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5 B Wiigham to draft the

statement. It will require fwo
votes before it becomes poli-

| ©¥s by Oct. 16 at the soonest,

If it passes, South Dade

High School will haye to stop.

using the Confederate -
bols which have become the
focal point of the schaol and
community’s racial troubles,

- Board member Jack Gop.
don proposed the policy,
statement forbidding use of
offensive symbols,

A majority of the seven.
member board indicated they
will support it, Gordon, Wil
liam Lehman, Mrs, Anna
Brenner Meyers and “Ted
Slack told The Herald that
they would vote in favor of
it '

C. T. McCrimmon, board
chairman, Mrs. Helene Vose

| loh and Holmes Braddock

said they want to sty it

‘The select 20-member bis

_ racial committee will hold jtg

first meeting Tuesday at 7
pm. at the high school
There will be at least one
student of each race from
the high school on the coms

Odell Johns, South Dade

bail bondsman and' political
leader, was the spokesman
for the black parents who
will select the committ
members. o1

Jack Levy, a white parent,
and City Manager Olaf Pear-
son, said they would select
the white membership.

The board took its action
after hearing pleas from Mrs.
Thomas to change the
school’s nickname “Rebel,”
and eliminate use of the Con-
federate flag, band uniform
and song “Dixie” before the
“lid blows off down there.”

Breaking down in tears,
Mrs, Hunter said, “Our chils
dren are tired of waiting.
They won’t listen to us any-
more. We are begging you to
make a decision before it’s
too late.”

Mrs. Hunter said black

‘parents had tried to stay

away from the controversy
and let the students work it
out but had been “dragged™

by white parents who

. racial meetings because they
Wwere so outnumbered.

The board was faced with
overruling a Monday vote of
Sputh Dade High School
students in which more than
a 1,000 of them supported
retaining the Confederate
symbols. Black students boy-
cotted the election.

Board ‘members pointed
out they had asked the stu-
dents to try and solve the

racial problems themselves
after Negro students ap-
peared at a board meeting
Aug. 7 asking an end to
discriminatory policies at the
school including the use of
confederate symbols.

“Had I known there would
be a vote taken,” said Mrs.
Meyers Wednesday, “I would
have requested there not be.”

Gordon said, “Maybe it
was a mistake to urge the
students to work out the
problem themselves. “Maybe
it once was possible, but it

no longer is today, for white

—Herald Staff Photo by BOB EAST

School Board Hears Odell Johns

cknames

1

people to understand f
depths of feelings black peo-
ple have about many things.”

“We probably should ,ﬁm‘l
have told the students to get
together and try to agree on
a new symbol,” he said. y

We made a mistake, m{
correet it.” v

Dr. Whigham said the
school administration has not.
left it solely up to the stu-
dents to solve their racial
problems. 4

Whigham said school offi-
cials from both the district

and central offices have been
meeting with individuals and
groups trying to solve the
problems.

“We requested the stu-
dents to try and solve
problems, but we’ve be
down there talking, too.”

w -

Mrs. Hunter blamed most
of the racial tension on par-
ents and begged the board

to make a decision. /

“Once you settle the
school issue, we can handle

the community problems,”
she said.
Johns called upon the

board to “pick up the fallen |
banner of justice,” and
termed Monday’s student
vote a “Spectacle and mock-
ery of the Democratic pro-
cess.” :

“We have no desire to |
allow our children to be gov-
erned and dominated by, their
peers because those peers
are the majority.”

“We don’t desire racial
love but we do require a ‘!
proper atmosphere conducive
to education. Some 2,000 !
hostile white youths innun-
date something less than 200
black students.” G

Johns warned the board’s
inaction could be the “spark
to ignite fumes to blow the
lid off Dade County.”

Gordon later responded
that the board should take
action not because of @ the
threat of violence, which
could occur no matten what
the final decision, but be-
cause “we have the ity
to take a stand for the peo-
ple we represent.” ;
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UISE BLANCHARD
‘ ~ Miami News Reporter
m School Board unani-
instructed Superin-
t Edward Whigham to
~write a policy forbidding
school use of any symbol
hat “interferes with the
- learning situation. 3
: m seven members also
to meet with a 20-
nﬁ' South Dade biracial
ee to discuss | the
at South Dade High,
w use of Confederate
ymbolh has led to bitter
m by Negro students.

roposed policy will

, h‘b P ted for discussion
at the board’s Oct. 2 meeting.
ard rules, it cannot
ed until the Oct. 16

to the wordmg of

members indicated

be prepared The
adopted is: A
“That the supermt
be asked to bring back
next board meeting a policy
that will forbid school use ©
any insignia; emblem, flag or
any other symbol that inter-
feres with the learning situa-
tion or tends to create divi-
sions within the school that
threaten the peaceful m
tion of the students.”

The meeting with 10 m
and 10 white represen
of parents, students or ,
ers at South Dade High is se
for next Tuesday nlght g e
school.. '

The bhoard acted late
terday after a delegatmt )
Negro parents from i
Dade pleaded for specific
tion. G
“We're afraid. We're ask-v ]
ing to work qui

said Tomasina Hunter.

“white students thﬂ.

ead Junior High. €

- dating our small chlldrm ﬂ
&m are tired. We |

't
m’amwe to tell them to,!ﬂﬁi
on.” 5

Fidﬁting tears, she fu&
“It’s too late to say ‘wait."
We vant to. wor'k w1th' ]

mﬁp work with us.”
Several of the Negro par-
ents told the board thei

m were -- greeted

of schaol by a @ Bt
= e

on a pole in front o
ol. They said a sign
W dummy said, “Nwt'

go home.” 7

“If on’t; get a
mﬁwm&iﬁ; .
‘board, “the lid is going

i

olicy W%W

‘ Wrsies ¥ recent years
| over mys High and Mygnl
ximu ngh, . warned ﬂnﬁ

'1on may ignite the
t will blow the lid off

| fuse
Wade County.”

veral weeks before
school started, a 'group. of

m students - asked !hd

to instruct South Dﬁg
ﬁiﬁ to stop using “Rebels”
a school nickname, the
Confederate flag as a school
symbol and Confedecrate
uniforms for the school band.
The young men said the Con-
federate symbols mean slav-
| ery and white racism to

ontinued From Page 3A

t aides to meet with a
acial group of South Dade
igh students to try to settle
the problem through discus-

L

ith less than three weeks
talk behind them, the
th Dade students held a
ote” on Monday, boy-
ed by the fewer than 200
; oro students in the school’s
wrollment ~ of 1,300. The

“white young people voted

overwhelmingly to retain all
Confederate symbols.
Board members pointed
out yesterday they had in-
structed the students ' to
rk out the problem but
it they had not called for a

| vote.

- “If I had known you would
d one,” Member Anna
Brenner Meyers said, “I
would have opposed it.”
Member Jack Gordon, who

s ot the atth

Ivisive School S

~ when it is pointed out.

“use of “Dixie” as the

~ meeting be held as sc
2 jﬁsmle,” he said M

3 Ithan said both

MiAm |
NEWS

"1%/.8

tudes of taxpayers, v
‘not be put in the posi
mamtaimng a racist -

when responsible press
church leaders say,
quit, and when all d
opinion is on the side "’
minating racist symbols,”
~Jack Levy, who has ser
as a spokesman for the
parents, said, “Our con
is that the kids get an ed
tion. The way thin g
going now, they’ll grow
good for nothing.” H
Olaf Pearson, clty ms
of Homestead, said he h ho
the two groups of
could work out the proble:
He said it was possible {
the uniform and th
might be given up but
the name “Rebel” and

song should be retaineg
“I strongly urge th

- Johns responded th
ack parents “canno
mise.” !
‘Board member W

d to comp
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" By LOUISE BLANCHARD
'~ Miami News Reporter

~ Black activist Bernard

fm said today he does not-

F that anything has hap-
i in Miami as a result of
the rioting in August “other
L.m'a kind of turning away
_ from the problem again.”
[:.f'.l‘le said he is considering
| organizing a  countywide
- School boycott by Negro
ir@ls, who constitute nearly
- 25 per cent of public school

| enrollment.

. The controversy at South

- ——
s
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BOYCOTT OF SCHOOLS CONSIDERED
Dyer Slams Inaction On Race Problem

nickname, “Rebels,” .could
have been avoided, Dyer

said, if the School Board had

acted even on part of a group

of community recommenda-

tior_ls he presented in July.
“I don’t want to get in-

~ Vvolved in any more negative

programs,” said Dyer, who is
director of the Liberty City
Community Council. “But in
the absence of good faith, I
may be forced to begin orga-
nizing something I don’t
want to see happen.” )

"l'lielw system,” Dyer

Ward -disiﬁtegration than inte-
gration. ”

“We’ve been trying to gear
our program toward positive
action. But it is beginning to
seem that the School Board
offers us no other alternative
but to organize a school boy-
cott.

“If a negative approach is
what they want,” he said,
“this is what they’ll get.”

He said that although Ne-
groes constitute nearly a
quarter of the school popula-
tion, ¢

, “there are no black
~faces on the School Board,

where policies affecting the
lives of biack children are
made.”

* The School Board has
created six administrative
districts within the school
system, he said, and there
are no black district superin-
tendents. In the six district
offices, Dyer said, there is
only one black district-level
administrator.

“There is no black person
at a high level of administra-
tion,” he said, “to make
known the wishes and de-
sires of the black community
that will be reflected in the

+ Policies made by our elected

officials.”

S -
\J

-
\

trouble at South Dade

could have been prevented if
the board had created a per-
manent investigating com-
mittee “to  investigate all

~alleged acts of prejudiced

behavior or discriminam.
practices which interfere
with the social, emotio
and educational developxg 1
of black students attending
predominantly white
schools.”

Creation of the committee
was the first. of four propos-
als Dyer presented to the
School Board during the

summer, All four proposals |

Continued on Page 6A, Col. 3.
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“ Dyer Slams Racial Inactlon'

Continued from Page 1

| by a committee Including
distinguished citizens, wel-
fare recipients and school
dropouts, Dyer said.
“The proposal was not
! mine — it was made by the
cecommunity,” Dyer said.
Among committee members
he listed Athalie Range, Mi-
ami’s first Negro city com-
missioner, and Earl Carroll,
the first Negro Metro Com-
mission member.

Black militants and white
m'vatlves should be in-

on the investigating
committee — “people who
might not be afraid to use
derogatory terms toward
each other,” he said.

“The committee - would
have to be balanced out with
people who are not at the
extremes,” he said, “but

ou’ve got to have people at
{ oth ends of the pole to geta
dialogue.”
~ “Dade County has many
problems that are not going
away just because we turn
| our heads,” he said. “When a
' person does look honestly-at
the problems, he’s called an
r.”
Although Dyer said School
Board members have prom-
| improvements, “there
| are two black studen
o drop out of school |
each white student.

“A high/ school diploma is |

almns-t mandatory to get a
— even a street-sweeping -
job,” Dyer said. “We can’t

allow this kind of genocide

to continue in our school
Of the South Dade High

_controversy, Dyer said:
“Symbols always mean

n-ethmg to men. The Con-

federate flag means white |
- it’s’ a sgmbol of |

\

BERNARD DYER & |
white students at South Dade
High voted overwhelmingly |
to retain the school nick-
name, use of the Confederate
flag, and use of Confederate
Army uniforms for the band.
There are about 200 black
students in the school’s lm
enrollmen.t p ]

Negro parents from
Dade were to ask the S |
Board late today to chs
the nickname .

If the school system
doesn’t begin “to do some-
‘thing about the prob
that exist here,” Dyer E
the community will be un
to attract mdustry

he said.

The Liberty City Commu-
nity Council’s other recom-
mendations presented to the
School Board last summer
included:

Creation of an administra-
tive district to cover the
Model City area in north-
western Miami “to provide
the black community with
some control over education-

al policies and practices that
. affect ﬁsg of

MrAmi

A,,rq

The district should hﬂp lc
larger number of blag*
ministrators. Lo
Continuation of planning
for a demonstration scho
for educationally disadv
taged children.
Creation of in-service ﬁ-
cation centers, particulr! ‘
Miami Northwestern

new Olinda Demons :
School, to give teache

‘,mm

flap abou
 High School’s t
‘l’rhe R

2 lot of danders

Iph Canaday,

\ 22nd “Ter., tol
MSday

1

““This is ecinle i
ridieulous. The Conf

is a piece of his
& not stand for

I quite agree w1th

My' While: I’m ce

pathy with th
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VOTE MEANINGLESS

éoard Must Decide
‘Rebel’ Issue

Maybe the black and white
students at South Dade High
School never could have worked
out their differences by themselves,
but the disappointing fact is that
they weren’t really given the op-
portunity.

The School Board tried. The
black students sent a delegation to
the Board a month or so ago to
object to the nickname “Rebels”,
the Confederate band uniforms and
other reminders of the slave era in
the South. A white delegation at-
tended to present the case for his-
tory and tradition. The board, rec-
ognizing a reasoning approach by
the delegations, referred the matter
to a bi-racial committee of respon-
sible students from the school.

At this point, however, there is
considerable evidence that the
efforts of the committee were over-
shadowed by pressures from white
parents and politicians. Where the
youngsters might have been willing
to compromise, the adults were
unyielding. The issue was put to a
vote, and the white students voted
about 10 to 1 to retain the symbols.
The Negroes boycotted the election
as being an exercise in futility.

It is a tribute to the lasting
patience of the black you

that they returned to school and

that incidents have been few. If
calm prevails, it is because people
like Bishop James L. Duncan of the
Espiscopal diocese and other reli-
gious leaders spent their weekend
trying to talk sense to the parties
concerned.

But tension is high, as you
might expect, and there has been
no satisfactory solution to the basic
issue.

Now the situation is back in the
School Board’s lap. It is a hard
decision, but one that involves the
sensitivities, if not rights, of a mi-
nority. And while it is all well and
good for whites to say that blacks
should not be offended when their

school adopts the uniforms and
other trappings of the Confeder-
acy, the fact is that they are of-
fended, and understandably so.

It seems to us ordinary good
manners would dictate that these
trappings, being offensive to some
students, should be removed. Cer-
tainly it is not the sort of thing a
majority can decide by vote, any
more than a majority can decide
what church we should all attend.

Since nothing short of School

Board action is likely to accomplish

present circumstance, then it is
time the School Board act.

"T/f?
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P4 auVlng R 111 |d band played Dixie, all for perhaps the last time. The
; 3 o 0 school’s Old Sm;th symbols are expected to be
PN v eliminated by Dade School Board action. The game
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Scoles, North Miami
Flag Rebels, 19 to 7

§. Dade N. Miami
10 9

First downs:
ushing yardage 94 143
alclnu yardage 60
Passes 4-22-2  1-7-1
:unfs .l 3-313.7 4-26‘.5
umbles
Yards mnmzed . 15 35
By KEN SMALL

Herald Prep Editor
The halftime show of
South Dade High School’s
most controversial football
opener in 16 years Thursday
was entitled ‘“Dixieland
Kickoff,” South Dade’s of-
fensive unit wore Rebel flags
on their helmets. Ten Rebel
flags fluttered over the South
Dade cheering sections.
 Even a four-man CBS team
from Atlanta was on hand to
catch the drama of South
Dade opening amid racial
tension spurred by the
school’s‘ Old South ties.

All the network cameras
caught, however, were South
Dade fumbles and intercep-
tions and a power-running
North Miami fullback named
Bob Scoles as North Miami
scored a surprisingly easy
18-7 victory.

South Dade faculty spotted
only. one of the school’s ap-
proximately 160 Negro stu-
dents, who have advocated
new school nickname, song
and symbols since the open-
ing of school. That lone stu-
dent sat on the Nerth-Miami
side of Harris field in Home-

stead.
was switched

g game
vho?’ap.m to 3:30 p.m, in

hopes of avoiding demonstra-
tions by students or parents,
Few parents were among the
crowd of 2,500.

South Dade Coach Leo
Martin was unsure if the
school disorders the past two
weeks affected his team,
which lost its first game to
North Miami in five years.

“We thought it would fire
us up,” he said. “I guess it
could work both ways and it
worked against us.”

North Miami scored twice
in 31 seconds in the second
period by converting a pair
of fumbles into touchdowns.
The Pioneers added their
third touchdown of the quar-
ter fewer than three minutes
later (with 1:39 left in the
half) following a 43-yard
pass interception return to
the South Dade 14.

South Dade’s James J.
Accursio returned a punt 77
yards for a touchdown with
1:40 left in the game to avoid
a shutout.

North Miami’s John Thom-
as picked off a fumble at the
South Dade 24 and carried it
to the seven to set up the
first score. On fourth and
inches from the goal quarter-
back Gary Jones sneaked
across.

Senior tackle Dennis Ne-

vllln.phvllclﬂsﬂmtoot-

Me!ﬂlehd's option
just seconds later and ram-

bled 21 yards for another
touchdown.

South Dade took the mext
kickoff and moved to its 48
before linebacker Bob Beas-
ley picked off a McMichael
pass at the North Miami 43
and weaved his way through
heavy traffic to the South
Dade 14. Two plays gained to
the seven before second-unit
quarterback Jose Rios en-
tered at halfback, took a
pitchout and passed to
halfback Gary Lane for the
touchdown.

The game also was a victo-
ry for the football jamboree,
the ga.me-conditioned, inter-
squad scrimmages in the
Orange Bowl two weeks ago.
North Miami appeared slug-
gish and ineffective in that
tuneup. South Dade did not
participate.

“We regarded that as just
another practice,” North
Miami Coach Ed Sullivan
explained. “We didn’t even
clean our shoes for it.”

Suilivan lifted the wraps
on several innovations
Thursday, most importantly
a rock-like 4-3 defense.
“We’'ve never used that de-
fense at North Miami,” Sulli-
van added, “Why show it to
everybody in a jamboree i

North Miami %
South Dade 000 7—

ERALD

ones 1 run (kick failed)

NM—J
NM—Neville 21 run with fumble (Wester
up NM—| 7 pass from Rios (kick

blocked:
SD—JJ Accursio 77-punt return (Powell

kick)

il
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Miami NEwS

Pioneer Victory Sweet
* For Fullback Scoles

By CHARLIE NOBLES

! Miami News Sports Writer
Bob Scoles doesn’t sport a Mohawk
haircut like 31 of his North Miami High
football teammates. But Scoles is living up
to the §_pirit behind the haircut.

“Our defensive guys did it mostly,” he .

said, “and it’s brought up our morale a lot.
I just try to do as good on offense as they
do on defense.” ' :

Both Scoles, a 185-pound fullback, and

the North Miami defense played well yes-
terday as the Pioneers beat South Dade, 19-
7, at Harris Field in a game that was shift-
ed to the afternoon because of controversy
between Negroes and whites at South Dade
over ﬁho;school’s nickname — Rebels.

To prevent any problems, there were
several dozen policemen in the area. Ac-
tually, though, all the action took place on
the field. Many of the South Dade football
players had Rebel flag insignias taped to
their helmets, and some of the fans brought
along real Rebel flags, but there were no
incidents.

There also were no Negro fans on South
Dade’s side of the field, although some 160
of them are enrolled at the school.

The crowd of around 2,000 was disap-
pointing to Rebel coach Leo Martin. “This
thing cost us $1,000,” he said, “and I don’t
know how we’re going to make it up, ei-
M‘«”“' ki

In past years, South Dade had attracted
a full house for its season-opening game
against North Miami.

Martin seemed more upset, howevet, in
the game’s outcome. “I don’t know,” he
said, “it’s hard to say whether this contro-

versy hurt us or not, I really thought our
kids were ready to play a football game.
Bukt-s &2 s

The coach seemed drained by the dem-
oralizing turn of events of the last month,
“Snap out of it Martin,” he told himself in
the coaches’ office, “I've got to remember
we have nine games to go.”

Scoles played a big part in making it an
unhappy day for South Dade. He bolted

through the Rebel defense for 104 vards in
24 carries, much of it on possession plays. -

Ironically, Scoles almost never got
to play. Last season Bob was a first string-
er until six days before the season opened.
Then a doctor’s examination showed he had
diabetes.

That ended his football season right
there. “I had to go on a diet,” he said, “and
condition myself on how to eat.”

Gradually, Scoles was able to curb the

- problem. Then, with football in mind, he

began weightlifting and working out again.
“I've put on 25 pounds since then,” he said.

And Bob put it to good use against
South Dade. After North Miami scored 19
points in the second quarter, his steady
gains into the middle helped the Pioneers
play ball control.

North Miami’s tough defense — headed
by Bob Beasley and Tom Watson — also
prevented a South Dade comeback. The
Rebels’ only score came on a 77-yard punt
return by Jim Accursio with 1:40 left in the
game, ‘ !
“The jamboree helped us a lot,” said
North Miami coach Ed Sullivan afterwa
“It told us what we had to do for home
work.” Apparently, the Pioneers did\]iq, too.
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North (Miam
THE REBELS put up a good fight and a good show

but the North won again. North Miami School
7defeaﬁed South Dade High 19-7 at Harljl.:gliﬂelll in
s el e e s - S, 2

i) 19, South (Dade) 7 :
Homestead Thursday. Football players wore Rebel

insignia on their helmets, the band played “Dixie,”
~and the Rebel battle flags waved.

But Everything Was Peaceful

By PAUL J. EGAN

. Sports Editor

Those anticipating racial
problems at Thursday after-
_noons’ South Dade - North Mi-

ami football opener — had to
be as disappointed as Reb fol-
lowers with the game outcome
— for there simply wasn’t any,

Ir fact, Metro officers as-
signed to the contest in case of
violence, could be seen leaning
on the restraining fence at
Harris Field fully intent on
watching the action.

}

And so it went with the
Homestead Police Department
. and Dade County Board of Ed-
[ who

1secumty officers

case, however, of ““It Takes
Twe To- Tango” for only two
Negroes were detected on the
South Dade side of the field.

Whether this was a boycott
until the nickname, flag and
symbol of the school is chang-
ed is unknown — buf all indi-
cations lean to this thinking.

The ‘“Johnny Reb” band, in
full uniform drew as much or
more attention from the audi-
ence and the news media as
the football teams — in fact,
every number they played
drew loud applause.

And especially when they
ushered the 1968 SD feam on
‘the” field with the proverbial
“Dixie” -which we swear was

possible angle.

Rebs Get Full ‘Exposure’

fore.

But one teenage girl looked
upon it differently — babbling
between tears, “Today Dixie
sounds like a death march.”

* *

Never in the history of a
South Dade High School game
was so much expesure, both
national and statewide, given
to a contest.

* ¥ *

For on hand were camera
crews from CBS, four Miami
TV stations and the fop sports-
writers from the Dade County

area. {
* * ®

Mest of course were present

in case of a racial outbreak —
but when such failed to mater-
ialize they concentrated on
filming the band from every
1 I §

LS =,
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The News Leader:

tudents at South Dade
hool voted by a large
, black students ab-

der if many of M
would have felt any
ire for this song if it
any other name iwt

1 m anywhere i

Just Chage The Words

Comejointhhusanlu

The meledy of Dixie is llvely
and catchy, and with appropri-
ate words could well serve for
a school song. Why cannot the
school authorities unless

to retain Dixie as. mgﬂ ,j.hey agree that the school is in

the class of a “burnt cork”
minstrel aggregation —  offer
a contest for students and
alumni for the hest words for
a school song to be sung to the
tune of Dixie" R

DENTS wuo respect the
could sing these wor ds
‘those who regard the
as no better than a min-
show could sing the

[

“purnt cork” words.
: m years ago I heard

some words sung to the tune of

: Wi which, while not intend-

anly for the use of a
are fairly appropriate
suggest
they be used until something

. better can be found. As well

nlnbanremember they went
out a; AR

today,

Work away, work awq, for
the land of the froé -

The USA tcmem M!
Hooray!

The Stars and Stmpes I“l!
wave ahove

The USA forever.

Hooray!, Hooray! The USA
forever!

Hooray!  Hooray! The
Stars and Stripes m

The North, The Som the
East, the West,

We love them all mw is.
best! : :

Work away! Work w,&
the land of the free.

But do not boycett the
Iiacla\si;heym0

m ‘The News Leader:
iy :again IfeelI must
 write to your paper praising
ng people at South Dade
h for their. wisdom and in-
telligence in trying to handle
this unfortunate  situation
that the black students have
created at their school.

I wonder how the blacks
weuld like it if a handful of

Edﬁim‘ The News Leader:
~ You blew it South Dade!
- _You had a chance to get rid

.'.; 5 _“gg]rwgved%ﬂs " white students had to attend
’%n blew it. Mays High and tried to make
# ‘demands such as changing the

school because Mr.

'm Bl el o et mwmck and they were

a name which was a sym-

before it started since it. -
against. all which was

good and holy . . . and you

mwn

You had a chance to. show -

rents you had a mind

~of your own and you didn’ 4

have to conform . . . and y B

blew it. ; - %:

o ince to do

o ‘i m.;:‘

' defeat and bound to de-’ ok B g

Sept 17 is true. Qﬁw

tration 'and facully. are
AFRAID (Let’s face i

true. The black r«ce% %

white race sca‘x;effllﬂ to death.
~ I have an a f that
within about 30 days%
Board will undo all you stu-
dents have worked so to
preserve. God Bless you all.
1 admire your courage. Keep
fighting for your school. '
We adults have maﬁ a Mg
mess out of this world.

you young people who will
take over in a few
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To The Editor:

I noticed that the white pupils of
South Dade High School voted to keep
“Rebels” as a nickname, “Dixie” as the
school song, and the Confederate flag as
the school flag.

I suppose these uneducated kids be-
lieve the Civil War was fought for the

- honor of the South. It was fought to

preserve an institution known as slav-
ery. The word “slavery” was given a
sugar coating called “states rights.”

Slavery, or the use of unpaid labor,
was very profitable for people with no
regard for human rights, human feelings
or human dignity.

The ruling classes of the South prac-
ticed a political philosophy called con-
servatism, which was a sugar coating for
the words “greed and selfishness.” In
fact the Confederate legislature was so
conservative it refused to levy taxes on
the greedy southern aristocracy to prop-
erly equip and support the armies of
Gal!ﬂl Robert E. Im. : =

Var Lesson

who considered slavery a southern dis-
grace.

I suppose the educational system of
the south hasn’t given these kids the
hard facts of the Civil War. I think it is
time they did. The advancement of civili-
zation is not helped by covering up the
ruthless capitalist exploitation of human
beings over a century ago by spraying it
with the sweet scene of magnolias.

L. E. CROSSMAN, |

Pompano Beach
* * * :

To The Editor:

Majority rule works only when the
rights of the minority are not trampled
upon. That is why the recent South Dade
High School vote, arranged by the ma-
jority, was in effect a farce. The minori-
ty, in this case, are asked to exist in a
state of insult to their heritage. No man
or woman would tolerate this in their
personal relations. Why demand ti

wwmmm@
tively? '
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Newspeech Makes
The Scene in Dade

At last “Newspeech” has arrived
in south Dade County. The practice
of eliminating words and symbols
which allow thought different from
that which you want around your-
self, as expounded by Orwell in

. “1948,” is usually motivatel by igno-
rance and its resulting fears, couled
with the megalomania of a few dem-
agogues.

The Negroes of South Dade (or,
at least, a vocal group of them) swal-
low the Northern line that the cause
of the War Between the States was
the issue of slavery. It is now recog-
nized by those honest enough to ob-
jectively study the history of this
period that this tragic war was the
struggle of the economically exploit-
ed South to throw off the shackles of
Northern capitalist; slavery.

Granted, the Southern Negro
slave was exploited by most slave-
holders, but he was equally exploited
by the Northern capitalists (and still
is, incidentally). Slavery is a dead
issue, as it was in 1860. The causes
‘of the South are now personal liber-
ty, freedom from an overly central-
ized, unconstitutional federal govern-
ment, and loyalty to the concepts of
Americanism.

The “Rebels” of the South stand
for what the Negro claims to stand.
It would seem that the Negro would
be proud to be called a “Rebel,” since
that is what they claim to be.

THOMAS 0. BAKER

Kids Are -Trying,k
Why Not Parents?

Perhaps the childishly disgruntled
“minority” parents at the South
Dade High School that are so dis-
tressed by the nickname Rebel would
also have the American Motor Co.
discontinue the Rambler Rebel,

Heaven knows that there are
enough real injustices for the blacks
to oppose without degrading their
- cause with the unadulterated hog-
wash that they have indulged in
these past few days.

Come on, you people — grow up.
Your children are trying to. %

O.P. mR

Lost

Game,

Won The Day

South Dade lost a football game
Thursday but the observers came out
on top in sportsman-like conduct.

Community feeling prior to the
game had run high, with many fear-
ing violence and disorder as a result
of the keyed-up emotions linked with
the Rebel controversy.

Happily, the afternoon went well,

- something which makes for a brigh-

- ter prognosis for the rest of the sea-

son. The roughing up was where it
should have been — out there on the

foothall field.

5B AL
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- Votes Mean Nothing,
White Student Says

Editor, The News Leader:

I'm writing this letter because
I feel that I’'m being oppressed
and discriminated against. My
vote, and the vote of my friends,
doesn’t count anymore. We can’t
walk down the halls of our
sehool without police protection.

Unfortunately, I was born
white. ’'m a member of the
majority at South Dade and I
was born in this coru‘rlxltg where
“\ ma]ontz once 1

' Now it seems to be a place
where the majority rules unless

' the black people want different,
in which case the white people
‘do what the blacks want because
the blacks will burn our houses
and stores if we don’t.

_ The most terrifying part of
what I just stated is that it’s
true. .

My proof is South Dade High,

once the home of the Rebels,

where it was voted to remain

the Home of the Rebels. Buf
the mamb-pambys on the
school board are afraid of what
might happen if the name is
used.

OK, they changed it. What,
pray tell, would you like next?

NAME WITHHELD
* o e
Three Cheers For

The 72 Students
Editor, The News Leader: ot
Three cheers and a Re
yell for the 72 white students at
South Dade High who had the
maturity to recognize that the
symbols of the Civil War are
an znachronism at an integra-
ted school in the Year of Our
Lord 1969. :
Where did the educational
process fail the other 979 stu-

dents? ol
NAME Wﬂﬂm‘
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The committee, headed by
Goulds bailbondsman
‘community spokesman Odell

whom they will speak.
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He said the committee is
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a large meeting of blacks a

cordance with a vote tak
few days ago.
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And the large black group it

represents has agreed to abide
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by the decisions of the nego-

tiators, Johns said.
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ahd disobeys the

V] t is an observer
s? He _must dedu

point that the Négro mpower adevu:em n'

y (which has divorced dissension, unrest, and th Bse groups are trying to K/
from the white olition of 'th'e democraﬁ ower to make law, | -
t interested in the dem-  cess. > law, by force, w |
t mce'ssoflaw \ Tmsmthew:..y it g egatd for the ..

will not vote at the stu-
at South Dade
eczuse they know they
“they say. How would ity s not j
roughout our history ‘question in new n ra
y groups (of which dm, in civic meetings, ete.

ost all a member)  The community then puf }
‘way? ; question to a vote, acc
i i - o the democratic pro
WEVER, this is a rhetor- minority group is not s
oint, as are all the other with this; it might lose. |

sﬁ’)ﬁ?ﬂr'

3
w -.—l l«

of hideous anarchy for ger
ons of America’s dh
d of children througho
2 world for whom we do |

-E%-: onsibility. G

% r secret has been i
¢ law and dem
ng of law. Please
_you who rebel for al

oses rather than
stic purposes, please d
h Wayoryouwﬂl hrow
ance of hope of pﬁyslcad :
ectual freedom.

For Resmcang Chowe‘

73 - neither party wants?
school board would leave
as they were we w
have all
we do

rs in your paper and
ad some of them it
y Confederate blood

.has more nght
of Florida to sing -

Dixie it is whether they
or not. Let us face it,
49 other states who do n
“Rebel” for a school ﬁﬁ

Why m ask them, “Jus
are you here if you a
against the South?” The |
kees are living here and g
to school aigthey accept
traditions. anyone who
vades our state abide by
rules. . P

I hope andpraythe school
boardwﬂlcometoatss S
am let the blwlqs ana rite

ll..”

let us put the blame
- school hoard. If we are
process of spending thou-
~on extra policemen for
udents’ protection, why
- name of heaven don’t
2y spend a little money on bus
ortation for these students

to go to South Dade

P ol Dcks iim
frivers and let blacks and
s g0 to tlie school of their

'veiceohmderwtlon,of
‘andofjusﬁee ‘

N/}v /a2

Editm', The News Leade
I am so grateful for







arding the letters of Messrs Hu-
ad Collier on Sept. 17:

logic behind their defense of
 is absurd. It’s incenceivablé how
chan can consider Miami 'to be
_of the New South. We're not talking
ﬂ.._: graphy here, but cultural back-
ound. Miami is as much a part of the
; “as Pennsylvania. The oasis of the
yuth is Atlanta, not Miami.
r. Collier can recall the words to
e Doodle,” he’ll see that the ref-
e is to a person from the United
 (not just north of the Mason-Dix-
e). I guess he thinks “Yankee go
' means that Southerners are wel-
e. No, I have never stood when “Dix-
has been played, though I received
gree from Florida State, in the
South of Tallahassee. And as far as
g the colors with Dixie, it not
y desecrates the meaning behind the
(One mnation wunder God,
indivisible . . .”), but makes a mockery

of what we hope it will stand for in the

‘  future. a
MICHAEL A. SELZNICK, Miami

ok e ok
To The Editor:

School symbols, as the symbols cho- e majonty
. by ) bbA n 1 expre :‘“ .

sake, whether it be the Rebels, Falcons,

- Vik‘in_gs, Thoroughbreds,l etc.

There will always -be those who,
through their own selfish interests, look
only at the worst aspect of anything. A
falcon is a trained killer, a Viking was a

- bloodthirsty plunderer who made slaves

of his captives, and a thoroughbred

~brings to mind the evils of gambling.

The Confederate and old South tradi-
tions used as symbols by South Dade
High School are to remind us of the
finest aspects of our heritage — not the
worst — of the pride, courage and brav-
ery of our forefathers against over-
whelming odds, of their chivalry, respect
for women, and belief in God. As South-
erners these are the virtues we admire in
our past and look back on them with
respect and pride.

{A. SAYWARD WING, Peters, Fla.

* * *

" To The Editor:

This is a copy of a letter addressed to
Mr. Ted Slack, a member of the School
Board

“I can’t go along with what sippears

to be the Board majority on the South

Dade situation. This is some more “legis-

lation by pleblsclte” — the business of a

small, vocal mmorlty forcmg its will -on

ey

Y e e St e

Mipmi NEWS 9 ay

oppression or degradatlon is a
their own imagination. ‘No

responsible.

“Therefore, to change a Er
which is cherished by thousands c
uates and others who are intere
the school will be an admission

which is non-exnstent.

FRANKLYN S. COLI

B ol

To The Edltor'

not rlghts, are being offended
: to_'attend South Dade lgh'»‘ %

de High Sehooltav e
lving

monsnfs&

wing the session.
e school board

3o
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4 Good Man
Gets Shabby
Treatment

It would have been very easy for
John McLean to have turned down
the job as chairman of the Home-
stead Community Relations Board.

BUT HE didn’t. Someone has to
take these jobs — the jobs that place
‘you directly in the middle. Sometim-
es it’s not good for business. Most of
the time it’s not good for the nerves.
~_But more important than either
of those considerations is the job is
vvitally important to community re-
lations. That we need an upgrading
| of community relations is all tog ap-

ent in these troubled days in South

e.
So what happens when a citizen
e John McLean takes on the most-
ly thankless assignment of {rying to
'smooth out some of the rough spots
that crop up in the community?

- Last week The News Leader had
a front page story of what did hap-
: It seems more than coincidence
E at it was McLean’s flower = shop
that the hail of bullets ripped into.

~ AND IT is doubtful if John and
his family are finding life particular-
ly pleasant these days. We suségect
e for them is not pleasant at all.
That’s the price that evidently is
required for taking on one of the
hardest and most important jobs the
community has to offer. :
It’s a price that no man trying to
 help his fellow man should be re-

quired to pay.

Band Name *
Suggested ’

Editor, The News Leader:

Here is a suggestion for a
name to take the place of Reb-
el in our scheol band. Let’s
call it “Fealty Band,” which
stands for honesty and royalty.
Maybe this will solve the prob-
lem.

HENRY C. SCHNELL

]v/L 9/24[c§

Race Should Have No

Bearing On Discipline

Editor, The News Leader:

I agree wholeheartedly with
Miss Cash about being bumped
and jostled in school and every-
where else for that matter!

Most of the blame, I believe,
is with the “whites” of which

-I am beginning to wish I were
NOT a member. We sit in
our homes and talk but are hon-
estly afraid to do anything con-
structive.

* * ® ;

IT IS NO wonder that the
teachers are afraid to stand up
fo these few troublemakers.
We: parents do not give them
the support they need and de-
serve. How do you suppose
these few get heard? Because
they are UNITED!

We should unite and stand

. firm beside our children. Aft-

er all, civil rights is for every-
one, Jew, Gentile, black and
white. If one child is expelled
from school for carrying a
knife or smoking then the rest
of the students that break these
rules should be too.

The teacher can give a white
student the worst he can think
of, but he had better not say
anything to the colored one or
the child will run home to ma-
ma and daddy crying and ma-
ma and daddy will run to tle
Supreme Court!

* » »

WELL THE few blackg use
their skin color as a crutch be-
cause they can not stand on
their own two feet without fall-
ing. It is a shame they must
ruin everything for the major-
ity of the Negro population.

. ..A REBEL ALUMNUS.

o

Many Whites Came Up
From Slavery, Too

Editor, The News Leader:

How does one define slavery?
We al; become slaves to any-
thing that dominates our lives,
status,  ambition,  drinking,
smoking, to mention a few.

* * *

I AM WHITE, but there is
slavery in my ancestry. Sla-
very in the form of bond or
bound boys and girls. These
were orphans and often as not,
youngsters kidnapped from the
streets of England, Ireland.
France or any country that
had a seaport.

They were put on shipboard
and made to work out their
passage. The older girls were
for the pleasure of the crew, if
they were pregnant at the end

of the long voyage, so much the
better, as the buyer got two
for one. s

They were then sold to land-
owners and held until the pur-
chase price was worked out.
Unless they were able to run
away this meant a lifetime of
hard labor because at the most,
one dollar a month was the
most they could hope for, One
cannot say slavery is confined
to any one race.

* * *

THE ROSE of England, the
Shamrock of Ireland, the Lily
of France do not offend me, al-
though they could be classed
as symbols of infamy, because
that ig history, and I live for
today and the future,

MRS. ANTON H. WALDIN JR.




—

~ent kind of movement,

Editor, The News Leadert .«

_ m John F, Kennedy wﬂ

 President of the United
civil rights became one
Wain issues of everyday

n was to be a nonviolent
movement on the part of the
innecent but deserving black

s to join into society in
with every other citi-
m‘b the U S .

“ 1 !EE it, the main objec-

tive then was to eradicate pre-
'm against the race , and

for their
as equal citizens to
as Dr. Martin L

nd respect

‘aﬂd “on the content #

their characters and not the
color of their skin.”
- At that time many white W.

erals were Llhed with this

movement, from the presn%
on down through Congress,

~courts and the cities, as the
“various civil rights Tegislation

through due process of
insured their legal rights

over and over agasin.
The blacks were accomplish-
ng &ll their objectives, slowly

~ to be sure, but legally just the

same, v
‘Gradually the movement be-
gan to deteriorate inte a differ-

oRe
which has seriously hurt or en-

tirely killed all the hopes et

erasing prejudlce
*
m LEADERS of the d‘ml
movement have allowed

‘a handful of black and white

liberals of a different ilk gain
control of their people, united
in the civil rights struggle, and
use them for their own purpos-
es. And the black people don’t
m seem to realize that they
_ used and received by
E dful in contrel.
Where before the blacks

were seeking integration, now
the cry heard most often is.
incredibly, ‘“black separati
When before the blacks wer
seeking their rights to be ]

ed fairly in the courts in non-

mmmm

ing the civil rights mevement,
say four or five years agq
grew disgusted and quit w
the non violence was eng
in violence the cries f r
were engulfed in cries

for bhck power, and the law-

iding demonstraters and
demonstrations  disintegrated
into out-and out unlawful not-
ers and riots.

Now the liberals who are us-
ing the Negre have somethmg
else in mind, definitely not civ-

are lettgng the black be

the scapegoat for their desire

to see this nation torn apart
and ruined. Could it be so that

they ean “save” it with social-

ism or cemmunism?  They
~seem to truly want to see the
country split apart, with each
 side arming itself against the
other; could it be in the hopes

~that they might Dbe able to

seize control of the government
if ap armed revolution takes
place?

LET’S HOPE that in Amerj-
ca it can’t happen but always
remember that such things
HAVE happened ‘in other coun-
iries. -

If the black people still want
to fight for their civil rights in
the hope of attaining them,
some of the things they can do

' are the things that a great ma-

jority of citizens, black a]d
whmte do every day of their

Q View with suspicion one
who calls for “black power.”

“Black power” is a clenched -

fist which is fighting for black
separatism. Black separatism
you have had for over 100
years and you found it intoler-
able. Why put your energies
irto this self - defeating move-
ment?

® Be wary when one of your
leaders calls for a march or
‘demonstration.

mm«m

Your ﬁgus as citizens

A march or
~ demonstration has lost its ef-

_country see a demonstra-
ent on causing violence, and
‘M only as an uruly mob
avoid it like the plague. So
what, ?anlly, have you accom-
plished?

@ Be law-abiding and tezch
m children to be law-abid-
cannot be arrested

li obey the law. If you
are, a - appointed attor-
ney ‘flght for your rights

J up on American his-
ecially the Bill of

the Constitution.

are
clearly defined there, Don’t
demand or fight for anything
that is not contained in these
ments, for it will not be

in this country.

'Th the only rights that

are guaranteed every citizen
and every court in this land
will back up these rights.

® Be well-informed as you
can be, Read newspapers and
magazines. Don’t let any

group or any person tell you
how to vote or mot to vote.
Tpese -are YOUR exclusive

anyone can tell how

@ Have a positive
and don’t teach your
negatlve attitudes. |

cepted by white f’
cause of the color of ye
If you equip yourself
smile and a good per:
you will be amazed at
ceptance you will recei
all people yeu come in
witk, white or black

scowl and a poor cutloo]
life is shunned by ther
people, so don’t be s
you are shunned when
ect this same image,

® Be a good citize
remember that this

your lives out, No
citizen of any race
thing to gain by cont:

civil rights, black po
power, liberalism,
tism or communisn.
citizens make a good |

Yours tmly, »









|
|
|

5

~ Editor, The News Leader:

It was reported in another
~ paper that your editorial urg-
ing the acceptance of the de-
mand by the colored students
to change the flag symbol of

- South Dade High School influen-
ced the attitude of some of the
School Board members. In
‘the interest of fair play would
you gﬁse print this letter and
see many agree with if.

- This whole issue has gotten out
of perspective.

. ES 3

.~ AFTER THE South was de-

- feated in the Civil War they

gain honored the flag of the

ag they had before Se-

cession, No attempt was made

~ to degrade the Confederate
~ Flag either. At that time ne

~ one considered a flag a de-

gﬁu symbol at all. And
_ the emotional wounds of the
. people of both colors and both
mm were agonizingly fresh

' The truth is many other peo-
ple besides the Southern Negro
have been enslaved and no one

a flag wag a symhol
of their slavery. The Romans

- enslaved the Greeks but no

i stigma was attached to the

- Roman flag. In Central and

- South America the Spaniards
d the entire Indian Na-

y e Spanish flag ig still

- White men have enslaved
“white men, brown men have
enslaved red men, black men
have enslaved black men, yel-
low men have enslaved yellow
men, red men enslaved white
nen when they could and the
of slavery could he much
r than this, Slavery of
las gone on in some form

- began but never has the
of slavery been attach-

THEREFORE, it is not the
“white people down here who
are acting like racists, To
the white Southerner the Con-
federate flag does not stand for
slavery.. It stands for his an-
cestors who were killed in a,
war defending the South they
sincerely believed in.

To those ancestors it did not
stand for'slavery either — for
to them slavery wag only @
part of the problem. In fact, .
many Southerners who died for
the flag they loved never even
owned slaves. And some of
them freed their slaves before
fhe war started, like Robert E.

~ Lee (even though he fought for

the South anyway),

The Negro has convinced
‘himself that he is the
one who has ever endured sla-

very and that the white man
must pay forever to make it up
to him. The Negro wasn’t the
only one to suffer unjustly!
The injustices done to the
defeated southerner after the
eOéVil War are well document-

* * %

I DO NOT object to obeying
the laws of my country or tfry-
ing to observe the reasonable
conventions of the society 1
live in, BUT —I do bitterly

" ‘resent the accusation of racist

because I honor the flag my
ancestors died for.

I also resent the F.B.I. heing
siced on high school hoys for a
childish prank. Furthermore,
I an INCENSED to think that
ANYONE can freely and pub-
licly threaten or warn the
PUBLIC School Board with
another civil war in my com-
munity less than a mile from
my home — AND -on public
property that my taxes helped
pay for! ‘ }

- Confederate Flag Issuc
~ Is Out Of Perspective

only

i

¥ |
In ending this letter of con-.
cern about our school I would
like to ask if the two groups
appearing before the School
Board Tuesday have been cho-
sen according to the same cri-
teria. Are people outside our
community who do mot have
‘children in South Dade High or
a feeder school going to be per-
mitted to interfere with a pure-
Iy local problem (as the School
Board called it before so much
publicity, that if)? :
&

IF THE news media is not
going to be permitted to attend

' can a transcript of the proceed-

ings be obtained later? 1In
view of the conflicting stories
we get from different direc-
tions perhaps it would be best

Cif T just ask if a transcript was

going to be available to any
interested party.

Very, very sincerely and
with hope for healing all our
wounds. i }

.. .MRS. DOROTHY CAVES

‘name._Rebel.

Black Students
Are The Rebels

Editor, The News Leader:

The dictionary defines a reb-
el as one who does not conform
to adopted rules and regula-
tions; is rebellious; resists au-

thority; one who has feelings.

etﬂ%er repugnance and ex-
] and manifests them.
Just look who the rebels real-
ly are? Students, change the
It will be a stig-
ma on the Class of ’63-'69, In
the future we will hope for a
school where all the pupils will

_be glad, but as of now th'e

Negroes wear the name well.
Let them live it down.

Symbols Too Remote
To Hurt, Student Says

Editor, The News Leader: , 7 -
T guess about everyone has My opinion is ‘that if SOUL
voiced his or her opinion ©n wanted to forget the war they
the South Dade issue concern- would try to make a new mean-
ing the racial problem  And ing for the name Rebel, so it's
that is all it is, a racial prob-a fat chance the black students
lem. will ever be accepted until
S ~ they accept the school tradi-
SOUL SAYS that they can’t tion because the white s tu-
forget the Civil War. How can dents will not accept any other
they remember something that name as the yoting polls show«
happened over a century ago? ed. ;
The students at South Dade B Y
are approximately between the SOUTH DADE Rebels means
ages of 14-19 and you can’t tell the wh gh let school dall the
e know what it is like boys on the teams an our
ﬁem-\sm unless they're great coaches and Rebels can
' ; " have a better meaning to it
Bt fiag Been remembered than the definition in the dic-
i bably about the depres- ﬁonary’ A :
?im,mand ysbatistics show that _I'm very proud fo be a South
atter the age of 70 people can’t Dade Rebel because it means
remember ag well as they used to me greatness in-the school,
to, plus the fact that when

things start happening they Wry ago. . _ R
Xind of get pushed out of shape May South Dade Rebels live
fg woan & mon PRl

]

not a war that happened a cen- -

——







Question Precedes Hold-Up

' How do you get to ‘Reb
el Road?’
Three black men in a car :s?k%d
two white men looking at new auto-
rvrvxoblles at Dick Conley’s Chevrolet
- Wednesday night near Homestead.
hli\{:ever heard of it, replied the two
:\Zn; e men, Elmo F. Midyette Jr.
, of Florida City and Richard R.
Seader, 24, of Homestead. :
With that, the driver of the car
~ got out, Midyette told Metro police,

Which Way To “Rehel Road?

er hand over their money. Whe
%(ggkhpu? 11;:1111ey had none, the mralnﬂ:;%%
o e car and the three sped
Midyette said he and Seader fol-
l2ciwed the men in their auto to S%IV
1th Street where the driver of the
speeding car slammed on the brakes

;:tausing Midyette’s car to ram into

walked over to hi
iy 55 Al

-ditprihl-’Exmlqut_;’
‘Minister Writes
Editor, The News Leaer:
1 compliment you on the ex-

cellent editorial in your paper
~on Sep

. erate Symbols Should Be Phas-

‘ ed Out.” v
Your proposals here need to
_ have wide circulation. While
it is true there may be outside
wm, our community has
“no one to blame but ourselves
for the present race issue.
1t we desire better race rela-
tions throughout: South Dade,
your “logical compromise” is
;,&m. aet av in
REV. KENNETH E. NAUMAN

/3

. he 1 and aimed a gun .
He demanded Midyette and Sead-

t. 17 entitled “Confed-

pe Mo ®

Missing In
Editor, The News Leader:

‘In the name of sanity,
WHERE is the voice of mod-
‘eration in South Dade?

Where are the reasonable
people — the mature indivi-
duals who place a higher value
on justice, progress and a safe
and united community tham on
school tradition?

A1 * L

WHERE ARE the rational
people 'who realize that all
things are relative and that no

~ pame or band cap ig as impor-
tant as the safety and well-be-
- ing of everybody’s children, be
they black, white or red?
. Surely the ardent, red-neck-
ed ‘states righters’ and the mil-
jtant blacks are in the minority
here . . , in an area whose phe-
pomenal population increase
stems from the influx of people
" from other areas — people Who
~grew up in places where the
- Civil War ig long since nothing
“but dry history in a hook!
_ Why then has this majority
t’,‘, reasonable, rational people
ed silent? Has it degener-
ated here (as it hag in some
metropolitan areas) into the
_shameful position of “not want-
ing to get involve » — thereby
letting two vociferous minori-
ties continue to pick at a soré
that daily grows more swollen
, ? 4
&

e
]
i
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Metro

. aﬂ(:ate

— € nne

.'Ifhe three Negroe:
their vehicle and fﬂ';efm | félol:,%‘pdoned
police had the car towed in

Gois OF The Moderates -

Coniroversy

thrive . . . an approach that is
humane and rational, I urge
others wha feel as I do to apeak
out.

Speak up! Let the commu-
nity know how you feell

Tel; your children what you
believe and WHY you believe
it. Give them the same rock-
firm backing that the handful
of die - hardg on both sides in
this South Dade High name <
and - symbol controversy are
giving to their children.

Stand up and be counted!

Have the courage of your
convictions!

Call for an end to names and
symbols that cling fo a dead
past and can further demean
a race that has alreay endured
too many hurts administered
by a nation in hobnail boots-

Ityoudonotdoso—-and
do it NOW — the increasing
bitterness between factions and -
the holocaust to which it may
lead can be laid squarely at
YOUR doorstep.

* *

BECAUSE IT isn’t only the
rabid adults whose children are
now involved — by the fact that
you live here, you and your
children are involved, too.

" The requiem “Here lies the
body of a community whose

reasonable majority didn .
want to get involved’ is 2

hameful- one, indeed:

v W Ly
§owl i Zd B
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By OTIS GOSSMAN JR.

_Tho»other day a matronly woman

W > family helped start South

Dade way back when delivered a let-

ter to the editor expressing her feel-
Ings on the Rebel matter.

I caught just a glimpse of her,

t unlike so many caught up in the

furor, she smiled politely. The wo-

man’s good breeding and good man-

d be spotted had she been .

)S§ the street,
_ On the other side of the coin we
w the callers who have a remark-
- tendency to become _unglued.

fost of these take on dual roles:
€y ask you a question and then an-
wer if, which is fine because we

ing on teleﬁhomi arguments.

3 ! y
TELEPHONES IN South Dade
&qe days must be seeing an ex-
raordinary amount of use. I dare-
fay more naughty words have been
saif vi%tthat medium than at any

me in the county’s history.
~Generally, and sadly, the mod-
erate voices have kept away from
their telephones, their typewriters,
m involvement. Maybe it’s not
%’  business to get involved. Maybe

i g not good for the nerves. It cer-

y isn’t good for harmonious re-
lations with people you've known for
many years.

t in our case getting involved is

what we’re cut out to do. Newspapers ‘_

that straddle the fence when it com-
es to editorial involvement in vital
community issues are something less

m newspapers.
IT WOULD be far, far easier to
reflect the popular stance, whether
we think it’s right or wrong. That
way you digest your food hefter in
urants because people don’t
walk up to your table and say ,‘‘I
hope they bur? your paper to the
grOlmd." N

re ly aren’t in the business of car-

Getting Tnvolved
A TO“Chy Matter

~ the lowest order that

“instrument, ideallty

- scheme of thingg has changed

Or the telephoﬁe caller who say,
Listen, nigger lover, you better
check your car before you get indt.?%.

Or the 100 per cent rudeness of

often comes
form the other end of the line,

The telephone is a very accessible .
suited to the in-
stant letting off of steam. Maybe the
callers with the bad mouths sleep a
little better, after having told the
neighbors of their bravery, but it is
unlikely that that sort of hate stew-
Ing away inside is conducive to a
good night’s sleep.* .

WHEN YOU drive the streets of
Siautp Dadt(a1 and 1see ’tttlilg children
playing and people sitting around
and talking and all the other Ii :ﬁ:
ing on, it is deceiving and sometim-
es more than a little uMeNm%W“
Fnow that the cups of hate ve
been overflowing Iately. .

Part of this. is attributable to the -

(13

times, times when the sociologi

In g couple of decades than it has in
the last 50 years. . 8
Change to many is a foreign badi
that their own bodies refuse to tol- -
erate, especially when it goes more
than skin deep. The emotional hur-
ricane that has been sweeping this
area hag lingered too long and un-
{grtm_la_tely it has done little to clear
the air’ -%3.. ¥ i .

# * *

THE WARNINGS for this type of .
disturbance aren’t always readily
detectable. This one having to d
with the races has been lingering
shore for a long time. And now that
it has reached shore it has caught
a lot of us unprepared. p

The trees that last the longest in
South Florida during such blows are
those that bend 5 Tittie. And some-
times humans can learn something
by observing nature. It’s worth a try,
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W Sl'bry Reaches Hawaii

" Black, White Students Should Make Up ,

 Editor, The News Leader:

An opén letter to the students
q; South Dade High School:

~ In the early 1950’s, when the

few Negro chﬂdren were

‘eing admitted to Southern
~ schools (100 years too late)
W heart ached with humilia-

i and pain when I saw
[!» ) bbemg spat upon and
my white peers.
”“Bﬁt “h%pe springs eternal...”
and I placed my hopes and
dg:eams on the very young
children and those as yet un-
born —on YOU. Everyone
knows that the young are with-
out prejudice — that it must
be instilled in them by their
elders, And YOU — with your
(eyes opened by present day
— would not succumb
to such teachings. This was my
hope.

TODAY, on one of the back
gamgles of the Honolulu Star

etin 1 spotted an article
| stating that “Negroes lose
‘Dixie’ fight”. Agair my heart
ached! What had happened to
the bright, idealistic young on
whom I — and many like me —
happinned our hopes?

Haying become attached to
ertain customs in my day, I
feel considerable sympathy for
a student body who must give

tradltlons because of a
1 1l of students.”” But
m of our traditions were
established in a day of ‘lighter’
mood when a rebel flag and a
rebel yell SEEMED completely
inoffensive and pure fun.
Now, in a day when white
and black blood (ALL red, of
r'se) isbeingspﬂled those
: bring us mere -

pleasure should be closely ex-
amined to see if they are REAL-
LY worth the price.

Perhaps the 1,010 of you who
voted to keep the Confederate
emblems are not yet suffici-
ently mature to understand the
pain this would inflict on a
black person in today’s world.
But you must know how ridic-
ulous it makes such a person
look.

* * *

WHY SHOULD you, in your
apparently secure feeling of
‘whiteness’ want to make any
other human heing look or feel
ridiclous? I beg you to learn
what our first grade son
learned long ago—your black
school mates not only have
your same physical character-
istics but your mental ones.
the same unfortunate ability to
feel pain, humiliation and re-
jection.

Many of you undoubtedly re-|
alized that the black student
would not feel at home with
“Dixie” and Confederate flags,

. school emblems and uniforms.

How ideal it would have been
if a group of student leaders,
knowing integration was im-
minent, had met during the
summer to find ways of wel-
coming the minority group and

making them feel comfortable.

Such a group—sincerely mo-
tivated—would have recognized
the mapproprlateness of the
rebel tradition in & multi-racial
people would then have started
the perhaps painful proces of
change.

And things WILL change.
Whether we want them to or

not. How peacefully this comes

LITTH

Letters To
The Editor

about, and how quickly, de-
pends upon each individual and
his relation to current events.
In this instance, to each stu-
dent at South Dade High School
and his ability to recognize,
accept and promote the dignity
of his fellow students.

* * *

IT IS unfortunate that a
change was not made imme-
diately in an atmosphere of
warm acceptance. Hardness of
heart begets hardness of heart
and violence begets violence.
Our most glaring contemporary
example of this is the Ku Klux
Klan which begat the present
militant black power advocates.

Apparently your stand has
already provoked fights and
tensions, (Now is it REALLY
worth it—for the sake of sing-
ing “Dixie” for four years?

Please—VERY soon—iry to
find time alone in which to
immerse yourself in the feeling
of being black—of having al-

‘ways been black. Then put

yourself in the same situation
as your black fellow students.
Would you feel at home singing
“Dixie”? Wearing a rebel
uniform? Waving a rebel flag?
(Surely you know that the Civil

Warmpmsentmadeniﬂo_

ALL PROBLEMS are at least
two-sided, When your school
has a problem with both a
bleck and white side, the above
experiment could make things
a lot easier.

Your decision to hold on to
your tradition has probably re-
sulted in nothing more than a
heady “we’ll show ’em” type of
cockiness. How empty and in-
adequate when compared to
the warm, responsive emotion
you might have felt at doing
the more difficult—but more
decent—thing!

Do you read the papers? Do
you see—with your heart—the
misery being suffered by ALL
races because of pre-judice?
The beginning of the end must
start with the young. Until the
young recognize this and push
ahead (rather than pull back
or drop out) we will never
rise above the frustration and
unhappiness- of today.

* * #*

DO YOU WANT to let this
problem fester for your chil-
dren to inherit? . . . or your
children’s children? Or would
you rather pick up the load
now by handling each day’s ra-
cial problems fairly and justly
with a deep feeling for the sen-
sitivity of others?

While you have missed your
opportunity to start out on the
right foot, the wrong can still
be righted. If white and black
students alike would approach
a “making up” in the right
manner South Dade High
School could still serve as a
shining example to our country.

- How

rful it wouldylp'

to see such headlines as he
“South Dade Whites Re
sider School Traditions;” “Con.
test Underway to select new;ﬁl
Black-White School Emblem;
Black-White (Campaign Undg
way to raise money for
Band Uniforms.’ L

TO HOLD it together, this®
weary old world needs a str
chain of love, frlendshlp :
cooperation among ALL ra *,,
The link located in Homestead,
Florida could be a most- hl;-,
portant one. v i

I regret that I cannot sign my
name to this letter and I hope
you will not make light of it on
that account. I would be happy
to lend my voice—and name—
to any such small effort at
creating a peaceful atmosphere
in our country.

My husband, however, does
not wish me to use my nm
and I must abide by his wis
(But how I often wish I could
have had my free, unencum-
bered years at this 'time, when
there is such a challengo ol
put young energies and efforts
to such worthwhile tasks. How
I envy you your opportunit
and pray that you will
them.)

(In the event it matters fo :
of you, I am from the 8
only temporarily in Hawe
may be surprising to y
know that here in Hawa
is some prejudice agamst the
haole (white)—an unfortunate
thing which I somehow appre-
ciate as it enables me to ol




By GEORGIA MARSH
Herald Education Writer
. The University of Miami
band has been directed not to
play the -song “Dixie” at

football games.

President Dr. Henry King
Stanford, was put into effect
for last Friday’s season open-
ing game but not publicly
announced. .

~ There was ‘some heckling
of the band, leading Dr.
| Stanford to write a letter to
the student body Thursday.

The ban, ordered by UMA

or

hibit the playing of “Dixie!’

was his alone.

*“No individual or group
requested me not to play
‘Dixie,’ ” he said.

Rather, he said his south-
ern heritage, dating back 300
years, “persuades me to be-
lieve that it is not honorable
to force upon a minority
group the symbols of the
Confederacy which, rightly
or wrongly, have become S0
distasteful to them.”

These symbols, he added,

. time when we are making an
effort to bring more Negro
students to the campus and

the mainstream of

. American society.”

“] believe that the gener-
ous, magnanimous attitude
for the majority to take here
at the University is to dis-
pense with the remaining
symbol which is so repulsive
to them.”

He also said the university
is “by no stretch of the imag-
ination a Deep South institu-
tion (attracting students last
year from 49 states and 70

into

ination, and the degradation
of human personality, all
conditions that are at com-
plete variance with that part
of my southern heritage
which I prize so highly.

«A person has a right to
play Dixie but is it within the
bounds of taste, honor, nobil-
ity to play it under the cir-
cumstances?” he wrote.

At the game, students
heckled the band with re-
quests for “Dixie,” but band-
master Fred McCall respond-

Takes UM Stan

times, some students chant-
ed, “That won’t do Freddy,
that won’t do.”

Stanford said he was dis-
tressed “to learn of the indig-
nities the band suffered at
the hands of boorish ele-
ments,” at the game.

Mike Abrams, student
body president, said it was
difficult to determine if the
majority of students opposed
the “Dixie” ban or ‘“those
that do happen to be a vocal
minority.”

Abrams and other top

' foreign countries) . . =

Dr. Henry Stsmf ord

. . . song distasteful

put are unhappy that he
made it without “some stu-
dent consultation first.”
Abrams said, “We have
talked to black students on

campus and Wwe sincerely
believe these Confederate
svmbols are offensive to
them.” ‘

“We don’t feel that we

should ask the band, or amy

arm of this institution, to do
something offensive to any
of the students.”

In his letter, Dr. Stanford
said he has been concerned
over the continued use of

“Dixie,” particulatly at a

L'C/é
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Herald Staff Writer

thonzed midn
"'

PURDY 3t i
tion with

duty assignments at
Dade Senior High School.

During the recent unres
the school in connection witl
its nickname and song, a
number of off duty dep
were hired by the S

that officers im
entered the scl
ria area and consu

belonging to

ol,” Purdy said.
deputles had ac
afeteria and did
~or force any doo:
admi an to the I

ubIlc Safety De
 will not tolerate 1
arities by any mem
e department, Pur

said the following
ities  received three
nsions for entering
eria area and ta
- stuffs for their
mption; Raymond
, Joel R. Anderson,
obson, James E.
| S. Schumacker.
following, he
e given one day s
for taking food
 the unlocked re
n the cafeteria ‘fo
1 consumption:
chini, Donald R.
es E. Kellum, Rob
cGavock, Robert
ier, Gayle H. Wils
land J. Applegate,
+Bruce: 1B -
‘Peter L. Nemec
n Simpson, Harry
ht.
*
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DIXIE SYMBOLS BANNED

A Forthright Action
By Dr. Stanford

It took great courage for Dr.
‘Henry King Stanford to order the
abolition of Confederate symbols
from the campus at the University
‘of Miami.

His concept might be found in
the very word “university” itself.
Combined from Latin words, unus
and versum, ‘“‘university” means
“combined into one whole.” And
this is what Dr. Stanford wants for
‘his university: a unified setting for
free discussion, for equal oppor-
tunity and for peaceful dissent.
~ « His decision to ban the playing
of “Dixie” by the University Band
of the Hour may offend some of
the red-neck Southerners who
abound in the southern end of Dade
County. But Dr. Stanford is known
to all of us as a man of moderation,
committed to a high standard of
educational processes. Never at a
loss for words, the president of the
university explained his position, in
a letter to his students:

“As a genuine Southerner, one
whose family goes back 300 years
into the history of the South, I
~pride myself on the nobler aspects
~ of my Southern heritage — a digni-

~
G
oo

ty, a courtesy, a civility, a manner-
ly approach, all of which denote a
respect for the individual.

“It is this very aspect of South-
ern heritage that persuades me to
believe that it is not honorable to
force upon a minority group the
symbols of the Confederacy which,
rightly or wrongly, have become so
distasteful to them, symbols which
are associated in their minds with
slavery, discrimination, and the
degradation of human personality,
all conditions that are at complete
variance with that part of southern
heritage which I prize so highly.”

That’s speaking bluntly and

" truthfully because such symbols

serve only to express prejudices
which exist, not only in our com-
munity but all over the nation.

These are, as Dr. Stanford noted
recently, “anxious times for both
the Town and the Gown.” The
university must seek to graduate
students who will enter into the
responsibilities of citizenship with
zeal, not apathy, prepared to meet
the challenge of tomorrow with
empathy for the task of today.

a/»1

Extremists Used

Confederate Flag
To The Editor:

It’s pretty well known that the Con-
federate flag has been used to promote
such things as the Ku Klux Klan, the
White Citizens Council, and the political
career of George C. Wallace. This might
be reason enough for the black students
at South Dade High to protest against

the Confederate flag as their school sym-
bol, Confederate uniforms for the school
band, and the continued use of any other
Confederate trappings. It's doubtful that
these youngsters are thinking about
slavery and the Civil War, but they cer-
tainly are concerned with what’s hap-

R. K. R, Miami

_pening right now.
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 Minority Group

Editor, The News Leader:

During all of this “Rebel”
controversy, has anyone thought
to look up the meaning of the
word “rebel” or, in the case of
the South during the Civil War,

- “The Rebels”?

Webster states: “Rebel: a per-
son Who openly resists authority
or opposes any control.”

* * *

In effect, isn’t this what is
being advocated and carried
out in this case and throughout
this country by minority groups?
The hippies, yippies, draft dis-

Senters, bums, winos, intellec-

tuals, morons, union organiz-

_ ers—those who don’t want to be
~ “unionized.” Everyone and any-

one who has a compaint against
the boss, a foreman, family,
wife, children, mistress or “Joe
the bartender” is a ‘“Rebel”!

Having been raised in the
South (Miami) by a grand-
mother who descended from the
Lee’s and the Randolph’s of
Virginia and transplanted to the
State of Texas, instilled in me
that “Damn Yankee” was one
word, I am proud of being a
self-proclaimed “Rebel”!

Remember! The Civil War
was fought over ‘‘States Rights,”
not the “Emancipation Procla-
mation” issued by Lincoln.
Many Southern ‘“‘slave owners”
freed their slaves and then con-
tinued to care for them, share
and share alike, as long as pos-
sible. Yet, they went into the
most disastrous war in which
these United States have ever
been engaged.

So what is the big beef? Con-
federate flags can he purchased
on the open markets in Okinawa,
Japan, Korea, Viet Nam and I
DARE SAY, Germany. Thege
people are smart—they trade
upon sentiment, not logic.
Confederate flags have flown
in every theater of operations

from North Africa to Japan,
Italy to Germany. By individ-
uals who were AMERICANS
first, but proud of a heritage
which is no less henious than
the Irish in New York—the
Scandinavians in the Upper
Middle West, the Mexican-
American in the Southwest or
the Neisei in the Far West.
* * *

No one group, be they white,
black, red, yellow, purple or
pink, can dominate the thinking
in any one country (witness
Hitler), but CERTAIN groups
seem to feel this way.

The constitution provides that
everyone is created equal. BUT,

Rebels’

all“of us, and I mean ALL of
us have to earn this privilege,
Violence and controversy can-
not gain the ultimate goals of
all of us. '
All of us have an obligation,
whether it be to townm, eity,
county, state or nation (after
all, my High School team in
Towa was called the *Indians
and I had no desire to rile
them up on the Northern
plains) and we CAN’T do it by
fighting and violence at the
high school level. 4
Are you kidding me?” ;
“Save your Confederate mon~
ey, the South will rise AGAIN!*
- NAME WITHHELD

R R

South Dade

Story Aired

On Television In Maine

Editor, The News Leader:

This morning, a TV news
program featured the South
Dade schools, South Dade high
school in particular, with their
problems of the Confederate
flag, their band and athletic
teams called the Rebels etc,

* % *

This was of great interest to
us as our youngest son went to
Homestead schools from the
Neva King Cooper school on,
from our first trip in 1946 until
his second year in high school.
He played on the baseball team
his freshman year and like the
majority of people in Homestead
was a ‘Yankee’ Rebel and
thought nothing of it.

Those were the days of seg-
regation and at a time when
Metro wasn’t throught of, hoth
of which we considered an
ideal situation, this by Yankees,
as Yankee as can be with our
fown of Greenville only 60
miles from the Canadizn bord-
er.
Our son went on to the Uni-
versity of Maine, being on the
Dean’s list a number of times

been a very successful design-

ing engineer. We feel Home-
stead schools had no small

part in making this possible.
* * *

We missed our trip to our
second home, ‘Homestead,’ last
winter due to sickness and it
was our second winter of stay-
ing in Greenville since the
first trip in 1941. We feel just
as proud of your wonderful
high school band, ‘The Rebels
and as they play Dixie in their
wonderful way we too feel like
cheering like all others.

Most of the young people in
the band, like our son, came
from Massachusetts, Connecti-
cut, New York, Oregon, etc.,
and have sense enough to real-
ize the Confederate flag or play-
ing Dixie doesn’t mean a thi
to real Americans.

Keep on the way you are.
It’s time in our so-called De-
mocracy 10 per cent of our
citizens stop pushing around the
other 90 per cent. A large
amount of us D--- Vankees will
vote for Wallace, ‘
those registered Democrats.

NORMAN E. SQUIRES



Native Attitude Stills
Voice Of Conservatives

Editor, The News Leader:

The lady who gaid that North-
-erners approved of her ideas
has finally forced me to write.
Your school board has asked
conservatives to come forward
— perhapg they are not cogni-
zant of the belligerent attitude
of the local natives. I would
fear for my child if I signed
- my name to this letter.
* * *

I WOULD like to ask her
where she thinks the vote
against these hate symbols
came from. The Negroes did
not vote.  Most mortherners
here knew of your bigoiry be-
fore they came here and came
for their work or for the cli-
mate. We can see your atti-
tude if we asked you to fight
for the Union uniform, and
the song Yankee Doodle.

Al} kidg love to fight for a
cause, hence, « com petitive
sports are loved by all, Why

.put the burden of adult preju-
dices on their shoulders.
* * ES
THEY SHOULD have
“kicky” uniforms, and they
. with hearts full of team spirit
instead of the hate and fear of
fellow man.

If a Baptist minister can
open the doors of his church,
why can’t Homestead open the
doors of its city and get rid of
things offensive. ‘

To Christians I'd like to ask
— who gave you your white
skin? = God in Heaven must
have thought you would have
done something good or he
wouldn’t have given you this
advantage. Can you pray for

your missionarieg and hate the
converts?
5 a-‘ o * *

TO NON - BELIEVERS who
think they came out of the
woods before Negroes, I'd like
to ask — with all your superior
culture would you allow your
children to be treated as you

‘about the Dead Sea.

have treated the Negroes and
behave as well? =

There is a beautiful poem
It takes
from all around it but it doesn’t
give, so it has become dead

and stagnated. Is this Home-

stead, Fla.?
..NAME WITHHELD

Yo o sk e
Black Power The Issue,
Not The Rebel Name

Editor, The News Leader:

Due to your ill-timed editor-
ial on Tuesday I will not be
subscribing to your paper any
longer.

How could you completely
ignore a vote by the majority
of students of South Dade? In
other words all their faith, all
the honest debates all the time
spent reaching a decision was
for nothing.

Ed L 2y x

Any student who did not vote
certainly has no right to com-
plain of the outcome. Your vote
is supposed to be your voice in
this country. How do you ex-
plain to the majority that the
minority shall rule?

The dictionary states that “a
minority is a group having less
than the number of votes need-

ed to control.” Maybe the.

threat of riots, disorder and
boycotts outweighs simple
justice.

Aside from the very one-
sided point of view you put

“forth, you also gave that very

narrow minded school board
member something in which
he could label all of the South
Dade community as racists.

I'm sure advance notice of
that editorial was very wide-
spread in the Negro community
as their demands seem to agree
with yours 100 per cent. Well,
maybe someday you along with
the black minority will succeed
in erasing some of the history
of the United States, namely
the Civil War.

* £ * 3

‘It seems now, 100 years later,

you've decided the Confederate

flag, the song Dixie, and the

South itself should be treated
as dirty words. Well, 'm
of the country we live in and
I'm proud that loyal America
doesn’t threaten violence, burn-
ing, looting, and rioting every-
time a situation arises.

Even you should be smart
enough to realize the Rebel

er is.
- MRS. SANDRA STEWART
Florida City

name isn’t the issue, black pow-
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ceive Suspensmns Sh w

1d111ght Snack Costl
or 18 Meiro ()ﬂlcer

By GERRY CROSBY larities which involved -eating lic Safety Department officer, approprlate disciplinary ue» ghal e
A midnight snack by officers some food belonging to the now affiliated with the school tion. This department req “
n exira duty at South Dade school. board’s  security department ed top professional integi

ligh School during the recent Purdy stated that the inves- made the complaint to John and conduct under all cir
acial tensions at the school tigation revealed that officers Tyler, head of security. stances,” Purdy said. i :

ill cost a few officers about improperly entered the school’s It was security that request- The following officers re

575 each in lest pay. cafeteria and ate the food. ed off duty men to be assigned ed three - day suspension

- Public Safety Department Di- However, it was pointed out ter the school from midnight to actually entering the cafeﬁ
tor E. Wilson Purdy announ- Lthat keys to all of the rooms, 6:30 a.m. Some of the officers area and taking food: "
ed Thursday 18 deputies were including the cafeteria were went on the job immediately Raymond Stanisky, Joel .nir
suspended and one probationa- given to the men in the event following an eight hour regular Anderson, John D, DobmLY
ry officer dismissed for irreg- of trouble. : shift for the department. James E. Giles, Lael S. Sm-

larities in connection with Therefore there was no fore- Milk, hard - hoiled eggs, pud- macker.

‘ f - duty assignments at South ed entry by 18 of the men. There ding and small cakes were The following cfficers wele
~ Dade High. was possible forced entry, how- allegedly consamed by the given one - day suspension for |
~ Purdy said that Capt Rich- ever, by one of the men into officers. taking food stuffs from an un- |

: McFarland commander of the locked cafeteria manager’s “The Public Safety Depart-
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Not Kid Stuff

THE HIGH SCHOOL ruckus in South Dade
County has many elements in parallel with the
question of social club discrimination.

Whether or not people, in this case young
students, have the right to employ symbols that
are offensive to a minority is clearly part of the
larger issue encompassing whether or not people

have the right to make any social choice based

on racial or religious prejudgment.

It seems logical that people cannot, or cer-
tainly should not, be forced to open the portals
of their private lives to all comers if their pref-
erence is not to do so.

But then neither should those who are
barred be denied the privilege of branding the
exclusion as a prejudice if that, indeed, is what it
is.

This seems a small price to pay for those
Wwho insist on the privacy at a time when racial
and religious likes and dislikes are the stuff of
Spads and Jennys in a world of moon-girdling
spaceships.

* * *

STILL, the exclusivists want it both ways,
and they harangue us with the notion that for
the oppressed to exact any kind of premium at
all of them, notably to regard them as oppres-
sors, is “unAmerican.”

This is particularly hypocritical because it
puts the cart before the horse. It declares the
‘genteel practice of racial and religious bigotry
an American privilege.

Some politicians are particularly prone to
this kind of reasoning. They may run for the
presidency on a platform that sees the racial
crisis as the overriding issue of the campaign.
But they belong to social clubs that bar Negroes
or Jews as members.

’ The South Dade ruckus differs significantly
“in at least one major consideration. For South
Dade | ~a public facilit;

School Ruckus

~m ndeed, there is a significant body of f ]
opinion that speaks convincingly against‘ig;
right. The May, 1954 Supreme Court ruling on
desegregation, for example, argues that separate
but equal is by its nature not equal because sepa-
rate implies a broad gamut of psychological no
less than social inequities and handicaps.

* * *

IN THE WHITE students’ insistence on
using the sounds and symbols of the Confedera-
cy for some of their school activities, they have
violated the spirit of this ruling by abusing the
sensibilities of a minority group now guaranteed
an unconditional status of equality.

In their defense, the white students may
argue in two directions: either that the Confed-

~erate symbols are not offensive; or that, regard-

less of the psychological impact on others, their
right to free expression must not be hindered.

But the fact is that the symbols are offen-
sive — however good-humored or well-intended
they may be. They are an unrelenting sign of
Negro humiliation during a particularly humili-
ating period in American history.

Those white persons for whom these sym-
bols continue to have electric meaning as an
evocation of past Southern glories deliberately
confuse their sectional “political patriotism”
with downright racial provocation. At best, they
pursue their ideals with no concern for the sensi-
bilities of others.

For this reason, the school ruckus was not
just kid stuff but a-miserable example of how
adults use their children as instruments of self-
realization. The symbols run deep on both sides
of the color line, and so the South Dade struggle
poured over the students, into the adult commu-
nity and onto a battleground of polarized white
and Negro forces, where “political patriotism”
inevitably did achieve its racially provocative
purpose.

* * *

THE QUESTION of offensiveness apart,
there are laws here. As a public facility, South
Dade High is not a social club where white stu-
dents, like their parents, may opt to pay the
price of exclusivity and their unfettered right to
free expression at the expense of others.

It was therefore absurd of them (and their
parents) to expect of the Negroes that they
should adopt a Steppin’ Fechit attitude in the
face of rebel calls to battle.

For at South:Dade High, everyone pays with
hard-earned and hard-relinquished tax dollars.
And so there can be no Steppin’ Fetchits. Nor
should it be surprising that Negroes may recall
in “Dixie” more than mint julips, white-co-
lumned mansions and the splendid life.
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! - Miami News Reporter
~ After sitting around South
High doing no teaching
 two class days, William
1 was told to report
7 to the Dade school
sm’s personnel office in
ni for assignment to
another school.
- “But I want to stay in
m Dade,” he said. “T'll
to be reinstated there
‘and find out what measures
it takes to be reinstated.”

: ¥
m 24, was “relieved of

W
ching duties” Friday
with no advance
He said school offi-
bjected to pictures on
elassroom bulletin
rought in by students
’s suggestion. . -

¥ L i
“Pm not going up there to

-3

the personnel office with any
big grudge,” Royal said.
Both the Classroom Teach-

ers’

Association and the

‘I want to stay in South
Dade ... I'll request to be rein-
stated there and find out what
measures it takes to be rein-
stated. ’'m not going up there
to the personnel office with
any big grudge . . . But 'm still
going to handle this on my

own.’

Dade chapter of the Ameri-
can Federation of Teachers
offered help, he said. “But
Pm still going to handle this
on my own — nght now,
anyway.” :

were full. It’s definitely an
excuse.u

Betty Gilkey, south district
superintendent, said Royal
had “directly violated in-
structions from his principal”
by failing to remove pictures
from windows on the class-
room doors. She said it was
dangerous to have the win-
dows obscured.

Royal said, however, that
“at least six or seven other
teachers” had not yet re-
moved pictures from the
openings on Friday, the day
he was taken from his biolo-
gy classroom.

“I removed the picture
from one door,” he said. “I
left the other because I didn’t
want the students to use the
back door to the classroom.”

The windows were men-
tioned, Royal said, in his

He was told yesterday
afternoon, he said, that
South Dade High was over-
staffed.

“I don’t believe that,”
Royal said. “All my classes

interview Friday with Miss
Gilkey, Principal Howard
Crabtree, and Ben McCardel
of the school system’s secu-

~ rity office.

“But this wasn’t the reasom
they gave,” he said. “The
picture content was the rea-
son.”

Two pictures were singled
out for criticism, he said, one
of the British singing group,
the Beatles, and one of a
human embryo. =

“If the Beatles are evil,”
Royal said, “then it shouldn’t
be possible for students to
order Beatle albums through
another department of South
Dade High — and it is.” He
added that he does not think
a picture of a human embryo
inappropriate for a biology
classroom.
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By PAUL BROOKSHIRE
- THE FLOODTIDE of mail to this
newspaper precipitated by a minor-
ity move to abolish Confederacy-link-
; g.school symbols at South Dade

- High coittinues at an unprecedented
" p@e. o
.~ Although the hysteria has abated

- somewhat, the seas of controversy
Tt ‘_;vqtlll runni*ng high gvgr the issue.

* NEEDLESS TO SAY those in fa-

& g ﬂ;)f retaining the status quo at

i Dade far outnumber those who
' .»}'h@eve it's tlpe fgr a*change. 3

- S0 FAR The News Leader has re-
ceived about 100 pieces of mail on
the v_,lsub%'lg:ct. As of last Friday, we
- had published 87 letters — most . of
them with little editing. g
"~ A few letters were not published

."»."b,_ec; se they bordered on the ‘ques-

' tionable sidé — that is, they possibly

‘were slanderous to certain parties
or g,!fmps involved. '
] % #* * i
FINITELY pro-Rebel, no doubt
ut it, were 38 letter writers.
«  Another 17 were of 3 more moder-
ate tone but were for keeping the
symbols at South Dade. S
" That makes a total of 55 pro-Reb-
elv g ¥ i g
LS % L LS i)
- LETTERS from persons support-
ing the minority position to do away
with the symbols numbered 23.
Another five letters seemed fo
back the minority viewpoint, making
a total of 28 s?-called ‘;anti-Rebel.” '

\.‘TH'ERE were four other letters

‘published from persons commenting

" on the issue but failing to take a de

finite stand on either side. |
L ™ 5‘, & * * %*

FEW, IF any, of the letter writers
ered a solution to the controversy.
In other words apparently there

~were no acceptable compromises to

‘those taking hard-line positions on

~either side. There was no middle-
ground to any of Eheﬁe* people. -

" ARGUMENTS offered on both sid-
semed to fit into fixed patterns;
e pro-Rebels, for the most part,

contended the symbols did not be?r

any racial overtones and were purely

- sehool symbols with no connection -
_ihe Cetifederacy. . . e o
- The anti-Rebels refused to accept

this argument.
v ﬁ?ﬂt stands.

‘Old Times There’
Should Be Forgotten

" (From the University of Miami Hurricane)
The Old South had a lot of traditions. One
of the best was the style of the Southern Gentle-
tak :

It seems, however, that the good traditions
are always the first to wilt, and the poorer ones
hang around like sour dregs in the bottom of a

-C of fine wine.

And those dregs floated to the surface recent-
ly at both the University of Miami and South
Dade High School. At both schools, those claim-
ing to be the direct descendants and standard
bearers of the Moonlight - and - Magnolia sef got
very up tight — and very ungentlemanly — about -
the surrender of “Dixie” as a fight song.

IN BOTH CASES, black students at the &
schools told the administration that the sggﬁ
“Dixie” and the accompanyigf Rebel flags ‘
gothg Confederate paraphernalia were offensive

em.

_ Now there is some room — perhaps a,lm‘:E
city block or so — for debate on whether a bla
student should get all that upset whenever he
hears the straing of “Dixie.” If there is racism
implied in the song, it seems to be a rather subtle
brand of it. Perhaps it seemg different, though,

from a Black man’s viewpoint.

Regardless of the sociological merits or de-
merits of “Dixie’’ ag a school fight song, though,
there were blatantly racist tinges to the way

. white students at both the schools reacted fo its

being challenged.

t South Dade High, white students and par-
ents reacted as one would expect people with ru-
ral, southern backgrounds to react; like a bunch
of rednecks. Someone even “lynched” a black
doll from the school flagpole.

ONE WOULD have thought, though, that UM
students would have been a great deal more ur-
bane and 20th-Century than they were at Friday
night’s game. =
Instead, though, several hundred UM students
responded in a red-necky, high schoolish fashion
to President Henry King Stanford’s request that
“Dixie” not be played. One kept waving a Rebel

flag as a rallying signal for those who hooted

“We Want Dixie.” :

Fortunately, the hooters and the howlers
‘were in the minority. The majority of the crowd
accepted with some nostalgia that they couldn’t
and wouldn’t have ‘Dixie”” anymore.

The song that was once a traditional southern

- school fight song has regrettably evolved into a
fight song of a different nature, and as such it
strikes too sour a note. Dixie in reality has
ione, and Dixie in essence now must go. The
and of Cotton — with its slavery and hatred —
has faded, and Old Timeg There should be for-

gotten.
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