-~ Tactics

Editor, The News Leader:

I am writing this letter as an
ap to everyone who may be
able to make this country what

~our forefathers had in mind
when setting up laws to govern
the United States of America.
The threats which have besieg-
ed this country and now my own
community have prompted me
to try to do something in a
small way.

When you read this letter you.

will probably think it was writ-
ten by some nut, but I assure
you that this is not the case.
I am a concerned parent of four
of the best children on earth.
I was brought up in the Bap-
tist Church and went through
my childhood in a small town

in central Georgia named .

thay-n

I was raised by a colored
woman known to me as “Aunt
Ida” because my mother had
to devote most of her time to
- her mother and father, who
were victims of sugar diabetes.
“Aunt Ida” was a very small
colored person who did every-

1g possible for “Mr. Tommy
but if T needed correcting, she
did that too. I played with
colored children every day of
my early life and we got along
fine. These children were TRUE
AMERICANS.

*

In early adult life I employed
colored people on the farm
here in Homestead. Then, in
1952, 1 was inducted into the
: . During my two years at
Fort Jackson, S.C., my best
friend was a Negro named
“James” who had been a prin-
cipal of a school in Mississippi
before his induction into the
Army. Snce our wives and
famlies were not with us, he
agfdd{nsypent qui’:le a few of our
off d ours doing our laun-
dry ﬂngeﬂ?m- in the same wash-

* *

I became supply sergeant and
‘James” a platoon sergeant of
a training company. He always
saw to it that all members of
his race became good soldiers
and good citizens even if it took
a couple of G.I. baths with
scrub brushes and Iye soap to
accomplish this. Here again,
he was a TRUE AMERICAN
of a minority race on his way
up the RIGHT WAY.

Since my Army career ended
in 1954 I have been in the
construction field. I have work-
ed hundreds of Negro personnel
on these jobs in several differ-
ent trades, as laborers, econ-
crete finishers, block masons,
truck drivers, etc. I do not
think if you interviewed all of
the personnel that had ever
worked for me, you would find
ONE that would say I had ever
been prejudiced or had been
unfair in any way. :

*® *® *

During my 38 years of living
in the U.S., I have come in
contact with very few “Niggers”
until the last five years. (I
think if you check with the
Negro race you will find that a
“Nigger” is the same to them
what “White Trash” is to the
White race-. I firmly believe
that most of these were inspired
by the Communistic movement
in this country.

I would like to bring to your
attention, MY FEELINGS, and
I think, the feelings of the
young adults of this country who
really want to get an education
in order to become better citi-
zens, such as “Sharon Cash”
who is quoted in the news ar-
ticle attached. (I understand
that there were 33 names at-
tached to this letter.) My only
disappointment is that my 15-

- year old daughter and 19-year

old son names were not includ-
ed. I am sure if they have been
given the chance their names
would have been there; because
this is the way I have tried to
raise them.

I am asking for each mem-
ber of the school board to ex-
plain to the citizens of this
county, what type of citizens

these young adults will turn out

Bulldbzing . |
Not The Way

to be after being given the
guidance and privilege of vot-
ing in a Democratic manner
and then having this vote of
the vast majority voided by a

- government body. I CANNOT

repeat myself by saying that
THESE would be true Ameri-
cans.

I agree that minority groups
should have the same rights
and respect as the majority,
but I do not believe this has
ever or will ever he accom-
plished by threats and the bull-
dozing tactics now being used
in this country.

During the last 11 years, I
have been in business contact
with quite a few people of a
long standing minority group of

. this country. The Jewish people

have worked long and hard to
make their place and gain their
respect in this country, and have
looked after their own all the
way . I firmly believe that if
the Negro race would spend
more of their time and money
in trying to get their own peo-
ple off of the relief rolls and
quite consumming so mueh
of the taxpayers’ money in
organizations such as the E.O,
P.I. and others they would find
their goal of respect and equ
ity much closer, and thereby
make this a better place for all
of us to live.

T'll finish this letter by stat-
ing that I'm glad “Aunt Ida”
and her brother “Uncle Fred”
(Who at one time was z slave)
are now deal and don’t have
to see what this Democratic
country has come to (under
communistic intervention).

I would like to_further state
that T as an American cannot
understand why the people of
this country would rather send
their children to die in foreign
lands than to standup for what
they KNOW IS RIGHT, here in
theilr own country. ~

I am writing this letter and
signing my name because until
my two sons came along, I was
the last mas of a long line of

%

)

cent, and am proud to be a

TRUE AMERICAN.
M. T. CALDWELL
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m The News Leader:
‘What man has the right to

- condemn another man because

{ his race, creed or color?
7 do people these days think
hey have a higher authority
than God? It’s absolutely dis-

parents want to be con-

1 sidmed the greatest parents in

the world as far as their child-
ren are concerned. So they
spend endless hours, day after
day, teaching them right from
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They teach them fo be help-
is

this training. The children learn
a great deal by observing the
things that happen around them.
This in itself is your child’s

~ greatest teacher—life.

A e,

So why do parents constantly
make nasty remarks about peo-
ple who are notdthethsame aﬁor
they are? Why do they m a
in school _
with a child who was not the

- Same 80101"

 symbol, the ‘Gestapo”

Why did they spend so much
time training their kids to have
good manners and to respect
other people, when all they are
doing is teaching their child to
be deceitful and hateful, by
telling them there is a differ-
ence in people because of their
‘race, creed or color?

Kids are kids. They all be-
lieve in Santa Claus, the Easter
Bunny, the Good Fairy, Mon-
sters, Fairy tales and God.They
have measles, mumps, chicken
pox and colds. They all have
some sort of fear. They all live
in a child’s world of dreams and
fantasy.They all like to play and
romp. And when in school they
all stand “together” fo pledge
the flag. The flag of the United
- States of America,

% * ®

So what makes you think that
because of a child’s color he is
different from your own?

What would happen in this
world if all the Negroes turned
vmm tgw isn’t possible,

was? How could
you tell -the difference? How
would you kmw who was who?

Can, You Imaﬂme That"
Jews Object To Swast1ka

Editor, The News Leader:

The argument at South Dade
over the name “Rebel” is ri-
diculous. I see no reason at
all why the blacks of South

Dade have to be so narrow of

mind as to think of things like

white supremacy when they

hear “Dixie” played. Why

can’t they think of magnolia

trees and the beauty of the

Swannee River back in 18217
B 3 * *

I AM AN authority on this
subject as my old Alma Mater
in Germany had a similar prob-
lem with the Jews.

A few of them were bussed
to our school right after World
War II. They objected to the
name “Hitler High” for our
school, the swastika for our

half time,

Oh, the pettiness of those peo-
ple to come to OUR school and
not see the beauty of our sym=
bols of the glorioug past.

Our two best halfbacks,

Bernstein and Cohen, quit the

team in protest. Think of the
joy they missed by not running
touchdowns for dear old Hitler
High. Of not hearing the
crowd, led by our cheerlead-
ers, shouting “Seig Heil, Seig

Heil” in their honor, ag the

band goosestepped around the
field.
* # ®*

WHY CAN'T these Jews for-
get the furnaces and the con-
cenfration camps of the past
and let us keep our symbols?
If‘lms idiocy does not cease I

]

What would the Negroes have
to riot about then? How could

i

u

they teach their kids to ‘dislike

the whites?

Our world is changing every
day. Some people can’t seem to
accept the fact; they must like

things the way they are now. -

Personally, I don’t like w
the way they are now. I dom’t
like the war, the hatred, the
riots. I think our country needs
a change.

#*

We need to learn the mean-
ing of fellowship and love
among our fellow Amercans.
We have to train our kids to
love. What is the worll going
to be like if we don’t train our
kids now? What kind of world
will this be for them when they
are adults? It depends on ym,
the parents, As the song _says:

shed his grace on thee, And

crowned thy good, wlth

brotherhood From sea to shn-

ng sea.”
If more people thought seri-
ously about our America we’(}

all be better satisfied. .

MRS. JANET M. WM'

’\
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L T "k in answer to Mrs
* ly Caves’ letter publish-
ed Sept. .

) Mrs. Caves, the United

* States of America at one time
_ or another has been at war
England, Japan, Germa-

xico, Spain and North'

__,-"In each of these wars,

1 have fought and
thing called freedom, |

_ Q%n gh they themselv%

T

have never been free.

The United States of Ameri-
ca, after each of these wars,
forgave its enemies and, in
addition, poured countless mil-
lions of dollars into these coun-
tries to rebuild strengthen and
foster democracy in them.

4 * * *

THIS IS as it should be. But
there is not a Japanese, Ger-
man, ex - Nazis even, who can-
not come to this country and

: W The News Leader:
- I write this to make a plea
with Mrs. Sandra Stewart of
Florida City not to cancel her
Mﬁon to The News Lead-
simply because she disa-
gvees ‘with an editorial written

g 3& Gossman _concerning

Dade “Rebel” situa-
 tion.

~ The NEWS Leader is a fine
‘paper and does an excellent
job of reporting the local com-
~ munity news to us,
Unfortunately Mr. Gossman
is invariably on the wrong side
~ of most issues for the commu-
nity in which he lives.
. @ He was on the wrong side
~of the Rebel situation because
“most people in South Dade want
to stand behind the students
~and respect their vote,
® He was on the wrong side
“in his column about gun con-
trol laws, There are very few
in South Dade who want any
- kind of gun control laws. What
i meqt. people in this community
‘would like to see is proper en-
~ forcement of the laws we al-
ready have. .
® He was again on the
,.%mm his attack of
Mr. where he indica-
- ted that if Mr. Wallace were
~ elected and had access to the
‘nuclear weapons that he might
vllm&mg foolish.

€0 most of the people
h Dade favor Mr Wal-
I'm g

The Writﬁ‘ejrT Who Is
- Never, Never Right

tBerlbéarMsout

IT SEEMS to me that Mr.

Gossman is consistently on the
minority side of issues as far
as this community is concern-
ed. As you can see I equate
the word minority with the
word wrong in this letter, the
reason being that this country
still (at least I hope so) oper-
ates on majority rule.

Mr. Gossman’s obsession not
to be able fo conform with the
community could be caused
from being a mnewspaperman,
They are a strange breed you
know.

After all Sandy, he’s just
one little ole man no better
than anyone else. I think you
and I should defend his right to
be habitually wrong. After
all we must have freedom of
the press.

So Sandy dear, renew your
subscription to The News Lead-
er, if only to read the letters
to the editor. And if you would
like to read more conservative
views I suggest you also read
Insight on the News and The
Fort Lauderdale News, both
published near enough so that
you can get copies with no
trouble at all.

* * *

MR. GOSSMAN has . been
wrong so many times that we
should not be alarmed if he
comes out for Mr. Humphrey
in the near future. It would

aﬁmmm tradi-

.1 am aware, as you are,

. ter of Robert E. Lee and

. receive better treatment than
the black men who fought them
. in this country’s name. No

Supreme Court decision is
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*

RECONSTRUCTION
lowed. The South was e
ted, the Negro was expl
In her bitterness toward t!lis
exploitation, the South turned
on the Negro, blaming him
all her ills. Helpless against
the Northern occupation,  she
lashed out at my people h‘esh
out of slavery,

The Confederate flag, ﬁd!k:h
had been retired by honorable
men like Mr. Lee at Appomat-
tox, was called out of retire-
ment by dishonorable men,
leading the riff - raff of the
South, covered by white sheets,
angd carrying burning crosses,
to serve as the banner for a
new war against the Negr

Under that noble banner
which had served the South so
well during the Civil War, thou-
sands of Negroes were lynched,

;!;o 1-

burned, tortured and terrorize only

ed. This banner, which flew
over the heads of Jeb S&urt,
Stonewall Jackson, and
Southern heroes in broad day-
light and in honorable battle,
now was a thing of the night
and flew over dastardly men
ting foul deeds

. can wave the rebel
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the issue. In ending
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however, feel that
ones who are
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Naivete is everywt

is at least a.sﬂang
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Zooming Costs Deter Bids
On New Schools, Board Told

By LOUISE BLANCHARD
Miami News Reporfer
Construction costs are

rising so fast that contrac-
tors are afraid to bid on
large school plants, Andrew
J. Ferendino told the Dade
School Board.

Ferendino, architect to the
board, said only one contrac-
tor is preparing to submit a
bid on the $4 million, 18-
month job of building Hi-
aleah-Miami Lakes High. And
the board wants to call for
bids on two other $4 million
senior high plants in Febru-

ary.

Ferendino said he thought
he could get two more bid-
ders on the Hialeah-Miami
Lakes school if the School
Board would waive tempo-
rarily its requirement that
building contractors submit
with each bid a list of all
subcontractors and if the
board would postpone by a
couple of weeks the date
when bids are due.

The board accepted both
suggestions.

“Seyeral contractors think
the school can’t be built for
$4 million,” Ferendino said,
“pecause they can’t predict
how much building costs will
increase in the 16 to 18
months it takes to build a
senior high.

“Ten union contracts ex-
pire March 31,” he said.
“The contractors don’t know
how much they will have to
pay their workmen after that
date. They’re reluctant to bid
on a long-term job.”

He said construction costs
Tave risen 10 per cent in the
_ast four months and that
“jumber alone “is up 30 per
cent in the last six months.”

Seven elementary schools
are in various stages of plan-
ning, he said, with two of
them ready to issue bid calls
right now.

So far, however, he said
construction of smaller
schools is a less serious
problem. They take less time
to build and contractors do
not have to guess how much
costs will increase over SO
long a period.

“We can draw on a great-
er field of building contrac-
tors for an elemeriary
school” Ferendino said.
“There are only six or eight
contractors in Dade County
with the - bonding power to
bid on a $4 million job.”

In response to a question
from board member Helene
Vosloh, Ferendino said he
had called Tampa, Jackson-
ville and New York in an
effort to interest out-of-town
contractors in the job.

“] found one prospect in
New York,” he said. “There
were none in Tampa and
Jacksonville.”

The Hialeah-Miami Lakes
school is scheduled for com-
pletion July 1, 1970, in time
for the beginning of the
1970-71 school year, Ferendi-
no said. The delay in receiv-
ing bids, he said, will not
prevent the school’s opening
on schedule.

He said he is trying to
arrange schedules that will
allow 16 months for con-
struction of a senior high.

“The building contractors
want 18 months,” Ferendino
said. “Normally we allow 12
months and it takes 18.”

Soutk Miami High and
North 1 iami Beach High are
the two mnew plants also
scheduled to get started dur-

ing the current school year.
Ferendino hopes to issue
calls for bids for both in
February.

On a motion from member
Ted Slack, the board voted
to postpone the first reading
of a proposed new ] _licy to
prohibit the use ¢ school

'symbols that would interfere

with education.

First reading of the policy
will be at the Nov. 6 meeting.
Under board policy, a new
policy cannot be adopted
except on two readings. If
the proposal is presented
formally Nov. 6, it ccnnot be
effective until the Nov. 20
meeting.

It was proposed as a par-
tial solution to the contro-
versy at South Dade High,
where Negro students have
bitterly protested the use of
the school nickname, Rebels,
and of the Confederate flag,
Confederate band uniforms
and the song “Dixie.”

Superintendent Edward

" Whigham told the board his

staff has prepared several
drafts of the proposed policy.
Board members were to re-
ceive them today.

He pointed out that the
board still is holding closed
meetings with a biracial
committee in South Dade.

Slack said he would be
unable to attend the Oct. 16
meeting, when the board
earlier intended to vote on
the proposed policy. ‘

The board began its meet-
ing at 1 p.m. yesterday and
adjourned at 1:30 — proba-
bly the shortest  regular
meeting the 1.ade School
Board has helf in many
years.
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g; nn HENRY KING STANFORD

T he Straw

That Broke
Camel’s -Back

To The Editor:

* Your September 27 edltonal “A Forth-
~ right Action by Dr. Stanford” was, as
ﬂsggl a well wrjtten piece with which I
" disagreed. The fact that I did not agree

-» with it was nothing new, however the
S}Mament that Dr. Stanford’s decision
_“may offend some of the red-neck
" Southerners who abound in the southern
end of Dade County” was the straw that
broke this camel’s back..

There can be no doubt that this‘

. statement. was mtended to-be a slap in
- the face of the people of my community,-

the writer included.. Ninty-three per cént -
of the voting students at South Dade .

: School recently voted to retain
-and. other school symbols.
? ergfore, according to your interpreta-

tion, the vast majority of people here

t be quite unacceptable to your way

__af tfﬂnkmg
During the recent controversy per-
Wg to the question of the symbols at
* South Dade High, your paper was quite
‘successful in attaining a new low in
slanted news reporting. Were you not
aware of the open threats of burning,
';md. ‘turning South Dade into a second

_Civl} War battle ground by these so
Iq&h'ﬂ oppressed people, if their de-i

" mands were not met?
| :1 am a native of’ Homestead and I'm
--to e a part of thls commumty ;

! :.ZTo The EdltOI'

- democratic society is based on the wish of the ‘majority. The -
- wish of the majority has been established to retain hese
- school symbols. I understqnd that the school board members

. mit it to a ‘“democratic referendum,” in which the
L=y whlte majority would swamp the blacks and the few
| ‘who had the guts and honesty to see the light. ¥

‘Quoted here is part of a letter sent to members of !he

" Dade School Board, discussing the argument at South Dade

High School over the use of Confederate symbols:
~“The issue is today and the cause is of a different nature

. than in the Civil War — the right of a majority of students to
. retain (after 15 years) a school nickname “Rebel,” a s
. flag. “Confederate,” school uniform “Confederate," m a

school song “Dixie.” In the United States of America our

are going to vote on the issue to reverse the students’ vote,

. -‘based on a minority group’s demand. I think you aﬂh

remaining members of the board should consider very care-

fully the demoralizing effect the wrong vote could have on

the students, as well as the residents of Dade County. :
“If the Board’s vote is a reversal of the majority student

- vote, I suggest you consider estabhshmg the followmg M

bols: :
School Nickname ‘CONFORMISTS’ Y ;
School Flag ‘WHITE’ (defeat) i *"' s
School Song ‘T SURRENDER DEAR’ -
) 4 H. J. LAKE, Higk_ah
To the Editor-

Is anybody allowed to sing “Dixie” at Miami’s Ro E' .l.
Lee Junior High School?. g
4 SAM PETERS, Philadelphid, ﬁ.

e

3

* k% n

| ..,..,.

To the Editor:
In a society which condones a rebellion that occurred},j(
1861 (and which falled) as if it were in the same category as J
the American Revolution, it is not difficult to see how the
white people of South Dade Htgh rationalize the mclmmc
“Rebels.” Pl
However, mark the 1ncon515tency They wanted to~ ub

Now, the “Rebels” of 1861 also- refused to submlt m a

" referendum of the majority. Had Lincoln been able to induce -
- the South to agree to a nationwide reefrendum, there is little

doubt that the northern m! llions would have overcome the 3]

sparser southern ballots. e

~ So, those who wish to be called “Rebfls" in 1968 are
inadvertently wearing the shoes of reasoning of the antl-s&,lv-
ery people of 1861; and they are casting the 88 Negro “gtus "
dents in the role of true “Rebels”—rebels against a "Tyrmy
_of the Majority.”

The lesson? That the ma]orlty is sometimes right, as ig
1861; and sometimes wrong, as in 1968 at South Dade High;
and that there are higher laws to which white and black
must ascribe, laws so integral a part of our lives that mo

. election can reverse them. Would the South Dade whlteszg i

that by majority vote they could name the team “Na

or “Anti-Christs?” No, because these words are anathemuw ;
them. Buf “Rebels” has a cloak of respectability, as lonm~
it refers to the Confederate South of 1861. To the 88 Negroes
the word “Rebels” makes vivid memories of slavery and of

degradatlon and second—class cltxzenshlp It JS thelr fee




pus. I quote Dr.
ent that the stu- -

test t . !
unism, si! "Dixie"Np!' §
r DICKIN

Change m our socxeey_ is cﬁmiﬂg
ms dxff;cult to cope with. It has

the country into warring camps,

-who have and thosgwhn have nqt
ed movements for groups to run.
wn lives 1

hce Offlggrg are an inmm'tant sag-

' of this ”g‘_sociew yet they
xpected ehave and react differ- °
] n ] ot ,social otder

K f young pot

ilehe is]’gpcmd to keep lus

c'_ ron among them, espe-

ad dissati;
y strong within the younger mem- s

ﬂ- ers, to react by using the same militant -

~and organized thinking used by ofher

of our society. The uni

f‘olr'med.

the dee] :
States. It Was those
led to war. i

: \ fought mver tﬁerabehtiqg uf‘“ "

I The Emnnclpa&ion Proclamhtlbn freed the s[aves.
it? Here are the hard facts of which Mr». Crossman pe
~ glibly: I quoie from the Proclamgj.iqn. AL
‘within any smxes,”.\the peoplemhereor shallbe N
lionqgain&ﬂh nited States, shall orever free,”
whntofthes ,"'@ , slav K;qui
: Delaware, and Kentucky?
 freedom was not to ‘come after the conclusion o
- war, It seems the great Proclamation was a device, enac

ﬁgﬁ;mﬂdwide support for the r‘mm and to further cripple

conomicaliy.

F i :-%;%rosgmnan actualfy believes what he- has writ]
suggest“tlrat the school system of which he is a produ
hopelessly biased. Dade County’s’ ~§c:h001.~x are anythin
Southern, yet their presentation of the qml War attr
‘1o rose-colm-ed mo z d;e&lsﬂg:o the .Nefth

, * %*
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the u uxﬁfornis and tmpplngs of the

Whe swm Da
ago, long before there were :
When new students come ini S ehbol and déinan
- names, uniforms and “trappings” be ch changed to suit then
is understandable that their demands are offensive. You n

tion that a ma]oruy cannot decide what church we s oul

- attend. No, they cannot, but if one starts atttmdlpg a cl

 he has never attended, he does not start telling the people of ;,

AN
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Your Vote Is Your Voice

Editor, The News Leader:

In my last lefter 1 ended
with the comment “before it's
too late.” This I say again to
those who ask, “What shall we
do?”

I say vote, expresg your

views, be heard, but with de-
and order.  This must

be if we are to survive.
This is our America. Let
your flag fly high :
y’la' g;‘ﬁud in what you have.
A chance to work and live in a
land that is great and that God
has blessed. I’'m not afraid to
United You Win,
Divided You Lose
Editor, The News Leader:

In reply to the letter from
Hawaii, the lady stateg the Civ-
il War was fought over Ne-
groes being slaves.  Wrong:
the war was fought because
'some states seceded from the
Union; also, the Negro helped
the Rebels in their fight against

North,
%' our great - great grand-
fatherg fought and died for
four years under this flag —
black and white both fighting
her for the same cause —
ainst each other, we
shonﬁ be proud to go to a
schoo; with this name to up-
hold. :

I ht two years under the
U. ?‘gﬂag with black as well
as whites, but because I 7d1.dn ,t
agree with the po]iirlcy I didn’t

our flag.
wyl gasoh:;lge still am proud of
it.  So should South Dade stu-

dents,  United you shall win,

divided you lose ALL.

wave my flag. It flies high
over our house and always has.
When our possessions came
here to this beautifu; little
town of Homestead on top of
the trailer was the flag pole,
our great symbol of freedom.
It went up with love by one
who loves thig land mw
for it. - Let your flag fly high,
people of Homestead. Stand up.
Be heard, Voti:- MA&W
I say-before it late.
Iayu;rite in this way because

I know from listening the

American people are - —
maybe a little dormant at
times but now alive and ready.
Demoeracy does live and ju s-

tice does survive because the :

e will it so. -
HEop LIBBY ALABACK

woiw .
South Dade

;) &

Attack ‘Phony’

Editor, The News Leader:
This whole attack on South
Dade High School and the peo-

ple of this community as

phony as a Lyndon
dollar bill,
It’s time we smoke out these

cowards sniping at us — be-

with the anonymous
authors of the phony €0 m-
plaints that the Negro “stu-
dents” couldn’t even read —
and going right on down to
the gutless wonder who pro-
duced the letter “South Dade

Blew 1t” but lacked the cour-

age to sign his name.

We awe sick and tired of
these hit and run artists. If
they have the guts to write a
leter, let them have the guts

School Board

Candidates
Give Views

Views of five candidates f ¢ T
the Dade School Board” were
heard by members of the Seuth

Dade Council Friday.

Jerry Chambers, Mrs. Shir.
ley Joneg Speaking for Mrs,
Shirley Spellerberg, Mrs. Anna
Brenner Meyers, Dr. Ben Shep-
pard and Mrs. Crutcher Field

Harrison spoke.

Unable to attend were Mrs.
Ethel Beckham, George Dorste

and Allan Becker. /

Chambers, Republican candi-
date, said he believes educa-
tion is the most important thing
that the country has to under-
take and that he did not be-
lieve the present scheol board

had fulfilled its job,

- He said he believed the Bluq

had ‘become a battleground for,

political and raciaj p'roblemi; p

Mrs. Jones said one of Fm\’

«Spellerberg’s main  objectit

to the present system is lag

-of discipline in the class.

Mrs. Meyers, the only incum-
vent, discussed the growth ot
the school system in the county
and the work of the schoo]
board since 1963 when she was
first elected. o

Dr. Sheppard said he peliev-
ed in vocational rehabilitation
starting in the fourth g-ade,

As to the location of a new
Mays High School, Sheppard
said, he would never had bow-
ed to racial pressures or to
threats.

' He said schocls should he Io-
cated in integrated areas and
other school board decisions
should be made on a basis hof
what is educationally best for -
they are. )

i By

L ’
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Psychedelie Pos ter Cnntroversy

By GEORGIA MARSH

E Herald Staff Writer
- William M. Royal, the
South Dade High School
biology teacher involved in a
dispute over psychedelic
pictures in his classroom,

will be asked to resign.

At South Dade High School

o Solution

In ‘Rebels’ Rift

& ‘bi-racial  committee
tﬁmg to solve the South
Dade High School racial
controversy ended its third
Monday night with-
put reaching a compromise.

Mut the only thing the
' ber group could agree
m that the white members
m go back to the all-
“white 'Concerned Parents
zation and ask if they
agree to drop either
(k.hool mnickname “Reb-
ah" or use of the song “Dix-
e
The only

thing Negro

members of the committee
‘would indicate was that this
could be the first step toward
amlmmt of the two month

the white parents group, was
pessimistic about the white
community agreeing to drop
either the name or the song.
Levy said he believed that
once the blacks achieved this
much of a compromise, they
would be back for more.
Black spokesmen Odell
Johns reportedly told the full
committee that the proposed
compromise could prevent
his threatened boycott of
schools and businesses in the
South Dade area by Negroes.
School Board Chairman

C. T. McCrimmon said the
meeting actually “got us
nowhere, but at least we are
still arbitrating.”

No date for a future meet-

_ ing was set.

Royal, 24, was relieved of
his classroom duties at South
Dade more than a week ago
and placed on the school
system’s surplus teacher list.
He has ‘been receiving his
regular salary.

Starting today, Royal no
longer will be getting paid.
Jack Prance, assistant super-
intendent of personnel, said
Royals is on a “leave of ab-
sence without pay,” while he
confers with his attorney
Tobias Simon.

ROYAL WAS RELIEVED
of his classroom -duties when
the psychedelic pictures were
found in his classroom.

Further investigation re-
vealed that Royal is on pro-
bation from the Leon County
Circuit Court where he
pleaded guilty to three

S. Dade High Teacher
To Be Asked to Resign

counts of breaking and enter-
ing in January, 1965.
According to court rec-
ords, Royal pleaded guilty to
breaking and entering into
three motels in Tallahassee,
Circuit Court Judge Hugh
Taylor withheld sentencing
and placed Royal on a five
year probation in April 1965.
Records of the Coral Ga-
bles Police Department show
Royal was convicted of a
petty larceny charge in July,
1961 when he was 17. A 15
day jail sentence and part of
a $205 fine were suspended.
Royal said Monday he is
waiting to confer with his
attorney who is out of town
until Wecnesday, but that he
does not intend to resign
from the school system.
“I've never been convicted
of a felony,” Royal said.

o)




Wh zte,
Group

Black
Holds

| Third Session

‘A bi-racial commimtae of

parents failed last night in a

- ditch attempt to resolve: South Dade High School’s Rebel

umanﬂ*symbol controversy.

- Neither white nor black nego-
tiators will ask to schedule an-
w mediation attempt unless

large racial groups they
represent authorize a compro-
mise in which each side yields
mthmg

Just where this leaves the
issues in question isn’t clear,
since both large parent gro
wili have to be polled be%
is known whether either is wi
ig m give on any item.

m executive board of Con-
cemed Parents Organization, a
group of more than 400 white
parents, will meet Thursday

* night to set up machinery for

a poll of its membership.

Npg eelings will be mllul
at an open meeting sometime

wmﬁe next week, ‘a spohm—
said.

W the Negroeslast '
°nﬂa§vwha:tammdbemm
ed as a tentative proposal for

‘the' C

- se when Johns asked
mmber white parents

|

 this 1

- these as points of no

Jmmmmewsm
that he intended
this as a legitimate offer, and

paraphrased it thig way:
“The song and the name ap-

mtobetHe/cwomajorlnerns '

of contention. If we agree to
yield on one, will you yield on
ﬁa other, provided you can
e which one yowll yield

Jack Levy, spokesman for
the white parents, said this
morning that hig group had not
gotten the impression that the

‘Ms were making a legiti-

mate compromise offer. How-

ever, he said, his group wil; be '

polled to determine whether
there is any area on which a

- majority would be willing to

accept compromise.

- Members of both negotiating
* committees apparently feel that

"ﬂleothermdelsu’twﬂhngto'
- budge an inch.”

Yet each did
tentatively yield a point before
or during the first of the three
negotiating sessions.

Whites acknowledged that the
school band’s ‘Johnny-Reb-type’
uniforms, which are several
years old and showing wear,
could be replaced with uni-
MS of a different and non -

controversial design,

~ And blackg agreed that the
. school colors — blue and @ay

— were “not all that imy

. and we can live with them.”

Now both committees rem
rather than less - impo s
sues on which some agng.
ment has been reached.

Issue

\

l:he cmeéhifme battle ;
which has been Sou&~_ e’s
official banner k
school’s inception, and
which black students wi
strenuous objection just
the fall term began.
Whites point out that
Confederate flag is p
state law and any b
have to be court - .
Blacks indicated last n
they may seek such a
w to resolve ﬂ!h
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andgnvem to every demand

SR s =S

Degrades Co_":r“ '

something about the filthy, ob-
scene things said by black stu-
dents to white students at Soutp
Dade? ~
* * *

WHY DON’T we read of the
‘razor fights in which white stu-
dents were badly cut? Why

didn’t we hear of a black stu-

dent who beat up a teacher at
South Dade and then the teach-

'-erwastalkedoutofpressing

charges
W'lgrnot have an editorial on
the threats of rioting, burning,

looting and boycotts? Oh yes,

‘we really can beproud of the
ections of the black community.

~ We got called “rural rednecks” ..
and they are the oppressed peo-
ple? Hogwash!

Do you really think it's .a
question of the Rebel name?
Their actions for a name change
czme along with demands for
certain other things if you re-
member, To name a few: Ne-
gro cheerleaders who, by the
way, shouldn’t have to try out
like other girls—just appoint
some because their skln is
black.

More Negro teachers and
more Negro football players
(who also shouldn’t have to try
oud:fortheﬁeam) Well, T for
one am tired of “black black-
maﬂ.”

* * *

EQUAL RIGHTS should be

afforded to all. Today we

have ultra liberals including

* some journalists who push the

rights of the white people aside

1 flty .x

Mbymmmmf
wammlan)elmearadst,

Theblackpeopleare
hollering for someone to
it like it is.” Well, what
mean is “tell it like we

it”  And I'm sorry to
‘seems more and more t
are ing their way.

cleg printed thig week
wwbhm\asamesubjectas
‘brilliant’ editor. « In all
ness to the people of S ;
Dade I think you should re-
print both of them. It’s always

tbantimsebyMr 0SS
I realize you probably
pamtiﬁylzeftterasiit’

stmomgbutﬁxtd;oes :
modnsmnedeevp

IS
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Editor, The News Leader:

I appreciated the gentleness
with which Mr. Adamg so firm-
ly disagreed with my letter of
Sept. 25. We have such a need
of these days. Let
us that we can transform

, the word to action,

It seems that as “beauty is
in the eye of the beholder” so
ig perspective in the “eye of
the beholder.” In regard to
Mr. Adams’ letter, there are a
few things I'd like to point
out. The Jews hating the
swastika is hardly parallel to
the Negro hating the Confeder-
ate flag because the South did
not fry to destroy an entire
race.

Rather the reverse is true —
in their eagerness to propagate
their origina; financial invest-
ment in slaveg the South often
destroyed the Negro as a fam-
ily unit. It seems a terrible
crime to us today but it was le-
gal to those at that time. So
it is mot just the Jew who feels
revulsion toward the swastika
but it ig every sane human be-

Southerners

Leadership For Nation

Editor, The News Leader:
It is pleasant in this time of

1ng.
* * *

THE STATEMENT that the
South furned in bitterness on
the Negro affer the war was
irue only partly, The South
did turn in bitterness' on the
canpetbagger — and all who
helped him whether they were
Negro or white.

Mr. Adams, I would not try
to whitewash my race of its
sins any more than you would
yours. I cannot change the
color of my skin or my back-
ground any more than you can.
If all of us start with the
awarenesg of these facts, per-
haps we can ease the pain of
this friction where it hurts the

most — in our hearts and in.

our pockethooks.

It is pssible I did not make
the point of my letter clear
enough; that I am entitled to
consideration for my personal
opinion and feelings the same
ag you, a Negro, are. . You
see, I do not believe that it is
fair to have your prejudices in-
flicted on me any more than
you want the symbols I respect
inflicted on your emotional feel-
ings. So whose feelings are to

Provided

5

be sacrificed in the name of

peace? Mine or yours? Emo-

tional feelings are not eivil

rigats and, if they are, then

are not my civij rights ag im-

portant ag yours?
* L] »

I AM NOT an extremist and
your- thoughtful Jetter certainly
indicated that you are not ome
either, The chasm of misun-
derstanding between our races
because of the poor judgment

used by our ancestors in both .

America and Africa is deeply
regretted by all of us. We
have ALL been victims of
their tragic mistakes and, as
human beings, are obliged to
fry to correct those mistakes.

I'm afraid that the Negra
has gotten a distorted view of
freedom. I am not complete-
ly free either! I am bound by
responsibility on every side,
financially and ethically. I
personally feej the responsibili-
ty to try fo get along with my
fellow citizen and this is the
reason for my writing — to fry«
to explain how some Southemn-
erg feel, hoping it can help oth-
:lrs to understand ug better

Iso. 2

- A west, Lewis and Clarke 1ail
generals in all except Span- laim to ‘Oregon, Sam Houston
ish - American War — Wash- and Mirabeau B. Lamar led

contrived dissension ahout the
South to note the fine contribu=
tion of Southerners to the form-
ation of this nation.

* *® ®
ALMOST ALL of the great
Presidents were natives of the
South: Washington, Jefferson,
Jackson, Lincoln and Wilson.
The two greatest minds — Jef-

fmandWﬂson—wereedu—l

cated in the South.

ington led the American Revo-
lution: Jackson, the War of
1812; Scott and Taylor, the
War against Mexico Lee, the
War between the States;
shing, World War I; MacAr-
thur and Eisenhower, World
War II; Ridgeway and Walker,
the “police action” in Korea
and Westmoreland, Viet Nam.

Southerners also leg the terri-

' torial expansion of the United

States. Washington freed the
13 colonies, Jefferson acquired

Louisiana, George  Rogers
Clarke added the early North-

Per- Southerners.
Ed

Texas, and Polk, Scott and
Taylor = secured the Mexican
session. Only Alaska and Ha-
waii were acquired by non -

» *

DESPITE the hysterical erit-
ics there must be something
very fine about the South which

bred the men who virtually

founded this great nation.
SUSAN DOYLE

xxl faith, The gravest :

/‘//‘- /0//34

So in the interest of better
race relations I offer you these
pledges: I will not burn down
Yyour part of South Dade school
if you will not burn down my
part of it. I will not demon-
strate or agitate in your neigh-

“borhood if you will not demon-

strate or agitate in my neigh-
borhood. 8
* L] G i '
I WILL NOT boycott your
stores if you will not boycott
my stores. I won’t call in out

siders to harrass your commu-

&ﬂéy ltf you won’t call in outsi-
S to harrass ‘ 7
1 will not thI:ymmmmamgmim
your race until some of its less
controlled members are goaded
into violence if you will not in-
sult and antagonize my race
until some of its lesg controlled
mmembers are goaded into vio-

I will not endanger any of
your loved ones who live mear
a school to gain my ends if you
will not endanger my loved
ones who [ive near South Dade
Of course it is with tongue in
cheek that I make the abovae
offers as meither of us, I am
sure, would resort fo such dane
gerous tactics. -

As far as race relations ara
concerned, having lived outside
our country in societies where
the population ratio was 90 per
cent Negro to 10 per cent white
I do not consider myself either
naive or dangerous as you sug-
gested. However, ag an am
gesture of good will I shall
make a genuine effort to rid
myself of my naivete you think
50 dangerous if you will make
a genuine effort to rid us all of
the belﬁglemn;cm;nd uncompro-
mising leadership of the "0
commiftee that I oon»siderNﬂ
dangerous.

£ * *

" THANK YOU for the m'ivils

ege of communicating with my
fellow citizens. 1 have tried
not to abuse this privilege ﬁ
have written in sincerity and

of all is not the school,
students,

he
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ODELL JOHNS

REV. C. K. STEELE

 Blacks Vow To
Sock It To ‘em

By PAUL BROOKSHIRE

“We're gonna sock it to.

,em!”

(Amen!  Amen!)
“Homestead ain’t gonna be
the same any more!”

(That’s right! That’s” rlght')
“We shall overcome because
of our young people!”

(Amen! Amen!)

“Uncle Tom is dead!

(Thats right! Thats right!)

“We're not going to burn

your store down, we're going
to close it down!”

(Amen Amen!

) it ES ES
Statements such as these,lib-
erally spliced into the fiery ora-
tory of the speakers, stirred a
mass meeting of the black com-
munity to an emotional peak in
southwes: Homestead Monday
night.
- A packed crowd in the New
Mt Zion AME Church  yelied
“Pell em about it!
- More!”

Purpose of the meeting was
to solidify the black communi-
ty from Perrine to Homestead
in the fight of black students
and parents to eliminate Con-
federacy - linked school sym-
bols at South Dade High.

‘Speakers included Odell
Johns, head of the Political Ac-
tion League; Bernie Dyer, ex-
ecutive secretary of the Liberty
City Community Council; Rev.
C K. Steele, first vice presi-

More!

dent of the Southern Christian was

Leadership Conference from

Tallahassee; L. D. Kennedy,
executive director of the Black
Brothers for Progress; and
Otis  Wallace, black student
leader from South Dade.

Johns said abeut 120 of the
130 black students at South
Dade have signed a petition re-
questing a transfer to Mays
High School (an all - black
school).

“They would rather walk out
in dignity than continue to hbe
humiliated by the racism at
South Dade,”” Johns said.

A collection was taken up at
the meeting to pay for charter-
ed buses to take Negroes to
the Dade County School Board
meeting i1 Miami Wednesday.

Although  the exact pur-
pose of the trip to the school
board was not explained, ap-
parently the petition of hlaek
students will be presented to
the board unless it takes im-

_ mediate action to ban what the

blacks call “racial symbols’ at
the school.

“We're tired of waiting on
the school board,” Johns said.
“And if you parenfs wait any
longer, your children are going
to lead you!”

Johns said the Negro student
at South Dade is “psychologi-
cally and socially barred” from
getting a proper education at

the school because of the sym-

bois‘ ,_A St .

saih

can ban love beads, long hair
and violence in textbooks but
cannot bhan symbols such as
the ones at South Dade.

“It is a violent act to force a

child to ge to a school with
symbols such as these,” Dyer
said.
. Rev. Steele said he was gra-
tified to find the hlack peaple
united in the school controver-
sey against what he called “the
evils that would warp and Ae-
stroy the respect of our peo;
ple.”

Steele said he was certain
the leadership of the SCLC ‘“is
behind you in this struggle.”

“In yeur school fight there is
nothing more sinful and evil
than to destroy the dignity and
self respect of our young peo-
ple with this racism,”
said.

‘Rev, Steele ‘said he was bas-
ically opposed to vxdence, ‘but,
he added:

“It is better to fight with
violence than do abselutely
nothing.’

Johns, also area coordinator
for the National Association for
the Advancement of Colered
People, hinted at a possible ec-
onomic boycott in Homestead..
and a federal court suit if the
school hoard fails to take ac-
tlon at Scuth Dade. =

He also said SOUL (Sturhnts

C’My' Libe

Spe“a’le \
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r to the roof, as
was damaged so0 ex
that it could collapse at an
time.  Minor smoke %
end fire at R. R. Mo- ny McCardel of the school se- ment in turn notified the ,mh- was reported in several
, Home- curity department estimated lic safety department. =~ rooms. \
enue, West Perrine, damage to the buildi and F . .
e second SouthDade ccnter%ts as exceedi(:nl;g1g $30,000. Fire Lt. Frank Ogden lnmstlgatmg Metro dw“
e to cause damage in  The fire department was call-  the News Leader that the. listed the arson as a w
- figure bracket within ed to the school shortly after ~store room, the principal’s's also, in that a door to one
ie east rooms had
1 open and ancther

three months. 1:30 a.m. Saturday when Wan’c pnwpal’s offices re- .
= t (] d 1

img d_epattment offi- Pemne residents notie sacked.  Officials will’ d%
line as soon as the 1

i | be safely entered

e, typewriters

ﬁkd as either burned @r
n were a $2500 inter-com-
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- In South Dade Mass Shift Issue

By LARRY MAHONEY

 Herald Staff Writer
South Dade blacks, Vowing a confrontation
Wwith the Dade Schoo] Board, met again Tuesday
night to discuss a mass shift of Negro students

| back to an all-black high school,
~ Odell Johns, spokesman for 130 students and
their parents, saiq he planned to recommend a
delay in previoug plans for the South Dade High
School blacks to 80 to Mays High Schoo] this

morning and demand entrance,

“THIS IS only because the students are tal:-

ing 12

» We'll have a general walkout.”

Johns, a 37-year-old manager of an insur-
| ance agency, said formal Procedures for a trans.
| fer from the racially troubled South Dade High
' have not been and probably will not be pre-

School Board.

“We have just reached the point of absolute

egroes Take Hard S

disgust with administrative
said. “We just haven’t bothered to ask because

“We intend to take the most direct way.”
A SPOKESMAN for the school board said no

luesday. The board meets today at 1 pm. at
Lindsey Hopkings Auditorium,

Mays High, within 10 miles of South Dade
High, is totally black. “The school board has not
seen fit to integrate it,” Johns charged, “and
that’s one of the problems in South Dade. In-
stead, they have sought to phase out the black
sehao& It would have been

more equitable to

chool Line

bring some white students into our schools.
“The present policy is punishment to black

and wh

Johns said he is closel

ite alike.”

Dade dispute.,

South Dade’s

weeks

Confederate banners,

songs at the high school
“There’s very

nicknames, unifo
’s athletic events.

little educatio
South Dade now for black or white,

said. “We've had no .Meaningful offe
they've used a ot of valuable negotiati
unwisely.” 7 e

rms anq_

in North Florida, and
y following the South

n going on at
”? Johns

rs and
s:m’



s1tuaﬁoﬁ. Eyer smﬂ.
St by indicated there %
[ e af aF e
must take some dras- uscisigns W dhes EM
n to force the white Month. ‘
ity to see the need
nge, activist Bernard

stlil dxagnomng the There is no
out what black ﬁi?mts i

its own desxgn,” Dyer

“on the basis of one ¢
plaint from one white persor

any alteratton
asked for it more tha
month ago,” he said.

 “The board has not

Mmiam
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ove Temporary
Uniil Issue

3
ny SUSAN MILLER
Herald Staff Writen !
: Ihs Dade County Schoo!
Board agreed Wednesday to
‘ temperanly transfer Negro
stmients at South Dade High
School to other schools after
more than 100 blacks boycot-J
' ted their classes.

I The board voted 4-2 to'
| reassign any students who
want to transfer from South
Dade to any high schools
that have available space —
provided the students furnish
| a written request for the
cha,n e from their parents
rovide their own trans-
partwtmn to the new schools.

—Herald Staff Phcto by

Jm'im('ivﬂ Liberties Union President Talks
+-« Richard Y. Feder at School Board
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Xebel’ Dlspute
fans&ms(ﬂ&d

SUSAN MILLER

Herald Staff Writer

oty-one Negro South
High School stu- x
were admitted to
s at Mays High

1 Thursday as Dade

1 Board officials
an processing applica-

1s for temporary trans-

Jnder a board resolu-
. passed Wednesday,
ck students currently
olled at South Dade
h may transfer to oth-
county high schools as
is avallable at the
en request of their
ts. They’ll remain at
ew school until Souh
High officials, par-
and students resolve
;ontroversy surrounch!
school’s symbols.
UTH DADE has ap-
ately 130  bla
nts enrolled, but o
ported to classe
. Thursday, accordug
ol records.
ther 25 Negro pu}ﬂs
listed as absq& =

g the morning may
. accounted for some
e absences, school
istrators said.

majority of black
ts began requesting

ERRED
/6f 78

FOUR STUDENTS
asked to be moved to
Miami Killian High, where
the racial mix is 80 per
cent white and 20 per cent
Negro, but had not en-
rolled as of Thursday
morning, according to
school personnel.

Although Dade schools
will be closed today for a
tﬂacher workday, trans-

ortation to South Dade

h will be provided for
mnsferrmg students who
want to turn in written

__requests from their par-
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Parents Demand Ruling

In Nickname_ Controversy

By BILL BLOSS

; Homestead Bureau Chief

“South Dade Concerned Parents” Thurs-
day demanded a School Board decision on
the “Rebel” controversy at South Dade High
School before the Nov. 5 election.

And the Mayor of Homestead, Bill Dick-
inson, blamed the troubles on “international
Communism.”

A policy report of the Concerned Parents

nization executive committee received

mly four opposing votes of a crowd of some
400 white parents.

‘THE STATEMENT declares that the
minority (black students and parents) have
failed to prove their claim that the school’s
Confederate symbolism is detrimental or
offensive to Negroes. The blacks have of-
fered no meaningful compromise so there is
no reason for further meetings of the bi-
racial committee appointed by the Dade
County School Board to resolve the differ-
ence, the policy report contends.

CPO President Tommy Dolar said the

‘executive committee therefore expects the
- School Board to make a decision on the

controversy without being influenced by

- either side.

Several speakers called the biracial

= j'trlleetings futile. Wayne Lawrence, one of the

committee members, said that as the meet-

ing progressed it became apparent the
 blacks, ;

* support conspiracy,” said the mayor.

. local racxal oblems, 0 :

George Cooper Jr., another committee
member, told the crowd, “We are not here
to settle the problem in a reasonable manner
because it wasn’t brought up to be settled in
a reasonable manner.’

He charged the “Rebel” issue is a !laat
for a “big civil rights push.”

COOPER said Homestead was chosen as
a test area to bear the brunt of the eivil
rights push. He called on the white commit-
tee and “law-abiding (black) citizens” to
present a solid front and meet the opposing
attitudes with equal attitudes.

“Reasonable demands must be met with
reasonable attitudes,” he said, “but hard

'demands should receive equal hard consid-

eration.”

Homestead Mayor Bill Dickinson, asked
the people to join the city in demanding that
the School Board call a special meeting be-
fore the Nov. 5 election “so you can smoke
out” the board members. “As Dr. Edward
Whitham said the decision will be made lt
the appropriate time. :

“We must force them to meet, then wm
for those (candidates for re-election) who
support law and order and not those m

Dickinson says the problem facing uth
Dade is not a local problem. “The real moti
vation is a complete involvement of Inhm :
tional Communism.”

Dickinson contends that although he M
pointed out the Communist mfluence n




Genesis
About that mess at South

Dade High School ...
Would you like to read a
different version of what’s
going on?

To get in the right frame
of mind for this explanation
you must first forget about
“Dixie,” forget the waving of
Confederate flags and the
name “Rebels.” Negro pro-

tests over these Confederate

symbols are simply imme-
diate symptoms of a deep-
rooted problems that started
long ago.

The real trouble started
about five years ago when
the School Board and its
professional advisers delib-
erately dragged their collec-
tive feet over integrating
South Dade High School. At
a time when Palmetto High
and later Killian High (both
of which are some 15 miles
from Homestead) were being
integrated, South Dade High
had only token integration.

I contend that the School
Board mis-read the tempera-
ment of South Dade — that
the area was insultingly la-
belled redneck and judged
not to be ready for a full
dose of integration.

In doing this, the school
board members failed to take

into - account that South
Dade’s social structure has
changed dramatically in the
past 15 years. They looked
back to the days when the
Redland was a farm barony,
failing to take into account
that the sons of once ada-
mant growers are now in
charge and are, for the most
part, moderates. They failed
to recognize that Homestead
Air Force Base personnel

have diluted the population

and that more and more
South Dade is becoming a
bedroom community for peo-
ple working in the Miami
area.

That was mistake No. 1.
Mistake No. 2 was the
board’s failure to take deci-
sive action in phasing out all-
Negro Mays High in Goulds.
First, board members were
going to turn Mays into a
junior high. Then, under
pressure from the Negro
community, it was kept open.

Keeping Mays open was
integration in reverse. It not
only made the board appear
wishy-washy, it gave an
emerging Negro leader, Odell
Johns, a chance to flex his
muscles.

When the Confederate

symbols hassle arose this

year, it gave Johns a perfect
forum for gathering more
supporters in the Negro com-
munities extending from
Perrine to Florida City

The board was hesitant in
acting on that matter and it

got out of hand when it was |

put to a vote by the South
Dade student body.

Exodus

Now Negroes belatedly
attending South Dade High
are, for the most part, boy-
cotting the school. They
want to be re-admitted to
Mays. Again, the board has
yielded. That’s mistake no. 3.

There’s a lot to be said for
thoughtful deliberation, but
there are times when you can
think too much, listen to too
many sides and fail to take a
decisive stand. That’s the
School Board’s problem.

I don’t pretend that there
was any easy, cut-and-dried
solution to integrating South
Dade’s black and white
school populations. I'm sim-
ply saying that things would
have been far better had the
board stuck by its guns in all
decisions.

Instead, blacks and whites
in South Dade have lost re-
spect for the School Board. It
appears to be a public body
which can be swayed first
one way and then the other
by emotional displays.

I feel sorry for board mem-
bers. They’re trying, I'm sure,
to take the easy way out as
each new dispute roils up. By
delaying coming to grips
with the whole matter the
element of black separatism
has had time to develop. This
also should have been antic-
ipated because it has become

_ a nationwide problem.

It’s rough on all the kids.

- Whether they realize it or

not, they're being used like

_pawns in a game their par-

ents are playing.
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" Busing May Let

Blacks Study In Peace

Editor, The News Leader:

Eureka! Finally it seems thét

* little Odell Johns and his blust-

ering band of malingering
marchers have arrived at a
sensible solution to the current
controversy.

TO WIT: Busing the Negro
students from South Dade High
to Mays High. Perhaps now the
students more interested in
reading than riots may be al-
lowed to study in peace, this
including, of course, the black
~and white students.

| *  F K
- Symbols In Poor Taste,
~ Shouldn’t Be Permitted

"‘ﬁdlbor The News Leader:
The tragedy of this situation
~ is that you have permitted it to
become a civil war between
blacks and whites with our
children as pawns. 3
X * *

. THE FACT is this: The war
symbols are in poor taste and
should never have bheen per-
mitted. @ Maybe Homestead
was an “island” then, but it is
~not now, and will become less

0.

The school board, the Univer-
sity of Miami, your editor, and
many of the white minority
have tried to tell you this. You
refuse to recognize this fact
because the blacks were “belli-
gerent.” I didn’t hear of any
whites being hung in effigy

- from the flag pole!

If one of your dinner guests
is allergic to your centerpiece,
do you ask for a majority vote
belom you remove it? Would

you permit your children to
engage in sports if they had to
goosestep and wave a swasti-
ka?

Stop rationalizing your behav-
ior by crying “Communist.” If
you proclaim a faith in God,
then forget His teachings in
dealing with others, it is you
who is playing the Communist
game — they can sit back and
enjoy it. According to reports
on riots the stability of the

Southern black is due to the

strength of his church.
* * *

REACH OUT your hand to
these people now, and don’t say
“What will they ask for next?”.
Ask their ministers what you
can do to make this a better
community for all. Don’t ask
your children to say “one na-
tion, under God, with liberty
and justice for all,” and not
mean it. This is hypocrisy!

‘ A ER WASP

Forgive me if I am incred-
ibly naive and remain bli
basking in the outmoded
tha! an institution such as South
Dade is for the expressed pur-
pose of obtaining an education,
or at least the basis for ad-
vanced education at the uni-
versity level.

Naturally the mental anguish
of these deprived unfortunates
can be fully understood consid-
ering the Rebel version of
Uncle Tom’s Cabin. g

Imagine having to listen to
the strains of Dixie while gaz-
ing at the stars and bars. It is
a foregone conclusion that this
alone is the reason for many of
the students’ failure to comp-
rehend and matriculate.

T can understand for I too

. undergo an almost uncontrol-

lable wave of anger whenever
I am forced to listen to the
battle Hymn of the Republic
or Yankee Doodle Dandy.

* * *

REVULSION IS the only way
to describe my feelings whem
faced with the color blue, rem-
iniscent of those back-stabbing
Yankee blue bellies who had
the audacity to murder my an-
cestors merely because they
were shooting at them.

Seriously, Mr. Johns, T have
a concrete suggestion for you

- and your organization which is

more worthwhile than the p:g
gﬂack; in which you are
engaged.

‘Perh'aps you could also eall'
the group SOUL—Social Organ-
ization to Utilize Labor, or is

 work a dirty four letter word

along with its five letter com-
panion, STUDY.
DR. JIM BUTLER
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