 
the "basic problems." They 

said it would indicate the 
extent of the work which 
needs to be done to increase 
community understanding. 

"We acknowledge our own 
involvement in the sin of 
racial misunderstanding; we 
pledge ourselves to seek to 
change our own attitudes 
and to seek meaningful dia­
logues so that we may learn 
wherein we offend one 
another," t h e clergymen 
said. 

At the same time a com-

South Dade's 
iSymbol Clash 
* r r W O U L D B E a great pity if the 

people of South Dade let so unessential 
a -question as a school nickname and 
flag split the community and build last­
ing hatreds. 

These are but symbols, and should 
not be allowed to take their place 
among the many real problems. Jobs, 
education and opportunity are not at 
stuke. 

Neither should this question be a l -
l i ^ e d to graduate from the high school 
level to the point where it offends the 
(hignity of either black or white adult. 

The Confederacy is part of our histo­
ry, hut it is natural that black students 
(to not see it as an attractive part, 

i C a n not men of goodwill accept 
tiiese two facts and find a w a y for 
school children to live with them? 

' The schools have the responsibility 
of making a contribution toward meet­
ing this nation's problems, not aggra­
vating them. 

mittee of Negro adults and 
students announced a "limit­
ed boycott" of stores owned 
by white people in South 
Dade. 

Odell Johns, spokesman 
for the committee, said sp-e-
cific stores wil l be singled 
out for the boycott and th^t 
car pools will be organized 
so that Negro residents can 
shop "with black brothers in 
other parts of the county." 

" I t may seem unfair to 
b o y c o t t the merchants," 
Johns said. "But it is also 
unfair for black students to 
participate in school activi­
ties in which confederate 
symbols and names are 
used." 

South Dade High was es­
tablished in 1953 in a combi­
nation — strongly opposed 
in the community — of 
Homestead High and Redland 
High. Both former senior 
high schools became junior 
highs. 

Since this semester began, 
25 students have been sus­
pended at South Dade High. 
However, school officials 
said only 16 were in connec­
tion with fist fights and oth­
er trouble related to the 
nickname controversy. 



Student Charged With Attack 
On Metro Officer At School 

An 18 - year - old Homestead 
youth wa^ arrested Friday at 
South Dade High School a n d 
charged with assault and bat­
tery of a police officer and re­
sisting arrest with violence. 

James Fdward Johns, 707 
NW Fighth Ave., Homestead, 
was booked in gubstation-4 b y 

Officer Joe Vai l and bond was 
set at $250. 

According to Vai l , approxi­
mately 60 to 70 white students 
who walked out of classes F r i ­
day, were assembled by Capt. 
Richard McFarland, command­
er of Substation-4 and invited 
into the auditorium to discuss 

jthe school racial problem. 
' Vail said Johns walked out 
before the meeting ended and 
the officer followed him from 
the building. Vail stated that 
when he began questioning the 
youth, the boy struck him with 
his left elbow, followed by a 
jab to the body. 

Officer Robert Spencer ob­
serving the trouble went t o 
Vail 's assistance. 

I t was established that Johns 
is a senior at the high school. 
Charges wil l be filed in Jus­
tice of Peace Court-4. 



Blacks Plan Boycott; ^ 
Meet Again Tonight 

By G E R R Y CROSBY 
Refusal of black students lo 

participate in today's election 
on the school nickname a n d 
symbols at South Dade H i g h 
School and the boycotting o f 
certain Homestead stores was 
the plan of action agreed upon 
by members of South D a d e 
black communities Saturday 
night. 

Approximately 1,50 people 
met in Goulds to discuss t h e 
.school's nickname, the Confed­
erate - oriented song and flag 
and Johnny Reb band uniforms. 

Odell Johns, unanimously -
elected spokesman for t h e 
group of Negro students a n d 
parents, decried the statement 
made by white Homestead res­
idents who claim the entire 
problem stems from outside 
agitation-

Johns told the large audi­
ence, "We al l live in S o u t h 
Dade and things here just aren't 
right. 

He introduced members o f 
the Black Brothers For Prog­
ress, from Liberty City; United 
Black Students from the Uni­
versity of Miami and the Flori ­
da Council on Human Rela­
tions, and noted that S o u t h 
Dade blacks were not alone in 
this current high school ten­
sion. 

Teenagers and adults cheer­
ed loudly and it took several 
minutes to quiet Uw crowd at 
the United Faith Church HaU. 

William Miles, associate di­
rector, Florida Council on Hu­
man Relations, said, "The use 
of the Rebel name alone is il­
legal to Us because our fore­
fathers came up under t h e 
rebel in slavery and no black 
child today is going to go to 
schoo' under i t . " \ 

"Display of the Confederate' 
flag to any Negro stands f o r 
discrimination and bigotry," he 
said. 

Sammy Jones, an officer of 
SOUL, told parents and teen­
agers from Florida City, 
Homestead, Naranja, Goulds, 
Perrine and Richmond Heights, 
that he was expelled for 10 
days because he was found in 
the school hall without a per­
mit. 

He went on to explain that 
the reason he was in the hall 
was that School Securnty offi­
cers had called him in tor a 
meeting between them, parents 
and Miles. 

Jdhfis continuously m a i n-
tained that the South D a d e 
High School problem was not 
a sriiool - oriented thing, but 
stemmed from the radsm that 
existed in Vent Homestead cam-
munity. He said it w o u l d 
therefore be the suggestion of 
his group that Homestead stor­
es patronized by mostly blacks 
should be boycotted. 

He said there would be no 
boycott of the school unless 
there was a total black boycott 
of all Dade County schools. It 
was his opinion that the s t u ­
dents should remain in school-

One parent complained that 
she lost two days work as a 
result of having to quit a job 
after hearing the white woman 
she worked for tell a friend 
that "the whites were going to 
teach those niggers how to 
act." 

Mrs. Thomasina Hunt, of 
Florida City claimed that ra­
cial problems also existed at 
Homestead Junior High School 
Iwhrre Negro students were in­
timidated by white people dri­
ving around the school grounds 
waving Confederate flags. 

Johns emphasized that h i s 
group planned to go about solv­
ing Ore South Dade High saitua 
tion as peacefully as possible 
— thus the boycotting of stores. 

The newly - formed organiza­
tion consisting of representa­
tives from all of the S o u t h 
Dade black oommunilies w i l l 
meet tonight at St. Paul's 
Churdi in Homestead to make 
further concrete plans of ac­
tion. 

States' Rights The Issue 
Editor, The News Leader: 

I have tried to restrain my­
self from eniteriing into the 
Rebel debates, but the letter to 
the editor in a recent issue can­
not go unanswered. 

« * • 
TO T H E SOUL member and 

person who defined "Rebel" I 
say "Nuts.' They are b o t h 
lucky that there were Rebels 
around to put down the Eng­
lish. 

In these letters ^ has been 
stated and accepted that t h e 
slave issue was the reason for 
the ori^nal Rebels. This is 
not what my high school his­
tory books taught, and I be­
lieve that the other reasons 
were the cause over which the 
war was fought. 

As for any hurt feelings, they 
will come from displaying the 
Stars and Stripes and listening 
to the national anthem, a s 
SOUL will find that the whole 
nation had slavery at one time. 

If its unreasonable demands 
are met they will be after Old 
Glory next. The Rebels of 
South Dade should feel no shame 
over even the original. Rebels, 
as their cause was s t a t e s ' 

XI . X/O-VX X 

FURTHERMORE, myself and 
others are sick of being stopped 
in the halls, being bumped into 
on the way to classes, and star­
ed at by the few that are there 
just to fight and cause trouble, 
not for an education. 

We feel this should be hrou^t 
to a halt immediately. If the 
members of the faculty or ad­
ministration are afraid to stop 
this, then what can we, the stu­
dent body, do? 

We can't take on everyone 

rights. 
« * * 

T H E ISSUE is before the na­
tion again today, and t h e r e 
are many Rebels in aU 50 
states signing petitions to re­
gain their constitutional right 
of local government by t h e 
majority. 

J O E L MULLIS J R . 

I Educatton^^ 
Of A Few 

don't want violence. But this 
is what is going to happen. We'­
re going to get so much cram­
med at us we aren't going to 
be able to take any more and 
so something is going to give. 

Don't take me wron: This 
is no threat. It's just a fact. 

I see no right in the black 
students coming to our schod 
and demanding the name, color 
flag, fight song, etc. be changed. 
They knew when they came 
these things were ours. They 
also have no authority to come 
to us and tell us what Rebel 
means to us. 

* « 

BUT I ' L L tell you this much; 
it means South Dade could be a 
place where students (both black 
and white) would be pioud to 
go if these few students (trou­
ble-makers) would be dealt with 
immediately. 

I say long jive the South Dade 
Rebels. 

SHARON CASH 
...Senior '69 

(Editor's Note: Miss Cash's 
letter was acoomDanied hv n 



mm Ministers Urge 
Uooling' Period 

An inter - racial group of "cooling-off" period in the dis- sparked a black - white con- James L . Duncan, who was hi 
some 35 clergy and laymen pute at South Dade^ High School troversy at the school. town to conduct morning gerv-
met Sunday at First Presby- over the Rebel name, flag and Sitting in at the meeting was ices at St. John's E p i s c o pal 
terian Church and urged a band uniforms which has Episcopal suffragan Bishop Church. 

Students 
Jl^ote To day 

T o d a y is e lect ion d a y at South D a d e H i g h - a n 
elect ion t h a t w i l l de termine w h e t h e r the school w i l l 
keep or d i s c a r d i t s Confederacy - l inked n i c k n a m e a n d 
symbols . 

Voting began in the f i r s t 
dass period and wil] continue 

•i, into the last period of the day, 
•A'ith results to be talked a n d 

inounced at or near dismis­
sal time, Principal H o w a r d 
Crabtree said. 

Students are voting in Eng­
lish and history classes, using 
electronic voHnff machines pro­
vided by the county. 

Parents authorized a s ob­
servers are stationed at each of 
the three precincts established 
by the school, but the parents 
are in a poll - watching peti­
tion only — students are serv­
ing as flection derks and as-

_sistants.' Crabtree said. 
Security at the racially-tense 

school is discreet but strict. 
Determined to put an end to 
white-black scuffles and t h e 
ganging-up of students to block 
hallways, the school has posted 
teachers and security men in 
every hall and at the entranc­
es. 

Until today, parents and the 
press had been allowed f r e e 
access to the shook 

During the election, howev 
er, Crabtree said he 'must In­
sist" that only parents on pfli-
cial business be permitted with­
in the school. 

The press is being barred 
i iom interviewing students on 
campus, or from taking came­
ras into the schooi area, the 
principal decreed, "becau.se 
unfortunately, a camera lens or 
a reporter seems to trigger 
some people to go into t h e i r 
act." 

Crabtree said he' is deter­
mined that nothing preventa­
ble will mar the election day. 

Unless black students have 
change of heart, only white stirt 
dents wil l be voting today. At 
a meeting of a newly organized 
advisory committee of black 
students and adults S u n d a y , 
the students said they wil l boy­
cott the voting. 

Black adults under the lead­
ership of bail bondsman Odell 
Johns announced a boycott of 
white - owned stores in South 
Dade. Purposes t>f the boycott 
are to indicate sympathy with 
black students' objection t o 
confederate names and sym­
bols at the high school, and to 
protest racist feelings in t h e 
adult community. 

Black students were advised 
not to skip school. As feel­
ings of both races mounted to 
a near - explosive level l a s t 
week, a number of students of 
both races either stayed home 
from school, left school during 
the day, or were taken from 
the sdhool by parents. 

Most have returned and are 
in class today. 

Disturbances at the h i g h 
sciwol spiled over at Home­
stead Junior High School, 
which had its share of discip­
line troubles Thursday a n d 
Friday. 

Three students, two Negro 
and one white, were suspend­
ed Friday for fighting and one 
white and one Negro student 
were suspended for the same 
reason Thursday, P r i n c i p a l 
Charles Overholser reported. 

A group of some two dozen 
white students staged a walk­
out Friday morning and ended 
up at the Homestead police .sta-' 
tion where they aired gripes 
about alleged "harassment" by 
Negro students. Parents were 
called to the station, and an 
over and talked to the young* 
official from the schooj came^ 
sters, police said. 

Overholser said there were 
indications that some students 
from South Dade had c o m e 
over to the junior high school 
and sparked the walkout there. 

The principal said teachers 
had been directed to stand in 
doorways during changing of 
classes, and that two school se­
curity people and three person­
nel from the district office 
were on hand to keep an eye 
on things. (This statement 
was made in response to a 
complaint by a parent Friday 
who said that his daughter had 
been subjected to a bit of row­
dyism and asked what the 
school was doing to ja-event 
such incidents.) 

Overholser said aU incidents 
reported to the office were be-
in g "sifted through" to get tiie 
facts. 

The clergy and laymen, is­
sued a statement in which they 
pledged themselves and called 
on all families in their church­
es to "support the principal of 
South Dade High School in the 
maintenance of discipline i n 
the school, and urge parents to 
allow the young people to solve 
the problem in the school free 
of parental prejudice." 

They urged a cooling-off per­
iod "during which a more cre­
ative solution may be sought." 
The statement also called on 
"the business, political a n d 
church community to work for 
immediate changes which wil l 
create a more just and progres­
sive community." 

The actions of the student 
body of South Dade will n o t 
"deal with the basic p r o b -
lefs," the statement said. 

"The optcome of the (student) 
vote will probably indicate the 
extent of the work that needs 
to be done," it added. "We 
urge both black and white stu­
dents and parents to make ev­
ery effort during the coming 
weeks to make certain that no 
acts or words may provoke 
either side." 

The opening words of t h e 
statement were that "We, the 
Christian leadership of South 
Dade, both black and white, 
recognize that the present is­
sues are but a manifestation 
of the problems facing a l l i l 
American Society. The r e a l ! 
issue is the demands for socialM 
justice, equality and accept-J 
ance of each individual as a f l 
per.son. * 

"We acknowledge our own 
involvement in the sin of racial 
misunderstanding. We pledge 
ourselves to seek to change our 
own attitudes and to seek 
meaningful dialogue so t h a t 
we may learn wherein we of­
fend one another." 



Point Of View » 
THIS SIGN, one of a batch that dotted main routes to 
racially-upset South Dade High yesterday, is obviously the 
product of a homemade stencil. If the signmaker is a stu­
dent, he'd better spend some time brushing up on his spell­
ing — it's not 'Jamiraa'; it's 'Jemima'. 

—Photo by E d OberUes 



V O T E TOTALS on one of three machines used in six-
question election at South Dade High yesterday are check­
ed by Student Council president Libby Cool. Black stu­
dents, about one-tenth of the school population, boycotted 
the voting: white students voted about 10-to-l to retain 
the school's confederacy-linked nickname aiid symbols. 

-Photo by E d Oberlies 

Rebel Affair 
Like Blister 
Editor, The News Leader: 

This is in regard to the mess 
at South Dade High. To start 
with, the newspapers have not 
been printing al l of the inci­
dents at the school. 

For instance how certain stu-
dents go from class to class 
trying to disrupt the minds of 
the students; how certain stu­
dents can get away with things 
no other student could (walk­
ing in and out of classes a s 
they please, fights, etc.) 

In Sl-udent Vote 

'Rebels' Win 
In Landslide 

South Dade High School stu­
dents, as expected, voted over­
whelmingly to retain t h e 
school's Confederacy - linked 
symbols in Tuesday's election. 

More than 1,000 student^ out 
of an enrollment of about 1,350 
participated in the voting o n 
machines. 

The approximately 130 or so 
Negro students at the school, 
most of whom have voiced op­
position to the symbols, ap­
parently did not vote. 

Acting principal ' Howard 
Crabtree said he hoped that 
no students would do " a n y-
thing to chide or embarrass an-
othei student as a result o f 
the election returns." 

The students actually voted 
. on six questions and the vote 
was nearly identical on each. 

The results are as follows: 

To Keep The Rebel Name: 
For 985, Against 74. 

To Keep Song 'Dixie' : For 
979, Against 72. 

To Keep Rebel F lag : For 
952, Against 99. 

To Keep Rebel Band U n i -
forms: For 963, Against 88. 

Other things are the threats 
that have been made if he 
Rebel flag, name, symbols are 
not changed and how a Rebel 
flag was burned by certain stu­
dents. 

There was never a flag that 
said, "Niggers Go Home" — 
that was a false rumor. 

Most of aU there is the feel­
ing of no security as you walk 
down the halls, never knowing 
what may happen next. AH 
of these things are happening 
and nothing is being done about 
them. 

Every day the voting is put 
off on this mess the worse it 
becomes. Like a blister, it 
rubs and rubs until one day it 
becomes so bad it pops. 

R E B E L '68 

To Keep School Colors: For 
1,010, Against 47. 

To Keep Name 'Rebel Re­
view' For Newspaper: F o r 
976, Against 75. 

Crabtree released the follow­
ing statement' after the vote, 
which was turned over to the 
Dade School Board: 

"We have gone through try­
ing times- Someone is going 
to win; someone will lose. 

"Many times it is harder to 
be a victor than to be a loser. 
1 am hoping that no one wil l 
do anything to chide or em­
barrass another student as a 
result of election returns. 

"School is for education. 
The sincere student comes to 
school to learn. He has that 
right. No one has the right to 
interfere with another's right 
to an educatiom. 

" I f 1 have to make a choice 
between the student who i s 
sincere in seeking an educa­
tion and the student who i s 
not sincere, 1 must make my 
choice in favor of the sincere 
student. 

" I feel and hope it will not 
be necessary tomorrow td make 
such a choice." 

9 6 ' 

V 



South Dade High Is 'Quiet' 
After Vote For Rehel Tag 

By L O U I S E B L A N C H A R D 
Miami News Reporter 

South Dade High started 
"normal, peaceful and quiet" 
operation today, acting Prin­
cipal Howard Crabtree said. 

" I won't say there isn't 
any tension — there's bound 
to be some after something 
like this," he said. 

White students voted 985-
74 yesterday to keep "Re­
bels" as the school nickname. 
Black students boycotted the 
election. They have protested 
use of the name and of Con­
federate symbols. Of the 
school's enrollment of more 
than 1,300, only about 200 
are Negroes. 

Crabtree said he believed 
absenteeism would be " a 
little above normal" today 
but that fewer students 
would be away from school 
than yesterday. Normally, he 
said, the absentee rate 
ranges from 3-5 per cent. " I f 
70 students are out, it would 
be about normal." 

Of the results of yester­
day's quiet and orderly bal­
loting, Crabtree said: 

"This is the status, and I 
think the students are going 
to accept i t . " 

South District Superinten­

dent Betty Gilkey said she 
did not want to comment on 
what the black students are 
going to do. " I have talked to 

any since the vote," she said. 
"Always in a democratic 

society," Miss Gilkey added, 
"we have recognized that 
anybody has the right to 
reintroduce a subject." She 
added that high school stu­
dents "have demonstrated a 

pretty mature approach to 
some of their own prob­
lems." 

After the results of yester­
day's election were known, 
about 150 Negro parents and 
students decided at a special 
meeting last night to ask the 

School Board tomorrow to 
eliminate South Dade High's 
use of Confederate symbols. 

Odell Johns, who for sev­
eral years has been a spokes­
man for South Dade Negro 
citizens, conducted the meet­
ing. 

There were indications 
during the discussion that 
some Negroes favor a boy­
cott of white merchants in 
South Dade. Johns had said 
earlier that such a boycott 
was under consideration. 

Crabtree said, " I certainly 
hope we can get back to 
normal operation now. I 'd 
like to have a cooling-off 
period and get the young­
sters to studying." 

About 16 were suspended 
after several fist fights broke 
out at the school last Thurs­
day in relation to the dis­
pute. 

I n the voting yesterday, 
the white students also voted 
979-72 to keep "Dix ie " as the 
school song; 952-99 to keep 
the Confederate flag as the 
school emblem; 963-88 to let 
the school band continue to 
wear Confederate uniforms; 
1,010-47 to keep blue and 
gray as the school colors; 
976-75 to continue calling the 
student newspaper the Rebel 
Review. 

School officials resche­
duled South Dade's first 
football game of the year — 
to be played in Homestead 
against North Miami High — 
for 3:30 p.m. Thursday. 

I t was originally scheduled 
for Thursday night. Officials 
said the change was made 
"for security reasons." 

Racial Uneasiness Brings 
Switch in Sonth Dade Game 

South Dade High's football 
team wi l l play North Miami 
Thursday at Harris F^d as 
scheduled, but the gan% time 
has been changed from 8 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

The move became neces­
sary because of a contro­
versy between Negro and 
white students concerning 
the school's n i c k n a m e , 
"Rebels." 

Yesterday students voted 
to keep that nickname. But 
a c t i n g principal Howard 
C r a b t r e e , meeting with 
North Miami principal Dale 
Boggy, decided it would be 
safer to play the ganie dur­
ing daylight hours. 

"We figured with the situ­
ation the way it is, that it 

would be better to avoid any 
possible trouble," said Crab­
tree. "We want to keep 
school in session." 

Crabtree hopes the vote 
yesterday has settled the 
issue, so that the school's 
students can concentrate on 
their studies. " I 'm hoping 
there is a moratorium de­
clared so we can get the 
school operating," he said. 

•*• • * 
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Let's Cheer 
For 'Dixie'? 

To The Editor: 
In a letter titled "Hardly The Time 

To Play 'Dixie ' , " a writer publicly com­
bines expression of new-found affection 
for the Miami Dolphins with his personal 
offense at the marching on of the Na­
tion's Colors to the tune of 'Dixie. ' Per­
haps he is new to the South, or perhaps 
he objects specifically to being obliged 
to stand for Dixie as well as the Nation. 
I don't know. In any case, his remarks 
on diehard southernors, capped with his 
brilliant statement on similarly offend­
ing "even the most liberal among us," is 
undoubtedly one of the shortest, most 
concise pieces of ridiculum ever to ap­
pear in your paper. 

At the very least, the playing of 
"D ix i e " for the presentation of the col­
ors is more genuinely expressive of the 
American union than if the chosen march 
had been the "Battle Hymn of the Re­
public," or any other such tune of a 
predominantly Northern usage. Indeed, 
in light of the fact that the South was 
forcibly brought back into union with 
the United States; it would seem unlike­
ly that we would even want "D ix i e " 
played for such a ceremony. But, i t is 

Presenting The Colors 

more than appropriate for the occasion. 
We of Southeast Florida claim to be 

among the leaders of the "New South." I 
can think of no more concrete example 
of this new spirit than the symbolic un­
ion upon a football field of the reunion 
of the Nation. Perhaps fewer Southerners 
would harb( r secessionist feeling if there 

were less bigotry (if I may use the woi 
on the part of others. 

G E O R G E A. HUGHAN, Hialei 

To The Editor: 
The letter by Capt. Peter McPharlai 

was in poor taste, to say the least. 

I am a southerner and proud of it. 
few seasons ago I sat in a northern foo 
ball stadium and watched two fine pi 
football teams in action, one northei 
and one southern. At halftime, a banc 
marched to the colors and to the tune 
"Yankee Doodle Dandy." I did not he 
the tune "Dix ie " played that day. Well,^ 
might have gotten my dander up at thai 
time, as Capt. McPharlane seems to have 
done here, and fired off a protest letter 
to the local newspaper editor saying thai 
the playing of "Yankee Doodle Dandy" 
at that time was in poor taste, to say the 
least, since it is the rallying cry of the 
Northern Dam-Yankee Liberals. However, 
I did not. I f I had, the statement would 
have been just as asinine, ludicrious, and 
inaccurate, but no more so, than was the 
good Capt. McPharlane's statement that 
the song "Dix ie" is still the rallying cr 
of Die-Hard Southerners who still ma 
be in favor of secession from the Unic 

crv 
m ^ 
liow 

Seems that, according to the Cap­
tain's point of view, it depends on wha 
part of the country you're from as 
whether a song is in good taste or bad. 

ROBERT COLLIE 
Captain, AUS (Ret.), Mia 
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Trouble^ No 
Is The Aim 

Editor, The News Leader: 

I , a senior, at South Dade, 
am very concerned over the 
issue at this school. 

Fffst, I'd like to say 1 have 
no prejudice against the black 
students because they're black. 
What I do have against them 
is that the ones that don't 
know 'how to act have to start 
all kinds of trouble, whether 
over a name (Rebels) or over 
thinking we're against them 
because of their color, and make 
it bad for the others. 

FURTHERMORE, myself and 
others ^re sdek of being stopped 
in tiie halls, being bumped into 
on the way to classes, and star­
ed at by the few that are there 
just to fight and cause trouble, 
not for an education. 

We feel this should be brought 
to a halt immediately. If the 
members of the faculty or ad­
ministration are afraid to stop 
this, then what can we, the stu­
dent body, do? 

We can't take on everyone 
at once, and besides that we 

t Education, 
Of A Few 

don't want violence. But this 
is what is going to happen. We'­
re going to get so much cram­
med at us we aren't going to 
be able to take any more and 
so something is going to give. 

Don't take me wron: This 
is no threat. It's just a fact, 

I see no right in the black 
students comling to our school 
and demanding the name, color 
flag, fight song, etc. be changed. 
They knew when they came 
these things were ours. They 
also have no authority to come 
to us and tell us what Rebel 
means to us. 

* » 

BUT I ' L L tell you this much; 
it means South Dade could be a 
place where students (both black 
and white) would be pmd to 
go if these few students (trou­
ble-makers) would be dealt with 
immediately. 

I say long jive the South Dade 
Rebels. 

SHARON CASH 
...Senior '69 

(Editor's Note: Miss Cash's 
letter was accompanied 'by 33 
signatures.) 



Confederate Symbols 
Should Be Phased Out 

Robert E . Lee threw the towel in as far as 
the Confederacy was concerned more than 100 
years ago and we suggest that South Dade do 
the same thing today. 

This business of waving the Confederate or 
Rebel battle flag is and has been an exercise in 
divisiveness that has no place in a modern 
and sophisticated era. 

T H E F L A G is inextricably and undeniably 
linked with an earlier and unhappier time in 
our history, and ail the tons of conversation cur­
rently rampant will not undo the fact. 

The flag and related symbols are unhappy 
reminders to an awakening black population of 
•a long and generally painful period of servitude. 
Whites can pooh-pooh this ail they like without' 
altering the basic fabric hy as much as a thread. 
The vote by the white students to retain the 
symbols was a victory that inevitably will 
lead to a defeat of harmonious race relations. 
The argument that the will of the majority 
should prevail is not applicable in a situation 
so fraught with moral overtones. 

While the feelings of the whites may be hurt 
for awhile, the condition will ease to the point 
where it eventually becomes forgotten. But as 
more and more blacks become students at the 
schooi feeling against the symbols will increase 
proportionately. 

M I S S I N G IN this tragedy of errors has been 
the voice of moderation in the community. In­
stead sides have heen taken and little thought 
given to compromise. The most encouraging as­
pect of the w ' ^ ' matter has been the establish­
ment of a hi ! committee. 

It is a s nmentary on the community 
that it has he argely incapable of recognizing 
the issue for w.iat it really is. Rather than try­
ing to place the blame on outside agitators, that 
time could have heen more effectively spent in 
a rational and level-headed examination of the 
symbols and their relationship to today's society. 

We have suggested earlier that the symbols 
should he phased out and other non-abrasive 
ones substituted. A logical compromise, it seems 
to us, would he to phase out the Confederate 
flag this year and the other symbols in succes­
sive years. 

In a three-year span the sources of irritation 
could be dispatched and a new era spirited in 
with symbols that would nourish and encourage 
respectable race relations at the schooi, in 
addition to another little item called education. 

IT IS difficult to see how much in the way 
of the latter is being accomplished in the present 
atmosphere of dissension. Education and the type 
of dissension currently under way at South Dade 
are not compatible. 
It's time students at South Dade stopped being 
SOULS and Rebels and started being students 
again. 

E N I C K 

U N W I T T I N G L Y , a church - spon­
sored kindergarten in an affluent 
South Dade neighborhood has put its 
finger squarely on the tumultuous 
problem of ghetto living. 

Parents of youngsters attending 
the schooi were summoned to a meet­
ing. 

The kindergarten director faced 
the all-white audience of uper mid­
dle-class mothers and fathers and 
proceeded to tell them of the impor­
tance of parent-child relationships. 

* * « 
T H E C H I L D guidance session end­

ed with the parents being given a 
)aper on which was printed the fol-
owing: 
Children Learn W h a t They Live 
If a child lives with criticism, he 

learns to condemn. 
/ If a child lives with hostility, he 
learns to fight. 

If a child lives with fear, he learns 
to he apprehensive. 

If a child lives with pity, he learns 
to be sorry for himself. 

If a child lives with jealousy, he 
learns to feel guilty. 

If- a child lives with encourage­
ment, he learns to he confident. 

If a child lives with tolerance, he 
learns to he patient. 

If a child lives with praise, he 
learns to be appreciative. 

If a child lives with approval, he 
learns to like himself. 

If a child lives with recognition, he 
learns to have a goal. 

If a child lives with fairness, he 
learns what justice is. ' 

If a child lives with honesty, he 
learns what truth is. 

If a child lives with security, he 
learns to have faith in himself. 

If a child lives with friendliness, 
he learns that the world is a nice 
place in which to live. ^ # * * 

C O N S I D E R I N G the squalid sur­
roundings, the broken families, the 
crowded dwelling units, and the jun­
gle-like environment of humar hab­
itation is it any wonder that disad­
vantaged children grow up with mal­
adjustments and believes tiiat the 
world really isn't such a nice place 
in which to live. 

This points up in a different way 
that we really have two worlds ex­
isting within this country. Those liv­
ing in the sub-culture world have 
their frustrations heightened by full 
cognizance of the luxuries and pri­
vileges of the world which supporis 
privately-operated kindergartens. 

jk * * 
T H E R E IS no definite solution to 

the problem, hut a good place to start 
would he for the affluent world to 

attempt to individually get to know 
its poor counterpart. For example; 
apply the credo of child guidance 
principles to the underprivileged 
neighborhoods to discover how chil­
dren there "learn what THEY live. 
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About 150 Negro parents 
and students agreed at a 
s p e c i a l meeting Monday 
night to ask the Dade School 
Board to eliminate South 
Dade High School's Confed­
erate symbols. 

At a meeting in a Home­
stead Negro church called to 
map united action protesting 
South Dade's Old South trap­
pings, the Negroes agreed .to 
send a delegation Wednesday 
to meet with the Board. 

I f the Board fails to find a 
solution, they indicated they 
may boycott South Dade 
stores and the students may 
skip their South Dade class­
es. 

The meeting was prompted 
by a student vote — boycot­
ted by Negroes — approving 
r e t e n t i o n of Confederate 
symbols at the school. More 
than 1,000 students approved 
keeping the name "Rehels" 
and other symbols by rough­
ly a 10 to 1 margin. 

Most participants at the 
church meeting favored a 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n with the 
School Board in an effort to 
eliminate the symbols of 
Confederacy; some called for 
a boycott of white-owned 
stores in the school area. 

"Let 's give them (the 
School Board) more time," 

Mrs. Corrine Mays suggest­
ed. "Then if we can't get it 
solved, then if I have to die 
for my rights let me die. It 
doesn't make any differ­
ence." 

Her statement drew loud 
applause and appeared to 
echo a widespread sentiment. 

A generation gap threat­
ened the meeting at one 
point when the Rev. Theo­
dore Gibson of Coconut 
Grove, past president of the 
Miami NAACP chapter, arose 
to emphasize the importance 
of local Negro unity. 

Negro Leader Makes a Poin t at Meeting in Homestead 
. . . B i l l Miles of the Florida Council of Human Relations 

\egroes to Ask Board 
To Ditch Name 'Rebels' 

He turned during his talk 
to face a group of Black 
Brothers for Progress — who 
had .come down from the 
Liberty City area — and said 
he would not tolerate inter­
ruptions. 

Later, however, Gibson 
and Wille Sims, a Black 
Brothers leader, rose to say 
any misunderstanding be­
tween them had heen elimi­
nated. 

other Negro leaders at the 
meeting included Mrs. James 
H. Parris, local president of 
the Southern Christian Lead­
ership Conference Poor Peo­
ple's Campaign; Bil l Miles of 
the Florida Council of Hu­
man Relations; and officials 
of EOPI , the local poverty 
program. 

Conducting the meeting 
was Odell Johns, South Dade 
hail bondsman and political 
leader. 

On a proposed boycott, 
Johns had said it "may seem 
unfair. But it is also unfair," 
he said, "for black students 
to participate in school activ­
ities in which Confederate 
symbols and names are 
usgd." 

T h o s e "symbols and 
names" approved hy students 
Monday included the Rehel 
nickname, keeping "Dixie" 
the school song and the Con­
federate flag the school em­
blem, to dress the hand in 
Confederate uniforms, to re­
tain the hlue-and-grey school 
colors, and to continue call­

ing the school newspaper the 
Rehel Review. 

School officials said appar. 
ently none of the 130 Negrt 
students — about 10 per cent 
of t h e newly-integratec 
school's student body — 
participated in the election 
Ten Negro mothers served as 
poll watchers. 

Acting Principal Howard 
Crabtree announced Mondaj 
the school's football gamf 
with North Miami had beer 
rescheduled to 3:30 p.m 
Thursday for security rea 
sons. 

On the election, he said i 
Is "many times harder to hi 
a winner than a loser. I hopi 
the winners won't chide the 
losers." 



Blacks To Take Case 
Back To School Board 

Parents of black students at 
racially-torn South Dade Hign 
School called Monday n i g n t 
for "taking this hot potato 
from our children and throw­
ing it right back to the school 
board, where it came from." 

At a meeting in St. P a u l 
Baptist Church, Homestead, 
students and parents were 
joined by leaders of Negro or­
ganizations throughout D a d e 
County. 

Included were repre-senta-
tives of the Black Brothers for 
Progress from Liberty City; 
the Southern Christian Leader­
ship Conference Poor People's 
Campaign; the Florida Coun­
cil of Human Relations; Eco­
nomic Opportunity Program; 
United Black Students f r o m 

University of Miami, and sev­
eral officers of the Dade organ­
ization of Black Muslims. 

Odell Johns, bail bondsman 
and black political leader i n 
Soutli Dade, moderated t h e 
meeting. 

Some of the 150 people at­
tending urged a boycott of lo­
cal merchants to 'fight t h e 
white racists in their pocket-
book, where it hurts." 

Others favored the calling of 
a school boycott by black stu­
dents countywide, as a means 
of forcing action to eliminate 
the Rebel name and confeder­
acy - linked symbols used by 
South Dade High School. 

Johns called the large meet­
ing "too unwieldy" and a,sked 
for an executive comiAittee 

session of Negro leaders o f 
communities from Florida City 
to Richmond Heights. 

The session, which met be­
hind locked doors while t h e 
large group disbanded, result­
ed in a three - step course of 
action: 

• E a r l y appearance to urge 
the school board to void r e ­
sults of a student vote, and or­
der the name and symbols 
changed. 

• Simultaneously, a setting-
up of machinery to boycott 
stores, with those in the gen-
r a l Homestead area to b re-
picketed first. 

• Coordination with county-
wide Negro organizations t o 
plan for a total, countywide 

Black... 
(Continued from Page 1) 

boycott of schools by all black 
students. 

Johns told The News Leader 
has group wants to exhaust all 
administrative remedies first, 
and is going to the school 
oaard in the hope that t h e 
"oblem can be resolved in a 
aceful basis. 
If it cannot, then the boycott 

machinery will be activated, 
and arrangements for a school 
boycott wil l be firmed up, he 
said. 

" I f it gets bogged down, 
we'll escalate it into other com­
munities, because this isn't 
just a student problem, nor 
even just a community prob­
lem — it's of concern to every­
one," he stated. 

'1 .hope the entire communi­
ty — black and white — uses 
wisely the time (while t h e 
black group seeks school board 
action) to resolve this situa­
tion, because once these rem­
edies ha^^ been exhausted, the 
point of no return has h e e n 

j reached," Johns told this news­
paper. 

'Then other black groups 
wil l come in and lend whatev­
er support we need to settle 
this thing by other means. . . 
no right - thinking person 
wants that." 

Johns obviously referred t o 
militant feelings expressed by 
representatives of Miami -
based black organizations at 
the meeting last night. 

In refriring to 'outsiders', 
Johns said the South D a d e 
community "hasn't even seen 
how many outsiders are inter­
ested and want to come in and 
settle this. 

" I ' m trying to tell the white 
man that we've got a chance 
to solve this thing before bad 
trouble happens. 

" I f the school board c a n 
phase out black schools, they 
can phase out a nickname." 

Johns said he is reasonably 
certain that the request f o r 
school board action will be ig­
nored and that "the board is 
gcpina tell you that the voice 
of the majority has spoken." 

He described the majority 
voice as " a prejudiced voice 
— a racist voice," and urged 
blacks to "fight white racists 
in their pocketbooks" and to 
"get otf your knees and stop 
begging." 

Time Of Game 
May Be Switched 

B y P A U L J . E G A N 
Sports Editor 

Howard Crabtree, acting 
principal at South Dade High 
School, said this morning the 
upcoming football opener 
against North Miami schedul­
ed for Thursday night undoubt­
edly will be played during the 
daylight hours. 

Crabtree said he would meet 
with district school officials 
and representatives of t h e 
Florida Gold Coast Conference 
to discuss and finalize plans 
for the opener. 

' It 's pretty safe to say the 
game wiU not be played a t 
flight but as to what day, and 
where, we are still undecided. 

Crabtree said all these per­
tinent facts will be announced 
following this afternoon's meet­
ing. 

Coach E d Sullivan of t h e 
North Miami High School foot­
ball team said this morning he 
has not been informed of any 
changes in plans for Thurs­
day's game with South Dade 
at Harris F\<i\d in Homestead. 

Sullivan said the fu'st time 
he was aware of such a report 
was in Sunday's edition of the 
Miami Herald. 

"Until informed otherwise 
we are going ahead with prep­
aration.? for the opener against 
the Rebels," Sullivan said. 

"We also intend to bring our 
band and encourage our adult 
supporters to make the trip," 
he added. 

Sullivan said four members 
of his team are Negroes and 
that many more black students 
play in the band. 

too 



For Thursday Afternoon 

Rebel Opener 
The South Dade High School 

and North Miami football op­
ener has been rescheduled for 
play at 3:30 p.m. Thursday 
afternoon it was announced 
this morning by acting Prin­
cipal Howard Crabtree. 

The announcement came fol­
lowing a meeting Monday aft­
ernoon of school officials and 
district school personnel. 

Following is the official 
statement issued by Crabtree 
concerning the switch in start­
ing time. 

"The game between 9 o u th 
Dade and North Miami Senior 
Highs, scheduled for Thurs­

day night at Harris Field has 
been rescheduled for 3:30 p. 
m. Thursday. 

We have had many sug­
gestions that the game b e 
postponed, however we are 
rescheduling the game for 
3:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 19 
as planned. 
I have full confidence in the 

student body and the commu­
nity of South Dade. I do not 
feel it necessary to postpone 
the game and feel sure they 
wil l enter this event with es­
prit de corps." 

The game has been resched­
uled due to the recent racial 
problems that have plagued 

1 ) 

South Dade since the opening 
of school. 

I n a meeting Thursday the 
SD student body voted to re­
tain its nickname "Rebels" 
and its symbols, the Confeder­
ate flag and Rebel styled band 
uniforms. 

This will be the first con­
test of the season for both 
North Miami and South 
Dade. 
The Rebels, coached by Leo 

Martin, posted a 7-1-2 record 
in 1967 and will be slight fa­
vorites to win the opener. 

North Miami, coached by E d 
Sullivan, has not defeated SD 

for the last two seasons; los­
ing 14-13 in 1967 and 13-0 in 
1966. The Pioneers and Reb­
els fought to a 13-13 tie in 1965. 

Martin is expected to start 
an offensive backfield combin­
ation of , Randy McMichael at 
quarterback with Terry Gra­
ham, Brian Houston and Mau­
rice Graff. 

North Miami, 4-6, in 1967, 
has lettermen back including 
first string fullback Bob Seci­
es. Other key Pioneer per­
sonnel are: Defensive backs 
Dave Maxam, and John Tho­
mas, Middle uard Mike Sha-
for and Halfback John Lane. 


