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Excerpts from Minutes

August 7, 1968

Next to speak were Otis Wallace and Charles Richardson,
representing a group known as SOUL (Student Organization
for Unity and Liberty), asking that South Dade Senior
High School be required to discontinue using the nickname
THE REBELS, along with its emblem, songs, etc., all of
which they consider an affront to black students., ‘They
also complained of discriminatory treatment by teachers,
librarians, coaches, and student organizations, and re-
quested changes in curriculum to include courses in
black history and culture,

In conclusion they asked that the Board either act immed-~
iately to institute changes along the lines suggested,

or grant the black students free bus transportation to
Mays High School,

In answer to the above, a delegation of parents, students
and alumni of South Dade High School, headed by Mr, Jack
Levy of Homestead, appeared and presented a petition pro-
testing any movement or act that would cause the name

of THE REBELS or its traditional colors to be changed

at South Dade High School, unless the student body as a
whole votes otherwise.

Susan Thompson, secretary of Community Relations at South
Dade High School, spoke briefly at this point, stating that
in an effort to solve some of the problems of the Negro
students, a committee consisting of equal numbers of Negro
and white students was set up. Meetings have not yet been
held due to the summer vacation, but will be scheduled
early in the school year. She went on to say that Charles
Richardson will be a member of the Student Faculty Board
next year, and since this problem has come up and been
brought before the Board, she will be glad to call a meeting
before the beginning of school in order to talk over some
of the points complained of.

During the discussion that followed, Mr. Gordon stated that

it would be his suggestion that the School Board Aides be asked
to meet with members of the white and black student body at
South Dade High School, and bring back a report that will
enable the Board to take whatever action is necessary to
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make the situation better., In his opinion a conference be-
tween the students, themselves, would be better than an
investigation by administrative officials.

He accordingly moved that a committee of School Board Aides
meet with students, both black and white, from South Dade
High School, and bring back a recommendation on what they
feel would be a fair solution to the problem,

Mrs, Meyers seconded the motion, stating that this suggestion
was also made by her own aide, Barbara Woodin, and she is
heartily in favor of it.

Mr. Lehman stated that under present policy the Board cannot
change the name THE REBELS, nor can the black students do

it. Only the white majority at the school can do this, if
they are so inclined. Since this is the case, he hopes they
will think about it, and decide for themselves if this is not

too high a price to ask the black students to pay at this
time.

The Superintendent stated that he feels the Board is correct
in saying that this is, to a very great extent, a student
problem, and he thinks the suggestion made to the young
people is a good one., He hopes they follow it,

He went on to say that he has been observing the white
students in the audience, and feels they need to do a lot
of thinking about this problem, Last year there were only
about 88 black students at South Dade High School, . .this
year there will be around 200. Therefore, the white
students will have to make an effort to understand the
feelings of the black students in this matter. Under the
circumstances he is glad they will all get together and
talk this thing out.

He went on to say, however, that there are other problems
that are administrative in nature, The Board has a pdlicy
that states clearly that there shall be no racial discrimina-
tion. There can be no excuse for a principal or teacher,
either black or white, discriminating against a student be=
cause of his race. It is against the Board's own policy to
do so. On the other hand, in protecting the rights of
students, the teachers must also be protected from unfair
complaints and charges,

However, in terms of attitudes and in terms of living to~-
getner in the school, this is something the students, them=
s2lves, must solve. Hz is more and more impressed with the
ma2turity that is demanded of stude:ls, particularly high
school students today, and he meanz both white and black
students alike., But because the white students have been the
racial majority, it probably requires more from them., Right
now they can be of great help in tnis school by providing the
leadership that will prevent it becoming a community problem,

Further discussion followed, after which vote was taken on the
above motion, and same was unanimously carried.
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; Editor, The News Leader:
B

A strict mtenpreter of the con-
! stitutx
. would like to remark on

SOUL’s wanting to change the

- mame of Rebels.
* * *
- AS AN American and a south-
erner I am proud of my herit-
age. Those men and women
‘who called themselves rebels a
_ litle over 100 ears ago were

they belieVed in.

I was a South Dade Rebel hut
neither my classmates nor 1
can be labeled racists. How
~ could we? We didn’t advecate
v!olence or hatred.

In the South there were Ne-
gro;alaves, but the war between

ST am nemther an intergration-
lstm'asegregatmmst Iama
- constifutionist, meaning I am

'und blacks ‘who ioughtfor What o

By Former Student

the states wasn’t fought over
slavery but for states’ rigats. In
the north there were indenture
servants, both black and white.
But no one calls the American
flag a aynzbol of racism,

*® o

BOTH WHITE and black
Americans should bhe proud of
their southern heritage,

SOUL stated it is not repre-
sented on the Student Council,
I thought one had to be nomi-

lll!'

‘nated and elected, Need I say %

m:he qucaﬁons why should

they be put on teamg if some- '

one else could do better?
About the absence of ‘black

teachers. We all *know e ) 6

are not enough qua )
teachers. If these studenba
really concerned and mot jnst
rebelling why don’t they go to

Students ‘Shocked’
At Racism Charge

_«; Editor, The News Leader:

- After readfing the article in
"Monday s News Leader about
© racism at South Dade High

o ‘School we were shocked. We
. have attended South Dade for
" two years and we know such
_conditions are not as stated in
i ﬁe ar’ﬁole

ﬂ‘he students and the faculty
. are not prejudiced and are fair
~ to all.

™

. SOUL IS protesting some-
‘thing that happened over a cen-
‘ago, something we had no

: -may we remind our SOUL
* brothers that flying high over
. our school flag is the American
which stands for peace and
justice for all. Is that recism?

e 0

“give” it to t‘!iem
No one has special pa-ivﬂege§
“at South Dade.

in. We have a rebel flag -

EVERYTHING that we have
which has to do with spirit con-
cerning football games and
such is related to the theme of
“Rebels.” For example,
cheers, theme songs, band uni-
forms, flags, class rings, year-
books, mewspaper, colors,

themes for halftime shows, and

many more.

If our name is changed all
this has to be thrown out with
it, including one of the most im-
porbamt of all, school spirit. We
fee] that this spirit has nothing
to do with prejudice or racism.

We feel that this change
would be confusing and com-
pletely unnecessary. We hope
all who are concerned will
agree with us and support us in
our efforts to keep the name of

so .||A| "

“athletes can’t meet -

college, after graduati
“become teachers to
this problem.
W
ABOUT BLA
history. When went to
I studied world and A
history. We a;l Jknow
white and yellow' men pa
paied in developing history
no one needed to tell us.
ver had anyone teach me

els'—Never As long &
ﬂme is injustice in the
e will be rebels. %

want black cheer
ersland majorettes, If a b
girl is good and can fulfil;
qualifications, fine, make }
‘cheerleader or majorete.
don’t ever put a white girl
and replace her with a bla
girl because a minority wa
it that way‘

= %

must be made Mley
action will be taken.”

they, a
make %vl;eh out,
mands? '

There is an air |
SouthDade

x 1

R

e
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_ threat of changing. the name.
laints

By BILL BLOSS
Homestead Bureau Chief
“Keep the name Rebels,”
thundered 500 parents, stu-
dents and alumni of South
Dade High School Tuesday

“night.

Marvin Griep, south dis-
trict supervisor of junior and
senior high schools told the
assemblage at the school
football field his recommenda-

tion to his superiors is to.

consider the demand to
change the school name as
an “internal school problem
to be handled at the local
level.”

]

The meeting was ealled to.

approve a petition and select
delegates to appear before
the school board this after-

noon. The board will hear the.

demands of a group called

SOUL (Student Organization

for Unity and Liberty), pro-
testing alleged discrimination
at the high school and calling
for removal of the name
Rebel and “Dixie” as the
school anthem, because they
are irksome and oppressive to
Negro students.

Homestead Mayor Bill
Dickinson told the crowd to
concern itself only with* ~the
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eliminated if they are true,
he said.

The mayor called for
school officials to “level with
us and let us know who made

the request and what adults

or what organizations are
behind it.” The names of the
objectors haven’t been re-
leased. 7

Dickinson challenged the
school board’s acceptance of
a secret organization when
students are banned from
joining secret groups. Griep
said he can’t answer for the
board, but SOUL and its
backers are being investigat-
ed.

According to the mayor, it
is a county-wide organization
with approximately

% ko X

Student Cabinet

Considers

. -Soum Dade High School -

abinet members met
' discuss demands

{ students we
| the demands by

the majorette
unreasonable b

either.

. The students said they

100

g middle” between the s
officials an
‘maki

Negro girls had tried oﬁt fof 2

members. “If 100 people
cause this turmoil,” he
ed, “then something
wrong.” 2

Head track coach N
Anderson * disavowed
mistreatment of Negro
letes at the South °
school. “The track
gives three honors . .
last year two of them

- to- Negroes,” he -said.~#Tliegy

earned them and de
them and T would
again,” he added.

Last spring, Anderson
football coaches bent &
to let six Negro boys come
out late for spring football.
None of them showed up the
next day. ;

* e ke

Demands |

find the facts. All indic
they oppose doing away
the = name, “RebelQ

whlte students are in

d the Negro













Needs

By BILL BLOSS
Homestead Bureau Chief

Homestead Mayor William
Dickinson and Donald Pierce,
Dade Classroom Teachers
‘ Association director of per-
‘sonnel services, agreed that
‘discipline in Dade Schools
‘needs improving.

However, in a debate Mon-

y, the two did not agree on

ctions of the Classroom
Teachers Association nor on
‘an alleged “witch hunt” di-
rected at Homestead Junior
High Schools Principal
Charles Overholser.

The debate was held be-
fore 200 persons at Harris
Field in Homestead.

DICKINSON SAID he re-
‘sented Pierce’s public state-
ment that a Concerned Par-
ents Organization demand
for Overholser’s ouster was
supported by members of the
Homestead Council and
should be refuted by the
‘mayor. Dickinson said the
council did not make such a
demand, although some
members mentioned names
of school administrators who
might impose stricter discip-
line at the local school.

‘The mayor defended the
CPO to the extent that it is a
le.ally-chargered organiza-

have a voice.

PIERCE DENIED that the
CTA is a union (as alleged by
Dickinson) and said teachers
have as much right to be
represented by a professional
organization as do lawyers
and doctors.

“The teacher movement in
this country is just begin-
ning,” Pierce said. “Teachers
are no longer wards of the
government,” he continued.
“They have discovered that
they do have a voice.”

The mayor said the CTA
got into the school issue late
but it is now trying to “re-
gain its stature and become a
dominant force.” Teachers
and parent groups were hav-

-ing success in bringing about.
“improvements in the schools,

Improvmg

so the CTA is now trymg 19
take credit for recommenda-
tions made by the Homestead
faculty, he charged. &

“THE CTA WAS losing its
grip and had to attack
groups” which Dickinson
said were succeeding in caus-
ing changes in admlnlstratim
and discipline.

Pierce’s answer to a ques-
tion on changing administra-
tors at South Dade High
School (and improving dis-
cipline) asked, “Isn’t it cor-
rect that the former principal
went on sick leave?” His
answer was a round of gig-
gles and guffaws.

Pierce said “I am standing
behind my remarks,” ciriti-
cizing Homestead officials
and the CPO. He objected to
the CPO demanding Overhol-
ser's removal saying the
group had no right to make
such demands. However, he
said, the CTA “is not afraid
to call a spade a spade and if
we feel changes are neces-
sary we are going to say so0.”

The meeting closed in
agreement, at least to ﬂie-,
point that discipline needs to
be improved at all Dade
County schools. Both sides
offered to work together for
the betterment of our schools -
and our pupils.







By VIRGINIA AMENDT
. City Council members’
~ complaints over discipline at
- Homestead Junior High School
will be carried to the Dade
School Board when it meets
- Wednesday, the Council was
assured Monday night.

-
Chairman Holmes Braddock
and ‘two other School Board

members traveled to
Homestead for a first-hand
reporf from City Council

members on what they feel is
wrong at the junior high school.

The' Council | claims unruly
student behavior originating
within the school has spilled
over into surrounding streets
after classes, causing a
community problem. °

There was general agreement
that a problem does exist at
the school, calling for a firm
course of action. Braddock
agreed suspensions — of which
there have been more than 200
since last fall — aren’t solvin
the problem. t q

COUNCILMEN Fred Rhodes and Charles Locke talk to
Ben Sheppard (right), Dade County school board member, -

- prior-to meeting Tuesday night over “problems at Home-

- stead Junior High.

 Receive Attention

t

MAYOR BILL

s, Ethel Beckham and Holn

_ school board members

DICKINSON _(left) greets
s Braddock,
chamhers

_ Tuesday night. They talked of solutions te
problems at Homestead Junior High.
Photos by Vernon R. Hurley

Inc answer to a
question, Braddock sai
board ~hasn’t received
requests for outright exmﬂ
of any persistent trouble-
makers. Later in the
Miss Elizabeth Gilkey, s0
district supervisor, said four
students have .k een
recommended for 30-day sus-
pension and possible expulsion.
It’s the contention of the
Council — supported by schoo
records — that about 30 amo
the school’s enrollment of 1,50
are causing most of the Serious
behavior problems. Sy

Board member Dr. Ben
Sheppard said he personally
favors changing the state law
which requires children to
remain in school until they are
16. £ :

The three board mber
expressed favorable interest in
Mayor  William  Dickinson's
prpgosal that a special class be
set up for  “problem”

3

| youngsters at the school, rather

than simply sending them home
on suspension.

Board member Mrs. Ethel
Beckham wanted to know,
though, just what the Couneil
thought the class should consist
of.

“Discipline and respect for
others,” said Councilman Fred
Rhodes. ‘

Mayor Dickinson said he felt
the school administration, with
its professional know-how, could

come up with a suitable
program. s
Several Council me

were critical of the school
principal, Charles Overholser,
for alleged failure to enforce
discipline and indicated they
felt he should be replaced.
Mrs. Judy McKinney, school
librarian, offered a concrete

program which a f cnltly
committee has worked %t
calls for a special school for
the “emotionally  unfit,”
preferably close by the south
district office where special
counselors, consultants  and
remedial work teachers are
headquartered. It

secondly that Homestead Junior
High become a pilot school for
the “vocationally oriented”” boys
and girls who don’t do well :

the regular academic program.
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 students respect. He says
not the case with the present
1 the job. -
; ; i A howy
SinFer ik Wright, called the schoo .
things: . % - “madhouse” and says he wor
There is a major problem at er send his children to sc
ChOOL: | | o ieF o oy | Log ere under current (;onilitions.
Something should be done about BOARD and council members
oon as*pOSSky 3 . B ree on many thmgs. : ‘A- ‘.-
A small group of student
_ Causing most of the trouble . . .
ere 1s a need for some typ
ogram for “incorrigible”
ho disrupt the ec\lucation of othe

. The “best education possible’’
e .expre,sseqt gogl* of bgth sides.

IT APPEARS now with the sc
board, made more aware of
roblems at the school, il
0 black y ment some steps to correct
int school 1 year ‘ n. , 7 )
renly > of
> disor ers. ;
Homestead Junior High now h
per cent black enrollment and
expected to climb even higher
W * * §
CIL members, some of
glbﬂdreu in the school,

ey say the fear not,pnli exisf
ong the children but teachers

» 5 1=
g is some contention ‘teach
afraid

of “‘reprisals’’ from SC!

. f th ttem

im of the attemp
i was Ralph Foreha
SW Fifth Ave., Florid
old Homestead police
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CPO Awaits Decision | s
~ Of Education Board

e dn

hoard’s  rulingstudent whose parents hacked
S ctusal tn he shorn.

. Inesville case, the
«d not to intervene.
1 paved the way for
arents to take the
» District  Court of
a legal action that
y now underway.

—_—

lonsing s
5 Subject
;M | Meeting;f j::..

;Befter housing for migxfamli
yill be the topic for a m 4

Labor Camp.

R
. i g
| The meeting is sponsoreg(%.
Florida Christian Migrant
Ministry and Migrant Legal
| . . L
Services, in an e'ffort‘s-;-;__ ]
‘mobilize greater concern over
‘adequate housing for migratory
'workers and their familieg in
| this area. e
| Growers, clergymen,
|principals of several schools
| which have large numbers
migrant children enrolled, &

letters sp e Homestead Housing Authority,
ck. Shako of White fyp will present the revised plans

for = new federally-financed

‘housing to be constructed at

— Separate g and preg a 0
uniforms fromverlay that wilp ¢ Stplate look. Coun t';'g"is complete the smarg ew |Redland and South Dade labor

il ‘died when a cabin burned dow

¢ ; : camps. The revisions will make
member bandf new uniforms foy ghe 9. |it possible to acco j
Sash, ang 8ray month, » WHI seek pigg early pext }mre families than | %
; . | previcusly been planned. .

Z X i 9

A tragic fire at an area la
amp in which three infa

e has given impetus to the
S : ‘ concern for improved migrant
T ——  housing. £

| Costs for private building of
\new camps are prohibitively










ﬂré‘ ’Parents“ To Blame?--iq

Editor, News Leader:

It is with’ concern I read in
the News Leader that three
schoc] hoard members will
- meet with Homestead City
Council to hear council
complaints over discipline
problems at Homestead Junior
High School.

Mayor William Dickenson
wants to discuss what the
“problems are and feel s the

0ol is being used as

eeding ground for problen
while school officials feel it
a community problem.

Dickenson 'said he plans to
- propose that a special class be
set up to rehabilitate the few

students who appear to be

causing most of the problems.
He says there -are 1,500 pupils

- at the school and about 30 to
35 are problem kids. He also

states that when problems erupt
they generally involve one or
more of these kids, and they

suspended for from 3 to
10 ‘days, and when they come
back the sa.me thing happens
all over.

The figures glven indicate less
than 2!, per cent are problem
‘children which, in turn,
* indicates that the officials are
on the ball and ready to nip
the problem in the bud.

This problem is as old as the
hills and is not just a problem
of today.

This problem starts back in
the home and I am not

~ guessing,  this  starts with’
problem parents.

Being &
pamtisaummywl

a 7-day-a-week job. A job of
don’t and do’s, a job of praise
and love, a job of soap and
water and understanding.

I can tell you with certainty,
living up to the Jones is not
the answer, but 10 per cent
brains and 90 per cent sweat
ig the true answer. |

Any damn fool can perform
the biological function but it
takes a real mom and dad lo
3 .: . N '1M4

good mstructors but it takes
dedication and hard work to be
a teacher, and to these words
1 would quote Goethe:

“A teacher who can arouse
a feeling for one good action,
for cne single good poem,
accomplisheg more than he who
fills our memory with rows on

rows of natural objects
classified with name and form.”
L. T. ANUNDSON

Homestead, Fla.

SOUTH DADE (FLA.) NEWS LEADER

Shall L 7 .

Early next month the,
Concerned Parents Organization
will be notified whether the
State Board of Education
intends to hear CPO’s Rebel
svmools case or keep hands off.

Attorney Richard O, Mitchell,
of the Tallahassee law firm of
Mitchell and Mitchell, told CPO
members at a meeting
Thursday night that the decision
will be forthcoming within a few
weeks.

Mitchell is a partner in the
firm of Mitchell and Mitchell,
named as co-counsel with
|Homestead  Attorney  Ralph
[Jordan to represent CPO before
the state board.

If CPO’s request to present
its case is turned down by the
,’board the attorneys will file
suit in the Leon County Court.

The suit will charge that the
State Board of Education, in
refusing to consider CPO’s case,
is not giving the state a uniform
set of rules and regulations,
Mitchell explained.

CPO is contesting the Dade
County Board of Educatlon S

rule banning the Confederate
flag as a South Dade High
School symbol and Dixie as the,
school fight song.

Mitchell and Jordan pmnted
out that elsewhere in Florida
there is a Dixie High School|'
and that several schools in
other Florida counties use the
song Dixie ,
sdloel spirit-and- flght tlmes -

’CPO Awaits Decision
"Of Education Board

The Dade hoard’s
applied only to South Dade High
School, Jordan added.

CPO’s . executive
announced at the meeting that
beginning in  March, the
organization will hold regular
general meetings on the third|;
Thursday of each month.
Meetings, unless other notice is
given, will be at 8 p.m. in the
Homestead armory.

In his report to CPO, Attorney
Mitchell indicated that the CPO
request for a hearing is only
the second time the state board
of education has been asked to
intervene in  county board
policy.

The other case, which arose
about a week before the Rebel
symbol question was first taken
to the state level, concerned the

expulsion from a Gainesville|
school of a long-haired boy|

1
|

J
1

-as their official|,

r‘:-'l‘\ﬂ N! iy

(y.,(‘]“.', e

rulingstudent whose parents 5_
his refusal to be shorn.

board|mpat gecision paved the way

Appeals — a legal action

In the Gainesville case,
board decided not to interw

the boy’s parents to take the
case to the District Court of

is reportedly now underway.
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~ Principal Gets
Teacher Backing

- - Statement

Answers
Parents

By BILL BLOSS
Homestead Bureau Chief

The Homestead Junior
High School staff Thursdgy
gave school Principal Charles
Overholser a vote of confi-
dence in'a statement signed
by 55 teachers. i

The teachers said they
were aginst any proposal to
remove Overholser as the
chief administrator. The
statement was directed to-
ward a letter mailed to
school officials last Friday by
Concerned Parents Organiza-
tion President Tommy E.
Dolar, calling for the princi-
pal’s removal from the trou-
bled school.

Only a handful of teachers

- ign-the statement
designed to clear up “mis-
‘conceptions about the rela-
tionship” between the faculty
and Overholser.

The CPO letter caused
many parents as well as the

teachers to rally to the prin-

cipal’s support. Most of the
supporters say they believe
Overholser. is doing a good
job in the face of difficulties
brought on by integration
and rapid growth of the
school.

School officials have de-
clined to comment on the
CPO letter, other than to
acknowledge its receipt,

A meeting of junior high
school parents has been
called for tonight to discuss
the ninth grade boundaries
for next school season.

Mrs. Pat Harper, Home-
stead Junior High School
PTA president said parents
of Redland Junior High and
Homestead Junior High are
especially urged to attend.

The meeting will be at 8
p.m. in the Homestead Junio
High Auditorium. §

5




LETTEH TO THE EDITOR

34/, 7

Stop, Look, LISTEN’

Editor, The News Leader:

I read Mr. Edward Cumbie’s
letter (Feb. 26, 1969) with much
dismay and sadness. Though I
have only been in this
community a short time, I
share with Mr. Cumbie the love
-for our children as well as the
people in this county. And
again, though I cannot identify
clearly some of the crucial
issues  with our school and

1 "éiﬁnmumty, I can share with

Mr Cumbie the sickness that
'is rampant in our times. This
~is not a new and -currently
. discovered disease in our nation

 but

one which was very
~ contagious and wide spread as
- long as 2000 years ago.

- What I am thinking about and
ﬁat Mr. Cumbie wrote is the

)blem of Communications—in
. partlcular the skill of ‘“hearing
the other person” and the skill
of “getting the facts”. These
skills are not developed by
reading books or listening to
someone lecture on this subject,
but takes much practice and
patience, Often times, it begins
at the top level of the
community yet in order for it
to take roots, everyone needs
to be aware of these skills and
practice them daily.

All ready I have experienced
the lack of the skill of “getten”
the facts. Do we stop to hother
to ask the source—getting it
right from the horses mouth?

Do we bother to examine both
sides and the source of our
facts? Do we even hother to
confront the person to get his
or her side of the story and
to understand this person?

I doubt it. For many of us
this can be embarrasing or just
too difficult to take the risk that
we may be wrong. In the end,
we kill each other and
ultimately our community  (and
our children) only because of
our apathy and lack of the facts
on all sides of the issue.
Sometimes the easiest solution
is to get rid of the hurt without
bothering to diagnose and cure
the sickness.

As for hearing each other, I
do not know what the answer
may be .except maybe
“silence.” We can become very
noisy at times but do we really
perceive what other people are
saying or do we really even
care? I would be all for a
proclamation for a “Day of
Silence” in which we may
become acquainted with each
other by name, appearance and

shaking of hands. I wonder
then how we could listen to each
other after we found out who
we are.

I expect none of the above
will resolve any of our
immediate problems in S. Dade.

They are here and we will
have to deal with them. And
I'm sure before the answer is
found, we will have to struggle
long and hard together. But
before the answer, any answer
if you will, is found, we will
have to learn to respect and
support each other. This means
our elected Mayor and City
Officials, Our School Officials,
Our Teachers The Parents and
most nnportantly, Our Students.

The bombs in Viet Nam are
killing lives each day but we
in South Dade can kﬂlvever 50
much deeper if we cannot hegin
to support, praise and listen o
each other. .

Mr. Cumbie says he will Walt
patiently and hopefully for our
response. I pray all of us of
this great community - will
respond with hope, trust
patience fo one anot
together.

The CHARLES *

CURRAN

Rev.

This Parent Concerned

Editor, News Leader:

I have heard it said that
common sense is a rare
commodity. After reading an
item in the Feb, 25 News
Leader, entitled, ‘“Attorney
Defends School Principal,” Iam
convinced of it.

If the tirade is evidence of

~“higher education,” 12 years of

administrative
perhaps the

teaching and
experience,
inexperience, incompetent,
unqualified and . uneducated
minority could better use the
o7 per cent of their tax dollars
to buy lessons in courtesy and
diplomacy for such uncouth
individuals whose education is
sadly lacking.

A sincere Concerned Parent
for the past 12 years.

NAME WITHHELD

»® * * /

Editors Note: Readers are

reminded to sign their name

on all letters. Names will he
witheld on request.
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 Moderator Is Sought 3/, 7 ?

eader of CTA,

Mayor to Clash

By BILL BLOSS
Homestead Bureau Chief
Homestead Mayor Bill
Dickinson said Friday he is
seeking an impartial modera-
tor for .the debate between
himself and Don Pierce,
Classroom Teachers Associa-
tion Director of Personnel
Services.
Pierce said he will appear
at the 8 p.m. meeting Mon-

day at Harris Field, in Home-
stead, but insisted that a
moderator be appointed. He
requested Dickinson to
choose a person who will be
impartial.

THE MAYOR said late
Friday that he hasn’t selected
a moderator, but he will

submit the name to Pierce -

for his approval, when the
choice is made.

Dickinson challenged
Pierce to debate a statement
issued by the CTA officer,
which said Homestead coun-
cilmen and the Concerned
Parents Organization are
engaged in a “witch hunt” at
troubled Homestead Junior
High School.

Pierce’s statements ‘‘are
totally without knowledge,”
Dickinson says. He accused
Pierce of being politically
motivated and said the de-
baters “should let the people
know our motive — whether
our interest is in the child
or in an organization.”

HOMESTEAD officials
questioned the disipline at
the school, in light of con-
tinuing disturbances and pu-
pil unrest. The city council
and a school board commit-
tee met last month to discuss
problems at the school and
to seek ways to end the dis-
cord. No specific recommen-
dations were made.

Several days after . the
meeting, CPO President Tom-
my Dolar submitted a letter
to school officials calling for
the removal of Charles Over-
holser as principal of the
school. Without making spe-
cific charges, Dolar said
Overholser was not qualified
to administer the local
school.

Teachers and parents ral-
lied to Overholser’s support
following publication of the
CPO letter. Some members of
the CPO said they weren’t
informed that a meeting had
been set to discuss the ouster
demand. Other parents
voiced approval of Overhol-
ser’s efforts and said the
CPO did not speak for them.

Dickinson said he will
bring certified excerpts from
the record of the meeting
with the school board com-
mittee, to the debate. These,
he said, will show that Pierce
was speaking without knowl-
-edge of the council’s actions
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