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LEST WE FORGET

CHAPTER I

I t  d i d  n o t  seem as i f  i t  cou ld  be  t r u e ,  b u t  I
knew i t  must be .  I  had been read ing  up on  F l o r i d a
f o r  some months and Wi l loughby,  e s p e c i a l l y  s t r e s s -
ed t h e  l a k e  l i k e  reg ions  overgrown w i t h  saw grass .
I  knew t h a t  I  was n o t  o n l y  see ing  t h e  Everglades
I  had wanted t o  see  eve r  s i n c e  my f i r s t  a c q u a i n -
tance w i t h  a  Geography, b u t  t h a t  I  was a c t u a l l y  i n
them.

I  was seated i n  t h e  day coach o f  t h e  combinat ion
loca l  and work t r a i n  t h a t  had l e f t  Miami about  one
e c l o c k  and had stopped eve ry  f ew  f e e t  t o  unload
t i e s  and f r e i g h t .  W e  were h a l t e d ,  a t  t h a  t i m e ,
on a s o r t  o f  l o w  t r e s t l e  some p l a c e  between Miami
and Homestead.

We reached Homestead i n  t h e  l a t e  a f te rnoon  o f
tha t  day i n  June 1907 and b y  a c t u a l  coun t  two -
t h i r d s  o f  t h e  popu la t i on  were t h e r e  a long  w i t h
my two aun ts ,  t o  meet me.

Mrs. Horne suggested t h a t  I  go  th rough  t h e  com-
bined s t o r e ,  h o t e l ,  p o s t  o f f i c e  and  pack ing  house
i f  I  wanted t o  see t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s .
She a l s o  suggested t h a t  I  t r y  t o  g e t  a  d r i n k  f r o m
the pump i n  t h e  back y a r d .  T h a t  p i t c h e r  pump was
my Water loo.  I  t r i e d  a  f e w  g e n t l e  ups and downs
of t h e  handle and some more emphat ic ones.  T h e n
a v o i c e  came f r om  no where in  p a r t i c u l a r  say ing  -
"Howdy Miss Ann ie "  and M r.  W. D .  Horne emerged
from h i s  h i d i n g  p lace  among t h e  bananas, h e  p r i m -
ed t h e  pump and g a l l a n t l y  o f f e r e d  me t h e  d i p p e r .
From t h a t  day on  we have been f r i e n d s .
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Aunty was i n  a  h u r r y  as  she wanted t o  reach
home f o r  " ch i cken  f e e d i n  t i m e "  (my f i r s t  i n t r o —
duct ion t o  t h a t  impor tan t  way o r  reckon ing  t i m e . )

We took  a  s h o r t  c u t  across  t h e  t r a c k s  and
came o u t  on  t h e  t r a i l  about  midway o f  t h e  b l o c k
north o f  Mowery.

The middle o f  t h e  t r a i l  was overgrown w i t h
palmettos and t h e  r u t s  were more o r  l e s s  f i l l e d
wi th  wa te r,  b u t  we t rudged a l o n g  w i t h  my v i o l i n
case and s m a l l  hand bag and t h e  g r o c e r i e s  t h e y
wanted t o  t a k e  o u t .  I  t h i n k  we experienced eve ry
discomfort  o f  t r a i l  wa lk ing  r i g h t  t h e r e  t h a t  af ter—
noon. T h e  mosquitos c la imed me f o r  t h e i r  own,
the red  bugs discovered me and t h e  horse f l i e s
were bad.

About where t h e  o l d  Campbell home s tood — t h e n
not y e t  occupied — a  t y p i c a l  F l o r i d a  shower ove r
took u s .  We ,  took re fuge  on  t h e  narrow porch b u t
the mosquitos drove us  back o u t  i n t o  t h e  r a i n .
Even w i t h  a l l  t hose  new and s t range  t h i n g s  hap—
pening, I  began t o  i n b i b e  t h e  s e r e n i t y  o f  t h e
pines and a  deep l o v e  o f  them awakened i n  my h e a r t .

No one l i v e d  i n  a  l o g  h u t  t h a t  s tood a t  t h e
corner o f  what now i s  Avocado and Krome — t h e n
the T r a i l  and Widows' r o w  — A Mrs.  Booe l i v e d
about where t h e  P iches '  home now s tands .  Harvey ' s
grandmother was s t a y i n g  t empo ra r i l y  on  t h e  Sjos—
trom p lace a t  Roberts and Avocado and a  Mrs .
Merck was homesteading i n  a  l i t t l e  l o g  cab in
where t h e  B a l l a r d s '  p l a c e  now i s .

Then we tu rned  t h e  co rne r  and we were home.
The l i t t l e  l o g  house was so  s m a l l  t h e y  p u t  o u t
the t a b l e  a t  n i g h t  i ns tead  o f  t h e  c a t  and t h e
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cots had t o  be  s h o t  up ove r  t h e  r a f t e r s  day t imes
to make room f o r  t h e  o r d i n a r y  l i v i n g  and moving
about.

Aunty h u r r i e d  o u t  t o  feed  t h e  ch ickens and Aun t
Anna seemed i n  a  g r e a t  rush  t o  g e t  supper on  t h e
tab le .  A s  we were e a t i n g ,  t h e y  broke t h e  news
that  we were t o i n g  t o  a  p a r t y  t h a t  even ing .  M a t -
u r a l l y  I  t r i e d  t o  beg o f f  f o r  I  was t i r e d  and t h e
mosquitoes were bad.  H o w e v e r,  t h e y  s a i d  i t  was a
"Must" f o r  t h e  F i t z p a t r i c k s  and t h e  McCrays were
ce lebra t ing  t h e  f a c t  t h c t  a l l  t h e  boys were home
f o r  once.

As soon as  supper was o v e r  we s t a r t e d  o u t  aga in ,
wi th  l a n t e r n s .  B y  t h e  t i m e  we had walked t h e  l o n g
h a l f  m i l e ,  I  was i n  misery  f r om  t h e  mosquito b i t e s
and Grandmother McCrea t o o k  me i n t o  t h e  k i t c h e n
and p l a i n  greased me w i t h  b u t t e r .  T h a t  i s  t h e  o n l y
night  I  e v e r  shone i n  s o c i e t y,  I  assure  you .

Somehow I  remember l i t t l e  o f  t h e  p a r t y  except
tha t  Mrs.  Brewer and Mrs .  Booe seemed t o  be  manag-
ing t h e  en te r ta inment ,  and t h a t  Dan and Ann ie
Roberts were p l a y i n g  f o r  t h e  square danc ing .  S h e
would p l a y  t h e  mouth organ one dance and t h e  n e x t
he would f i d d l e .

Harvey's f a t h e r  o f f e r e d  t o  t a k e  us  home and
never was I  more g r a t e f u l  f o r  a  r i d e .  T h e  Aunts
thought i t  a  wonder fu l  p a r t y  and I  was soon t o
learn how much a  p a r t y  meant when one i s  i s o l a t e d
in  a  new c o u n t r y.

CHAPTER I I

The t a l e s  I  can  t e l l  a r e  l a r g e l y  those  t o l d  me
by my aunts  and cannot  be  i n  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  o r d e r
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f o r  t h e  summers a r e  a l l  blended t o g e t h e r  i n  my
mind. I  have no no tes  f r om  which t o  w r i t e .

A l l  t h e  happenings needs hav been w i t h i n  walk—
ing d i s tance  o f  Redlard Road and Avocado D r i v e
as t h e  o n l y  mode o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was by  f o o t
i n  those e a r l i e s t  days .

Miss Lewis came down two o r  t h r e e  years  ahead
of Miss Longaker and t h e r e  was no  one l i v i n g  be—
tween Horne's  s t o r e  and h e r  co rne r  a t  f i r s t .
Evening a f t e r  evening h e r  courage f a i l e d  h e r  j u s t
about sundown, s o  M r.  Horne formed t h e  h a b i t  o f
borrowing a  h e a d l i g h t  o f f  t h e  work t r a i n  engine
and hanging i t  on  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  s t o r e  t o  gu ide
her i f  darkness over took  h e r .

At l a s t  t h e  t i m e  came when i t  was impera t i ve
tha t  she s leep  on  h e r  c l a i m .  A l t h o u g h  she had
seen no I n d i a n s  down here ,  she  was obsessed w i t h
the idea  t h e y  were l u r k i n g  behind eve ry  l a r g e
t ree ,  n e a r  h e r  c l e a r i n g .

The f i r s t  n i g h t  she bar r icaded t h e  door  w i t h  a
makeshift  cupboard t h e  fo rmer  homesteader had l e f t
and she had made h e r s e l f  a  s o r t  o f  hammock o f  fer—
t i l i z e r  sacks,  s i n c e  h e r  f u r n i t u r e  had n o t  y e t
a r r i ved .  T h e  ropes were some she had salvaged
from t h e  s a l t  p o r k  packs i n  Horne 's  S t o r e .  T i r e d
out,  she  f e l l  as leep  a lmost  a t  once,  b u t  was awak—
ened s h o r t l y  when t h e  hammock ropes  gave way a t
one end. T h e y  were t i e d  around t h e  po les  o f  t h e
wal ls  o f  h e r  c a b i n .

She heard f o o t s t e p s  ou t s i de  f o r  awh i l e ,  and
then a l l  was q u i e t .  S h e  spent  such a  n i g h t  o f
t e r r o r  t h a t ,  a s  she o f t e n  sa i d  a f t e rwa rds ,  she
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never aga in ,  f e l t  t h e  emotion o f  f e a r .  H a v i n g
scaled t h e  he igh t s  and probed t h e  depths ,  she  was
ever a f t e r  immune f rom f e a r .

When day l i g h t  came, she  s t a r t e d  o u t  t o  see what
she cou ld  see and t h e  o n l y  l i v i n g  t h i n g  i n  s i g h t  was
a s t a y  mule.  T h e  miscreant  had o n l y  wanted t h e  s a l t
on t he  ropes .

By t h e  end o f  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  two neighbors  had
located on  Avocado D r i v e ,  a  Mrs .  Booe and h e r  moth—
er Mrs.  Merck.

That made t h e  days p leasan te r  b u t  t h e  n i g h t s  were
lone ly.  N o o n e  l i g h t e d  lamps because o i l  was scarce
and expensive and o n  A u n t y ' s  p a r t  because she fear—
ed t h e y  might  become beacons t o  meandering I n d i a n s ,
and because l i g h t s  a t t r a c t e d  mosqui toes.

One n i g h t  she s a t  on  he r  door  s i l l  i n  t h e  e a r l y
darkness and wondered i f  she would e v e r  see t h e
b r i g h t  l i g h t s  o f  Grand Rapids and Chicago o r  even
the l e s s e r  ones o f  t h a t  l i t t l e  o l d  home town o f
Stanton. Overcome b y  h e r  l o n l i n e s s  she  soaked some
rags i n  some o f  h e r  p rec ious  kerosene,  a p p l i e d  a
match and w i t h  a  r a k e  tossed them i n t o  t h e  sp l i n t—
ers o f  a  broken o f f  t r e e  near  h e r  c a b i n .  I n  no
time, a l m o s t ,  t h e y  caught  and seon t h e  whole p l ace
was ag low.

She s a i d  i t  was a s  b r i l l i a n t  as  any c i t y  s t r e e t
and she was h a p p i l y  bask ing  i n  t h e  b r i g h t n e s s  when
she saw two l a n t e r s  bobbing a long  t h e  r o a d  toward
her p l ace .  I t  was t h e  ne ighbors  coming t o  see what
was wrong. I t  was h e r  embarrassing moment f o r  she
hated t o  admi t  she was l o n e l y,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  a f r a i d .

The s o l u t i o n  was t o  p u t  t h e  c o f f e e  p o t  on  h e r
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midget sized o i l  stove and br ing  out a  box o f  Uneed—
as and they a l l  s a t  about and ta lked u n t i l  day break.

CHAPTER I I I

Aunty's t a l e  o f  her  f i r s t  hurr icane was one o f
her best .  Mrs .Horne  had saved p e t  cream boxes
unt i l  she had enough t o  wainscote up her  cabin
and someone gave her  a  beeswax mixture t o  c a l k  up
the cracks. S h e  said the  a f f e c t  was post ively
stunning, b u t  i t  made the  r e s t  o f  the  cabin look
bad from the wainscoting upward. S h e  solved t h e
d i f f i c u l t y  by  ordering a  b o l t  o f  cheese c lo th  wi th
which she l ined  t h e  wa l ls .  I t  a lso made the  shack
more o r  less mosquito proof .  S h e  thought the  e f f e c t
then was stupendous, b u t  l y i n g  on her cot  one day
she decided she was d issat is f ied  w i t h  the  bare
raf ters  overhead. T h a t  she overcame by ordering
some bui ld ing paper. I t  was blue when i t  a r r ived ,
she nai led i t  t o  t h e  underside o f  the  r a f t e r s .  That
done she f e l t  the  place was as n i f t y  as i f  done by
an i n t e r i o r  decorator.

She had a  c o t ,  a  t a b l e  made o f  a  p e t  cream box
with peeled pole  legs ,  a  rocking c h a i r,  a  huge
Saratoga t runk ,  and a  lamp s i z e  o i l  stove.  B e s t
of a l l ,  though, she had an adjustable screen f o r
the one window i n  the  p lace.

One day i t  rained considerably and t h e  wind rose .
She went t o  bed e a r l y  and s l e p t  soundly. N e v e r
heard t rees  f a l l i n g  about the  p lace.  Suddenly  she
was awakened by a  splash o f  water on her  face .  S h e
swung her  f e e t  over the  edge o f  the  cot  w i th  the
idea o f  l i g h t i n g  her  lantern ,  b u t  she found her—
self i n  water a t  l e a s t  a  f o o t  deep. T h a t  bui ld ing
paper had given way under the  weight o f  water l e a k -
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She s a t  a  moment th inking i t  over and since i t
was s t i l l  dark she decided t o  put  her  rocker on top
of her  t runk.  S h e  climbed up there  and opened h e r
umbrella and s a t  there  the  r e s t  o f  t h e  n igh t .
Come morni:.g, co f fee  seemed the  most important
thing i n  a n d  a f t e r  t h a t  was made and
drunk, she t r i e d  t o  open her  door, and f i n a l l y  d i d
with the help o f  a  grub hoe. S t e p p i n g  outside she
found wz.telc evoyywhere l i k e  a  huge lake  and even
her outdoor pump was under water.

Aunty, always resourceful ,  took  a  rake handle
for a cane and s t a r t e d  o u t  t o  e x p l o r e .  T u r n i n g  t o
the n o t h  on  t h e  f r a i l  she probed ahead s t e p  b y
step, t o  see i f  t h e  e a r t h  had cracked open and l e t
the water  r i s e .  T h u s  work ing h e r  way northward she
soon met Harvey's f a t h e r  r i d i n g  t h e  mule and hold—
ing h i s  f e e t  s t r a i g h t  o u t  f o rward ,  t o  keep them
out o f  t h e  w a t e r.  H e  t o l d  h e r  i t  was deeper on  t o
the noILh,  and t h a t  he  was t r y i n g  t o  make h i s  way
in to  town t o  l e a r n  how t h e  boys were down on t h e
Keys.

Aunty tu rned  back  and though t  she would t r y  t h e
t r a i l  t o  t h e  wes t .  I t  was t h e n  c a l l e d  l o f t i l y
"The S ide  Road" by t hose  l i v i n g  on  t h e  main t r a i l .

The water  g o t  deeper and deeper  s t e p  b y  s t ep
and she he ld  h e r  nlot-nes h i g h e r  and h i g h e r  as  she
plodS,73 a l c o g  , A t h  hox :Lice hand le .  S u d d e n l y  she
came face  t o  f a c e  w i t h  a  l o n e  man who was home—
steading back t h e ,  t ,  y .  S h e  dropped h e r  c l o t h e s
unmiur;Zul o f  t h e  L%,,Le4. and passed t h e  t i m e  o f  day
wi th  h m  z l t h o  she had never  met h im  be fo re .  H e
had h i s  s u i t  case on h is  shoulder and sa id  he was
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getting out whi le  get t ing  was good. T o l d  her  the
water got deeper fu r ther  back. '

Aunty turned and watched him go o f f  toward Home-
stead, then  turned again t o  the  west.  She saw the
Tweart fami ly  slowly making i t s  way ou t .  M r .  Tweart
was ahead wi th  t h e i r  l i t t l e  g i r l  a s t r i d e  h i s  neck,
along wi th  some chickens. T h e  r e s t  o f  the  fami ly
followed carrying various things on t h e i r  heads.
They came on through and although her  place was
flooded i t  was much d r i e r  than t h e i r s .  T h e y  d e -
cided t o  s tay  wi th  Aunty u n t i l  something e lse  hap-
pened.

Maybe Mr.  Grennell  w i l l  not  bear me out  i n  t h i s ,  b u t
anyway the way the s tory  went was t h a t  he eventual ly
came upon a stump high enough t o  g ive  him a place
to r e s t  h i s  suitcase and t h a t  a f t e r  th inking i t  over
he turned about and went back t o  h i s  cabin.

The water began going down and a  few days l a t e r
Aunty saw a man bending over one o f  her  t rees  and
went t o  see what he was doing. I t  was Dan Roberts.
He had sold her  those t rees  out  o f  h i s  f i r s t  n u r -
sery and had pr ide  enough i n  them to  come down and
set them up again and mulch them f o r  h e r.  I n  the
process he l o s t  h i s  watch, and although they both
hunted f o r  i t  several  hours they d id  not  f i n d  i t
Some days l a t e r  Aunty saw a g l i n t  o f  something
bright,  and went up and there  was the  watch. She
walked t o  h i s  c la im on Coco Palm Drive t o  re turn  i t .

CHAPTER I V

Most o f  our  good times centered around ea t ing .
I f  we went any place we had t o  s t a r t  e a r l y  because
of the  distances and t h e  heat .
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A d inne r  was u s u a l l y  a t  e leven o r  e leven t h i r t y  a t
the l a t e s t .  T h e n  we always s t a r t e d  home around
three f o r  t h a t  a l l  impor tan t  "Chicken Feeding Time" .

Every summer t h e r e  was a  round o f  Sunday d inne rs
each t a k i n g  a  t u r n  a l t e r n a t e  Sundays. T h e y  were
wonderful occas ions.  T h e r e  cou ld  be  l i t t l e  v a r i e t y
in  t h e  menu f o r  f r e s h  meat was a lmost  n o n - e x i s t e n t .
Chicken i n  some fo rm,  r i c e  o r  g r i t s ,  p o l e  beans o r
okra and e i t h e r  l i m e  o r  banana p i e  was t h e  usua l
l i s t .  T h e  p laces  were a l l  new and eve ry  l e a f  and
bud and f r u i t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  u s .  A  f r u i t  was
saved, i f  p o s s i b l e ,  t h a t  each might  see and t a s t e .

Mrs. F r a z i e r  had a  un ique way o f  making us  com-
f o r t a b l e .  S h e  had O t t o ,  J r .  w a l k  ahead o f  us  swing-
ing a  c r o k e r  sack f rom s i d e  t o  s i d e  t o  ga the r  as
many sand spu rs  as  p o s s i b l e  l e s t  we ga the r  them on
our s k i r t s  o r  s t ock i ngs .  S k i r t s  were ank le  l e n g t h .

Harvey's people were l i v i n g  on  t h e i r  own home-
stead t hen ,  o f f  t o  t h e  eas t  o f  Redland Road w i t h  no
v i s i b l e  way o f  approach because t h e i r  p r i v a t e  t r a i l
led f r o m  Harvey 's  back d o o r.  H a r v e y  was work ing  on
the Keys, a s  most o f  t h e  a b l e  bodied men were, and
came up o n l y  o c c a s i o n a l l y.

Fur ther  up t h e  road ,  abou t  where Wald in  D r i v e  i s
now, a  f o o t  pa th  l e d  o f f  t o  t h e  west  t o  t h e  Spencer
place. T h e  Brewers were o u r  nea res t  ne ighbors  on
the main t r a i l .

From the re  on  i t  was s o l i d  woods t o  where t h e
three Kosel  shacks s t o o d .  T h e n  t h e  t r a i l  meander-
ed o f  t o  t h e  no r theas t  t o  where Dan Rober ts  and
the F ro r i eps  and t h e  Meyers were a l l  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r
f o r  t h e  sake o f  t h e  women f o l k s .
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I  am no t  s o  su re  i f  t h e  Twedel ls  were a l ready
f a r  on t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  b u t  my impress ion i s  t h a t  t h e y
were. T h e y  and t h e  F ro r i eps  had moved down f rom
C u t l e r.  A l o n g  w i t h  o the rs  t h e y  came down w i t h  t h e
b r i g h t  hope o f  s e t t l i n g  r i g h t  on  t h e  right—of—way
of t h e  F.E .C .  S i n c e  t h e r e  were a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  sur—
veys made, t h e i r  a im was n o t  so  good.

I  do r e c a l l  hav ing  d i nn e r  a t  t h e  Tweedel ls once
when Fanny Redd was up f r om Key West o n  a v i s i t .
The day s t i l l  s tands  o u t  v i v i d l y  i n  my mind.  M r s .
Tweedell had r e c e n t l y  k i l l e d  a  r a t t l e  snake near
her house. S h e  t o l d  u s  o f  h e r  l o n l i n e s s  when h e r
husband made t h e  t r i p s  back up t o  C u t l e r  f o r  gro—
cer ies and m a i l .  Because  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e
roads, i t  t o o k  a t  l e a s t  two days f o r  t h e  t r i p  up
there and back .  O f t e n  when t h e  boats  had n o t  p u t  i n
he had t o  w a i t  o v e r.  W h a t  he ld  h e r  s p i r i t  up  was
h is  u n f a i l i n g  promise o f  a  bag o f  candy when he
returned.

I  s t i l l  have a  deep and a b i d i n g  respec t  and a d —
mira t ion  f o r  those  women, mere s l i p s  o f  g i r l s ,  who
managed t o  make a  home here  and t o  be  contented
wi th  so l i t t l e  i n  t h e  way o f  comfo r t s .

CHAPTER V

One morning o f  t h a t  f i r s t  summer I  was here  t h e
Brewers came by  e a r l y  and s a i d  t o  g e t  aboard t h e
wagon p o l e .  M r s .  Booe wanted u s  a l l  t o  come f o r
d inner w h i l e  Mr.  Brewer brought  a  new l a d y  on to  h e r
place across  t h e  road .  T h a t  was a l l  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n
we eve r  needed i n  those  days.  W e  grabbed o u r  sew-
ing bags and something toward t h e  d i n n e r  and climb—
ed aboard w i t h  a  cush ion  each.

Mrs. Booe a l ready  had an  o l d  hen on s tewing  and
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we a l l  s a t  about  specu la t i ng  on t h e  newcomer. F i n -
a l l y  t h e  sound o f  t h e  approaching wagon was q u i t e
p la i n  and b y  mutual  agreement Mrs .  Booe sauntered
out i n t o  h e r  f r o n t  ya rd  t o  p i c k  some f l o w e r s .  W e
a l l  f e l t  i t  would never  do f o r  us  a l l  t o  be  l i n e d
up and s t a r i n g  as  t h e y  went b y.  I n  j u s t  a  f e w  min-
utes Mrs.  Booe c a l l e d  o u t  " I t ' s  j u s t  t h e  widow
McLean w i t h  h im"  and we a l l  rushed o u t s i d e .

Before Mr.  Brewer cou ld  g e t  t h e  mules and wagon
jockeyed around i n t o  p o s i t i o n  f o r  un load ing ,  she
the widow McLean shouldered t h e  cook s tove  and i n
j i g  t ime  had i t  up  and smoke was coming o u t  o f  t h e
stove p i pe  t h a t  served a s  a  chimney.

Next she t ack l ed  a  r o l l  o f  f e n c i n g  w i r e .  L o o k i n g
about shespied a  l o w  s o r t  o f  l o g  pen n o t  t o o  f a r
ficom the  house, and fas tened  one end o f  t h e  w i r e  t o
t h p t .  U n r o l l i n g  as  she went she c i r c l e d  t r e e s  as
fak' as  t h e  t r a i l .  S h e  must have known e x a c t l y  how
many f e e t  were i n  t h a t  r o l l  o r  w i r e  because she
stepped i t  o f f  a long  t h e  t r a i l  s i d e  westward and
came back and t o o k  up w i t h  t h e  r o l l  as  proceeded
as be fo re .  G o i n g  sou th  aga in  and back  t o  t h e  s t a r t -
ing p o i n t  she  came o u t  w i t h  j u s t  enough t o  f a s h i o n
a g a t e .

That area was f o r  a  ch i cken  r u n  and i t  mat tered
not a  w h i t  t o  h e r  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n  had been
to fence  i n  t h e  door  ya rd  a s  a  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t
"Varmin ts . "

Mr. Brewer came o v e r  and a t e  a  h u r r i e d  l u n c h  and
said t h e  new l a d y  seemed r i g h t  n i c e  and t h a t  she had
a r e d  headed, f r e c k l e d  b o y.  T h e y  came o u t  w i t h  h im
en t h e  second t r i p  and Mrs .  Booe t o o k  d i n n e r  ac ross
to them. T h a t  i s  how and when she g o t  acquainted
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wi th  L i l y  Lawrence Bow. T h e  r e s t  o f  us  met h e r  a
couple o f  weeks l a t e r  when she braved t h e  wilder—
ness enough t o  wa lk  o u t  t o  o u r  co rne r  t o  see what
lay beyond h e r  own b i t  o f  homesteading c o u n t r y.

By t h e  nex t  summer she was one o f  t h e  group
which had s o  many good t imes  t o g e t h e r.

CHAPTER V I

Never do I  hea r  o f  a  house warming t h a t  I  do
not t h i n k  back t o  t h e  e e l e b r a t i o n  we had.  E v e n  t h e
add i t i on  o f  a  window o r  a  rough porch meant a l l
the f r i e n d s  had t o  be  i n v i t e d  t o  see and admi re .
Adding a  room was something e x t r a  s p e c i a l .

Mrs. Merck had en te r ta i ned  w i t h  h e r  daughter
several years  because h e r  own cab in  was so  s m a l l .
Mrs. Booe's  was n o t  much l a r g e r  b u t  she had two
wonderful conveniences. F i r s t  she had a  t i n y  nar—
row porch where a  gues t  m igh t  pause and second ly
and f a r  more u s e f u l  was a  s h u t t e r  over  a  back win—
dow. S h e  cou ld  s l i p  o u t  t h e r e  t o  t h e  ground under
a rough l y  b u i l t  l e a n  t o  s h e l t e r  and change h e r
dress i f  need b e .

Well anyway Mrs.  Merck added a  room and we were
a l l  i n v i t e d  down t o  see i t  and spend t h e  day,  t h a t
our i n spec t i on  p leasure  migh t  be o f  l o n g e r  d u r a t i o n .
Not one o f  us  thought  o f  c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t
she had f o r g o t t e n  t o  have a  doo r  c u t  f r om  t h e  c a b i n
in to  t h e  new room o r  t h a t  t h e r e  were no s teps
although the  new room was b u i l t  higher than was
usual .

In  ou r  z e a l  t o  do j u s t i c e  t o  h e r  a d d i t i o n ,  Mrs .
Brewer and o u r  f a m i l y  a r r i v e d  b e f o r e  Mrs .  Merck
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and h e r  grand daughte r,  Lou isa  had p icked  t h e  c h i c k -
ens. W e  que l l ed  o u r  c u r i o s i t y  w h i l e  we helped o r
tha t  chore and t h e n  went i n s i d e ,  sc ramb l ing  up as
best we cou ld .  W e  had t h e  grandest  k i n d  o f  a  day
every board and kno tho le  was o f  i n t e r e s t  and had t o
be admired o v e r  and o v e r  aga in .

No one had c h a i r s  enough t o  go around and p e t
cream boxes w i t h  s a p l i n g  l e g s  were s t o o l s  f o r  any
occasion. A  deeper box made a  wonder fu l  c h a i r  and
any swain c a l l i n g  on  a l a d y  g o t  o u t  h i s  j a c k  k n i f e
and g a l l a n t l y  carved o f f  t h e  co rners  and even made
some s c r o l l  work  across t h e  back .

The Calk ins  l a t e r  so lved t h e  problem b e t t e r  than
any o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s .  T h e y  had r e a l l y ,  s u r e  enough
s t a i r  s teps  l ead ing  up t o  t h e i r  l o f t  and b y  g rad ing
the guests  accord ing  t o  s i z e  cou ld  s e a t  two o r  t h r e e
on t h e  s teps  a t  d i n n e r.

I t  was q u i t e  a  t r i c k  t o  heng a  home made c h a i r
to t h e  r a f t e r s  where i t  cou ld  be  b rought  down when
needed. M a k e  s h i f t s  were t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  day and
instead o f  moping, everyone made t h e  b e s t  o f  i t
and had f u n .

CHAPTER V I I

One o f  A u n t y ' s  s t o r i e s  was about  a  p i g  t h a t  a t -
tained a l l  t h e  i m m o r t a l i t y  o f  t h e  one t h a t  o r i g i n a t -
ed r o a s t  p o r k .  H a r v e y ' s  f a t h e r  use t o  d r o p  A u n t y ' s
mail  o f f  a s  he went by  and t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day
proceeding t h e  p i g  adventure,  h e  stopped l o n g  enough
to say  t h e y  were about  t o  k i l l  a  p i g  and h e  i n v i t -
ed h e r  t o  come and e a t  sausage. M e a t  was s o  scarce
and such a  t r e a t  t h a t ,  some morning,  A u n t y  began
to argue w i t h  h e r s e l f  a s  t o  whether  he meant b reak -
f a s t ,  d i n n e r  o r  supper.  F i n a l l y  t o  be o n  t h e  s a f e
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side, she star ted up the  road as  soon as she had
her morning coffee and fed  t h e  chickens.

Others must had had t h e  same doubts i n  t h e i r
minds because when she ar r ived ,  e a r l y  as i t  was,
everyone e lse  who had heard o f  i t  was already there .
Way out  b  the  road she could smel l  the  sausage
cooking.

Harvey's mother and grandmother were manning the
biscuit pans and someone was making cof fee  as f a s t
as the  pot  was emptied. T h e  neighbors had organ-
ized themselves and were tak ing turns a t  the  hand-
working meat gr inder and f r y i n g  pans.

I t  was l i k e  t h a t  famous "From morn t o  noon from
noon t o  dewey eve" a f f a i r .  T h e  par ty  t r u l y  lasted
unt i l  n ight  f a l l .  N o t  a  shred o f  t h a t  p ig  remain-
ed when the  l a s t  guest -  Aunty -  departed, b u t  i t
was a  par ty  t h a t  probably w i l l  l i v e  i n  a l l  t h e i r
memories on down the years.

CHAPTER V I I I

I t  was always a  question i n  our minds whether
Mrs. Spencer was a  semi- inva l id  o r  a f r a i d  o f  snakes
or j u s t  p l a i n  unsociable. Whatever  i t  was she s e l -
dom entered i n t o  the  soc ia l  l i f e ,  such as i t  was.
In her  home she was charming and always made a  pass-
er by f e e l  welcome. H e r  daughter, Gracie ,  w i f e  o f
the famous playwright Winchel Smith, decided her
mother should have a  par ty  t o  pay o f f  her  endebt-
edness. G r a c i e  wrote Mrs. Brewer t o  take  over f o r
her and ordered supplies t o  be sent  from New York.
All o f  us were inv i ted  -  t h a t  i s  t h e  group t h a t
went around together.

Somehow Mr.  Mixon and Mrs. McMinn got wind o f
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the a f f a i r .  M r .  N ixon  worked f o r  M r.  Krome and M r.
Krome had r e c e n t l y  added a  team o f  mules and a  wag-
on t o  h i s  h o l d i n g s .  M r .  N ixon  saw no reason why
he should n o t  borrow a day and t h e  mules and wagon
and t a k e  t h e  l a d i e s  o f  t h e  neighborhood i n  s t y l e ,
f o r  once.

T h e / f i l l e d  t h e  wagon box w i t h  v e l v e t  bean v ines
and f o r  severa l  years  t h e r e a f t e r  no one was i n
s t y l e  un less  h e r  d ress  bo re  t h e  p r i n t  o f  v e l v e t
bean v ines  and l eaves .  W e  never  had seen them b e -
fore and d i d  n o t  know how they  s t a i n e d .

Mrs. Bow and Mrs .  Booe, L o u i s e  and Mrs .  Merck
were a l ready  aboard when t h e y  g o t  t o  A u n t y ' s  house.
We h u r r i e d l y  dressed and c l imbed i n t o  t h e  wagon.
Where t h e  f o o t  p a t h  l e d  o f f  t o  t h e  west  we came up
on Mr.  Spencer w i t h  h i s  wheel ba r row.  S a i d  he  was
wa i t ing  f o r  t h e  s t a r  r o u t e  man t o  b r i n g  h i s  sup -
p l i e s .  M r .  N ixon  g a l l a n t l y  d rove  us  t o  t h e  v e r y
door o f  t h e  house and went back t o  h e l p  Mr.  Spencer.

By t h e  way t h e  Spencers had expected t o  be  on
the r i g h t - o f - w a y  and n o t  o n l y  were t h e y  n o t ,  b u t
they had a l s o  missed t h e  s e c t i o n  l i n e  and t h e  f r o n t
o f  t h e  house was on  t h e  back as  M r.  Spencer o f t e n
said.

A f te r  an  hour  o r  two o f  w a i t i n g  t h e  men came
dejec ted ly  back w i t h  t h e  news n o t h i n g  had come.
Mrs. Brewer,  f e a r i n g  what m igh t  happen, had spen t
the n i g h t  a t  t h e  Spencers'  and had a  huge p o t  o f
beans on  cook ing ,  S h e  had a l s o  made one o f  h e r
famous sponge cakes and Mrs .  Spencer always had
j a r s  o f  preserved g i n g e r,  a s  t h e y  r a i s e d  g i n g e r  as
a hobby.  S o  we f a r e d  r o y a l l y  w i t h  sponge cake and
preserved g i n g e r  f o r  d e s s e r t .
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The whole t h i n g  probab ly  would n o t  have l i n g e r -
ed i n  my mind s o  v i v i d l y  had i t  n o t  been f o r  a
discussion on q u a i l  t h a t  s t a r t e d  a t  t h e  d i n n e r
t ab le .  T h e  o the rs  laughed when Mr.  Spencer s a i d
he knew q u a i l  conversed among themselves f o r  he
had i d e n t i f i e d  t w e n t y  s i x  sounds.

A f t e r  d i nne r  he t o l d  me t o  come o u t s i d e  and see
what I  should  see .  W e  s a t  down on  h i s  o l d  whee l -
barrow and he  began making l i t t l e  s o f t  b i r d  sounds.
In a  moment a  q u a i l  s l i pped  o u t  f r om under a  weed
and another  and ano ther  u n t i l  t h e r e  were o v e r  t h i r -
t y  about  h im.  T h e y  f l e w  u p  on to  h i s  knees and
shoulders and a l lowed h im t o  p e t  them and he  f e d
them chicken feed f r o m  a sma l l  can  he had b rought
out .  I t  was a lmost  imposs ib le  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  be -
tween h i s  c a l l s  and t h e i r s .

A f te r  t h e  feed was gone, t h e y  s a t  con ten ted l y
and t a l k e d  back and f o r t h  u n t i l  he  arose and t o l d
them t h a t  was a l l  f o r  t o d a y.  A s  u n h u r r i e d l y  as
a f l o c k  o f  ch ickens t h e y  s t r o l l e d  o f f  and were h i d -
den among t h e  weeds and g r a s s .  I  have never  f o r g o t -
ten t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h a t  l i t t l e  o l d  C i v i l  War Ve t e r -
an and h i s  q u a i l .

CHAPTER I X

At f i r s t  t h e r e  was no r e s i d e n t  phys i c i an  i n  t h e
countryside.  A  d o c t o r  came f r o m  Miami a l t e r n a t e
Saturdays and he ld  h i s  o f f i c e  h o u r s  on  t h e  f r o n t
porch o f  Horne 's  S to re .  I  never  heard anyone com-
p l a i n  o f  l a c k  o f  p r i v a c y  because t h e r e  was so  s e l -
dom anyone i n  town b u t  t h e  p a t i e n t  and t h e  Hornes,
who were a t tend ing  t o  t h e i r  own business i n d o o r s .

One Saturday Mr.  F r o r i e p  came by  and wanted me
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to r i d e  i n t o  town w i t h  h e r  as  she needed a  l i t t l e
help,  she  though t .  T h e  i dea  was p a r t l y  r h e t o r i c a l
as what she r e a l l y  wanted was company on  t h e  t e d i -
ous t r i p  w i t h  t h e  wagon, wh i ch  she exp la ined  she
was us ing  as  t h e r e  was some express which Mr.F ro r i ep
wanted brought  f r om t h e  s t a t i o n .

She went on  t o  e x p l a i n  she had e i t h e r  a  sma l l
snake b i t e  o r  an i n f e c t i o n  o f  some k i n d  on  h e r  ank le
and wanted t h e  d o c t o r  t o  see i t  and l o o k  i t  o v e r.
As we went a long  she kep t  up  a  more o r  l e s s  s teady
conversat ion, and t h e  g i s t  o f  i t  was t h a t  on  t h e  way
out she wanted t o  s t o p  by  and g i v e  a  man named W i l -
liams a  p i e c e  o f  h e r  mind.

F i n a l l y  we reached Homestead and found t h e  s t o r e
closed and no  d o c t o r.  T h a t  l e f t  o n l y  t h e  er rand a t
the s t a t i o n .  A  t h i r t e e n  y e a r  o l d  boy  was i n  charge
and he t o l d  u s  he was t o  l o c k  up and l e a v e  as  soon
as we g o t  t h a t  express o u t .

Mrs. F r o r i e p ' s  r e a c t i o n  when she d iscovered what
the express was, i s  beyond d i s c r i p t i o n .  T h e  t h r e e
of  u s  managned t o  g e t  i t  o u t  on  t h e  p l a t f o r m ,  b u t  t o
get i t  f r om t h e r e  down i n t o  t h e  wagon box was beyond
us. M r s .  F r o r i e p  decided t o  wa lk  on  down t o  t h e
camp between Homestead and F l o r i d a  C i t y  f o r  h e l p  -
which by  t h e  way was non e x i s t e n t  t h e n  -  t o  see i f
she cou ld  g e t  he l p  t h e r e .  T h e r e  was n o t  even a
watchman i n  charge.

She re tu rned  and we t a l k e d  i t  ove r  once more. Then
we sp ied  a  man coming down t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  i s  now
Mowry S t r e e t .  S h e  s e t  o f f  j o y f u l l y  t o  meet h im.
I t  proved t o  be  a  superannuated p reacher  who was
homesteading down Camp Jack  Way, and who came i n  once
a week f o r  g r o c e r i e s .
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He had walked a l l  t h a t  long way f o r  groceries he
would not  be able  t o  g e t ,  b u t  he d id  not  refuse t o
help us.  A l l  together we managed t o  ge t  t h a t  bar—
rel  o f  beer down i n t o  the  wagon j u s t  above the
back axe l .

Coming ollt  from town, Mrs.  Fror iep  carr ied on a
steady monolc,g-Je as  t o  %filet she was go ing  t o  do
when she got  home and i n  t h a t  frame o f  mind we
reached the  corner t h a t  now i s  Krome and Avocado.
She drove t h e  wagon a  v e r y  shor t  distance up a  v e r y
fa int  t r a i l  t o  the  north and turned around t h a t
anyone coming f rom Homestead migh t  n o t  see o u r  dis—
graceful ca rgo .  T h e r e  I  was l e f t  t o  keep t h e  horse
f l i e s  o f f  t h e  horse w h i l e  she walked on  t o  W i l l i a m s '
homestead, wh ich  was about  where t h e  Rhe'eys now
live — I  knew not exact ly  how f a r .

In the  heat  I  must have dozed o f f  f o r  suddenly
I  f e l t  sure I  heard a  team coming from someplace
but nothing was i n  s i g h t .  I t  t o o k  me minutes t o
r e a l i z e  i t  was approaching f rom the r e a r  where
there was no t r a i l  a t  a l l .  N a t u r a l l y  I  was f r i gh t—
ened be ing  a lone i n  t h e  m ids t  o f  t h e  woods w i t h  no
known person l i v i n g  up t h a t  way.

When the  o u t f i t  f i n a l l y  came i n  s ight  along the
almost non—existant t r a i l  i t  proved t o  be the  f i r s t
load o f  A u s t r a l i a n  p ines  w i t h  Mr.  Krome and M r.
Nixon seated on  t h e  l o a d .  I  knew n e i t h e r  o f  them
except by  s i g h t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  T h e y  t i pped  t h e i r
hats decorous ly,  b u t  a f t e r  t hey  passed I  cou ld  see
t h e i r  shoulders  shak ing and I  knew j u s t  what t h e y
were t h i n k i n g .

At sundown Mrs.  F r o r i e p  re tu rned  and s a i d  she
had found Mrs .  W i l l i ams  s i c k  i n  bed s o  had washed
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up t h e  d ishes ,  scrubbed t h e  k i t c h e n  f l o o r  and  b a t h -
ed Mrs.  W i l l i a m s  and changed h e r  bed and s t a r t e d
her supper.  I  asked i f  she had g i v e n  h im a p iece
of h e r  mind, and she gave me a  w i t h e r i n g  l o o k  and
said -  " w i t h  t h a t  aboard?" W e  drove i n  s i l e n c e
and she l e t  me o f f  a t  o u r  co rne r  and drove on  a lone .

Later we heard t h e  o u t f i t  r e t u r n i n g  and cou ld  hear
the d r i v e r  u rg i ng  t h e  horse and t a l k i n g  t o  h i m s e l f
as was h i s  custom. W e  had missed t h e  t h r e e  hundred
pound cake o f  i c e  which was supposed t o  be a long
wi th  what we b rough t .  W e  found t h e  depot  was l o c k -
ed, f o r  t h e  boy had s l i p p e d  t h e  pad l o c k  on  as  soon
as we had t h e  b a r r e l  s a f e l y  o f f  t h e  p l a t f o r m .

CHAPTER X

Just a f t e r  sun r i se  one summer morning a  wagon
stopped i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  shack and Mrs .  Bow came
hurry ing up t h e  p a t h ,  and s a i d  t o  come j u s t  as  I
was, and g e t  aboard t h e  p o l e  o f  t h e  wagon. S h e
said she had enough l unch  packed, b u t  t o  h u r r y .  I
needed no u r g i n g  f o r  any break i n  t h e  monotony was
welcome.

I t  was a  s l o w  t r i p  ove r  t h e  bumpy t r a i l ,  b u t  we
savored eve ry  b i t  o f  i t .  W e  had t i m e  t o  see eve ry
l i t t l e  t h i n g  p r o v i d i n g  we were n o t  t o o  busy s l a s h -
ing way a t  t h e  horse f l i e s .

Along about  where t h e  F r u i t  and Sp ice  Park  now
i s ,  we t o o k  o f f  i n  a  n o r t h e a s t e r n l y  d i r e c t i o n  and
went across  what t h e n  was a  l o n g ,  l o n g  g lade  com-
monly known as  t h e  P r a i r i e .

I t  was a  most wonder fu l  s i g h t  -  We drove a l o n g
through water  f rom maybe s i x  inches t o  a  f o o t  t o
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depth and a l l  t h e  t i m e  we were i n  a  magn i f i cen t  g a r -
den o f  palms t h a t  cou ld  n o t  be dup l i ca ted  b y  m i l -  .
l i ons  o f  d o l l a r s  now. T h e  cabbage pa lmet tos  grew
everywhere, and t h e  f r a g i l e  g lade  l i l i e s  were i n
bloom and a l s o  t h e  sma l l  p i n k  f l o w e r s  t h a t  l o o k  l i k e
baby ho l l yhocks .

Eventual ly  we came o u t  where t h e  o r i g i n a l  nar row
gauge r a i l r o a d  had been which hauled l o g s  f o r  Drakes '
M i l l  a t  P r ince ton .  W h e r e  t h e r e  had once been a
compte m i l l  which was i n  r u i n s .  O n  t h e  way up  when
ever Pie cou ld  spare  b rea th  l i t t l e  Mac was t e l l i n g  o f
what he had read about  mangos -  how they  should be
handled l i k e  eggs, and now d e l i c i o u s  t h e y  were.  M r .
Nixon's i deas  d i f f e r e d  s l i g h t l y .

F i r s t  we had l u n c h  which Mrs.  Bow had b rough t .
Each o f  u s  had a  Uneeda b i s c u i t  box  o f  p o ta to  sa lad -
the sma l l es t  s i zed  box  o f  course saved f o r  j u s t  such
an occasion.  T h a t  i n  i t s e l f  was a  marvelous t r e a t ,
f o r  pota toes were scarce and expensive and i n  a d d i -
t i o n  we had po t ted  ham sandwiches.

Mr. N ixon had brought  a long  a  l o t  o f  wa te r  i n
order t o  pr ime t h e  o l d  pump, s o  we had d r i n k i n g  wa te r.

A f te r  d inne r  he and M r.  N ixon  c l imed t h e  t r e e s
and shook down t h e  r i p e  mangos -  Mac p r o t e s t i n g
l u s t i l y  -  b u t  we p icked them up and p u t  them i n  t h e
boxes prov ided a s  f a s t  as  p o s s i b l e .  T h e  r o t t e n  ones,
also,  had t o  be salvaged f o r  t h e i r  seeds.

We bent  down and p icked  up  mangos and swat ted
horse f l i e s  and  mosquitos a l l  a f t e rnoon .  R i d i n g  i n
the wagon box ins tead  o f  on  t h e  p o l e  f o r  t h e  home-
ward j ou rney  was some compensation.

I t  was years  be fo re  anyone o f  we t h r e e  g u e t t s
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could e a t  a  turpent ine mango not  because we had
eaten too many but  because the  odor o f  mangos had
been so overpowering.

CHAPTER X I
Whenever we see a  motorcycle skimming along these

wonderful roads, we th ink  back t o  t h e  rough, r u t t e d
t r a i l s  o f  the  o ld  days. T h e  craze struck here and
there must have been ten  o r  twelve members o f  what
they ca l led  the  Motorcycle Club.

All  the  court ing was done v i a  motorcycles and the
whold crowd thought nothing o f  r i d i n g  the  rough
t r a i l s  t o  Cut le r  wi th  someone on the  tank and maybe
a second passenger on the  c a r r i e r  i n  the  r e a r.

I t  was great  f u n .  W e  took p a r t  o f  t h e  lunch and
Dan Roberts would always have h i s  f i s h  n e t  along.
The par ty  would enc i rc le  some saplings t h a t  were
upright i n  the  water and everyone would g e t  ins ide .
Fish t ry ing  t o  ge t  out  would g e t  caught i n  the  mesh
of the  n e t ,  so  a  f i s h  f r y  was almost a  c e r t a i n t y
on those picnics.

Along the shore i t  was muddy, b u t  out  a  distance
there was a  sand bar  and beyond t h a t  a  p lace f o r
swimming. T h e  young people o f  t h e  Longview Neigh-
borhood made up t h e  crowd, b u t  the  Redland area was
usually represented by the  Frorieps and Dan Roberts
famil ies.  W e  usual ly  met up wi th  severa l  showers
but no one seemed t o  mind ge t t ing  drenched and no
one caught co ld .

Sometimes I  wonder i f  science i s  missing out  on
something. I n  those days the  mud o r  mar l  from the
glades was supposed t o  have medicinal va lue  and
was used much as ant iphlogist ine  now i s .
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CHAPTER X I I

The roads were narrow and i f  a  g lade  was e x t r a
long t h e r e  was a  widening about  midway where one
vehic le  cou ld  p o l i t e l y  w a i t  f o r  another  t o  pass .

Fred Loomis bought a  c a r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  days o f
car p o p u l a r i t y  and I  remember how Jess ie  used t o
get o u t  and wa l k  across a  g lade  f o r  f e a r  he might
run o f f  t h e  road .

He t ook  us  a l l  r i d i n g  one Four th  o f  J u l y ,  and t h e
t r i p  inc luded  a  c a l l  a t  t h e  K o s e l ' s  t o  see t h e  new
baby, p o s s i b l y  B o d i l ,  b u t  I  do n o t  remember e x a c t l y.
Then we went on  t o  P r ince ton  which seemed a  c e n t u -
ry  away. T h e y  were hav ing a  dance i n  a  s o r t  o f
octagonal b u i l d i n g  t h a t  used t o  s tand t h e r e .  P r i n c e -
ton was q u i t e  a  town then  w i t h  i t s  b i g  m i l l .

CHAPTER X I I I

I  heard my aunts  t e l l  t h i s  t a l e .  T h e  company had
not answered l e t t e r s  about  d e l i v e r i n g  lumber t o
bu i ld  Aunt  Anna 's  shack when i t  became impor tan t
that  she g e t  on  he r  own p l ace .  T i m e  was s l i p p i n g
up on  he r  so  she and Aunty  decided t o  wa lk  t o
Princeton t o  see about  i t  p e r s o n a l l y.  Whoever  was
in  charge s a i d  t h e  company was w i l l i n g  t o  d e l i v e r
the lumber,  b u t  t h a t  i t  would be  imposs ib le  w i t h -
out a  map.

Aunty had a  b r i g h t  i dea  -  a t  l e a s t  i t  seemed s o
at t h e  moment. S h e  suggested t h a t  t h e  lumber be
loaded and t h a t  t h e y  gu ide  t h e  d r i v e r .  W e l l  t h a t
agreement f i n a l l y  was made and t h e y  s t a r t e d  o u t  i n
the genera l  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Aunt  Anna 's  p l a c e .  There
was a  b i g  woods f i r e  someplace a long  t h e  way t h a t
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caused them t o  de tou r  b u t  l a t e  t h a t  evening t hey
reached t h e  s i t e  west  on  Bauer D r i v e .  T h e n  t hey  had
to make i t  back t o  t h e  cab in  on  Redland Road f o r
there was no shack o f  any k i n d  n o r  any th ing  t o  e a t
way back t h e r e  i n  t h e  woods. T h e y  were so  worn o u t
tha t  t hey  s l e p t  most o f  t h e  nex t  t h r e e  days and
n igh ts .  Smoke t o  t h e  n o r t h  f i n a l l y  f i l l l e d  t h e m  w i t h
fear  t h a t  t h e  woods f i r e  m i g h t  g e t  i n t o  t h a t  p i l e  o f
lumber. T h a t  roused them t o  wide-awakeness and o f f
they went t o  see t h a t  cou ld  be  done. Someone had
star ted a  b a c k f i r e  s o  t h e  lumber,  however,  was s a f e .

They t o o k  many o f f  t r i p s  d u r i n g  those e a r l y  days.
Once Aunty drove t o  Miami w i t h  t h e  Anderson f a m i l y.
For some unknown reason,  t h e y  wanted t o  s t a r t  a -
round 2  A.M. w h i l e  i t  was c o o l ,  and t h e  horse f l i e s
not a p t  t o  be a c t i v e .  A u n t y  had t o  make t h e  momen-
tous dec i s i on  whether t o  wa lk  up t o  t h e i r  home a t
S i l v e r  Palm and Redland between midn igh t  and 2  A.M.
or go up  t h e  evening be fo re  and s l e e p  a t  t h e i r  house.

She f i n a l l y  s e t t l e d  on  go ing  up t h e  evening be -
fore  and a f te rwards  sa i d  i t  was a  s o r r y  d e c i s i o n ,
as t h e y  had b u t  one bed room f o r  a  f a m i l y  o f  f i v e
or s i x .

They made t h e  t r i p  t o  Miami,  a t t ended  t o  what
ever business t h e y  had planned n n ,  t h e n  bedded down
i n  t h e  wagon and s l e p t  p a r t  o f  t h e  n i g h t  and made
the r e t u r n  t r i p  i n  t h e  c o o l  o f  t h e  n e x t  n i g h t .  T h e y
ar r ived i n  t h e  e a r l y  morning hours  and A u n t y  walked
on down f rom S i l v e r  Palm t o  h e r  shack a t  Redland
and Avocado.

CHAPTER X I V

One summer morning t h e r e  was t h e  u s u a l  g l i n t  o f
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white th rough t h e  t r e e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  I n  f a c t  i t
looked l i k e  m u l t i p l e  g l i n t s ,  and t h e r e  was t h e
sound o f  vo i ces ,  o r  was i t  j u s t  horse f l i e s  caugh t
in  s p i d e r  webs buzzing? E v e n t u a l l y  i t  a l l  reso lved
i t s e l f  i n t o  Mrs .  Brewer,  Mrs .  Spencer and h e r  guest
Mrs. He i ze r  o f  Miami.  T h e y  exp la ined t h a t  Mrs .
Heizer had been l o n e l y  and unhappy so  f a r  beck i n
the woods, s o  t h e y  had come o u t  and had supper  a t
the Brewers '  and spen t  t h e  n i g h t  t h e r e .

That was t h e i r  s t o r y  b u t  we recognized a l l  t h e
symptoms. When  your  g roce r i es  g o t  l o w  i n  those
days, you  went v i s i t i n g .  W i l l  Horne 's  t h e o r y  o f
store keeping was t o  buy no th ing  u n t i l  e ve ry th i ng
was so l d  o u t .  I f  anybody had persuaded h im  t o  buy
any such new fang led  t h i n g  as  peanut b u t t e r ,  f o r
instance o r  fancy  sa rd ines ,  someone had t o  buy  t h e
l a s t  con ta i ne r  be fo re  he stocked u p  on  any th ing
else.  W h i t e  bacon and g r i t s  were s t a p l e s  b u t  even
thby sometimes gave o u t .

Well ,  we made t h e  guests  welcome and Aun t  Anna 's
famous s tew  o f  canned r o a s t  bee f  was a l . rc  'ciy go ing
strong and she was making a  l i m e  p i e .  T h e y  had
sent word ahead b y  t h e  s t a r  r o u t e  man t h a t  t h e y
would d i v i d e  :forces and spend t h e  n i g h t  a t  M2s.
Merck's and Mrs .  Booe 's  and have supper a t  t h e
Merck cab in .

Just a f t e r  she l e f t  o u r  house t o  be  on  t h e i r  way
Louisa Booe f l i t t e d  o u t  o f  t h e  woods across  t h e  way
where she e v i d e n t l y  had been h i d i n g ,  and w a i t i n g .
She wanted t o  borrow a can  o f  b e e f ,  b u t  o u r  l a s t
one had gone i n t o  t h a t  s t e w.  R e s o u r c e f u l  Aunty
Called up  h e r  ch ickens and caught  and donated a
young r o o s t e r  t o  t h e  good cause.  L o u i s a  s e n t  o f f
happi ly  hoping t o  reach  home w i t h o u t  be ing  seen by
the company. I  never  heard how Mrs.  Merck managed
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Ear ly  t h e  n e x t  day Mac Bow brought  a  n o t e  say ing
h is  mother was hav ing  a  p a r t y  i n  honor o f  t h e  gues ts .
She was newer t han  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s  and more o p t o m i s t i c .
However, when she tu rned  i n t o  Homestead f o r  p a r t y
th ings she found o n l y  one box  o f  Uneedas so  t h e
par ty  was j u s t  t h a t  w i t h  l imeade w i t h  p rec ious  l i t -
t l e  sugar.  Re f reshments  never  meant much a t  a  p a r -
t y  i n  those days anyhow, and we had j u s t  a s  much
fun as  i f  i t  had been as  Mrs.  Bow hoped and p lanned.

CHAPTER XV

The r e a l  o l d  t i m e r s  never  g o t  o v e r  t h e  impress ion
tha t  no th ing  ex i s t ed  west  o f  t h e  co rne r  t h a t  i s  now
Krome and Mowry. W e  a l l  f e l t  t h e  p a t h  l e d  o n  i n -
d e f i n i t e l y  and a l t h o  we heard o f  a  Mowry f a m i l y  and
a Miss  Lo f t on  l i v i n g  o u t  t h a t  way,  none o f  u s  eve r
attempted t o  go t o o  f a r  o u t  t h a t  way a f t e r  t h e  l o n g
walk i n t o  town.  E v e n  a f t e r  t h e  road was c u t  sou th
from our  co rner  t o  Mowry we were d o u b t f u l  and a -
f r a i d  t o  r i s k  i t .

W i l l  Horne f i n a l l y  bough t  a  second hand c a r  and
one day i n v i t e d  u s  t o  go down t o  t h e i r  homestead,
out t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  -  t o  e a t  bea r  meat he  p u t  i t .
We were so  e x c i t e d  a s  i f  we were about  t o  t a k e  o f f
overseas o r  something o f  t h a t  n a t u r e .  H e  came f o r
us and i n  t h a t  c a r  i t  seemed b u t  a  s t e p  down t o
t h e i r  p lace ,  a  m i l e  o r  so  west  o f  Redland Road and
South o f  Mowry.

Having been impressed b y  t h e  C a l k i n s '  s t u n t s  o f
b i cyc le  r i d i n g ,  M r s .  Brewer had bought  a  wheel  and
l a t e r  Mrs.  Bauer bought one .  M r s .  Brewer  cou ld
mount he rs  f r om  a stump a t  t h e i r  r o a d s i d e  and a l -
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ways phoned ahead f o r  someone t o  be  o u t  a t  t h e  toad
to h e l p  h e r  g e t  o f f .

As we s a t  on  t h e  Horne porch t h a t  day we heard
shouts coming f rom across t h e  g lade  be fo re  we cou ld
see anyone. I  remarked t h a t  i f  we were home I
would say  i t  was Mrs.  Brewer want ing h e l p  g e t t i n g
o f f  h e r  wheel .  J u s t  t h e n  t h e y  came i n  s i g h t  — Mrs .
brewer ahead y e l l i n g  f o r  he lp  and Mrs .  Bauer laugh—
ing and a l s o  y e l l i n g ,  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  h e r  v o i c e .  W e
a l l  rushed o u t  t o  t h e  roads ide  and g o t  Mrs .  Brewer
o f f  s a f e l y,  M r s .  Bauer was coming f a s t  so  be fo re
Mrs. Brewer cou ld  make us  understand what  had hap—
pened, we saw t h a t  a  s m a l l  g a r t e r  snake had entangl—
ed i t s e l f  i n  t h e  spokes o f  h e r  f r o n t  wheel .  M r .
Horne ex t rac ted  i t  and t h e y  went on  toward t h e  Tom
Brooker 's p lace  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  sou th .  T h e y  had
heard Mrs.  Brooker  was i l l  and t h e y  were making a
neighbor ly c a l l .

Later t h a t  a f te rnoon  Mr.  Horne asked i f  we would
l i k e  t o  see F l o r i d a  C i t y ,  and we were s imp ly  t h r i l l —
ed a t  t h e  p rospec t .  W e  a l l  g o t  i n  t h e  c a r  and
drove s l o w l y  th rough t h e  c i t y  so  we cou ld  t a k e  i t
a l l  i n .  T h e n  we tu rned  n o r t h  on t h e  narrow road
tha t  l e d  i n t o  Homestead o v e r  t h e  g lade .  N o t  f a r
from t h e  co rne r  t h e  c a r  s topped.  M r .  Horne g o t  o u t
and s a t  down on t h e  roads ide ,  and p u l l e d  o u t  a  n p t e
book which he had i n  h i s  pocket  and i n  which he had
w r i t t e n  down a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h e  p rev ious  owner had
to ld  h im might  happen. A f t e r  each paragraph he
t r i e d  o u t  t h e  t h i n g  he had read .  F i n a l l y  he t r i e d
out t h e  t h i n g  o f  t h e  l a s t  paragraph which s a i d  "See
i f  you have gas "  and t h a t  was i t .

Mr. Horne walked on  i n t o  Homestead and g o t  t h e
l i t t l e  horse he had t h e r e  and l i g h t  wagon and drove
out t o  h i s  homestead and back v i a  t h e  Mowry T r a i l ,
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CHAPTER XVI

The meet s i t u a t i o n  was se r i ous  i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t
days. O c c a s i o n a l l y  I nd i ans  came by  w i t h  ven ison,
but never  ou r  way f o r  some reason.  I  have heard
Mrs. Wald in  t e l l  how t h e  Seminoles came down t h e
glade back o f  t h e i r  p lace  and s o l d  i t  t o  them.

Once Aunty  s a i d  someone came w i t h  f r e s h  po rk  and
she was so  meat hungry she bought twe l ve  chops.  Then
the ques t ion  o f  keeping them entered h e r  mind.  W h i l e
th ink ing  t h a t  o v e r  she p u t  h e r  s i x  i n c h  f r y i n g  pan
on he r  t i n y  o i l  s t o v e  and f r i e d  a  chop,  and w h i l e
she a t e  t h a t  she f r i e d  a n o t h e r.  B y  t h e  t i m e  she had
f in ished t h e  l a s t  chop she had no  r e f r i g e r a t i o n  prob—
lem t o  cope w i t h  b u t  was happy and w e l l  f e d  f o r  t h e
f i r s t  t i m e  i n  weeks.

One source o f  meat supp ly  was when t h e  widow
McLean brought  a  q u a r t e r  o f  b e e f  i n  and c u t  i t  up
on the  s t a t i o n  p l a t f o r m .  I  never  saw t h e  s i g h t  b u t
onee p e r s o n a l l y.  T h e  news spread and t h e  peop le
l ined up  t o  buy.  A u n t y  t o l d  me t o  g e t  i n  l i n e  w h i l e
she went t o  t h e  s t o r e ,  s o  I  o b l i g i n g l y  d i d .  T h e n
my t u r n  f i n a l l y  came, I  spoke up p o l i t e l y  f o r  s t eak .
The Widow 1*- L a n  gave a  w i t h e r i n g  l o o k  and s a i d ,
" I t ' s  neck I ' m  c u t t i n g  honey"  I  knew by h e r  t one
of  v o i c e  I  would t a k e  neck o r  n o t h i n g .

At f i r s t  A u n t y  had a  t i m e  g e t t i n g  used t o  south—
ern te rms.  R e p e a t e d l y  she asked M r.  Horne  f o r  s a l t
pork, remembering how good i t  used t o  s m e l l  f r y i n g
ear ly  mornings i n  h e r  o l d  Canadian home, i n  h e r
chi ldhood. H e  always s a i d  he  d i d  n o t  have  i t .  F i n -
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a l l y  one day she discovered w h i t e  bacon and t h e y
used t o  have f u n  a rgu ing  ove r  which i t  was s a l t  po rk
or  wh i te  bacon. S a l t  po rk  as  we knew i t  was packed
i n  b r i n e  i n  b a r r e l s  and w h i t e  bacon i n  a  d r y  s a l t
pack.

CHAPTER XVI I

The second l a r g e  b u i l d i n g  i n  Homestead was Dou-
v a l ' s  s t o r e  b u i l d i n g  across t h e  s t r e e t  f r om the  r a i l -
way s t a t i o n .  I t s  so  c a l l e d  comple t ion  was c e l e b r a t -
edwith a  dance. A l l  t h e  f l o o r i n g  u p  s t a i r s  was n o t
la id  s o  benches were placed t o  p reven t  dancers g e t -
t i n g  t o o  near  t h e  edge and f a l l i n g  th rough t h e
f i r s t  f l o o r .  I t  was an  e s p e c i a l l y  hazardous n i g h t
f o r  t h e  babies p resen t ,  f o r  t hey  were p u t  on  b l a n k -
ets on  t h e  f l o o r  b y  t h e i r  mothers.  They had t o  be
extra c a r e f u l  and wa tch fu l  l e s t  t h e  bab ies  c raw l
toward t h e  un f loored  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p l ace .

People had gone e a r l y  and a s  usua l  everyone had
brought something toward t h e  supper.  A l s o  everyone
had taken  p a r t y  c l o t hes  a long  wrapped i n  newspaper,
f o r  i t  was h o t  weather and showery and each l a d y
wanted t o  l o o k  as  n i c e  as  p o s s i b l e ,  a s  i t  was such
an impor tan t  occas ion.

A f te r  supper was c leared  away, t h e  men f o l k s  wan-
dered o f f  toward t h e  water  t a n k .  T h e  l a d i e s  formed
a c i r c l e  f a c i n g  o u t .  E a c h  i n  t u r n  w e n t  i n s i d e  t h e
c i r c l e  and changed t o  h e r  p a r t y  c l o t h e s .  C o s m e t i c s
were taboo i n  those days so  no one missed hav ing
a m i r r o r  w i t h  which t o  p u t  on  t h e  f i n i s h i n g  touches .

The dancing was n o t  i n  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  s e t s  o f
e ight  seen i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  b u t  t h e  whole room dances
at one t ime  -  a l l  t hose  a t  t h e  s i des  f o r  one c a l l
and a l l  a t  t h e  ends f o r  t h e  n e x t .

-28-

r I

IN

■
■
■
■
■
Mr

I t  was wonderf i
ber w i t h  what e n t t
the f i g u r e s .  T h e
morning we heaaJL
one and two i n  the
ward t r e k  on f o o t ,

One summer t h e
went t o  J u p i t e r  t
Mrs. Brewer f a m e
Anna was t o  go up
were t o  l u x u r i a t e

The day t hey  w
down a mustard ca
jewel ry  were i n  i
f o r  h e r .  W e  t o l d
four  near  t h e  doo
to do  ou r  bes t  t o

That summer wa
Anna went t o  m i l k
found i t  had a l r e
mornings o f  r i s i r
w i th  t h e  c u l p r i t .
to. Aunty 's p lace
place t o  keep he:
place was l o w  one

That p a r r o t  wi
only way t o  hand
broomstick, and
th ing  was he rs ,
nip when she g o t
walked more than
what a  t i m e  we h



)n and t hey
t was s a l t  po rk
i t  was packed

1 a d r y  s a l t

head was Dou-
t f rom the  r a i l -
) was c e l e b r a t -
i t a i r s  was n o t

dancers g e t -
sough t h e
:ardous n i g h t
put on b lank -
ry t o  be
bies c raw l
ace.

everyone had
Also everyone
in  newspaper,
each lady
i t  was such

men f o l k s  wan-
ladies formed
at i n s i d e  t h e
5. Cosmet i cs
5ed having
thing touches.

)n se ts  o f
room dances
it  one c a l l

I t  was wonder fu l l y  e x c i t i n g  and I  s o  w e l l  remem-
ber w i t h  what enthusiasm Ben Plummer went th rough
the f i g u r e s .  T h e  dance l a s t e d  u n t i l  n i n e  t h e  n e x t
morning we heard l a t e r ,  b u t  many o f  us  l e f t  between
one and two  i n  t h e  morning,  o f f  on  o u r  l ong  home-
ward t r e k  on f o o t .

CHAPTER X V I I I

One summer t h e  Brewers and t h e  Henry Brookers
went t o  J u p i t e r  t o  hun t  a l l i g a t o r s  and t u r t l e  eggs.
Mrs. Brewer farmed o u t  h e r  p a r r o t  w i t h  us  and Aun t
Anna was t o  go up  and f eed  and m i l k  t h e  cow, and we
were t o  l u x u r i a t e  i n  t h e  m i l k .

The day t h e y  were l e a v i n g  Mrs.  Brewer brought
down a mustard can and s a i d  h e r  r i n g s  and e t h e r
jewe l ry  were i n  i t  and s a i d  f o r  us  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  i t
f o r  h e r .  W e  t o l d  h e r  t o  p u t  i t  up  on  t h e  two b y
four  near  t h e  door  i n t o  t h e  breeze way and promised
to do o u r  bes t  t o  guard i t .

That summer was f u l l  o f  s u r p r i s e s .  W h e n  Aunt
Anna went t o  m i l k  t h e  cow the  f i r s t  morn ing  she
found i t  had a l r eady  been m i l ked .  I t  t o o k  seve ra l
mornings o f  r i s i n g  e a r l i e r  and e a r l i e r  t o  c a t c h  up
wi th  t h e  c u l p r i t .  W e  cou ld  n o t  b r i n g  t h e  cow down
to. Aunty 's  p l ace  because t h e r e  was no  fenced i n
place t o  keep h e r ,  and a l s o  t h e  co rne r  o f  t h e  Brewer
place was l o w  and t h e r e  was no good pas tu rage .

That p a r r o t  was ano ther  t h i n g  t o  cope w i t h .  The
only way t o  handle  h e r  was t o  l e t  h e r  s t e p  on  a
broomstick, and t h e n  make su re  which end o f  t h e
th ing  was h e r s ,  and wh ich  you rs .  S h e  was prone t o
nip when she g o t  a  chance. O n c e  she g o t  l o o s e  and
walked more t h a n  h a l f  way t o  t h e  Brewer p l a c e ,  and
what a  t i m e  we had g e t t i n g  h e r  home on  t h a t  broom.
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The f a t a l  j o l t  came when t h e  Brewers r e tu rned .
Mrs. Brewer came f o r  he r  mustard can .  I t  was a l l
covered w i t h  cob webs t o  p rove  i t  had n o t  been
handled w h i l e  she was gone, b u t  when she opened i t ,
i t  was empty.  T h e  g o t  as  w h i t e  as  a  shee t ,  and t h e n
red a s  t h e  p r o v e r b i a l  bee t  and a l though  she s a i d
not a  word we could  read  h e r  thoughts .  S h e  went on
home and i n  a  coup le  o f  hours  came back l augh ing .
She had g i v e n  us  t h e  wrong can .  T h e  one she i n t e n d -
ed us  t o  keep had res ted  o n  t h e  f r o n t  porch  r a i l
o f  t h e i r  house a l l  summer, and had been unmolested
a l l  t h a t  t i m e .

CHAPTER XIX

The f i r s t  i n t i m a t i o n  Miss Lewis had t h a t  t h e
Evans f a m i l y  had decided t o  t r y  f o r  a  homestead i n
F lor ida  was a  re layed  message t h e  phone company
manager brought  us  t h e  evening be fo re  we l e f t
Michigan f o r  t h e  f i n a l  t r i p  down here  when Aunty
had d e f i n i t e l y  dec ided we would make t h i s  o u r  home.

Sure enough t hey  were w a i t i n g  f o r  us  a t  t h e
Lakeside S t a t i o n  i n  Chicago, and had added E a r l
and Raye and Fred and Jess ie  Loomis and t h e i r  baby
daughter Marian t o  t h e  aggregat ion .  A f t e r  t h e y
ar r ived he re ,  i t  t o o k  them severa l  months t o  f i n d
a c l a i m  t h a t  s u i t e d  them as t h e  coun t r y  had f i l l e d
up f a s t e r  than  Aunty eve r  imagined i t  would .

Eventual ly  t hey  b u i l t  t h e i r  two sma l l  l o g  cab ins
f a r  n o r t h  up Red land Road and west  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f
Coco Palm. T h e y  r e a l l y  had a  tough  t i m e  o f  i t .
None o f  them had e v e r  l i v e d  f a r  f r om Main S t r e e t
before and had never  worked o u t  o f  doors .

The f o l l o w i n g  summer t hey  reached t h e  p o i n t
where t h e y  f e l t  t h e y  had taken  a l l  t h e y  cou ld  o f
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lonliness and hardship o f  pioneering. E a r l y  one
morning we heard them coming down t h e  road w i t h
t h e i r  usua l  r a l l y i n g  c r y  "Hur rah  f o r  Mich igan"
r ing ing  on  t h e  s t i l l  morning a i r .  T h e y  tu rned  i n  a t
Aunty's pathway and Aunt  Anna cooked a  second b reak -
fast f o r  them. A l l  they wanted t o  keep o f  t h e i r
small possessions t h e y  had brought  down w i t h  them
was i n  t h e  s u i t  cases which t hey  were t a k i n g  t u r n s
carry ing.  A f t e r  r e s t i n g  awh i l e ,  t h e y  s t a r t e d  o n
and we walked t o  t h e  co rne r  w i t h  them.

Af te r  t hey  were gone we had a  s o r t  o f  l o s t ,  l o n e -
l y  f e e l i n g  t o o .  T h e y  were go ing  back where t h e y
would see t h e  o l d  f r i e n d s  and t h e  o l d  homesi te,  and
the coun t rys ide  we had l oved  so  w e l l .

We were r a t h e r  q u i e t  a l l  d a y,  t a l k i n g  o n l y  when
we wanted t o  express ourse lves  a t  t h e i r  s p i n e l e s s -
ness i n  g i v i n g  up so  e a s i l y .  A l l  t h e  t i m e  we were
r e a l l y  w ish ing  we had t h e  courage t o  do  l i k e w i s e .

Late t h a t  a f t e rnoon  we saw t h e  usua l  t e l l t a l e
g l i n t  o f  w h i t e  th rough t h e  t r e e s  and a s  usua l  spec-
ulated a s  t o  whether  i t  was a  s i l v e r  palm l e a f  t u r n -
ing i n  t h e  w ind ,  o r  someone coming down t h e  t r a i l .
Afternoons i t  was always someone coming o u t  f r om
town and mornings someone go ing  i n ,  b u t  we suddenly
rea l ized t h e r e  were no s i l v e r  palms t h a t  s i d e  o f
the t r a i l .  N o t  l o n g  a f te rwards  M r.  cnc". Mrs.  Evans
turned s i l e n t l y  i n t o  t h e  pathway and we welcomed
them. I t  was t o o  l a t e  f o r  them t o  wa l k  on t o  t h e i r
place b u t  no one,  t h e n ,  e v e r  thought  i t  imposs ib le
to p u t  up a  way fa re r  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .

As we s a t  a t  t h e  supper t a b l e t h e y  t o l d  u s  a f t e r
ge t t i ng  t o  town and t a l k i n g  i t  o v e r  -  p o s s i b l y  w i t h
Wi l l  Horne -  t h e y  decided t o  l e t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  go
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north but they themselves would remain i n  F lor ida
andhold on t o  what they had already t o i l e d  so
hard f o r .

Sleeping arrangements were very simple. T h e y
strung the  hammock up between the posts supporting
the rough l i t t l e  porch a t  the  s ide  o f  the  house
(by the  way the  most important addi t ion t h a t  summer)
and Mr.  Evans got  i n t o  the  hammock. They pinned
the one and only  mosquito bar  around him with safe—
ty pins,  and a lso  pinned the  r u f f l e s  o f  the  hammock
up over him to  insure him not f a l l i n g  ou t .  I  be—
ing the  youngest, gave my cot  t o  Mrs. Evans and
took a q u i l t  sans p i l low  on the  f l o o r .  A l o n g  the
wall a t  the  head o f  t h e i r  three  cots .  A u n t y  had
just  had a  regulat ion sized window ins ta l led  and
the moonlight made the  room unusually b r igh t .

Sleeping less  soundly than usual on the  hard
f loor,  I  thought o f  crawling and creeping things
and as  I  turned my head something s l i thered  across
the f l o o r,  a t  the  head o f  my p a l l e t .  N a t u r a l l y  I
gave a shr iek ,  and then rea l i zed  i t  was my own
braid. I  l a i d  back down and appeared t o  be asleep.
Bedlam broke loose — Mr.  Evans was t r y i n g  t o  extri—
cate himself from the hammock. A u n t y  l ighted t h e
lantern and they  began t ry ing  t o  f i n d  what had
scared me, b u t  I  s l e p t  through the  excitement as
far as t h e y  knew. F i n a l l y  t h e y  decided I  must
have had some kind o f  nightmare from my arms going
to sleep on the  hard f l o o r .  Had they ever learned
the r e a l  s t o r y,  I  would never have heard the  l a s t
of the  t a l e . ,  Next  morning we saw Mr.  and Mrs.
Evans o f f  on t h e i r  re turn t o  t h e i r  homestead and
they stuck i t  out  u n t i l  t ime t o  prove up.

The Loomis fami ly  also was discontented so f a r ■
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back f rom what sma l l  a c t i v i t i e s  t h e r e  were, and  as
soon as  t hey  cou ld  prove up  t h e y  made a  t e n t  and
moved o u t  near  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  co rne r
of  Redland and Bauer and n o t  much l a t e r  on i n t o
Homestead.

That l e f t  t h e i r  kinsman, b y  marr iage,  M r .  J o y
alone i n  t h e  w i lde rness ,  b u t  he  never  seemed t o  mind
i t .  H e  use t o  wa l k  i n t o  town occasional ly and a lways
stopped b y  f o r  d i n n e r,  b o t h  coming and g o i n g .  H e
had been a  fa rmer  up n o r t h  and even a f t e r  moving i n -
to town used t o  spend much t ime  on  h i s  o l d  f a r m  a lone .

CHAPTER XX

The g rea tes t  compliment t h a t  cou ld  be  pa id  anyone
in  t h e  e a r l y  days was t o  be  asked t o  be  a  w i tness
when someone was p rov ing  up on  a  homestead. A u n t y
was t hus  honored t h r e e  t imes  t h a t  I  remember. E a c h
occasion stood o u t  c l e a r l y  i n  h e r  mind.  I  heard
her r e l a t e  and compare them many t i m e s .

F i r s t  I  b e l i e v e ,  was when t h e  Hammonds asked h e r
to go up  w i t h  them. T h e y  owned a  l i t t l e  w h i t e  ho rse .
They came by f o r  h e r  and were t o  go i n t o  Homestead
and t h e n  by  t r a i n  t o  Miami a s  we understood i t .  S h e
was q u i t e  t h r i l l e d  o v e r  t h e  p rospec t  and wen t  o f f
i n  h i gh  s p i r i t s .

We spent  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  r e s t i n g  up f r o m  g e t t i n g
her o f f  t o  Miami and t h e  n e x t  i n  g e t t i n g  ready  t o
welcome h e r  home. W e  walked t o  t h e  co rne r  s e v e r a l
times t o  see i f  t h e y  were i n  s i g h t  f o r  t h e  t r a i n
schedule was v a r i a b l e ,  due  t o  t h e  many s t o p s  i t  made
to p u t  o f f  f r e i g h t .  F i n a l l y  we heard someone r o a r -
ing down t h e  road and stepped back i n t o  t h e  p a l -
mettos, a s  a  cha rac te r  named Henry Hunt rounded t h e
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corner i n t o  Redland Road wi th  a  zoom. H e  had a
new motor cycle and i t  was h i s  f i r s t  r i d e .  H a v i n g
made h is  entrance he glanced back, and h i s  face  went
blank as he gasped "Where's Berry? I  had him on the
back." H e  c i r c l e d  about  and we r e a l i z e d  he  was
ce lebra t ing  t h e  purchase o f  t h e  motor  c y c l e  and we
froze w i t h  f e a r  l e s t  he  come head on  i n t o  t h e  horse
and wagon as  he went back t o  hun t  B e r r y.  L u c k i l y
he missed them, and n e x t  we heard was vo i ces  sing—
ing hymn tunes loud  and l o n g ,  and t h e  l i t t l e  horse
was coming s l o w l y  down t h e  t r a i l .

At t h e  co rne r  Aunty t o l d  them t o  l e t  h e r  o u t  and
she s ta l ked  c i f  toward t h e  s-A--.ak w i t h o u t  a  word o f
fa rewel l  t o  them o r  g ree t i ng  t o  u s .  S h e  even f a i l—
ed t o  br ing g i f t s  f o r  a l l  when she had been gone
even a  short  t ime.  W e  followed meekly wondering
what had happened. A s  soon as we entered she burst
forth with the  information t h a t  they had gotten her
upset so much t h a t  she had forgotten t o  buy anything
for us,  and t h a t  she was through wi th  them forever.
Well, t h a t  was t h a t .

The second t ime ,  I  be l ieve  was Mr.  Joy who asked
her to  be a  witness. H e  was from our home town and
should have asked Tom Evans who was h i s  nearest
neighbor. When  Mr.  Rand asked h im  why he had asked
someone so many m i l es  f rom h i s  homestead, h e  s a i d
in  h i s  broad I r i s h  accent  — " I  w o u l d n ' t  want Teddy
Roosevelt t o  he  seeing across my papers"?

Well none o f  us  had thought  t h e  l e s s  o f  M r.  Evans
a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  known as  "Unlf?.  Tom", b e c a c e  he
could n o t  read o r  w r i t e .  I n s t e a d  we had a  deep re—
spect f o r  i n  f a c t  he  had t h e  most marvelous memory
we had e v e r  encountered.

I can remember how a bookkeeper a t  home had made
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a f e w  e x t r a  d o l l a r s  o r  maybe h i s  meat f o r  t h e  week
by coming t o  t h e  market evening a f t e r  evening and
tak ing down t h e  d a y ' s  s a l e s  i n  o r d e r.  T h e  l i t t l e
o f f i c e  o n  t h e  market was h o t  and t h e  man used t o
stand a t  a  h i g h  desk and j o t  t h e  i t ems  down as  Uncle
Tom named them o f f .  Cus tomers  would come and go and
he would r u n  o u t  and w a i t  on  them and he  would r u s h
back and go  on  w i t h  t h e  l i s t .  N o  one ever  compla in-
ed t h e y  had been overcharged.

I t  was Tom Evans who saved t h e  town once i n  t h e
great f l u ,  e p i d e m i c ,  when even t h e  horses had i t .
We, a l o n e ,  d i d  n o t  c o n t r a c t  t h e  d isease,  and eve ry
day he  s laughtered a  b e e f  and c u t  i t  up and went
from house t o  house so t h a t  every  f a m i l y  had a  p i e c e
of  meat f o r  soup making. O t h e r w i s e  people would
have s tarved t o  dea th ,  and many more would have d i e d .
Such a p e r s o n a l i t y  was Tom Evans, and we a l l  r e -
spected h im .

Mr. J o y ' s  answers were a l l  c l a s s i c s  on  t h a t  e v e n t -
f u l  day,  when asked where he  was bo rn  he answered
apo loge t i ca l l y  -  " I  d o n ' t  r e i g h t l y  remember, I  was
so young you know. "  A n d  when asked i f  he  was mar -
r i e d ,  h e  s a i d  "No,  and I  can  prove t h a t  b y  my b o y " .
-He was a  widower.

Aunty s tood b y  prompt ing and s t r a i g h t e n i n g  t h i n g s
out f o r  h im.  E v i d e n t l y  he had g r e a t  f a i t h  i n  h e r
a f t e r  t h a t  t i m e .  I  had t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  p l a c i n g
in  h i s  s o n ' s  hand t h e  o l d  gent leman's  d ischarge  pap-
ers f r om C i v i l  War days.  H e  had g i ven  them t o  h e r
f o r  sa fe  keep ing,  and I  found them among h e r  papers
a f t e r  she d i e d .

The crowning event  o f  p rov ing  even t  days was
when Mr.  G renne l l  asked h e r  t o  go a s  a  w i t ness  f o r
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him. H e  was h e r  ne ighbor  t o  t h e  west  where t h e
Byrums l a t e r  l i v e d .

Things had changed much and he  planned t o  make i t
a g a l a  occas ion,  and i n v i t e d  Miss  Longaker and me
to come a long .  E d .  Brooker  was runn ing  a  j i t n e y  o f
sor ts ,  and we engaged t h a t  as  a  means o f  making
the t r i p .  M r .  B rooke r ' s  i dea  o f  d r i v i n g  was t o  go
fas t  and l e a p  f r om  bump t o  bump r a t h e r  t han  t o  go
slowly down i n t o  t h e  l o w  p laces .  W e  were enthus-
i a s t i c  go ing  up  and saw much o f  t h e  coun t r y  we had
not p r e v i o u s l y  seen.  T h e  o f f i c i a l  bus iness  ove r
w i th  i n  t h e  l and  o f f i c e ,  w e  a l l  had l u n c h  a t  a  s m a l l
res taurant  t h a t  was keeping open d u r i n g  t h e  summer,
although most t h i n g s  o f  t h a t  s o r t  c losed when t h e
t o u r i s t  season was o v e r.  I t  was a  most wonder fu l
occasion.

Coming home my aunts  and I  t a l k e d  o f  making t h e
t r i p  aga in  j u s t  f o r  t h e  p leasure  o f  t h e  r i d e ,  b u t
next day when we t o o k  s t o c k  o f  o u r  ach ing muscles
and b l a c k  and b l u e  spo ts  we decided i t  would b e
more f u n  i n  r e t r o s p e c t  t h a n  i n  r e p e t i t i o n .

CHAPTER XXI

I n v i t a t i o n s  came u s u a l l y  by  word o f  mouth and
sometimes even second hand, f o r  i t  was hard t o  con-
t a c t  people who l i v e d  s e v e r a l  m i l e s  away.

The Ca lk ins  had f i n i s h e d  t h e i r  l i t t l e  home and
Mrs. C a l k i n s  decided t o  have a p a r t y  i n  my honor.
The drawback as  she f o r g o t  t o  i n v i t e  u s .  T h e  day
a r r i ved ,  and we had n o t  heard a  wh isper  even ove r
the grapev ine.  A b o u t  mid morning Mrs.  F r o r i e p  and
Otto J r .  and Mrs.  Brewer stopped b y  and asked i f
we were go ing  t o  t h e  p a r t y.  I  asked where and t h e y
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looked t e r r i b l y  embarrassed. T h e n  t hey  began t o
have doubts and began t o  d i scuss  among themselves
i f  t h e y  had made a  mis take and had misunderstood
the day o r  even t h e  week. The outcome was, t h e y  d e -
cided t h e y  might  b e t t e r  go on  and f i n d  o u t .

The usual  t h i n g  would have been t o  go anyway even
i f  we had n o t  heard o f  t h e  t h i n g  u n t i l  t h a t  moment
but t h e  two aun ts  were ove r  a t  t h e  o t h e r  homestead
and I  was l e f t  t h e r e  i n  charge w i t h  no arrangements
as t o  l o c k i n g  up and h i d i n g  t h e  k e y.

When Mrs.  F r o r i e p  and Mrs .  Brewer re tu rned  t h a t
afternoon they  were i n  a  s t a t e  o f  g r e a t  h i l a r i t y .
The p a r t y  had been f o r  me and I  had n o t  been i n -
v i t e d ,  s o  Mrs.  C a l k i n s  was do ing  i t  o v e r  t h e  n e x t
week. N o  one e l s e  ever  went t o  t h a t  much t r o u b l e
f o r  me as  I  remember i t .

Their  l i t t l e  house was o f  p o l e s ,  and i t  c o n t a i n -
ed many t r easu res .  A d d i e  had brought  f r o m  t h e
north w i t h  h e r  these  t r easu res .  L a t e r  t h e  f a m i l y
had a  l o v e l y  p iano ,  and t h e i r  home became t h e
musical cen te r  o f  t h e  coun t r ys i de .

Their  s t a i r  s teps  were t h e  p r i d e  o f  t h e  whole
area. M o s t l y  where t h e  c h i l d r e n  s l e p t  i n  t h e  l o f t
o f  a  p o l e  house t h e y  j u s t  s c u r r i e d  up  t h e  po les
as a  l a d d e r  when they  went t o  bed,  b u t  t h e  C a l k i n s
had r e a l  s t a i r  s t eps .

The F lo ra  g i r l s  l i v e d  across  t h e  way f r om  t h e
Calk ins,  and t h e  Eichenbergers n e x t  d o o r,  and t h e
g i r l s  used t o  come o u t  t o  Redland t o  h e l p  on  en -
ter ta inments Mrs .  C a l k i n s  was n i c e  enough t o  p u t  on
to a i d  t h e  Gu i ld  i n  i t s  p r o j e c t s .
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CHAPTER XXI I

Eating was t h e  g r e a t e s t  f o rm  o f  amusement down
here n a t u r a l l y ,  and Harvey 's  mother and grandmother
were t h e  bes t  cake bakers w i t h  Annie  a  c l o s e  second,
along w i t h  A l i c e  and t h e  two  daughters o f  t h e
F i t z p a t r i c k  f a m i l y.

Annie and Dan were t h e  most hosp i t ab l e  people im—
aginable and i t  t o o k  Annie  j u s t  about  two seconds
to t h i n k  up and make ready  f o r  a  p a r t y,  any  day and
any t i m e .  S h e  was t h e  f i r s t  woman t o  d r i v e  a  c a r
in  South Dade and what a  l o t  o f  p leasure  she gave
wi th  t h a t  l i t t l e  o l d  Brush r o a d s t e r.

A l i ce  was younger and busy w i t h  h e r  l i t t l e  fami—
l y,  s o  seldom went about  a s  much as  Ann ie .  T h e
l i t t l e  boys Bennie and Douglas (known as  Buddy)
were s h y,  b u t  used t o  come c a l l i n g  on me every  sum—
mer. T h e i r  news was always o f  what t h e y  had seen
in  t h e  g lades o r  woods o r  neighborhood and once i t
was Brewer 's  cow. I t  was an  i n t e r e s t i n g  and exc i t—
ing t o  t h e  sma l l  f r y  as  a  whole zoo .  I  remember
the boys con f ided  t o  me t h e y  had n o t  o n l y  seen i t ,
but had heard i t  b a r k .

One summer I  b rought  down a q u a n t i t y  o f  b l u e
p r i n t  paper,  and t h a t  was a  source o f  amusement t o
Otto F r o r i e p  who was a  l i t t l e  chap t h e n .  H e  would
p lay con ten ted ly  a l l  a f t e rnoon  w i t h  t h e  paper,  a n
old p r i n t i n g  f lame and some unwanted kodak f i l m s ,
whi le  h i s  mother v i s i t e d  o r  p rac t i ced  f o r  some e n —
ter ta inment  we were p repa r i ng .

Richard Fuchs was ano ther  c h i l d  I  knew and l i k e d .
That f a m i l y  moved i n  a  l o n g  t i m e  a f t e r  we came down,
and I  w e l l  remember t h e  f i r s t  summer a f t e r  t h e y
were here  and he  would r i d e  a long  t h e  s i d e  foad  w i t h
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his f a t h e r .  T h i s  i s  assoc ia ted i n  my mind w i t h  h i s
s i s t e r  O the l i a  Redd now — U t l e y  t o  t h e  o l d  t i m e r s —

Mr. and Mrs .  Fuchs used t o  d r i v e  i n  town t o  t h e i r
store e a r l y  mornings and u s u a l l y  Richard and U t l e y
fol lowed on  t h e i r  wheels.  R i c h a r d  was u s u a l l y  i n
U t ley ' s  ca re ,  and a  mer ry  chase he l e d  h e r .  H e r  one
overpowering t h r e a t  was t h a t  he  cou ld  n o t  go t o  t h e
Boy Choi r  i f  he misbehaved. H i s  vantage p o i n t  was
ge t t i ng  under t h e  house where she cou ld  never  reach
him w i t h  a  f i s h i n g  p o l e ,  because he was more a g i l e
than she i n  g e t t i n g  f r om p lace  t o  p l a c e .  O n c e  when
she d i d  outsmar t  h im and locked  h im  i n  t h e  p a n t r y,
he r e t a l i a t e d  b y  e a t i n g  a l l  t h e  j e l l o  s t o r e d  t h e r e
f o r  t h e  Sunday d e s s e r t .

I  a l s o  remember a  p a r t y  Mrs.  Fuchs had planned
f o r  h i s  b i r t h d a y,  and U t l e y  was t o  eng ineer  i t
through. T h e y  had improv ised a  l o w  t a b l e  on  t h e
f ron t  lawn,  and t h e y  brought  o u t  a  huge p l a t t e r  o f
candy t o  serve  as  a  c e n t e r  p i e c e .  B e f o r e  she cou ld
get i n t o  t h e  house and r e t u r n  w i t h  t h e  second en—
sta l lment  o f  t h e  ref reshments t h e  c h i l d r e n  had
pounced upon t h a t  candy.  A n  overs ized g i r l  g o t  t h e
blame o f  g e t t i n g  t h e  l i o n ' s  share because she had
an overs ized pocket  i n  one seam o f  h e r  s k i r t .

Eventual ly  U t l e y  had t o  phone h e r  mother t o
d r i ve  o u t  f r om town and b r i n g  rep len ishments ,  b e f o r e
the p a r t y  cou ld  go  o n ,  f o r  t h e  s m a l l  cakes and cook—
ies went t h e  same way o f  t h e  candy.

I  was present  o n l y  because I  had i n v i t e d  O t t o
Fror iep and Mason Roberts t o  spend t h e  day  w i t h  me
tha t  t h e y  might  a t t e n d  t h e  p a r t y.  O n  t h e  way home
I mentioned how s o r r y  I  was ove r  t h e  candy i n c i d e n t
and Mason sa id  " D o n ' t  you wor ry  Aunt  A n n i e ,  we have
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our pockets f u l l . "  S u r e  enough t h e y  were t h e  g u i l -
t y  ones i ns tead  o f  t h e  b i g  g i r l  upon whom t h e
blame r e s t e d .

CHAPTER X X I I I

Any new sound was i n t r i g u i n g  i n  those e a r l y  days
when t h e r e  were so  f ew  people down here .  O n e  sum-
mer a f te rnoon we heard a  v o i c e  d i s t i n c t l y  new t o
our ea rs ,  s o  s t a r t e d  o u t  t o  t r a c e  i t  down.

A M r s .  Merck who l i v e d  i n  a  s m a l l  l o g  cab in
about where t h e  B a l l a r d s  now l i v e ,  was j u s t  s t a r t -
ing o u t  t o  ask  us  i f  we knew what was making a l l
tha t  r a c k e t .  W e  j o i n e d  f o r c e s  and l oca ted  i t  a t
the back o f  what was known l a t e r  as  t h e  Eckman p lace .

We t o o k  o f f  th rough t h e  woods w i t h  no thought  o f
snakes o r  o t he r  dangers,  and came t o  a  s m a l l  c l e a r -
ing w i t h  l o g s  p i l e d  around i t  t o  be  used,  i f  need-
ed, f o r  smudge o r  i n  case o f  f r o s t  t h a t  n e x t  w i n t e r .

George Kosel  was t h e r e  w i t h  h i s  d i s k  p low and
mules making t h e  p l o t  ready f o r  c ropp ing .  H e  was
having more t han  h i s  share o f  t r o u b l e  i t  seemed t o
us, s topp ing  t o  f i x  o r  t o  make adjustments and he
never d i d  g e t  t o  where we had o u r  grandstand s e a t s ,
on t h e  l o g s .  E v i d e n t l y  he e v e n t u a l l y  had some m is -
hap he  cou ld  n o t  f i x ,  f o r  he loaded p a r t  o f  t h e
machine on h i s  wagon and d rove  o f f  i n  t h e  genera l
d i r e c t i o n  o f  Homestead. A l l  t h a t  summer h i s  d i s k
plow was t h e  c h i e f  sub jec t  o f  con t rove rsy.  M r .
Brewer a l s o  bought  one and t h e y  were i n  g r e a t  d e -
mand. T h a t  was o u r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  s c a r i f i e r .

One summer n i g h t  we heard a  chug chug coming
down what i s  known as Avocado D r i v e ,  t h e n  t h e  o n l y
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We l is tened and suddenly the  noise stopped a t
what we knew must be the  t u r n  i n t o  Redland Road,
Aunty asked "What do you th ink  t h a t  was" and I  t o l d
her i t  sounded l i k e  a  new contraption ca l led  a  motor
cycle. N o n e  had been seen o r  heard down here as  y e t .
I t  d id  not  s t a r t  up again and a f t e r  qu i te  a  long
spell o f  l i s ten ing  we dropped o f f  t o  s leep.  A t  t h e
f i r s t  s t r e a k  o f  dayl igh we remembered t h e  sound and
started out  t o  invest igate .  J u s t  a t  the  bend o f
the t r a i l  where i t  went o f f  i n t o  the  woods toward
the westward there  was a  motor cycle parked and
there was a  man asleep on a  shor t  board placed over
the seat  and handle bars,  and he had a  p iece o f
table o i l  c lo th  f o r  a  cover.  W e  went back t o  t h e
house and b u i l t  up the  f i r e  and s tar ted  breakfast
expecting the  way f a r e r  t o  come i n  f o r  d i rect ion
and have breakfast ,  f o r  no one ever  allowed a  chance
passer by t o  go without sharing the  meal, i t  was
ready o r  near ly  so.

The white bacon f r y i n g  sent out  the  usual t a n -
ta l i z ing  aroma, and t h e  eggs s i zz led  mer r i l y  and
the cof fee  boi led and added t o  t h e  love ly  break-
fast smells as we s e t  the  t a b l e  w i th  an ex t ra  p l a t e .

Suddenly the  whole countryside s t i l l n e s s  was
shattered w i th  the  sound o f  t h a t  motor s t a r t i n g
and away went the  way f a r e r  without a  glance back
towards the  house.

Our theor y was h i s  l i g h t s  had f a i l e d ,  and he
could not  make out  t h e  narrow t r a i l  t o  t h e  north

_41 -



so probab ly  stopped a s  he had p robab ly  many a n i g h t ,
and made h i m s e l f  comfor tab le  i n  h i s  own o r i g i n a l  way.

CHAPTER XXIV

Any u n f a m i l i a r  conveyance was a  c u r i o s i t y  I n  those
ear ly  t imes .  W e  knew a team going sou th  was i s u a l l y
e i t h e r  Mr.  Brevier o r  Mr.  F r o r i e p ,  and go ing  nc r th
Mr. Horne.  T h a t  was t h e  morning schedule.  A f t e r -
noons i t  was t h e  reve rse .

Therefore when a  s m a l l  b l u e  c a r  came chugging
down Redland Road one day we were a l l  agog.  I t
stopped a t  t h e  bond o f  t h e  road ,  and two  men go t
out ,  one  i n  t h e  f a m i l i a r  wh i t e  l i n e n  common on dress
occasions, and t h e  o t h e r  i n  what appeared t o  be
more nor the rn  appare l .  T h e y  stooped down and seem-
ed t o  be  g e t t i n g  something o f f  t h e  ground, and then
thought b e t t e r  o f  i t  and s t a r t e d  t o  wa lk  back t o
Aunty's shack.  W h e n  t hey  reached t h e  porch,  and
were about t o  ask  something, Aun ty  sa i d  " A r e  you
Jim P e r c i v a l ? "  T h e  man answered "No -  o n l y  h i s
twin b r o t h e r . "  J i m  P e r c i v a l  had been t h e  c a s h i e r
in  o u r  bank a t  home. T h e  second man came c l o s e r
and i t  proved t o  be  D r .  Jackson, who t hen  was r e c -
t o r  o f  S t .  Stephens Church a t  Coconut Grove. A
f r iendsh ip  s t a r t e d  on  t h a t  day t h a t  l a s t e d  many,
many years .

A f te r  t a l k i n g  over  people t h e y  knew i n  common
Mr. P e r c i v a l  s a i d  t h e y  had g o t t e n  o u t  o f  t h e  c a r
to g e t  a  sample o f  t h e  red  s o i l  t h e y  had heard so
much about ,  t h e n  decided t h e y  should  a s k  some-
one's permiss ion.  H e r s  be ing  t h e  o n l y  house i n
s igh t ,  t h e y  had walked back.

Our nex t  con tac t  w i t h  D r.  Jackson was when Aunt
Anna bought  one o f  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  Fords t o  come
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into  t h e  area and we were d r i v i n g  t o  Miami f o r  some
minor ad justment .  N o n e  o f  u s  knew roads t h e n ,  b u t
h is  l i t t l e  b l u e  c a r  came i n t o  s i g h t  and passed us
and we decided t o  f o l l o w  i t  and i f  necessary t o  a s k
questions l a t e r  as  t o  how t o  g e t  t o  Miami.  H e  l e d
us s t r a i g h t t o  t h e  Main S t r e e t  o f  t h e  c i t y  and once
there we asked o u r  way t o  a  garage.

Shor t ly  a f t e r  t h a t  we met Mrs .  Jackson a t  a  d i n -
ner i n  Coconut Grove and t h e  l a d i e s  banded them-
selves t o g e t h e r  i n  a  group t h a t  en te r ta i ned  back
and f o r t h  f o r  many yea rs .  M i s s  Mary Jackson and I
became s o r t  o f  assoc ia te  members a s  we drove f o r
them sometimes. S o  s m a l l  i s  t h e  wor ld  and so  many
the f a c e t s  o f  o u r  l i v e s  t h a t  we a r e  f o r e v e r  meeting
people who know o r  have known people we know o r
have known.

CHAPTER XXV

The ca rs  i n  those t imes  were o f t e n  a  source  o f
embarrassment and o f  anger.  T h e  Brewers and t h e
Bauers and Aun t  Anna bought  t h r e e  a t  one t i m e  and
the same t i m e  -  open Fords -  and a  M r.  H e i z e r  o f
Miami came down t o  teach  them t o  d r i v e .  H e  was
bored w i t h  l i f e  down here  and though t  one d a y ' s
i n s t r u c t i o n  p l e n t y,  and went  on  h i s  way r e j o i c i n g .
That was on  a  Sa tu rday.  N e x t  day was Sunday and
the t h r e e  proud owners decided t o  go  o u t  t h e  new
canal a t  F l o r i d a  C i t y .  T h e  road was nar row and
rough, b u t  we went .  M r .  Brewer headed t h e  p r o -
cession. A u n t  Anna l o s t  h e r  nerve a t  t h e  s i g h t
of  t h a t  road  and t h a t  wa te r  so  I  was do ing  t h e
d r i v i n g  w i t h  no i n s t r u c t i o n  except  what  I  had p i c k
ed up ove r  h e r  shou lder  i n  Mr.  H e i z e r ' s  h a l f  hou r
or s o .  M r .  Brewer s t ressed  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  we
should s t a y  f a r  a p a r t ,  a s  we migh t  n o t  be  a b l e  t o
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stop a t  w i l l ,  and he placed me second i n  l i n e  wi th
Mr. Bauer bringing up the  r e a r.  G o i n g  out  was not
so bad, b u t  we got the  scare o f  our l i v e s  t r y i n g
to t u r n  around out  a t  the  end o f  the  canal .  The
space d id  not  look as l a r g e  as the  average l i v i n g
room and t h e  water looked s w i f t  and deep. I t  was
lucky we met no one e i t h e r  going o r  coming, f o r
no one o f  us f e l t  expert  enough t o  go f a r  out  on
the edge o f  t h a t  narrow road.

Mrs. Grace Hooker had one o f  the  e a r l y  cars a lso
and one day her  husband the  l a t e  Henry Brooker —
asked her  t o  take  a  stranded salesman up t o  Miami.
She inv i ted  her  neighbor Mrs. Lee Lehman t o  go along
The way t o  Miami then was by going down t h a t  l i t t l e
h i l l  a t  Coconut Grove and they manipulated i t  safe—
ly without landing i n  the  bay,  b u t  a  t i r e  blew out .
They had a  spare i n  the  back seat .  T h e  Passenger
was not  too w e l l  versed i n  changing a  t i r e  but
wi l l ing .  T h e  lad ies  decided t o  walk back t o  t h e
l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  whi le  they had a  chance t o  see i t .
Left alone the  man studied t h e  s i tua t ion  and f in—
al ly  got out  h i s  pocket k n i f e  and c a r e f u l l y  bored
a hole i n  the  t i r e  f o r  the  par t  o f  the  inner  tube
where the  a i r  was t o  be pumped i n .  F i n a l l y  he got
discouraged and came t o  hunt them and they  manJ9ed
to get  Henry S r,  by  phone and he sent up a  new t i r e
and a  man by motor cycle t o  help them.

CHAPTER XXVI

Anyone who has ever  fought a  f o r e s t  f i r e  never
forgets the  experience. I n  the  e a r l y  times every
one turned out  t o  help,  knowing t h e i r  tu rn  might
come l a t e r .  T h e  pr imi t i ve  way o f  f i g h t i n g  f i r e  was
with croker sacks dipped i n  tubs o f  water o r  wi th
pine boughs t o  be t  i t  o u t .  T h e  men general ly  d id
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the actual  f i g h t i n g  b u t  the  women assumed t h e  r e -
sponsibil i ty o f  keeping the  water supply up t o  t h e i r
needs. I f  a  strong wind was blowing the  men came
out wi th  singed h a i r  and eye brows, and a  wheeze
from breathing so much smoke.

Fire f igh t ing  was the  nth  degree i n  democracy. I
remember one t ime when I  was carrying water t o  tubs
back near the  woods I  came upon Mr.  Krome's s i s t e r
Belle wielding a crocker sack wi th  the  best  o f  them,
although vhe was dressed i n  a  New York creat ion o f
brown ve lvet  and wore a  p ic tu re  ha t  trimmed i n  plumes.
Said she was having the  most exc i t ing  t ime o f  her
whole l i f e .

Whem Mr. Krome came up from the Keys t o  s tay  per -
manently he had a  t ruck  loaded w i th  barre ls  o f  wat-
er ready t o  go t o  a  f i r e  anyplace i n  the  neighborhood.

Nothing funny ever happened a t  a  f i r e ,  b u t  once as
far as I  know t h a t  was a  secre t  between Mrs. Wolfe,
my aunt and me u n t i l  t h e  present reve la t ion .  T h e
Wolfes l i ved  where Jason Avery now l i v e s .  H e  was
a r e t i r e d  preacher and she a  s a i n t l y  lady  who mis-
sed her  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  church work, f i l l e d  h e r  days
with k indly  deeds t o  h e r  f r iends and neighbors.

One day a  roar ing f i r e  was coming i n  from the
west. I t  was a l l  woods t h e n  back f r om Redland Road
with j u s t  t h e  f e w  s t r i p s  o f  g roves .  A u n t y  had p l a n t -
ed on Redland Road proper and a  smal l  acreage o f
avocados. M r .  a Te n n e l l  had a  g rove  and t h e  Co t ton
place a s  on t o  t h e  west  and o f  course ,  o n  t h e  sou th
side o f  Avocado was t h e  Fuchs home. T h e  o t h e r  home-
steaders o f f  t o  t h e  west  had e i t h e r  s o l d  t h e i r  p l a c -
es o r  moved o f f  and l e f t  them.

Back f i r i n g  was t h e  main i dea  i n  s topp ing  a  f i r e
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and Wally Walton and Mr.  F i loon wanted t o  s t a r t  a
back f i r e  f rom Aunty's f i r e  guard.  S h e  was more
experienced than they and wanted i t  s tar ted  a t
least a  qu , - r ta r  o f  a  mile  t o  t h e  wes t ,  I n  o rde r
to g ive  f igh t ing  leeway.  T h e  argument got  hot  and
hotter u n t i l  f i n a l l y  she  to ld  them i f  they struck
a match a t  her  f i r e  guard she would s t r i k e  one a —
cross t h e  road and g i v e  them p l e n t y  t o  do t o  pro—
tec t  t h e i r  own p lace  which i s  acreage where t h e
Bushnell now l i v e .  They s t r u c k  t h e i r  match and she
struck hers  Fnd p r e s e n t l y  t h e r e  was such a r o a r i n g
f i r e  a s  ncever was f o r  t h a t  s t r e t c h  had never  been
burned o v e r.

Luck i ly  t h e  wind suddenly d ied  down and t h e  f i r e
burned i t s e l f  o u t ,  w i t h  no damage t o  t h e  grove.  The
crowd d ispersed and o n l y  a  f e w  stayed on  t o  h e l p
r o l l  back stumps t h a t  were s t i l l  a f i r e  and might
spread sparks l a t e r .  A u n t y  went home t i r e d  out  —
she l i v e d  across from us, a t  the  t ime.

Sometime about the  middle o f  the  n ight  she
thought she heard someone c a l l i n g  her  name. S h e
did not  sleep very we l l  and was s o r t  o f  befuddled
and i n  a  h a l f  awake — h a l f  sleep s t a t e  o f  mind
wondered i f  i t  was her  conscience t roubl ing her  f o r
having struck t h a t  match i n  a  f i t  o f  temper. T h e n
she heard i t  again — Miss Lewis, Miss Lewis. B y
that t ime she was wide awake and got  up and went
to the  back door t o  l i s t e n .  T h e n  she ca l led  out
"Who a r e  you,  and what do you want?"  T h e n  came
the answer — " I  am Mrs. Wolfe.  W o n ' t  you please
l ight  your 1.,:z1p so I  can f ind  my way in?"  A u n t y
l i t  the  lamp end f o r  e x t r a  measure h e r  l a n t e r n  and
put i t  on  t h e  back s teps .  T h e n  she began t o  wonder
i f  i t  was aLvezdy get t ing  day l i g h t  f o r  she could
see more p l a i n l y  and sure enough Mrs. Wolfe was
coming up through her  grove.
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When she g o t  t o  t h e  house Aunty met h e r  on t h e
steps and Mrs .  Wol fe  t o l d  h e r  she had done some-
th ing  t e r r i b l e .  G r a d u a l l y  she unfo lded t h e  t a l e .
Henry Ca r te r  had guarded h i s  own l i t t l e  ac re  o f
woods a l l  a f te rnoon  i ns tead  o f  j o i n i n g  i n  t h e  gen-
era l  f i r e  f i g h t i n g .  F o r g e t t i n g  t h a t  he  su f f e red
from a lame l e g ,  she  considered h i s  a c t i o n  n e i t h e r
f a i r  no r  n e i g h b o r l y.  S h e  s a i d  she thought  i t  ove r
and f i n a l l y  p rayed  o v e r  i t  and decided t h e  Lord
wanted h e r  t o  be  h i s  agent  i n  met ing o u t  r e t r i b u t i o n .
She had g o t t e n  up o u t  o f  bed and gone o u t  t h e r e  by
he rse l f  and gathered enough b l a z i n g  faggo ts  f r om
around bu rn ing  stumps t o  l i g h t  t h e  ac re  on  a l l
sides and s e t  i t  ab laze .  T h e n  she became f r i g h t -
ened a t  what she had done and l o s t  h e r  sense o f
d i r e c t i o n  and cou ld  n o t  f i n d  h e r  way home. B y
going back t o  t h e  edge o f  t h e  f i r e  p r o p e r ,  she  de -
ducted t h a t  she was somewhere back o f  Miss Lew is '
place and decided t o  t r y  and awaken h e r  and a s k  h e l p .

Those two o l d  l a d i e s  s a t  on  t h e  back s teps  a l -
t e rna te l y  wondering i f  Mr.  C a r t e r  would wake up and
discover what had happened and i f  s o ,  wha t  he cou ld
do about  i t ;  and t h e n  laugh ing  l i k e  a  coup le  o f
mischievous schoo l  g i r l s ,  o v e r  a  p rank .

Meantime t h e  b laze  was going up t h e  p i n e  t r e e s
l i k e  a  g i ddy  honeysuckle and t h e  whole coun t rys ide
was l i g h t i n g  up .  E v i d e n t l y  everyone was t o o  worn
out by  t h e  d a y ' s  proceedures,  t o  waken. A s  t h e
f i r e  d i e d  down Mrs.  Wol fe  went home hav ing  sworn
Aunty t o  sec recy.  I t  was t o o  good a  s t o r y  f o r
Aunty t o  keep t o  h e r s e l f  so  she  t o l d  me and t h e
three o f  us  shared t h e  g u i l t y  s e c r e t  a l l  t h e s e  years .

Next morning Mr.  C a r t e r  was dumbfounded a t  what
had happened and came up  and t o l d  Aun ty  he  d i d  n o t
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see how such a  t h i n g  cou ld  have happened and t h a t
sparks f r om a bu rn ing  p i n e  must have blown ove r  i n
the n i g h t .  I  watched A u n t y ' s  f a c e  and n o t  a  f l i c k -
er o f  change o f  express ion d i d  i t  show, s h e  l i s t e n -
ed and s a i d  no th i ng .

CHAPTER XXVII

As f a r  as  I  know Aunty never  fanc ied  h e r s e l f  as
a soo th  saye r.  H o w e v e r,  one  prophecy she made came
true t o  t h e  l e t t e r .  I t  happened t h u s l y  -  one w i n -
t e r  morning t hey  were o u t ,  a s  usua l  t o  see  i f  a  new
lea f  had opened on  one o f  t h e  young orange t r e e s  o r
i f  some presuming worm o r  bug had taken  up res idence
when a  man came a long t h e  road .  T h e r e  was b u t  one
road them -  Redland -  and i t  went r i g h t  b y  t h e i r
dooryard. E v e r y  newcomer seemed t o  s o r t  o f  l oose
heart  a f t e r  making t h e  t u r n  t h e r e  and n i n e  o u t  o f

. . t e n  stopped t o  ask  i f  t h e y  were on  t h e  r i g h t  road ,
as i f  t h e r e  were any o t h e r .  T h i s  man was unmis-
takably  f rom t h e  n o r t h ,  and he  wore ,a heavy w i n t e r
s u i t  ancLovercoat and was red  o f  f a c e  and p e r s p i r i n g
f r e e l y. '  They.passed; thec t ime o f  day and assured
him, t he  F r o r i e p  p i q c e m w o n  ahead and t h a t  he  cou ld
not miss i t  i f  he  fol lowed, t h e  t r a i l .

Any passerby was good f o r  a  whole day -  conversa-
t i o n a l l y  so o f f  and on  t h e y  discussed h im  and s u r -
mised where he came f rom and wondered what  homestead
he was t h i n k i n g o f  f i l i n g  o n  and a l l  t h e  o t h e r
th ings people-wanted t o  know about a  new ne ighbor.
Several hours  l a t e r  t h e y  heard what  sounded l i k e  a
c h i l d ' s  v o i c e .  H e  was n o t  c r y i n g  b u t  h i s  v o i c e
had a  d i s t i n c t l y  w a i l i n g  q u a l i t y .  O n e  o f  t h e  aunts
went o u t  t o  see what i t  cou ld  b e .  P a n t h e r s  were
supposed t o  make a  sound l i k e  a  c h i l d  c r y i n g ,  b u t
they t r a v e l e d  o n l y  a t  n i g h t .
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In t h e  f r o n t  yard  s tood  a  pocke t  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e
morning's v i s i t o r  even t o  t h e  overcoat  and r e d  f a c e .
He was probab ly  a l l  o f  f i v e  o r  s i x  years  o l d ,  p u l l -
ing h imse l f  t o g e t h e r  he asked "Has anybody seen a  man
They assured h im they  had and coaxed h im  t o  r e s t
and t e l l  h i s  s t o r y .  H e  s a i d  h i s  f a t h e r  had l e f t
him a t  t h e  s t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  luggage w h i l e  he went
to f i n d  t h e i r  f r i e n d s .  N a t u r a l l y  t h e  f a t h e r  d i d  n o t
know cond i t i ons  here  n o r  t h a t  t h e  usua l  d i r e c t i o n
you g o t  was " A r i g h t  smar t  p i ece  t h a t  away and a
long l o o k  a f t e r  t h e  second t u r n "  o r  something t o
tha t  e f f e c t .

The l i t t l e  boy had become l o n e l y  and maybe f r i g h t -
ened and p o s s i b l y  someone had suggested t h a t  he  wa lk
a l i t t l e  way down t h e  t r a i l  and see i f  h i s  f a t h e r
was coming, neve r  dreaming he would go  on  and o n .
I  d o n ' t  know i f  t h e y  persuaded h im  t o  come i n  t o
the house o r  i f  he was hungry,  b u t  anyhow n o t  l o n g
a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l  A u n t y ' s  accustomed e a r s  caught
the sound o f  a  horse  and wagon coming f rom t h e  n o r t h .
She t o l d  t h e  youngster  h i s  f a t h e r  was p robab ly  on
the wagon w i t h  Mr.  F r o r i e p  f o r  we knew t h e  F r o r i e p s
too w e l l  t o  e v e r  t h i n k  he would a l l o w  t h e  newcomer
to make t h e  t r i p  back a f o o t .  S u r e  enough i t  was a s
she s a i d  and t h e y  stopped and i n t r o d u c t i o n s  were i n
order,  and a l l  t h e  mys te r ies  o f  whence t h e y  had
come and what t r a c t  t h e y  hoped t o  g e t  were c lea red
up.

Aunty's prophecy was "Tha t  boy w i l l  make a  f i n e
upstaninding c i t i z e n  i f  you s e t t l e  h e r e . "  S h e  a d -
mired h i s  courage i n  s t a r t i n g  o u t  by  h i m s e l f  t o  hun t
h is  f a t h e r  and i n  c o n t r o l l i n g  h i s  c r y i n g  and t e l l -
ing h e r  what he  wanted t o  f i n d  o u t .  T h a t  c h i l d  was
F r i t z  Rutzky and you  can judge  f o r  yourse lves  how
we l l  h e r  prophecy was f u l f i l l e d .
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CHAPTER XXVI I I

Here i s  a  b i t  o f  o l d  t i m e  ph i losophy t h a t  has
stood b y  me through t h e  yea rs .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  days
a M r.  and Mrs .  Lamb, who l i v e d  i n  Homestead were
h igh ly  respected peop le .  M r s .  Lamb d i d  f i n e  sew—
ing and d ress  making t o  h e l p  o u t  on  t h e  f a m i l y  i n—
come and M r.  Lamb had a  s m a l l  horse and a  d r a y  and
did hau l i ng  i n  and abou t .  O n e  day as  Aunty  and I
were wa lk ing  i n t o  town f o r  t h e  week's supp ly  o f
grocer ies,  we saw a ne ighbor  wa lk ing  o u t  toward t h e
t r a i l  i n  f r o n t  o f  h e r  house. A s  we drew nearer  we
could see she was c a r r y i n g  a  bucke t ,  n e a r e r  s t i l l
we cou ld  see a  sack  o f  ch icken feed a t  t h e  roads ide .
Tac t less l y  I  asked why she had n o t  had M r.  Lamb de—
l i v e r  i t  around under  t h e  shed a t  t h e  back o f  h e r
house, and she s a i d  i t  would have c o s t  h e r  a  dime
more. S t i l l  be ing  dumb I  remarked " B u t  you cannot
carry  t h a t  sack o f  feed back t h e r e  y o u r s e l f " .  She
answered s o f t l y  " I  can,  a  l i t t l e  a t  a  t i m e . "
Someway t h a t  remark stayed i n  my mind and o f t e n  I
have found h e r  ph i losophy was sound. W h a t  may
seem unsurmountable, i f  taken  a  l i t t l e  a t  a  t i m e ,
becomes easy and may even prove t o  be a  j o y .

CHAPTER XXIX

Here i s  a  t a l e  t o l d  me by  C l o v i s  Walker,  who
proudly admits  he was an  o l d  t i m e r  o f  t h e  rugged
days v,:-Icn I-lomestead was j u s t  emerging f rom t h e
wi lds  as  a  town.  I n  t h i s  day and age when a p a i n
or a  .7 .c r tch  sends people s c u r r y i n g  t o  a  c l i n i c  o r
hosp i ta l  t h i s  seems h a r d l y  b e l i e v a b l e  b u t  M r.  Wal—
ker can vouch f o r  i t s  t r u t h .  H e  was t h e r e .

A co lo red  man somehow was r u n  ove r  b y  a  t r a i n
and h i s  l e g  c u t  o f f .  N o  one then  had a  c a r  so  i t

— 5 0 -

1

rr

•

would have been
up f rom h i s  homy

Dr. Brooks, who
and he ld  o f f i c e  I
Store, was n o t  a
to a  few  men i n
man. A  Mr.  Coch
and Hornes had a
of where t h e  Red
ed some ch loro fo :
ing thread and a
from h i s  w i f e ,  a l
shop loaned h i s
ment a t  hand t h e
crushed p o r t i o n
back t h e  f l e s h  a
end o f  t h e  bone
i t  up .  T w o  week
i f  no th ing  unusu
f u l  person imagi

Whenever avoc
ed o f  these b i t s
to you.  O n  one
tha t  f i r s t  summe
strange l o o k i n g
Grocery S tore  an
I t  was n o t  as  l a
and when we dec i
overreached i t s
was mushy. M r s .
to ld  u s  l a t e r ,  a
was so unappeti2
the e d i b l e  p a r t .
against t h e  depl



that  has
ear ly days
tead were

f ine  sew-
family i n -
a d ray  and

unty and I
upply o f
t  toward t h e
w nearer we
arer s t i l l
the roadside.
Or. Lamb de -
)ck o f  her
ler a  dime
you cannot

; e l f " .  She
me."
id o f t e n  I
tat may
t  a  t ime ,
j o y.

er,  who
e rugged
Dm the
ul a  pa in
c l i n i c  o r
Mr. Wel -

se.

a t r a i n
;ar s o  i t

would have been u t t e r l y  imposs ib le  t o  g e t  D r .  Tower
up f rom h i s  homestead f o r  t h e r e  was a l s o  no  road .

Dr.  Brooks,  who made occas iona l  v i s i t s  t o  Homestead
and he ld  o f f i c e  h o u r s  on t h e  f r o n t  porch  o f  Horne 's
Store, was n o t  a v a i l a b l e ,  s o  i t  was d i s t i n c t l y  up
to a  f ew  men i n  town t o  do  something f o r  t h e  poor
man. A  Mr.  Cochran, k i n  t o  t h e  Caves, Campbells
and Hornes had a  t i n y  d rug  s t o r e  o f  s o r t s  j u s t  n o r t h
of  where t h e  Redland H o t e l  now stands and he  f u r n i s h -
ed some ch lo ro fo rm and s t e r i l i z e d  some coarse sew-
ing thread and a  da rn ing  needle probab ly  borrowed
from h i s  w i f e ,  and t h e  Mr.  Nobles who r a n  a  meat
shop loaned h i s  meat saw. W i t h  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  e q u ip -
ment a t  hand t h e  men proceeded t o  amputate t h e
crushed p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  legbone.  T h e y  then  tu rned
back t h e  f l e s h  and a f t e r  accompl ishing a  c l e a n  c u t ,
end o f  t h e  bone t h e y  rep laced t h e  f l e s h  and  sewed
i t  up .  T w o  weeks l a t e r  t h e  man was up  and about  a s
i f  no th ing  unusual  had happened and t h e  most g r a t e -
f u l  person imaginable  t h a t  h i s  l i f e  had been save.

CHAPTER XXX

Whenever avocado season r o l l s  around I  am remind-
ed o f  these b i t s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  me and t h e y  may be
to you .  O n  one o f  o u r  i n f r e q u e n t  t r i p s  t o  Miami
tha t  f i r s t  summer I  v i s i t e d  my aun ts ,  we saw those
strange l o o k i n g  l i t t l e  a l l i g a t o r  pears  i n  B rady ' s
Grocery S to re  and decided t o  buy on  a t  f i f t y  c e n t s .
I t  was n o t  as  l a r g e  as  t h e  average B a r t l e t t  pear
and when we decided i t  was mel low enough i t  had
overreached i t s  p r ime ,  and t h e  v e r y  t h i n  e d i b l e  p a r t
was mushy. M r s .  Bow had bought  one once,  a s  she
to ld  u s  l a t e r ,  and had decided s i n c e  t h e  green p a r t
was so  unappet iz ing  l o o k i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  seed must be
the e d i b l e  p a r t .  S h e  saved i t  c a r e f u l l y  wrapped
against t h e  depredat ion  o f  roaches and r a t s  u n t i l
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eventually she discovered her  mistake.

Aunty was a  t h r i f t y  soul and was not  going t o  l e t
that f i f t y  cents  invested go t o  waste, so  she p lant -
that seed about t en  f e e t  from the corner o f  her  log
cabin a t  the  corner o f  Red land Road and Avocado -
then ca l led  Widows' Row. I t  sprouted and grew and
each summer she showed me proudly what i t  had done.
Eventually the  seventh summer i t  bore one f r u i t  and
i t  became a  d a i l y  r i t e  t o  go out  and admire i t .

Fearing i t  might drop and g e t  bruised on the
rocks, Aunty made a s o r t  o f  hammock f o r  i t  out  o f  a
croker sack and began t o  speculate i f  i t  would r ipen
before I  had t o  leave.  I t  d id  and she f e l t  t h a t
was an event worthy o f  a  P a r t y.  She inv i ted  t h e  Fror -
ieps and Brewers and Mrs. Bow and Mac, b u t  i t  was
Aunt Anna who had t o  decide how t o  use i t  t h a t
everyone might share i t .

F i rst  o f  a l l  she made a  j a r  o f  boi led salad dress-
ing and put  i t  i n  a  pan o f  water wi th  a  b i t  o f  o ld
turkish towel dragging i n  the  water t h a t  evapora-
tion might keep i t  cool ,  f o r  i c e  could be bought
only i n  300 pound blocks, and we had no way t o  keep
i t .  T h e r e  was a lso the  problem o f  get t ing  i t  out
from town before i t  melted from the t r i p  down from
Jacksonville and i t s  delay i n  the  depot e t c .

Next on the  agenda was an e a r l y  morning s t a r t .
The day o f  the  party  a  chicken was stewed and some
potatoes boi led -  By the  way potatoes were a  r a r e
treat  i n  those days. N o  one had l e t t u c e  t o  use
and I  t h i n k  i t  was years l a t e r  t h a t  Pear l  S k i l l
thought up sprouting ce lery  seed f o r  seasoning.
There were eggs t o  be boi led and onions t o  be minc-
ed and Aunt Anna then thought she was ready t o  con-
coct the  salad which became the  basis o f  a  par ty
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there a f t e r .  W e  and my daughter s t i l l  have a  l a r g e
glass bowl i n t o  which she put  the  f in ished product.
The recipe was about as fol lows -  Equal par ts  o f
boiled potatoes and avocado diced,  two o r  three hard
boiled eggs d iced  w i t h  a  f e w  s l i c e s  saved f o r  deco-
rat ion,  a  small  amount o f  home made p i c k l e s  chopped.
The boiled dressing was o f  course the  f in ish ing
touch, a long with the  chicken. I  can s t i l l  see,  i n
my mind's eye,  t h a t  t a b l e  s e t  on the  t i n y  f r o n t
porch o f  t h a t  l i t t l e  o ld  l o g  cabin,  t h e  best t a b l e
cloth and ch ina  and s i l v e r  and t h a t  b i g  g l a s s  bowl
of salad,  t h e  inev i tab le  guava j e l l y ,  n o t  b iscu i ts
and a  huge dish o f  macaroni and cheese.

You o f  t h i s  day cannot appreciate what a  f e a s t
that was. P o t a t o e s  and cheese were hard t o  ge t  and
the usual d a i l y  f a r e  was g r i t s  and Homestead turkey
(white bacon o r  s a l t  pork f r i e d ) .  T h e  dessert was,
of course, Key Lime p i e  and never have I  seen such
meringue as my Aunt Anna could r a i s e  i n  t h a t  l i t t l e
old wood cook stove.

Then avocados became p l e n t i f u l ,  a  common par ty
menu always contained chicken salad served i n  small
avocado halves, and o f  course people a t e  them with
lime j u i c e  o r  s a l t  out  o f  the  s h e l l .  L a t e r  we
learned i n  Mexico they mashed them End each added
whatever seasonings he prefe2red.  I t  was Jack
Krome who was i no rd5na t . , l y  fona o f  green beans, so
his mother t a u  ' : t  1-;,.! t o  sa•,. a%0.7ados b y  serving
them i n  s l i v e r s  m.J1-e o r  less  l i k e  beans.

We who l i v e d  th Io l :gh  t h e  wonder fu l  age o f  devel -
opment down i n  South Dade f e e l  especia l ly  blessed
in having been p a r t  o f  a l l  t h e  things t h a t  have
become common now.
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I  remember d r i v i n g  t o  South A l l a p a t t a h  t o  see some
canned Avocados a t  t h e  S h a f f t  J e l l y  P lace and t o
George C e l l o n ' s  t o  see t h e  f i r s t  mango t r e e s  p laced
on s a l e .  M y  Aunt  and I  each bought two under  pro—
t e s t  f o r  h i s  o rde rs  were f a r  ahead o f  what  he
could d e l i v e r .  M i n e  went t h e  way o f  hu r r i canes
l a t e r  b u t  he rs  was s t i l l  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  l and  was
cleared r e c e n t l y,  some f o r t y  f i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r .

There use t o  be  heated d i scuss ions  as  t o  t h e  de—
s i r a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  peach mango o r  No. i i .  T h e
Kosels were p a r t i a l  t o  Sunddashas, each person who
grew a seed l i ng  was su re  i t  was a  p r i z e  w inner.
Small boys r o l l e d  mangoes as  you do lemons t o  soft—
en them and sucked them o u t  o f  t h e  s k i n s  never
th ink ing  o f  mango po ison ing .  M o s t  people  j u s t  r e—
t i r e d  t o  t h e  p r i v a c y  o f  t h e i r  k i t chens ,  and i f  t h e y
had a  s i n k ,  l e t  t h e  j u i c e  r u n  down t h e i r  elbows
in to  i t .

The f i r s t  f o r m a l  p resen ta t i on  I  e v e r  witnessed
was a t  a  luncheon g iven  by  Mrs.  Barney Wald in ,  S r .
She had h e r  t a b l e  s e t  w i t h  I r i s h  l i n e n  and Haval ind
China and c u t  g l a s s  and s t e r l i n g  s i l v e r ,  b u t  when
i t  was desser t  t i m e ,  she  handed each o f  us  a  d i s h
towel and l e d  u s  t o  h e r  ou tdoor  pump where a  smudge
pot emi t ted  t h i c k  b l ack  mangrove fumes t o  keep t h e
mosquitos away. T h e r e  on  t h e  t a b l e  was a  c u t  g l ass
punch bowl o f  mangos, and many sma l l  p e e l i n g  kn i ves .
As guests  we j u s t  peeled and a t e  and washed o u r
hands and mouths as  needed, and she k e p t  on  bring—
ing o u t  more t f l r pen t i ne  mangos as  f a s t  as  t h e y  sup—
ply  g o t  l o w.  I t  was a  t r e a t  never  t o  be  f o r g o t t e n .
May you r  mango and avocado f r i e n d s h i p  be  as  c l o s e
and l a s t i n g  as  mine.

CHAPTER XXXI

One evening a t  t h a t  a l l  impo r t an t  ch icken  feed ing
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time we found a  n o t e  f r om Mrs. Bow on t h e  d o o r.  She
was having a  r e c i t a l  a t  h e r  home and wanted u s  t o
come. A f t e r  a  h u r r i e d  supper  we l i g h t e d  t h e  l a n -
terns and s t a r t e d  f o r  t h e  Bow home on  Widow's Row.
She had h e r  few  c h a i r s  suppl imented b y  f i e l d  c r a t e s
l ined up i n  t h e  ha l lway  o f  h e r  l i t t l e  house and i n
the breezeway she had a  c u r t a i n  hung. A l l  h e r  lamps
were grouped about  i n  t h a t  breezeway. S h e  gave a
pre l im inary  t a l k  on t h e  program she had planned and
then p roud ly  drew t h e  c u r t a i n  t o  r e v e a l  a  brand new
v i c t r o l a .  Tha t  was something! B u t  be fo re  t h e  f i r s t
record was ad jus ted  t h e  l i g h t s  began t o  f l i c k e r  and
one by  one t h e y  went o u t  as  she went f r a n t i c a l l y
from one t o  another  t r y i n g  t o  t r a c e  t h e  t r o u b l e .
F i n a l l y  something dawned on  h e r  and she c a l l e d  o u t
"Mac d i d  you f i l l  t h e  lamps when I  t o l d  you  t o  ? "  He
said he  d i d .  T h e n  she asked " D i d  you  have t h e  o i l
can f i l l e d  when I  t o l d  you  t o ? "  a n d  h e  s a i d  " y e s ,
mother, I  f i l l e d  i t  m y s e l f . "  T h e n  i n  a  b l i s t e r i n g
tone she asked "Where?" and l i t t l e  Mac s a i d  i n  a
wee, f a i n t  v o i c e  " A t  t h e  pump."

Well t h a t  ended t h e  p a r t y  f o r  w i t h o u t  l i g h t s  she
could n o t  manipulate t h a t  new fang led  p l a y t h i n g  she
had planned t o  s u r p r i s e  and e n t e r t a i n  us  w i t h .  N o
one f e l t  j u s t i f i e d  i n  d e p l e t i n g  a  l a n t e r n  o f  f u e l
when i t  was a  necess i t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  home l a t e r .

CHAPTER XXXII

Before t h e  F.E .C .  was f i n i s h e d ,  t h e  t r a i n s  r a n
to K n i g h t ' s  Key Dock and f r o m  the re  i t  was p o s s i b l e
to  con t inue  on  t o  Key West by  boa t  o r  f e r r y ,  s o  t h e
t r i p  was considered q u i t e  t h e  swanky t h i n g  t o  d o .
That was probab ly  t h e  reason Frank and P e a r l  S k i l l
chose i t  f o r  t h e i r  wedding t r i p .  T h e y  re tu rned  t o
spend t h e  week end w i t h  Mr.  and Mrs .  Henry  Brooker,
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Sr. who l i ved  west o f  F lor ida C i t y,  on what i s  now
Palm Avenue. S i n c e  Frank was obliged t o  be back i n
Miami f o r  work Monday Morning, t h e y  were t o  walk
into F lor ida  C i t y  and catch the  3  A.M. t r a i n .  A s
they trudged along, h e  carrying the  two s u i t  cases,
they heard a  t r a i n  whist le  f a r  down the  road.  Frank
dropped the  s u i t  cases and t o l d  her  t o  stand guard
over them while he ran t o  f l a g  down the  t r a i n .  T h a t
was a  rout ine  procedure i n  those days f o r  t r a i n s
stopped anywhere t o  load o r  unload f r e i g h t  o r  take
on passengers, who could not  meet the  t r a i n  a t  the
stations. Schedules were more f l e x i b l e  than  now.
Pearl stood there  i n  the  midst o f  the  pine woods,
and a l l  she heard was c a l l s  o f  n ight  b i rds  and
croaks o f  f rogs and sometimes a  f a i n t  r a t t l i n g  i n
the grass o r  bushes. A f t e r  one more wi ld  look  over
her shoulder she grabbed both s u i t  cases and s p r i n t -
ed a f t e r  Frank and, i n  f a c t ,  bea t  him to  t h e  s ta t ion

In sp i te  o f  t h e i r  f r a n t i c  signals the  t r a i n  sped
by and i t  was some t ime before i t  dawned on them
i t  was a  special  carrying higher-ups, and t h a t  the
regular t r a i n  would not  be along f o r  another hour.
I t  stopped as expected, and a l l  ended w e l l .!.s

CHAPTER XXXI I I

Sometimes shen the  current  goes o f f  you might
,diaw comfort from t h i s  t a l e  o f  e a r l y  days. I t  was a

long t ime ago t h a t  the  Loveland fami ly  came from
Chicago and stopped o f f  a t  Miami, before coming down
to take  up a  c la im i n  the  homesteading d i s t r i c t .  T h e y
lived f i r s t  southwest  o f  M i m i  i n  what i s  now the
Coral Gables area .  I t  was then considered way out
in the  s t i cks .  I n  those days i t  was sometimes
possible t o  ge t  a  piece o f  i c e  over the  week ends
for i t  came from Jacksonville i n  three  hundred pound
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cakes wrapped i n  b u r l a p  and packed i n  sawdust.

Eventual ly  t h e  Lovelands decided t o  make t h e
f i n a l  p lunge  i n t o  t h e  w i lderness  o f  South Dade and
f i l e d  o n  a  homestead west  o f  F l o r i d a  C i t y .  T h e  d im
t r a i l  petered o u t  more t han  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a  m i l e
from t h e i r  c l a i m ,  and a f t e r  one o r  two t r i p s  b y  c a r
they decided a  mule and wagon would b e  much b e t t e r
f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

Everything had t o  be  c a r r i e d  i n  p i ggy  back f r om
the end o f  t h a t  t r a i l  so  even a  week 's  supp ly  o f
grocer ies and ch icken  feed  was an  under tak ing  f o r
them. M r .  Loveland was busy t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  r e—
quired a c r e  o f  l and  c l ea red  and s e t  o u t  t o  Govern—
ment requi rements,  s o  Mrs .  Loveland t o o k  ove r  t h e
task o f  g rocery  and ch icken  feed  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
and i t  meant seve ra l  t r i p s  p e r  week s i n c e  food
would n o t  keep.

F i n a l l y  she acqui red an  orange c r a t e  w i t h  i t s
sect ional  d i v i s i o n  and worked o u t  an  i dea  o f  h e r
own. S h e  placed t h e  c r a t e  upended o n  a  s m a l l  earth—
en c rock  i n  a  t u b  o f  wa te r  and draped i t  w i t h  a
crocker sack which hung down i n t o  t h e  w a t e r.  T h e
process o f  evapora t ion  worked i t s  magic f o r  h e r
and she cou ld  keep cooked f ood  o v e r  n i g h t  and but—
t e r  remained hard  enough f o r  t a b l e  use and a  can
of cream d i d  n o t  s o u r  as  soon as  i t  o r d i n a r i l y  would .

That e x t r a  s h e l f  was as  wonder fu l  t o  h e r  as  y o u r
most e x c i t i n g  r e f r i g e r a t o r  gimmick, f o r  i t  gave
her space f o r  as  much food  a s  she u s u a l l y  had on
hand and saved h e r  a t  l e a s t  one t r i p  t o  town week ly.
Other people had l o n g  been us ing  t h e  i n v e r t e d  p l a n t
pots and saucers a s  a  p l a c e  t o  keep b u t t e r  moder—
ate l y  hard and some used a  can o f  wa te r  w i t h  a
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piece o f  c l o t h  d r i p p i n g  t o  keeps p l a n t s  watered,  i f
they were t o  be  away ove r  a  weekend. M r s .  Bow had
an I nd ian  water  j u g  hung i n  h e r  breezeway and k e p t
water reasonably c o o l ,  b u t  Mrs.  Love land 's  inven—
t ion  topped them a l l .

CHAPTER XXXIV

The Fuchs f a m i l y  cannot  q u a l i f y  as  o l d  t i m e r s  ex—
a c t l y  because t hey  bought t h e i r  p lace  r a t h e r  t han
homesteading i t ,  b u t  I  remember how Mr.  Fuchs used
to d r i v e  a long  t h e  s i d e  road w i t h  Richard bes ide  h im
when t hey  used a  mule and wagon f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

One day Aunty and I  happened t o  be  o u t  nea r  t h e
corner when t hey  passed and Richard sang o u t  "How
do Miss Lew is "  and t h e n  e v i d e n t l y  asked who I  was,
whi le  I  was ask ing  who t h e y  were.  N e x t  came l oud
and c l e a r  "How do n i e c e " .  I  met Mrs .  Fuchs a t  a
par ty  Mrs.  F r o r i e p  gave t o  i n t r oduce  h e r  t o  t h e
group. W e  must have made a  s o r r y  impress ion because
we were d r i v i n g  t h e  donkey and a  r a i n  over took  us .
We stopped and walked i n t o  a  shed near  Bauer 's
store where some f e r t i l i z e r  was s t o r e d .  T h e  donkey
ev ident ly  f e l t  t h e  i n j u s t i c e  o f  be ing  l e f t  o u t s i d e
so t:1-71d t o  g e t  i n  a l s o .  B y  t h e  t i m e  she had rubbed
heT nose eve r  f e r t i l i z e r  sacks and o u r  dresses we
were n o t  f i t  t o  go t o  a  p a r t y,  b u t  we hated t o  miss
i t  so  went on .  I t  had n o t  ra ined  a  d rop  up  t h a t  way.

CHAPTER XXXV

Margaret Waldin came i n t o  t h e  community some
years l a t e r  t han  my f i r s t  v i s i t  down. We were i n —
troduced t o  t h e  b r i d e  a t  a  p a r t y  a t  t h e  Brewer home.
The p a r t y  had been planned a s  a  s u r p r i s e  f o r  Mrs.
Spencer, b u t  when Louisa Booe walked ove r  th rough
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the woods t o  t e l l  h e r  Mrs.  Brewer wanted h e r  t o  come
over and have l unch ,  s h e  was n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  make
the t r i p  because h e r  dress was n o t  i r o n e d .  N o  one
ever s tarched a  good d ress  u n t i l  j u s t  be fo re  wear-
ing i t  because t h e  s i l v e r  moths would comple te ly
destroy a  d ress  i n  a  f e w  hours .  L o u i s a  made two
t r i p s  b u t  no th ing  would persuade Mrs.  Spencer,  n o t
even t h e  news t h a t  i t  had been planned a s  a  b i r t h -
day s u r p r i s e  i n  h e r  honor.

As I  s a i d  Margaret  Wald in  was t h e r e  and we a l l
f e l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  h e r.  S h e  was convent  educated
and a l l  t h a t  a f te rnoon  was h e l p i n g  one o r  another
o f  us  w i t h  d i f f i c u l t  embro idery  s t i t c h e s .  W e
learned much f rom he r  t h a t  day.

Sometime, maybe a  y e a r  l a t e r  Aunty  suggested we
walk over  and see t h e  Wald in  p l a c e .  W e  happened
in  when he r  r e l a t i v e s  were up f r o m  Key West and
they had brought along a  phonograph. W e  spent a
del ightful  afternoon l i s ten ing  t o  t h e  wax records.
Aunty however, was more interested i n  the  grove
setting as Barney Waldin was advocating using
dynamite f o r  b last ing holes i n  which t o  s e t  t r e e s .

Mrs. Waldin was one o f  the  char ter  members o f
the o r ig ina l  Repertoire Club and a  musician o f
sterl ing worth. S h e  was a  hard worker i n  her  home
and never neglected t h a t  f o r  any other  i n t e r e s t s .
I s t i l l  f e e l  g u i l t y  over an extra  day o f  work I
unintentionally made f o r  h e r.

Don Ferreyra was c lerk ing i n  a  s t o r e  i n  F lor ida
City where he sold f r u i t  and gave me a  sample pack-
ags of  some perfumed starch .  A f t e r  reading the
f o l de r  t h a t  came w i t h  i t  and t e s t i n g  t h e  aroma I
decided i t  was nothing I  wanted, s o  passed i t  on
to Hager who washed f o r  me. I  d id  n o t  know she
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also worked f o r  the  Waldins, and t h a t  she was de -
voted t o  Margaret. I t  was her next  duty t o  wash
and i r o n  the  clothes o f  the  expected baby -  Barney
to us-  and wishing t o  be extra  n i c e ,  Hagar took
that starch along and used i t ,  on  those baby clothes.
I remember hearing the  Waldins t e l l  how she could
not a t  f i r s t  t r a c e  down t h a t  hor r ib le  scent,  b u t
when she d id  she was aghast and w i th  her  own hands
personally r e -washed, bo i led  and a i red  those ga r -
ments and ironed them herse l f  f o r  f e a r  the  same
thing might happen again.
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CHAPTER XXXVI i n g  than he, so
serv i res  s t a r t ed

This t a l e  I  heard a t  a  cof fee  and I  am passing i t  O l d  Time Rel igic
on t o  you wi th  the  permission o f  t h e  only surviving a l t h o u g h  I s h  waE
one o f  the  ones concerned i n  t h i s  h i la r ious  t a l e .  s e r v i c e s ,  she sa
I  always th ink  o f  her  wi th  the  deepest respect and l i v i n g  room -  be
affect ion as I s h .  A s  a  fami ly  they were Mr.  and
Mre„Ishmael who came i n t o  F lor ida  C i t y  i n  those O n c e  there  ca
veiy..early days when t h e  v i l l a g e  was ca l led  D e t r o i t .  t o  at tend,  so  sr
Her f r iends i n  Kansas t r i e d  t o  convince her  she s t e p p e d  out  her
would have no use f o r  her  black t a f f e t a  S'_;nday-go- a  church. A f t e r
to-Meeting dress, b u t  she brought i t  along anyhow. i t s  hanger behir
Lacking c loset  space, she hung i t  back o f  the  bed

which she could bake s i x  loaves a t  a  t ime .  S h e  A s  soon as a

which t o  mix and r a i s e  the  dough, and an assortment
of t i n s  and a  small  wood cook stove,  i n  the  oven o f

also had requests f o r  cakes and p ies  and her  labors

had tanta l ized  him f o r  days. S h e  sold him a l o a f  H o m e s t e a d  and -
and without any e f f o r t  on her  pa r t  she found h e r - l i t t l e  shopping.
self  wi th  a  t h r i v i n g  bakery business.

room door. T L s n ,  a s  now, I s h  was a  wonderful cook

she would s e l l  him a l o a f  o f  her  bread as  t h e  aroma b e l l e  Rue decide
.ian appeared a t  her  door asking i f  E d w a r d  S t i l i n g ,

Her equipment was pr imi t ive  -  th ree  l a r d  cans i n
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kept her  up u n t i l  two o 'c lock mornings. B e i n g  c i v -
ic minded and hav ing  t h e  o n l y  porch i n  town she
offered i t  as  a  p l a c e  f o r  a  Sunday School t o  meet.
"The minister"  as she cal led her  husband b u i l t  some
benches o f  scrap lumber.  O n e  day a  Mrs .  Cormack,
who had opened a  general s tore  o f  sor ts ,  came f o r
bread and i n  the  conversation she learned he was a
preacher. S h e  asked i f  he would l i k e  t o  add a
church service and pointed out  a  n ice  stump i n  the
yard where he could stand t o  preach, a s  there  would
not be room f o r  him on the  porch. M r .  Cormack i n
turn, alThwed he knew a man who was s e t t e r  a t  pray-
ing than he,  so  they teamed up together and church
serv i res  s t a r t e d  t h e r e a f t e r  w i t h  t h e  s i n g i n g  o f
Old Time Re l i g i on  -  a l l  n ine teen  verses  o f  i t  and,
although I s h  was t o o  busy w i t h  h e r  bak ing  t o  a t t e n d
services,  she  sang w i t h  them f rom he r  k i t c h e n  -
l i v i n g  room -  bedroom.

Once t h e r e  came a  Sunday when she d i d  have t i m e
to a t t e n d ,  s o  she donned t h e  b l a c k  t a f f e t a  and
stepped o u t  h e r  own f r o n t  door  i n t o  what  served a s
a church .  A f t e r  t h e  s e r v i c e  t h e  d ress  went back on
i t s  hanger behind t h e  doo r.

A few  weeks l a t e r  I s h  and h e r  ne ighbors  Mrs.
Edward S t i l i n g ,  Mrs .  George Reynolds and Mrs .  May-
be l l e  Rue decided t o  wa lk  t h e  t i e s  t o  t h e  C i t y  o f
Homestead and -  o p t i m i s t s  t h a t  t h e y  were -  do  a
l i t t l e  shopping.  T h e r e  was no road t h e n ,  s o  you
walked the  t i e s  unless you had in f luence enough t o
r i d e  t h e  work t r a i n  o r  hand c a r .  A g a i n  t h e  b l a c k
t a f f e t a  came o f f  i t s  hanger f o r  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  o f
great  promise and scan t  accomplishment.

As soon as  a  roadway was worn down a l o n g  t h e
t racks Mrs.  Rue acqui red a  c a r  and t o  ce lebra te
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invited her  neighbors t o  go t o  Miami Beach. W h a t
excitement and what planning! I s h  wrote a  f r i e n d  i n
Miami t o  send her  a  bathing cap and t h a t  f r i e n d ,  b e -
ing a  r e a l  one, included red gar ters  and sandals.
Again the black t a f f e t a  came o f f  the  hanger -  t h i s
time t o  be transformed i n t o  a  bathing s u i t .  I s h
made ( f o r  those t imes) a  short  p la i ted  s k i r t  and
bloomers. The neck o f  the  bodice was modestly low,
and t h e  sleeves long.  H e a v y  st i tched bands were a t
the throa t  and wr is ts .  T h e  day came and they made
the i r  way by the  c ircui tous route o f  Krome Avenue,
west t o  Redland Road, nor th  t o  about Coco Palm
and then back winding around i n  the  general area o f
the old road t o  C u t l e r.  E v e n t u a l l y  they crossed t h e
famous old  Col l ins  Bridge, and arr ived  a t  Smith's
Casino and rented a  dressing room. M r s .  S t i l i n g ,
Mrs. Reynolds and Mrs. Rue, having less  complicated
out f i ts ,  went  out  f i r s t  and joined others g a i l y
bobbing on the guide ropes.

Ish clothed herse l f  f i r s t  modestly i n  a  complete
set o f  o ld underwear, and then donned her  gorgeous
costume -  red cap, b lack  s u i t ,  r e d  gar ters  over
her long black s i l k  stockings and red sandals. When
she emerged she fancied her  appearance so much, she
decided i t  would be a  shame t o  hide a l l  t h a t  glam-
our i n  deep water,  so  she s a t  down on the  sand
where an occasional wave would wash over h e r.  There
was possibly a  dozen persons on the  sand. I n  a few
minutes a  lady  whispered, ' Yo u r  s u i t  i s  s p l i t  down
the back". I s h  paid her  no mind, deducting she was
nosey o r  jealous.

Presently I s h  became interested i n  watching l i t -
t l e  black things f l o a t i n g  i n  the  water,  b u t  she was
never able  t o  catch one as the  waves washed i n
and o u t .  When the  bathers began coming out  o f  the
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water a  l a d y  stopped and s a i d ,  "Lady  t h e  whole back
of you r  s u i t  i s  o u t . "  I s h  was r e a l l y  i nd i gnan t  t h a t
time and made a  sudden move t o  f a c e  about  and g i v e
an appropr ia te  answer.  I t  t o o k  j u s t  t h a t  movement
and a  rw.ive t o  c: . .mplAely d i : A n t e r g r a t e  h e r  l o v e l y
s u i t .  T h e r e  she s a t  w i t h  no th ing  t o  show o f  t h a t
love ly  s u i t  b : I t  t h e  h o a 7 i l y  s t i t c h e d  neck and arm
bands. When  h e r  f r i e n d s  r,aw he r  t h e y  n a t u r a l l y
went i n t o  spasms o f  l a u g h t e r,  and t h e n  t h e  serious—
ness o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  dawned on  them. T h e y  confer—
red a  f ew  secun6s end t h e n  as  I s h  p u t  i t  "They j u s t
p l a i n  made a  sandwich o f  me". M r s .  S t i l i n g ,  t i n y ,
went -:head and I s h  d'rcpped h e r  arms ove r  Mrs.  S t n . ,
i ng i s  :th'rluuJdoP. M r s .  i i n o , d s  heavy s e t ,  b rough t
up t h e  r e a r ,  and d i s c r e e t l y  spread h e r  s k i r t .  M r s .
Rue marched m i l i t a n t l y  ahead t o  c l e a r  t h e i r  pa th
to t h e  cas ino .

When they  appeared on  t h e  beach c lo thed  and more
or  l e s s  i n  t h e i r  r i g h t  minds,  t h e  people laughed
again. I s h  was always a  good s p o r t  and cou ld  t a k e
the j o k e  on h e r s e l f  i n  h e r  s t r i d e ,  s o  a l l  ended w e l l .

CHAPTER XXXVII

In Mel7his h i g h  wh i t e  canvas shoes were i n  s t ype
and I  brought  down a  p a i r ,  w i t h  me, one  summer and
of course t h a t  meant w h i t e  s tock ings  a l s o .  We wore
cot ton °nos t : -:en. I t  d,,..wncl on  my aun ts  t h a t  mos—
quitoes were e a s i e r  t o  see on w h i t e  hose t han  on t h e
black ones. M o s t  respec tab le  people wore them.

When I  _v f t  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  summer, I  l e f t  my
white cncs .F:red s e n t  f o u r  more p a i r s  f o r  them t o
dole o u t  t o  Mrs .  Brewer and Mrs .  F r o r i e p .

A l i t t l e  w h i l e  l a t e r  a  Mrs .  Marsh who l i v e d  sou th
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1

o f  Longview Corner i n v i t e d  t h e  group down t o  spend
the day.  T h e  road had j u s t  been c u t  th rough f rom
Avocado t o  Mowry S t r e e t ,  b u t  i t  was hard rough walk—
ing s i nce  i t  had n o t  y e t  been worked o v e r  — merely
cleared.  T h e  l a d i e s  s t a r t e d  e a r l y  and a s  t hey  pass—
ed another  g u e s t ' s  home, she  j o i n e d  them and t h e
procession moved a long .  M r s .  Marsh expected them t o
a r r i v e  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  n i n e  I  heard,  b u t  by  t e n  was
ge t t i ng  nervous t h a t  something had happened o r  t h a t
they had g o t t e n  t h e  da te  mixed up  somehow.

Mr. Marsh t ook  h i s  su r veyo r ' s  ins t ruments  o u t  t o
the road t o  t a k e  a  l o o k  and came back r e p o r t i n g  t h e
ladies were on  t h e i r  way and c h a t  Mrs.  Brewer was
ahead and wear ing wh i te  s tock ings  and b l a c k  shoes.
Mrs. Marsh f e l t  su re  he was j o k i n g  t o  keep h e r
s p i r i t s  up ,  a s  such t h i n g s  d i d  n o t  happen he re .

A f te r  h a l f  an hour  o r  so  she sen t  h im o u t  aga in
and h e  came back say ing  t hey  a l l  were wear ing w h i t e
stockings and b l a c k  shoes.  A t  t h a t  she r e a l l y  was
ready t o  j u n k  he r  d i n n e r  p l ans .

Eventual ly  when t hey  d i d  a r r i v e  she broke  o u t  i n t o
wi ld  l a u g h t e r  f o r  su re  enough t hey  were a l l  t a k i n g
precautions aga ins t  horse f l i e s  and  mosquitoes b y
wearing wh i te  s tock ings

S k i r t s  were l o n g  i n  those  days and we he ld  them
high when wa lk ing  t h e  t r a i l s  f o r  f e a r  o f  g e t t i n g
grease s t a i n s  f r om palmet to  leaves  t h a t  had brushed
against wagon hubs.

CHAPTER XXXVIII

My aunts  i n v i t e d  t h e  Brewers and o t h e r  neighbors
i n  f o r  New Years '  d i n n e r  i n  1.9108. Y o u ,  o f  t h i s  day
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and t i m e  cannot  imagine what t h a t  e n t a i l e d .  T h e
house was one room, and s o  sma l l  t h e  t a b l e  had t o
be pu t  ou t s i de  a t  n i g h t  t h a t  t h e  c o t s  might  be
brought down f rom over  t h e  r a f t e r s  be fo re  anyone
could go t o  bed.  M o r n i n g s  everyone had t o  g e t  up  on
time i n  o rde r  t o  have t h e  t a b l e  back i n  t h e  house
f o r  use a t  b r e a k f a s t .

When you had company you cooked e a r l y  and t h e n
cleaned up you r  one room, g o t  t h e  t a b l e  back i ndoo rs
and g o t  ready.  A f t e r  d i n n e r,  everyone went o u t s i d e
and t h e  conversat ion  was l a r g e l y  f e r t i l i z e r ,  c h i c k -
ens and t h e  need o f  roads .  I f  any road had been
star ted i t  meant t h a t  l a t e r ,  t h e  group would wa l k
down t o  see j u s t  how f a r  i t  had progressed i n  t h e
past week.

Aunty never  cou ld  make up h e r  mind t o  k i l l  a
chicken, s o  hav ing  company meant she had t o  wa lk  some
distance t o  f i n d  a  man t o  k i l l  i t  f o r  h e r  and t h e n
she had t o  c a r r y  i t  home.

Firewood was a  problem a l so  and everyone formed
the h a b i t  o f  p i c k i n g  up every  f a g g o t  a long  t h e  way
when o u t  o f  t h e  house. O n c e  i n  a  w h i l e  someone
would want work and my aunts  would have some wood
chopped, b u t  co lo red  h e l p  was scarce  i n  those  days
and t h e  men g e t t i n g  t h e i r  own p laces  s t a r t e d  were
too busy t o  come and work o n l y  when i n  d i r e  need.

Among t h e  t h i n g s  I  had s e n t  them f o r  Christmas
tha t  yea r  t h e r e  was a  p lum pudding.  T h e y  made a
sor t  o f  ceremony o f  making t h e  sauce b y  a  r e c i p e
inclosed w i t h  t h e  pudding and everyone s a t  a t  t h e
tab le  o r  hung ove r  t h e  l i t t l e  cook s t o v e  endur ing
the hea t  u n t i l  i t  was f i n i s h e d .

Enter ta in ing  was more work i n  t h o s e  days,  b u t
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more f u n  f o r  everyone apprec ia ted any s o r t  o f  t h i n g
tha t  was o u t  o f  t h e  usua l  humdrum schedule.  A n y o n e
who cou ld  t h i n k  up a  s u r p r i s e  o f  any k i n d  was lauded
to t h e  s k i e s .

Aunt Anna though t  she would brown t h e  sugar  i n
her co rn  s t a r c h  pudding one t i m e ,  and when i t  t a s t e d
a l l  r i g h t  she even dared t o  add a  spoon fu l  o f  j e l l y
in  t h e  bottom o f  each desser t  d i s h  and what  a  s a l v o
of applause she g o t  f o r  t h e  i n n o v a t i o n .

I  remember one t ime  a t  t h e  F r o r i e p ' s ,  when i t
came t i m e  f o r  desser t  she handed O t t o  a  c r o c k e r
sack tacked t o  a  broom handle and t o l d  u s  t o  a l l  f a l l
i n  l i n e .  O t t o  swung t h e  c rocke r  sack f rom s i d e  t o
side l u s t i l y  t o  knock o f f  sandspurs a long  tale edge
of  t h e  p a t h  and l e d  us  t o  a  banana bush where t h e r e
was a  bunch o f  r i p e  bananas. S h e  had wrapped i t  i n
mosquito b a r  f o r  f e a r  t h e y  would d rop  o f f  on  t h e
ground. W e  were t o l d  t o  e a t  a l l  we wanted and t h e n
when we g o t  back t o  t h e  house she brought  o u t  a  cake
and p u t  t h e  l a y e r s  t oge the r  w i t h  whipped cream. T h e
purchase o f  t h e  cow had been kep t  a  s e c r e t  as  a  b i g
surpr ise .

I t  was Aunt  Anna who though t  o f  add ing herbs t o
make a  canned r o a s t  bee f  s tew more p a l a t a b l e  and i t
was Mrs.  Ewing who inven ted  c a r r o t  p reserves ,  b e f o r e
anyone i n  t h e  Longview neighborhood had f r u i t  t o  use .
Someone e l s e  thought  up  making r a i s i n s  o u t  o f  t i n y
tomatoes and what we knicknamed preserved f i g s  o u t  o f
ye l low tomatos someone ra i sed  one season. A l l  t hese
th ings may seem s i l l y  now bu t  were t h e  sav ing  grace
of t h e  e a r l y  days.
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.CHAPTER XXXIX

I t  was a  f a l l  morning,  a  F r i d a y  and r a i n y  and t h e
sky had a  p e c u l i a r  y e l l o w i s h  t i n g e  and t h e r e  was some
wind, b u t  t h e  Ca lk ins  f a m i l y,  O r v i e ,  A d d i e  and Mary
had been i n v i t e d  t o  have d i n n e r  a t  Mrs.  Bow's .  I n
those l o n e l y  days an i n v i t a t i o n  was so  welcome t h a t
they had no  i dea  o f  n o t  making t h e  e f f o r t  t o  be  a t
her home on  t i m e .  T h e r e  were no roads ,  j u s t  a  rough
t r a i l  th rough t h e  woods, b u t  t h e y  s e t  o u t  e a r l y  on
foot  t o  wa lk  f r om t h e i r  homesite west  o f  F l o r i d a  C i t y
to Mrs.  Bow's  p l ace  on Widow's Row.

I t  was w e l l  o n  toward d i n n e r  t i m e  when t h e y  a r—
r ived ,  more o r  l e s s  water  logged,  b u t  happy t o  be
there.  T h e  r a i n  had poured down most o f  t h e  way as
they made t h e  t r e k .  A s  soon as  t h e y  were res ted  a
l i t t l e  someone remarked t h e  , t o r m  must be  about  ove r
but Mrs. Bow sa id  i t  had n o t  r e a l l y  begun f o r  she had
in terpre ted t h e  t h r e e  b l a s t s  o f  t h e  t r a i n  w h i s t l e  as
a warning o f  a  h u r r i c a n e ,  t h a t  morning.  A t  t h a t
season i t  meant hu r r i cane ,  w h i l e  a t  c ropp ing  t i m e  i t
meant t h r e a t  o f  f r o s t .  I n  f a c t  t h r e e  sho ts  o r  t h r e e
of anyth ing was t h e  way people asked f o r  he lp  o r
gave warning t h e n .

Dinner over  t h e y  cou ld  n o t  b u t  n o t i c e  t h e  wind was
freshening, and b y  mid a f te rnoon  a l l  i dea  o f  g e t t i n g
home ahead o f  t h e  ga le  was abandoned. S u p p e r  t i m e
arr ived and t h e y  cooked i t  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  l i t t l e
log k i t chen  where a  b l a c k  snake used t o  chase r a t s
along t h e  po les .

Af ter  supper,  worn  o u t  w i t h  exc i tement ,  t h e y
agreed Mary should be  p u t  t o  bed and t o  induce  h e r
to go Addie  went i n  and l a i d  down bes ide  h e r
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and t i r e d  out ,  she too f e l l  asleep.  H o u r s  l a t e r  she
was awakened by the  sound o f  dishes r a t t l i n g  i n  the
kitchen. S h e  got  up and went out  there  and found
Orvie and Mrs. Bow making a  snack and i t  was midnight.
They laughingly to ld  h e r  they were having an a l l
night impromptu r e c i t a l  since he had brought h i s
`cello piggy back on the  t r i p .

After the  snack and h a l f  an hour l i s t e n i n g  Mary
seemed rest less  so  Add ie  went i n  and aga in  l a i d  down
beside her  and aga in  f e l l  as leep .  A g a i n  she was a —
wakened by the  sound o f  r a t t l i n g  dishes and t h a t  t ime
i t  was a  predawn snack and t h e  storm was raging
outside. T h e  storm, t h e  impromptu r e c i t a l ,  t h e  snacks
had continued throughout t h e  n ight  and t h e  dawn show—
ed the  damage done by the  hurricane.  N o t  only  had
the pine t rees  been blown over but  water was every—
where so they f e l t  as  i f  they were-on-a smal l  i s l a n d .

I t  was Wednesday, I  b e l i e v e ,  b e f o r e  t h e  wa te r  went
down enough t o  a l l o w  t h e  Ca lk ins  f a m i l y  t o  make t h e
homeward t r e k .  T r e e s  had f a l l e n  across t h e  t r a i l  and
had t o  be  circum'ior l t9d, e i t h e r  Through t h e i r  branches
of  t h e i r  h igh  f l u n g  l o o t s .  T h e r e  were two ways o f
ge t t i ng  around such a  s i t u a t i o n  — you cou ld  make you r
way around e i t h e r  end o f  t h e  f a l l e n  t r e e  o r  i f  some—
one i n  t h e  p a r t y  had a  s t a l w a r t  back he would l e a n
down, g rasp  h i s  ank les  f i r m l y  and  you  would scramble
up on t h e  t r e e  t r u n k ,  and t hen  s l i d e  down on  h i s  back
and t o  t h e  ground. O f  course t o  mount t h e  t r e e  t r u n k
the process was reversed,  and t h e n  t h e  g a l l a n t  swain
rushed around t o  assume t h e  same p o s i t i o n  f o r  you r
descent. T h a t  day t h e  Ca lk ins  had a  weary t r i p  back
to t h e i r  own l i t t l e  p r iva te  b i t  o f  heaven.

Later came the  task o f  clearning away the  f a l l e n
timber t o  make the  t r a i l  passable f o r  them when
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br ing ing i n  t h e i r  g roce r ies  on  f o o t .  I t  was heavy
work w i t h  no mule and wagon t o  h a u l  o f f  t h e  branches,
but t h e  t a s k  was accomplished b y  t h e  o l d  t i m e r s  o f
tha t  s e c t i o n  f o r  t h a t  t r a i l  was t h e i r  one l i n k  w i t h
others who were do ing  a  l i k e  s e r v i c e  i n  o t h e r  ne igh -
borhoods.

Noone who l i v e d  th rough those  exper iences would
trade them f o r  any th ing  t h e  p resent  t i m e  has t o  o f f e r .
Friendships were made which have endured th rough  t h e
years.

CHAPTER XL

For a  l o n g  t i m e  F l o r i d a  C i t y  -  t h e n  c a l l e d  D e t r o i t
was a  my th i ca l  p l a c e .  W e  heard some c i t y  f o l k s  had
moved i n  down t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e r e  was no road l e a d i n g
d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  p lace  and bes ides we had heard t h e
people were d e f i n i t e l y  " H i g h  H a t "  and we f e l t  we
were n o t  wanted.

The f i r s t  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  Aunty  r e -
membered meet ing,  were M r.  S t i l i n g  and h i s  daughter
Octavia. I t  seemed t h e y  had walked o u t  one Sunday
to see what l a y  beyond t h e i r  so  c a l l e d  c i t y  l i m i t s ,
and e v e n t u a l l y  came o u t  a t  h e r  c o r n e r.  T h e y  were
fascinated b y  t h e  capers o f  h e r  donkey which was h e r
newest possession,  and o f  course t h e  p r i d e  o f  h e r
l i f e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  S h e  l i k e d  t h e  people  much and
wrote me she wished t h e y  l i v e d  n e a r e r.

Gradually we learned t h e  names o f  t h e  people a l -
though we d i d  n o t  meet them. T h e  town was n i c e l y
l a i d  o u t ,  we heard,  and t h e y  had a  c i t y  h a l l  t h a t
doubled o r  t r e b l e d  as  schoo l  and church .  E v e n t u a l l y
the road was made and t h e  p r i n c i p a l  r i d e  y o u r  h i g h
p a r t i c u l a r  cou ld  t a k e  you on  v i a  motorcyc le  was
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south on Redland Road, e a s t  on Palm Avenue and n o r t h
back i n t o  Homestead p roper  and t h e n  on t o  where eve r
you l i v e d .  A t  n i g h t  i t  was a  f a i r y l a n d  r i d e  f o r  t h e
glades were as  f u l l  o f  f i r e  f l i e s  a s  t h e  sky  w i t h
s tars .

One t ime  we heard o f  an  enter ta inment  t o  be  he ld
in  t h e  c i t y  h a l l  and decided t o  b rave  i t  o u t .  W e
had n o t  heard a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  a  r e c e n t  d i s tu rbance
r e a l l y  a  s o r t  o f  due l  -  between t h e  town f o l k s  and
those o f  t h e  Longview neighborhood. W e  a r r i v e d  a t
the appointed hou r  and t h e r e  were f ew  people t h e r e
ins ide t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  b u t  many c l us te red  about  i n
groups o u t s i d e .  K n o w i n g  none o f  them we went i n s i d e
and s a t  down. F i n a l l y  i t  dawned o n  me t h e r e  was no
piano i n  t h e  p lace  and I  began t o  wonder how they
were go ing  t o  p u t  ove r  a  conce r t  t h a t  way.  O n e  o f
the h i g h e r  ups came i n  and spoke t o  me and presented
me w i t h  a  choco la te  candy b a r  -  a  r a r e  t r e a t  i n
those days.  A n o t h e r  l o n g  w a i t  ensued, and f i n a l l y
a p iano  was moved i n ,  t h e r e a f t e r  t h e  program went
wi thout  a  h i t c h ,  b u t  we never  cared t o  ven tu re  aga in .

Years l a t e r  something ve r y  funny  came up .  A  man
who was down t o  c rop  f o r  t h e  season saw h i s  oppor tun-
i t y  and se ized  i t .  H e  had w r i t t e n  a  can ta ta  o f  s o r t s
and o f f e r e d  t o  organ ize  a  c h o r u s i f  each member would
buy a  copy o f  h i s  composi t ion.  T h e  idea  was t o  g i v e
i t  on t h e  percentage b a s i s  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  c ropp ing
season. W e  a l l  heard about  i t ,  b u t  no one seemed
much i n t e r e s t e d .

I had been marr ied j u s t  a  f e w  months t hen  and my
aunt and I  were work ing up a  bus iness pedd l i ng  f r u i t
i n  Miami t w i c e  a  week. O n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day I  was
shockingly arrayed i n  a  s h i r t  and o v e r a l l s  be long ing
to my husband and was p i c k i n g  f r u i t  f r om a l o w  ladder
in  t h e  g rove .  I  saw t h i s  swanky c a r  d r i v e  i n  so  I
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just sa t  on a low step o f  the  ladder hiding out .  I t
worked very we l l  u n t i l  I  saw they were tak ing advan-
tage o f  the  f a c t  they thought no one was home and
were picking f r u i t  and put t ing  i t  i n  the  c a r.  I  walk-
ed out  wi th  what d ign i ty  I  could master and they  r e -
covered poise enough t o  expla in  t h e i r  errand.

The chorus had assumed such proportions t h a t  one
piano seemed inadequate and they had come t o  ask i f
I  would p lay  second piano t o  help ou t .  I  was i n  an
awful posi t ion t ry ing  t o  decide i f  i f  would b e t t e r
or worsen the fee l ing  between the  two communities.
The l a r g e r  o f  the  two men sought t o  come t o  t h e  r e s -
cue by saying h i s  w i fe  would g lad ly  loan me an eve-
ning dress f o r  the  occasion as i t  was t o  be a  f u l l
dress a f f a i r .  I  t o l d  him what I  wore would make no
difference i f  I  was playing second piano and a f t e r
more thought I  agreed t o  do what I  could.  T h e  f r u i t
peddling and my Saturday teaching made a  rehearsal
impossible except Sunday Afternoon, so  we agreed on
the t ime.  When I  got  t o  t h e  l i t t l e  church down there
only two lad ies  came and although we waited a n  hour
no one e lse  appeared. T h e y  were d i s t i n c t l y  h o s t i l e
in t h e i r  a t t i t u d e ,  b u t  I  asked them a few questions
about the  cantata.

Monday Night I  was i n  a  quandry but  decided s ince
I  had promised t o  help  out ,  I  must go.  W e a r i n g  a
lovely concert dress o f  Memphis days and what  l i t t l e
jewelry I  possessed, I  ar r ived h a l f  and hour  before
the program, a s  they had said  we should. G o i n g  i n  I
spoke t o  t h e  man who had w r i t t e n  the  so c a l l e d  can-
tata ,  which suddenly was announced i n  the  Miami p a -
pers o f  t h a t  morning, a s  an orator io  along w i t h  the
news t h a t  a  specia l  t r a i n  was bringing Model Land
Company people down. S o o n  the  l i t t l e  dressing room
was so jammed I  went out  i n t o  t h e  church w i t h  t h e
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idea o f  s i t t i n g  a t  the  piano t h e  remaining few min-
utes. N o  cha i r  was a t  the  piano, b u t  two l i t t l e
g i r l s  made room f o r  me on the  f r o n t  bench. P r o m p t l y
on the stroke o f  the  clock the  chorus f i l e d  i n .  L a -
dies i n  evening dresses and men i n  what I  guessed
were rented evening clothes.  T h e  d i rec tor  took h is
stance and began t e l l i n g  the  audience the  s tory  o f
his l i f e  from his  e a r l i e s t  infancy i t  seemed t o  me.
After f o r t y  f i v e  minutes o f  t h a t  he pul led himself  up
as t a l l  as possible and sa id  he might as we l l  come
clean with those assembled -  t h a t  he had been f o o l
enough t o  go out  i n t o  t h e  s t icks  where a  woman cla im-
ed she could p lay  the  piano and she had promised t o
help and they could see what she had done -  stood
them up, b u t  worse y e t ,  t h e  other  p ian is t  was so i n -
sulted, she also had not  come. When they were l e a v -
ing they could recla im t h e i r  money a t  the  door.  When
he paused f o r  breath I  arose and remarked, " I f  i t  i s
I  you are  t a lk ing  about, I  have been here since h a l f
a f te r  seven, and i f  someone w i l l  place a  c h a i r  a t
the second piano the  show can go o n . "

The poor chap f e l l  back i n t o  a  seat  almost i n  a
fa int  and h i s  nephew took the  baton and we were o f f
to a  good s t a r t .  B y  the  t ime the  second number was
under way someone had gone next  door and brought the
other p ian is t  i n  a f t e r  t e l l i n g  her  the  h i la r ious
ta le .  C o u l d  you bel ieve i t ,  we became f i r m  f r i ends
from tha t  n ight  on and th ings between the  communi-
t ies  cleared up.  N o t h i n g  l i k e  a  good laugh t o  c l e a r
the atmosphere.

CHAPTER XLI

Christmas i n  1907 -  O f t e n  I  have heard my aunts
t e l l  o f  t h a t  f i r s t  Christmas down here.  T h e  cl imate
did not  get  them i n  the  r i g h t  mood f o r  the  hol iday
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season and bes ides t h e r e  were no shopping f a c i l i t i e s .
As t h e  day grew c l o s e r  t h e y  g o t  more and more b l u e
and p e s s i m i s t i c  about  i t  a l l .  I  had s e n t  a  box  o f
th ings I  though t hey  might  l i k e  t o  have,  and Mrs .
Brewer's s i s t e r  Bessie had s e n t  h e r  a  box  t o  make
Christmas i n  t h e i r  home. A  few  days be fo re  C h r i s t -
mas, Mrs .  Brewer walked down and i n v i t e d  my two aunts
to have d inne r  w i t h  them. S h e  had i n v i t e d  t h e  f ew
others i n  t h e  neighborhood i n  and a s  usua l  M r.  Brew-
er t ook  t h e  door  o f f  i t s  h inges t o  se rve  as  a  t a b l e ,
to make room f o r  them a l l .  I t  was q u i t e  a  t r i c k  t o
fo ld  saved up  news papers t o  f i l l  i n  t h e  l o w  spots
of  t h e  panels o f  t h a t  d o o r.  T h e r e  were never  enough
dishes t o  go around,  b u t  no one minded making p i e
t i n s  do ,  and t h e  guests  t o o k  t h e i r  own s i l v e r .

Two t h i n g s  however, ou t s tand ing ,  were on  t h a t  t a -
ble -  h e r  s i l v e r  c o f f e e  urn which we a l l  learned t o
love and l o o k  forward  t o  see ing  on  a l l  impo r t an t  o c -
casions, f o r  she was generous i n  l o a n i n g  i t  and h e r
heir loom c u t  g l ass  punch bowl .  S h e  and M r.  Brewer
had bought a  cow named i n  honor o f  h e r  s i s t e r  and a
nice c o l d  snap had made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  h e r  t o  keep
cream sweet f o r  whipping f o r  t h e  eggnog.

The d inner  was t h e  usua l  company d i n n e r  o f  t hose
days, ch i cken  was t h e  f e s t i v e  meat a lways,  and t h e
ohly ques t ion  was, how was i t  t o  be  cooked t o  make
i t  go f a r t h e s t .  O f  course i t  r e a l l y  depended o n  t h e
number o f  guests  who were su re  t o  t u r n  up  a t  t h e
r i g h t  moment.

Mrs. Brewer was a g i l e  w i t h  h e r  c roche t  hook and
had made a  sma l l  g i f t  f o r  each and eve ry  gues t  and
had a  t i n y  t r e e  decorated w i t h  home made decora t ions
on he r  l i v i n g  room t a b l e .
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I  do n o t  r e c a l l  who t h e  o t h e r  guests  were except
the Spencers who had l i v e d  nea r  t h e  Brewer f a m i l y  i n
Pennsylvania a t  one t i m e .

I t  was a  Chr istmas t h a t  always s tood o u t  i n  t h e
memory o f  those  who a t tended.

CHAPTER X L I I

There i s  p robab ly  n o t  one f a m i l y  o f  t h e  o l d  Red—
land D i s t r i c t  t h a t  does n o t  have a t  l e a s t  one treas—
ured memory o f  some k indness George Ransom showed
dur ing t h e  t i m e  he was r u r a l  c a r r i e r ,  o n  t h e  one and
only r o u t e  we had.  I  s i n c e r e l y  hope those  t a l e s  w i l l
be passed on  t o  ano ther  genera t ion .

In t h e  v e r y  e a r l i e s t  days,  I  have been t o l d ,  t h a t
W. A .  K i n g  sometimes brought  t h e  m a i l  down f rom t h e
camp up near  Rockdale. H e  g o t  i t  as  f a r  as  B lack
Point  o r  on r a r e  occasions t o  Horne 's  S to re  a t  Home—
stead. T h e  accumulat ion o f  m a i l  coming on  by  boa t
to C u t l e r  was e v e n t u a l l y  tossed i n t o  a  pack ing  box
approximately a t  t h e  co rne r  where where t h e  Spice
Park i s  l o c a t e d .

Passers b y  so r ted  o u t  t h e i r  own and t h e i r  neigh—
bor ' s  m a i l .  T o  save t i m e  i t  was o f t e n  tossed o u t  i n
the genera l  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  pa th  l ead ing  t o  t h e
l i t t l e  l o g  shack :•there t h e  owner l i v e d .  B u t  which
ever was y o u r  f a t o ,  i t  was wonder fu l  t o  g e t  t h e  m a i l
a t  a l l .

When we f i n a l l y  g o t  a  s t a r  r o u t e  we were over joyed
but o u r  d e l i g h t  knew no bounds when George Ransom was
ac tua l l y  a  f u l l  f l edged  c a r r i e r  w i t h  a  s t a t e d  r o u t e
and more o r  l e s s  t i m e  scheduled.

We soon learned he  was n o t  o n l y  e f f i c i e n t  b u t  gen-
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uinely f r i e n d l y  and k ind .  H e  would pass out  b i t s  o f
news as he sorted out  your mai l ,  and was never s t u f -
fy i f  your box was c lut tered up wi th  of fer ings some
passing neighbor had l e f t .  A  pet  cream box was t h e
make-do box and people who raised po le  beans o r  some
f r u i t  they d id  not  need o f ten  shared wi th  f r iends
along the road v i a  t h e i r  r u r a l  boxes.

Lacking news o f  importance, M r.  Ransom sometimes
had a  funny story  t o  t e l l ,  and h i s  passing br ighten-
ed the  day f o r  everyone along h i s  route .  Althoug h i s
home and h i s  church were h i s  paramount in te res ts  i n
l i f e ,  he  had other  ou t le ts .

One outstanding c i v i c  i n t e r e s t  was i n  the  Men's
Chorus which was one o f  the  most pra ise  worthy pro-
jects ever launched i n  t h i s  community.

His love  o f  chi ldren was a  t r a i t  we a l l  recogniz-
ed, and every ch i ld  on the  route  knew and loved him.
My most poignant memory o f  a  kindness t o  my aunt was
when he came miles out  o f  h i s  way t o  t e l l  h e r  o f  the
passing o f  her  f r iend  Catharine Bar r.  Personally I
s t i l l  f e e l  a  warmth o f  gra t i tude  when I  remember how
he came and brought h i s  harmonica and along wi th
Harvey, added volume, t h r e e  l i t t l e  boys d id  not  have
the strength t o  g ive  i n  the  King Cole scene o f  my
opera. T h e y  played behind t h e  cur ta in  and I  doubt
i f  he ever to ld  he gave the  assistance so generous
and k ind ly  was h i s  nature.

When he hau served many years and r e t i r e d  a  recep-
tion was given i n  h i s  honor, and eyes f i l l e d  w i t h
tears when people rea l i zed  he  would no longer be a
part o f  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i f e .  I  f e e l  t h i s  a  most i n a d -
equate "Lest We Forget" but i t  would be impossible
to recount a l l  t h e  things we t reasure  o f  one who
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meant so much to  the  community a t  l a r g e .

CHAPTER X L I I I

Here i s  a  b i t  t h a t  may amuse you. When my aunts
came down t o  s tay  Aunt Anna immediately hunted up a
pot hole Aunty had t o l d  about, almost opposite where
I l i v e  but  f a r  back from the road. S h e  went about
making a  garden and na tura l l y  got  many compliments.
Aunty was jealous o f  the  at tent ions Aunt Anna was
winning, and although she had never planted anything
in her  l i f e  she secret ly  ordered a  package o f  wax
bean seed. A u n t  Anna wondered what was going on one
morning when Aunty started out  before having her
coffee and was rushing toward the  garden spot.  Seems
someone had t o l d  her  beans sprouted i n  so many days,
and she aimed t o  be among those present when hers d id
In a  few minutes she was on he.: way back, and Aunt
Anna f i n a l l y  made out she was Ye l l i n g  "Where's t h a t
trowel?" S h e  took i t  and went out  t o  meet her  and
Aunty panted — "Those f o o l  beans came up upside down
and I  want t o  t u r n  them over before the  sun ruins
them." A u n t  Anna, laughing, went along and already
the skins were dropping o f f .  I t  took Aunty months
to l i v e  t h a t  one down.

CHAPTER XLIV

There were many expression t h a t  puzzled Aunty when
she f i r s t  cane t o  board vii ::h the  Hcrnes whi le  looking
for a  homestead. S h e  got use t o  them re fe r r ing  t o
Yankees with an adject ive i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  word and
accepted t h e i r  term o f  "Making Tomatoes" instead o f
growing them, and learned what "Two Looks" meant but
the one she could not  understand was "Right Smart".
They used i t  i n  so many ways, b u t  the  one t h a t  r e a l l y
was the  l a s t  straw with her  was when she asked Mr.
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Horne how much f e r t i l i z e r  she should g ive  her  young
orange t rees .  A s  usual he sa id  "Oh Right Smart".
That was not  d e f i n i t e  enough f o r  her  so the  next
time she went i n  town she took along one o f  those
high c o f f e e  cans we used t o  g e t  our  coffee i n ,  and
asked him to  show her exact ly  what "Right Smart"
meant when i t  referred t o  f e r t i l i z e r .

Another saying i n  common use was "He A i n ' t  Got
No Force "  and she learned t h e  meaning o f  t h a t  deal—
ing with her  f i r s t  colored he lp .  O n l y  once d id  she
rea l ly  f e e l  she had seen colored help a t  t h e i r  ex—
treme l i m i t  o f  speed. I t  happened during World War
I .  Remember how we could not  ge t  f r e i g h t  cars ,  nor
crates, e t c .  and crops had t o  r o t  even sometimes a f —
ter  being picked? W e l l  Mr.  Urban t o l d  us there  was
a crying need o f  vinegar i n  Key West, and suggested
she u t i l i z e  some o f  the  grape f r u i t  t h a t  way. H e  had
a press and she had t h e  f r u i t  so I  was delegated t o
gather and wash every obtainable container.  H e  said
he could ge t  i t  t o  Key West through some p u l l  he had.
What a  task  we had undertaken. E v e r y  b o t t l e ,  j u g
and demijohn was f i l l e d  and i n  addi t ion a  b a r r e l  and
a keg.  F i n a l l y  Mr.  Urban thought t h e  t ime had come
when i t  should be f i l le ted .

Al l  winter  Aunty had been the  only person who
seemed a b l e  t o  g e t  co lo red  h e l p  a t  w i l l  and such
good natured h e l p .  T h e y  b rought  t h e i r  l unches  i n
t i n  buckets i ns tead  o f  bags,  and sang i n  t h e  p a c k i n g
house as  t h e y  a t e  a t  noon.

Mr. Urban never  kep t  h i s  appointments v e r y  w e l l ,
so when the f i l t e r i n g  d a y  a r r i v e d ,  A u n t y  suggested
that  we go ahead w i t h o u t  h im and though t  i t  a  good
idea t o  p u t  t h e  keg on  t h e  t a b l e  and b e g i n  on  t h a t .
With a mighty heave we l i f t e d  and t h e  th ing  went up
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to t h e  c e i l i n g  o f  t h e  l o w  b u i l t  pack ing shed. W e
were abso lu te l y  stunned a t  t h a t .  S h e  t hen  gave t h e
bar re l  an  exper imenta l  shake and i t  t o o ,  moved and
then reach ing up she t o o k  down a  coup le  o f  b o t t l e s
from t h e  f r o n t  row and those  behind were empty.  W e
knew then why she had been ab le  t o  g e t  h e l p .

I t  was n o t  so  funny  a  f e w  days l a t e r  when an o f f i—
cer appeared a t  o u r  f r o n t  door  ask ing  t h e  whereabouts
of  an  o l d  co lo red  man named C a r t e r  who l i v e d  i n  t h e
shack n o r t h  o f  t h e  g rove .  When  I  r e a l i z e d  he  was t o
be made t h e  scapegoat o f  something no one was r e a l l y
to blame f o r  I  j u s t  t o l d  t h a t  o f f i c e r  t h e  t a l e .  H e
laughed u n t i l  t h e  t e a r s  r a n  down h i s  cheeks, and l e f t
and we never  heard any more about  t h e  g r e a t  bootleg—
ging dea l  i n  Aun ty ' s  g rove .

CHAPTER XLV

Very e a r l y  one morning Mr.  Brewer dropped
Mrs. Brewer o f f  a t  A u n t y ' s  pa th  and went  o f f  t o  h i s
day's work .  M r s .  Brewer came j a u n t i l y  up t h e  pa th
wi th  h e r  work bag swing ing f rom one hand and a  cov—
ered d i s h  i n  t h e  o t h e r .

As soon as  she was i n  hear ing  d i s tance  she began
t e l l i n g  us  o u r  ne ighbor  was t o  be  marr ied t h e  n e x t
day and t h a t  she thought  we should a l l  go  t o  h e l p
her do t h e  l a s t  sma l l  t h i n g s  toward g e t t i n g  ready,
as she had no k i n  here  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I t  t o o k  o n l y  a
few minutes o f  u n i t e d  e f f o r t  t o  make us  ready f o r
the t r i p .  A u n t y  f e d  t h e  ch ickens ,  A u n t  Anna g o t
together t h e  making f o r  o u r  share o f  t h e  l unch ,  and
I t i d i e d  up  t h e  room. T h e n  w i t h  o u r  work bags, we
star ted f o r t h .  F r o m  t h e  co rne r  on  we t o o k  a  s o r t
o f  double I n d i a n  f i l e  f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  two i n  each
road r u t  t h a t  we might  b e t t e r  c a r r y  on  a  conversa t ion .

— 78  —

There was much
ably l i v e .  H i s  h
hers was nearer  t
they re turned? W
in  o rde r  o r  a  s o r
or a  s e r i e s  o f  d i
i n  t u r n .  W e  ga th
and t o l d  h e r  t h e
tainments i n  hono

We found t h e  b
the l i t t l e  wood s
a bake oven we fE
but we were the re
We t o o k  up ou r  pc
in  t u r n  t ook  a f s
over f o r  any need
t i c u 3 a r l y  hard p i
mopped h e r  brow a
l a s t  i r o n i n g  I  s r

Our r e a c t i o n s
pared no tes .  T h E
ning t o  b u i l d  a  r
steads t h e y  had c
colored maid t o  c
shack. I  thought
honeymoon, and t t
love ly  c o t t o n  crE
fashion,  when I

None o f  us  vol
the i r o n i n g  was
her o l d  t i n  c o f f
and s a i d  she wou
breakfast  ( t h a t
knew she s t a r t e d



ie
the

end
Les

We

off i—
t o u t s
the
s t o
a l l y

He
l e f t

leg—

his
th
o v —

gan
xt
D
V ,
1 7 a

Ind
re

t i on .

1

ir
1111

111

111

There was much t o  d i scuss  — where would t h e y  prob—
ably l i v e .  H i s  homestead had t h e  b e t t e r  house b u t
hers was nearer  town.  T h e n  what should  we do when
they re tu rned? Wo u l d  a  neighborhood pound p a r t y  be
in  o rde r  o r  a  s o r t  o f  r e c e p t i o n  a t  t h e  Gu i l d  H a l l ,
or a  s e r i e s  o f  d inners  u n t i l  each had en te r ta ined
in t u r n .  W e  gathered a t  Mrs.  Bow as we went a long ,
and t o l d  h e r  t h e  s k e t c h i l l y  planned f u t u r e  enter—
tainments i n  honor o f  t h e  newlyweds.

We found t h e  b r i d e  i r o n i n g ,  h e a t i n g  h e r  i r o n s  on
the l i t t l e  wood s t o v e .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  house was l i k e
a bake oven we f e l t  a  d i s t i n c t  c h i l l  i n  t h e  welcome
but we were t h e r e  and determined t o  do  o u r  good deed.
We took  up o u r  pos ts  near  t h e  i r o n i n g  board and each
in  t u r n  t o o k  a  f r e s h l y  i r oned  a r t i c l e  and looked  i t
over f o r  any needed r e p a i r s .  A f t e r  f i n i s h i n g  a  par—
t i c u l a r l y  hard p i e c e  o f  i r o n i n g ,  t h e  b r i d e  t o  be
mopped h e r  brow and s a i d  " W e l l  anyway t h i s  i s  t h e
las t  i r o n i n g  I  s h a l l  e v e r  have t o  d o " .

Our r eac t i ons  va r i ed  we found l a t e r ,  when we com—
pared no tes .  T h e  o t h e r s  thought  t h e y  must be  plan—
ning t o  b u i l d  a  new shack on whichever o f  t h e  home—
steads t h e y  had decided t o  l i v e  on ,  and i n s t a l l  a
colored maid t o  do t h e  work ,  and l i v e  i n  t h e  o l d
shack. I  t hough t  t h e y  must be  go ing  n o r t h  o n  t h e i r
honeymoon, and t h a t  she planned t o  conve r t  t o  t h e
love ly  c o t t o n  crepes t h a t  were j u s t  coming i n t o
fashion,  when I  l e f t  f o r  F l o r i d a  e a r l y  i n  t h e  summer.

None o f  us  vouched any  answers however, a n d  soon
the i r o n i n g  was f i n i s h e d .  T h e  hostess t h e n  p u l l e d
her o l d  t i n  c o f f e e  p o t  t o  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  s t o v e
and s a i d  she would hea t  up  t h e  c o f f e e  l e f t  f r o m
breakfast  ( t h a t  was p u t t i n g  i t  m i l d l y ,  a s  we a l l
knew she s t a r t e d  f r o m  sc ra t ch  o n l y  Sundays) a n d  t h e n
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l e t  t h e  f i r e  d i e  down as  she wanted t h e  house t o
cool o f f .  S u c h  a  proceeding was e n t i r e l y  c o n t r a r y
to t h e  usua l  way o f  do ing  i n  those  days,  b u t  we a c -
cepted h e r  excuse a long  w i t h  t h e  c o l d  b i s c u i t s  she
had l e f t  f r om b reak fas t .  T h e y  and t h e  can o f  r o a s t
beef and Mrs.  Brewer ' s  co t t age  cheese and some r i p e
guavas made t h e  l unch .

A f t e r  t h a t  Mrs .  Brewer s a i d  we would l o v e  t o  see
her new c l o thes  and she r a t h e r  r e l u c t a n t l y  d isp layed
a l o v e l y  g ray  s u i t  and b louse ,  and a  w h i t e  h a t .  J u s t
as she was about  t o  t a k e  down a b e a u t i f u l  summery
looking d:'ess f r om  i t s  henger,  we heard wagon wheels
approaching. I t  s t a r t l e d  u s  as  i t  came f rom town and
we had heard n o t h i n g  pass ing t h a t  morning.  T h e r e  was
no reason f o r  such a  t h i n g  t o  happen as  no one had
gone by  and passers  by  were even a  source o f  i n tense
i n t e r e s t .  A s  i t  came nearer  we saw t h a t  i t  was Mr.
Horne's l i t t l e  horse  and wagon t h a t  he  used t o  h a u l
th ings f r om town t o  h i s  homestead.

I t  was a  r e c e n t  purchase on h i s  p a r t ,  and s t i l l
an o b j e c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  u s .  A s  t h e y  drew nearer
we cou ld  see i t  was t h e  hos tess '  son  d r i v i n g  and
beside h im s a t  a  t a l l  s t r a n g e r  wear ing a  g r a y  s u i t
and Randma h a t .  W e  tu rned  as  one w e l l  t r a i n e d  cho -
rus t o  remark on t h a t ,  b u t  t h e  hostess and t h e  sum-
meryAitess had b o t h  disappeared o u t  t h e  back window,
and we knew she was d ress ing  under t h e  s h e l t e r  back
o f  h e r  l i t t l e  c a b i n .

We s i l e n t l y  gathered u p  o u r  bags and f i l e d  o u t
s lowly j u s t  a s  t h e  o u t f i t  t u r n e d  i n t o  t h e  y a r d .
Looking back we saw ou r  hostess coming serene ly
around t h e  ce-cner o f  t h e  house, b u t  n o t  even g l a n c -
ing o u r  way. W e  r e a l i z e d  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  were d e f i n i t e -
l y  n o t  i n  o r d e r,  s o  we t o o k  up t h e  homeward t r e k .
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Once o u t  o f  e a r  s h o t  Mrs.  Bow remarked she guess-
ed t h a t  so lved a l l  t h e  problems we had d iscussed.
None o f  us  eve r  e x a c t l y  knew when o r  where t h e  wed-
ding t ook  p lace ,  b u t  t h e  n e x t  t i m e  we walked i n t o
town t h e  l i t t l e  house was c losed and each t r i p  t h e r e -
a f t e r  t h e  yard  looked more and more overgrown, and
the p lace  more deser ted .  The sequal  o f  t h e  s t o r y
came o u t  some years  l a t e r ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  another  t a l e .

CHAPTER XLVI

Perhaps a  t a l e  o f  e a r l y  e n t e r t a i n i n g  would be  i n -
t e res t i ng .  S i n c e  t h e r e  was no p l ace  t o  h o l d  g a t h e r -
ings,  and i t  was a  c r y i n g  need t o  earn  money f o r
road b u i l d i n g ,  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  was o f f e r e d  was g l a d l y
accepted.

One summer a l l  t h e  Kosels ,  excep t  F lo rence ,  t h e n
probably i n  h e r  l a t e  t w e n t i e s ,  had gone back t o  Long
Island t o  grow s t rawber r i es  t o  f i n a n c e  n e x t  season 's
cropping. S h e  was h o l d i n g  down a l l  f o u r  homesteads
as t h e  i d i om was t h e n .  T h e y  l i v e d  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l
duplex, one  s e c t i o n  was t h e i r s  and t h e  o t h e r  t h e
mule's,  and i t  had a  l o n g  r o o f  and t h e  space between
the sec t i ons  was u t i l i z e d  a s  wash shed -  pack ing
house i n  season, gene ra l  p l a c e  f o r  household t a s k s
and many o t h e r  t h i n g s .

The on l y  p a r t  w i t h  a  f l o o r  was p a r t  o f  t h e  mu le ' s
sect ion o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and t h a t  was s o l e l y  t o  keep
the machinery f r om r u s t i n g  i n  case o f  h u r r i c a n e  and
high wa te r.

As usua l  we a l l  walked t o  t h e  p l a c e  hav ing  f e d
the ch ickens e a r l y .  T h e  t h r e e  f a m i l i e s  f r o m  t h i s
immediate neighborhood were t h e r e  and a c t u a l l y  t h e
Bernickers and Rutzkeys and B ie r f r eunds  had  walked
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from way up on  S i l v e r  Palm. M r s .  B ie r f r eund  was a
lonesome l i t t l e  b r i d e  j u s t  ove r  f rom Germany and
since I  cou ld  understand and t r a n s l a t e  f o r  h e r  she
clung t o  me a l l  even ing.  T h e  supper ove r  and con—
versat ion l agg ing ,  a s  we s a t  on  improvised benches
and o l d  c r a t e s ,  e t c . ,  someone suggested danc ing .
Annie Roberts had brought  h e r  harmonica and Dan h i s
f i d d l e .  M r s .  Kose l  was d o u b t f u l ,  b u t  t h e y  agreed
to p u t  t h e  machinery back as  i t  was i f  she would
l e t  themnove i t  o u t .  T h e  f l o o r  was rough and uneven
but t h e  f u n  was k e p t  b o i l i n g  and s i n c e  Mrs.  Kose l
cooked o u t  o f  doors  much o f  t h e  t i m e  t h e r e  was a l —
ways a  smudge go ing .  T h e i r  mule Mike learned  t o
give t h e  ever  p2esent smolder ing l o g  a  k i c k  i f  t h e
smoke d ied  down. S o  much food had been brought  t h a t
the p a r t y  l a s t e d  a l l  n i g h t  as  was usua l  i n  those
times. E a c h  one n o t  o n l y  donatedbut a l s o  pa id  f o r
what was eaten w h i l e  t h e r e  and money was accumulat ing.

That i s  what l e d  t o  t h e  w i l d  i dea  o f  b u i l d i n g  a
place where enter ta inments  cou ld  be  he ld  on  a  l a r g e r
scale and money earned f a s t e r  we hoped.

There was once a  famous p a r t y  a t  Dan Rober t ' s
place. W e  t o o k  pa ins  t o  hang l a n t e r n s  a l l  a long  t h e
t r a i l  l e a d i n g  i n  so  t h a t  people  cou ld  f i n d  t h e  p lace
and l o n g  be fo re  we tu rned  o f f  t h e  main t r a i l  we cou ld
hear t h e  no ise  o f  t h e  p a r t y  a l ready  w e l l  under  way.
The Roberts had one room c e i l e d  more o r  l e s s  and a l l
the babies were p laced on  t h e  bed and each mother
was respons ib le  f o r  keeping h e r  p o t  o f  smudge go ing
near he r  c h i l d .  T h e y  a l l  seemed t o  know t h e i r  own
babies c r y ,  and a  s e t  dancing might  pause momentar i ly
whi le a  mother s c u r r i e d  o f f  t o  a t t end  h e r  c h i l &  and
someone e l s e  was found t o  t a k e  h e r  p l ace .

The room was sma l l  and t h e  crowd was l a r g e r  o u t -
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side around bon f i r e s  and  a  c o f f e e  p o t  was on  one
f i r e  and a  s tew on another  and t h e y  had acqu i red  a
f i v e  g a l l o n  f r e e z e r  some p lace  and i t  was f i l l e d ,
ground and used up method ica l l y  t i m e  a f t e r  t i m e .
There was an  improvised t a b l e  where cakes and p i e s
were on sa l e  i n  p a r t s  o r  whole.

I f  you never  have seen such a  " f r o l i c "  as t h e y
cal led them you cannot p i c t u r e  i n  you r  mind t h e
fasc ina t ion  o f  i t  a l l .  P e o p l e  were i n  h i g h  s p i r i t s
and g l ad  t o  be  t oge the r  and everyone was f r i e n d l y .

CHAPTER XLVI I

Probably t h e  most impor tan t  even t  o f  each home-
steader 's  l i f e  a f t e r  h i s  own p rov ing  up day was t h e
completion o f  t h e  F.E .C .  t o  Key West.  E v e r y  a b l e
bodied man down here  g o t  h i s  s t a r t  work ing  on t h e
ra i l r oad  and every  one knew t h e  progress f r o m  week
to week. F i n a l l y  summer came and t h e y  began hav ing
Sunday excurs ions t o  Key West, and we were among t h e
ones who boarded t h e  t r a i n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  o n e .

The t r a i n  was scheduled t o  l e a v e  Homestead a t
four  A.M. ,  s o  we were up  a t  two  and on  o u r  way w i t h
lantersn by two t h i r t y .  A s  we stepped o u t  i n t o  t h e
main t r a i l  we cou ld  see o t h e r  l a n t e r n s  o f f  toward
the n o r t h  and a s  we neared t h e  bend i n  t h e  road
tha t  i s  now t h e  co rne r  o f  Krome and Avocado, we
sould see o the rs  coming f rom t h e  e a s t  and some a -
head o f  us  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Homestead.

We gathered o n  t h e  p l a t f o r m  and a l l  we re  i n  h i g h
s p i r i t s .  M r .  Brewer had decided t h e  s a f e s t  p laces
to h i d e  t h e  l a n t e r n s  were under  t h e  depot  a n d  he  had
brought a  sma l l  hammer and a  f e w  n a i l s  t o  p u t  i n  t h e
timbers t o  hang h i s  and h i s  ne ighbo r ' s  l a n t e r n s .
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He made severa l  t r i p s  u n d e r  t o  accomodate o the rs  who
had n o t  planned t h a t  f a r  ahead.

Of course t h e  t r a i n  was n o t  on  t i m e ,  and i t  was
a l l  o f  seven be fo re  i t  a c t u a l l y  p u l l e d  i n ,  and i t  was
crowded w i t h  people f r om Miami and f a r t h e r  up t h e
road. A g a i n  i t  was M r.  Brewer 's  f o r e s i g h t  t h a t  saved
the day f o r  us .  H e  had brought  a long  a  s t r o n g  rope
and a  l e a t h e r  s t r a p .  A s  soon as  t h e  t r a i n  was about
to s t a r t  he t o l d  Mrs .  Brewer and Aun t  Anna t o  s i t  on
the t o p  s t e p  o f  t h e  back p l a t f o r m  and he  fas tened
the s t r a p  around t h e  two o f  them and t h e  hand r a i l
of  t h e  s teps  t h a t  t h e y  might  have something t o  s teady
themselves a g a i n s t ,  and he  p laced Aunty  and me on
the oppos i te  s i d e  o f  t h e  p l a t f o r m  and t i e d  u s  secure—
ly  i n  p lace  w i t h  t h e  rope .  T h a t  i s  how we rode a l l
the way t o  Key West regard less  o f  showers o r  sunshine.

Part o f  t h e  way i t  seemed a s  i f  o u r  f e e t  cou ld  a l —
most touch  t h e  wa te r,  t h e  road bed was s o  l o w.  There
were almost no houses on  t h e  Keys a t  t h a t  t i m e  and
we saw-only t h e  s t range  vege ta t i on  and b i r d s .  I t
was a  most wonder fu l  exper ience.

When we f i n a l l y  reached Key West i t  was i n  a  down—
pour o f  r a i n 7 t h a t  l a s t e d  a l l  d a y.  S o o n  t h e  restaur—
ants were crowded t o  capac i t y  and eve ry  s w e l t e r i n g
awning had i t s  f u l l  quota o f  people t r y i n g  n o t  t o
get soaked.

I t  was mid a f te rnoon  be fo re  we cou ld  even g e t  i n t o
a r e s t a u r a n t ,  and t h e n  c o f f e e  was a l l  t h a t  was l e f t
to s e l l  — t h a t  t h i c k  b l a c k  Cuban k i n d ,  b u t  we were
thankfu l  t o  even g e t  t h a t  f o r  no one had though t  t o
br ing  l unch .  W e  had had v i s i o n s  o f  e a t i n g  Spanish
food i n  Cuban Restaurants which we had heard s o
much about .
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Af te r  t h e  c o f f e e  break  we t o o k  a  c a r r i a g e  and
went t o  see a  c i g a r  f a c t o r y  t h a t  was open f o r  i n—
spection and t h e n  drove t o  t h e  cemetery because we
wanted t o  s tand bes ide  t h e  grave o f  a  boy  f r om  our
home town who d ied  i n  t h e  Spanish War. W e  had hoped
to t a k e  a p i c t u r e  t o  send h i s  mother.

When we reached t h e  main p a r t  o f  t h e  town aga in
some t ra inman Mr.  Brewer knew t o l d  h i m  c o n f i d e n t i a l l y
tha t  a  t r a i n  was making up and i f  we went t o  t h e  d e —
pcot t hey  would honor  o u r  t i c k e t s ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  was n o t
par t  o f  t h e  excurs ion .  S i n c e  t h e  r a i n  was s t i l l
pouring down, we decided t o  t a k e  t h e  adv i ce  o f f e r e d
and g o t  aboard j u s t  be fo re  t h e  t r a i n  was t o  s t a r t .

We a r r i v e d  i n  Homestead f o u r  hours  l a t e r ,  r e t r i ev—
ed o u r  l a n t e r n s  f r o m  under t h e  depot ,  and w i t h  t h e
Brewers s t a r t e d  o u r  t r e k  o u t  t o  t h e  shack.  I t  was
almost d a y l i g h t  be fo re  we reached o u r  shack and heard
the o the rs  making t h e i r  way homeward.

That t r i p  was t h e  conversa t ion  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f
tha t  summer. R e c e n t l y  I  made t h e  t r i p  b y  c a r  and
found i t  n o t  n e a r l y  so  i n t e r e s t i n g  and e x c i t i n g  as
that  one o f  l o n g  ago when t h e  people  d i sapp rov ing
of  such t h i n g s  as  Sunday excurs ions  had s tayed  i n—
doors w i t h  c losed b l i n d s  t o  show how they  f e l t  t o —
wards people who would t h u s  desecra te  t h e  Sabbath.
The town was as  deser ted a s  a  ghos t  town .

CHAPTER X LV I I I

The accepted c a l l  f o r  h e l p  i n  homesteading days
was t h r e e  sho ts  and t h r e e  t o o t s  o f  t h e  t r a i n  w h i s t l e
in  t h e  f a l l  meant a  hurr icanewas coming, a n d  t h e
cropping season f r o s t  was expected.

My aunts  decided s i n c e  t h e y  had had so  l i t t l e
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prac t i ce  w i t h  f i r e a r m s  t h e y  might  g e t  a  r e v o l v e r  r e -
versed, s o  Aunty  brought  down a p o l i c e  w h i s t l e  which
I  had had on  a  wheel once.  I t  was so  s h r i l l  i t  made
many a  pedes t r i an  buck le  h i s  knees, t o  my d e l i g h t
when I  was i n  back o f  h im on my wheel .

A f t e r  Aunt  Anna came down, one  evening they  g o t
in to  a  d i scuss ion  as  t o  t h e  m e r i t s  o f  t h a t  w h i s t l e .
Aunt Anna though t  i t  would n o t  be  heard f a r  enough
to be  o f  any use i n  case t hey  needed h e l p .  T o  prove
i t  she gave a  mighty  b l a s t  on  i t ,  i n  j i g  t i m e  t h e r e
were l a n t e r n s  coming f r om the  eas t  and f r o m  t h e  west
where t h e i r  o n l y  neighbors l i v e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I t
was an  embarassing moment, o f  course,  b u t  an  excuse
f o r  making up t h e  f i r e  and  p u t t i n g  on  a  p o t  o f  c o f f e e
and b reak ing  o u t  a  box  o f  Uneedas which c o n s t i t u t e d
a p a r t y  i n  those  t imes .

When anyone was making a  t r i p  t o  Miami any  Ne igh-
bor f o r  m i l es  around f e l t  f r e e  t o  ask  h im t o  shop
f o r  any th ing  under t h e  sun .  M r .  F r o r i e p  was p lann ing
one such t r i p  and someone l i s t e d  ske ins  o f  embroidery
thread. T h e  c l e r k s  i n  Burdines g igg led  o v e r  h i s  p r o -
nunc iat ion o f  t h e  word " S k e i n "  and i t  made h im both
angry and embarassed..

He packed a l l  t h e  e x t r a  a r t i c l e s  i n  one s u i t  case
he had brought  a long  f o r  t h a t  purpose.  W h e n  he g o t
o f f  t h e  t r a i n  a t  Homestead he  f o r g o t  t h a t  s u i t  case
and i t  went on  m e r r i l y  down t h e  l i n e ,  b y  work t r a i n
as f a r  as  t h a t  went and t h e n  by  f e r r y  t o  Key West.
He knew on l y  t o o  w e l l  i t  m igh t  t a k e  days t o  g e t
i t  back .

A r r i v i ng  o u t  t o  h i s  home he g o t  more and more
angry and e x c i t e d  f o r  he knew people would be  a w a i t -
ing h i s  a r r i v a l  -  o r  so  he though t .  R e a l l y  t h e r e  was
j u s t  one person t h e r e ,  a n  i t i n e r a t e  preacher,  and
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11111
e- i o w a r d  noon d i d  M r.  F r o r i e p  have a  deeper ave rs i on .

de 1 1 1 1 1
ch V  e  used t o  say  a l l  t h e y  ever  d i d  was e a t  up a l l  h i s

chicken. S e e i n g  t h a t  t h e  wors t  was happening he
tossed t h e  r e i n s  t o  h i s  son and s t a r t e d  th rough  t h e
house us ing  language no one i s  e v e r  supposed t o  use
or hear  i n  p o l i t e  s o c i e t y.

i l l  T h e  preacher,  shocked, f o l l o w e d  h im  o u t  t o  t h e
barn t o  t r y  and ca lm him down and re fo rm  h im too  may-

be b e .  M r .  F r o r i p e  tu rned  t o  h im  w i t h  a  g r i n  and s a i d ,
e I I I  " I  had t o  g e t  h e r  f i r s t  o r  she would have g o t t e n  me"
st a n d  t hen  p l a i n t i v e l y  " I t ' s  t h e  l i t t l e  t h i n g s  t h a t  make

Lena mad, and she ge ts  so  a w f u l  mad."  T h e y  bo th
e 11111 r o a r e d  w i t h  l a u g h t e r,  and Mrs.  F r o r i p e  came o u t  t o
fee t h e  barn ,  and heard t h e  t a l e  about  t h e  s u i t  case and
3 s h e  j o i ned  i n  t h e i r  l a u g h t e r,  and s a i d  i t  m igh t  cu re

i l l p e o p l e  o f  ask ing  o the rs  t o  do t h e i r  e r rands .

1_ C H A P T E R  XLIX

.ng M y  f o l k s  u s u a l l y  t r i e d  t o  save t h e  r e a l l y  b i g  news
)ry a s  a  s u r p r i s e  f o r  me upon a r r i v e a l  f o r  my annual  SUM-

mer v i s i t .  O n c e  i t  was t h a t  we now had phone s e r v i c e .
Expense o f  w i r e  work and box was met b y  p r o r a t i n g  i t
a l l  among those  who formed t h e  o r i g i n a l  phone com-
pany. Expense  f o r  po les  was e l im ina ted  b y  f a s t e n i n g
the w i res  t o  any convenient  p i n e  t r e e  a long  t h e  r o u t e .

as

W. A .  F r a z i e r ,  who came w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  g roup
from Kansas, was t h e  man who knew about i n s t a l l i n g
a phone system, s o  he  d i d  t h e  work and c e n t r a l  was
at h i s  p lace  west  o f  where t h e  Experiment S t a t i o n  now
stands. Mrs .  F r a z i e r  was t h e  ope ra to r  and t h e r e  were
I  t h i n k  f i v e  l i n e s  runn ing  t o  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  n e i g h -
borhoods. When  t h e  F r a z i e r s  wanted t o  spend a  day
away f rom home she j u s t  t h rew  open a l l  l i n e s  and we
had a  wonder fu l  h o l i d a y  o f  r i n g i n g  a  number and t a l k -

-  8 7 -



rr
ing t o  whoever we happened t o  g e t  on  whatever l i n e .
Each o f  us  owned o u r  own box,  and was o u r  own r e p a i r
man. W e  have been g iven  a  box  o f  f uses  and we re—
placed them as needed. J u s t  he ld  up  t h e  conversa t ion
i f  one b lew o u t ,  rep laced  i t  and went  on  t a l k i n g .

No hu r r i cane  happened a l ong ,  s o  we r e a l l y  had v e r y
s a t i s f a c t o r y  s e r v i c e  f o r  seve ra l  yea rs .  L a t e r  when
the r e g u l a r  system was brought  down f rom Miami, some
of  us  had bo th  phones and f o r  convenience sake t h e
boxes were always p laced s i d e  by  s i d e  on t h e  w a l l ,
p re fe rab ly  by  a  f r o n t  door  as  ne ighbors  who were
less f o r t u n a t e  came t o  use  t h e  phones.

What was considered a  ne ighbo r l y  a c t  t h e n  was t o
take a  Miami message t o  r e l a y  on — You j u s t  he ld  a
rece iver  a t  each e a r  and l i s t e n e d  and repeated u n t i l
both p a r t i e s  g o t  t h e i r  message th rough .

A f te r  we had r e g u l a r  s e r v i c e  Lena Knowles was t h e
head o f  t h e  o f f i c e  a t  Homestead, and I  f e e l  s u r e  she
would have taken i t  as  an  i n s u l t  had we c a l l e d  b y
number. S h e  knew them a l l  b y  memory, and we j u s t
to ld  h e r  who we wanted t o  speak w i t h  and she  connect—
ed t h e  l i n e s .  O n e  s t u n t  was, when c ropp ing  season
was n o t  t a k i n g  up most o f  t h e  l i n e s ,  t o  connect  up
several o f  us  f o r  a  n i c e  morning v i s i t .  A n o t h e r  help—
f u l  t h i n g  she p u t  ove r  as  i f  you wanted some s p e c i a l
f r iend Lena would t e l l  you  where she was and connect
you w i t h  t h a t  phone i ns tead  o f  t h e  one you had asked
f o r .  I t  was a  n i c e  f r i e n d l y  way o f  runninga phone
o f f i c e ,  a n d  we s t i l l  miss t h e  i n f o r m a i l t y  o f  such
serv ice,  who knew i t  i n  i t s  heyday.

CHAPTER L

Here i s  a  b i t  f r om boot legg ing  days t h a t  I  t h i n k
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rather  amusing and maybe t y p i c a l  o f  t h a t  e r a .  M r .
and Mrs.  E a r l  M a r t i n  had a  c h a r t e r  boa t  anchored down
on t h e  Keys a rea ,  and s i n c e  t h e  wa te r  was sha l l ow  they
had i t  somewhat o f f  shore and se rv iced  i t  by  means o f
a s k i f f  and outboard moto r.

Their  c a r  developed t r o u b l e  on  a  r e t u r n  t r i p  f r om
Miami on  t h i s  c e r t a i n  day and t h e y  a r r i v e d  back a t
t h e i r  Keys l o c a t i o n  ve ry  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  Bo th
thought t h e  boa t  should  be  se rv iced  and ready  f o r  use
on an e a r l y  c h a r t e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  morning.  F a t e  seem-
ed t o  be  aga ins t  them t h a t  day f o r  t r o u b l e  developed
in  t h e  outboard motor  and as  t h e y  worked f r a n t i c a l l y
the boa t  d r i f t e d  s o  t h e y  were comple te ly  befuddled
when f i n a l l y  a f t e r  da rk  -  t h e y  were ready t o  r e t u r n
to shore .  T h e y  t r i e d  t h i s  i n l e t  and t h a t ,  and g o t
stuck i n  t h e  mud o n  a  sand b a r ,  and b o t h  g o t  o u t  t o
push o f f .  O n c e  when t hey  had decided t i  would b e
wise t o  anchor f o r  t h e  n i g h t  Mr.  M a r t i n  d iscovered
they were on  a mud bank r i g h t  o f f  shore  f r om  a ceme-
te ry  he recognized.  H e  thought  t h a t  s i g h t  m igh t  n o t
be conducive t o  Mrs .  M a r t i n ' s  comfo r t  i f  she happened
also t o  recogn ize  i t .

None o f  t h e  v i s i b l e  l i g h t s  seemed f a m i l i a r  u n t i l
a t  l a s t  one appeared t h a t  a l though a  l i t t l e  o f f  bea t
appeared t o  be  one t h e y  cou ld  coun t  on  maybe. F r a n -
t i c a l l y  t hey  s teered  toward i t  f e a r i n g  each moment
they would r u n  o u t  o f  gas .  A g a i n  t h e y  g o t  s t u c k  on
a sand b a r ,  and when t h e y  bo th  g o t  o u t  t o  push,  a
shark brushed aga ins t  M r.  M a r t i n  f r o m  under t h e  b o a t .
He grabbed h i s  w i f e  and t h r e w  h e r  i n t o  t h e  b o a t ,  and
fol lowed h e r  i n t o  i t .  T h e  Mar t i ns  were nea r i ng  t h e
place where t h e  l i g h t  was f l a s h i n g ,  a n d  suddenly  a
voice chal lenged them. M r .  M a r t i n  exp la ined  who t h e y
were and t h e i r  p l i g h t ,  and a f t e r  mutua l  con f idence
had been es tab l i shed ,  t h e  men tu rned  t h e i r  own spo t
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l i g h t s  on  t o  gu ide  t h e  Mar t i ns  i n  t o  t h e  wha r f .  T h e n
explanations were made. T h e  men were t h e r e  t o  meet
a b o a t  w i t h  a  l o a d  o f  something t hey  had ordered and
to w h i l e  away t h e  t i m e  t h e  men were p l a y i n g  d i c e  em
the p i e r .  S i n c e  t h e r e  was no  e l e c t r i c  o r  o t h e r  l i g h t -
ing on  t h e  whar f  n a t u r a l l y,  each  man i n  t u r n  th rew
and t h e n  f l ashed  o n  h i s  f l a s h  l i g h t  t h a t  he  and t h e
others m igh t  see i n  t h a t  s h o r t  b l i n k  what had been
thrown. I t  a l l  worked o u t  more o r  l e s s  r h y t h m i c a l l y
and t h a t  i s  what t h e  Mar t i ns  had taken  t o  be  a  r e -
peat ing b l i n k e r .

CHAPTER L I

When t h e  schoo l  annual  r e c e n t l y  c a r r i e d  Mrs .  Fred
Redd's p i c t u r e ,  i t  t o o k  me back t o  t h e  f i r s t  g r a d u a -
t i o n  f rom the  Homestead Scho.)1s. I t  was o f  t h e  World
War I  e r a .  U t l e y  was t h e  one and o n l y  graduate .  I
l i s tened so  i n t e n t l y  I  can  s t i l l  r epea t  p a r t s  o f  h e r
essay, o n  t h i n g s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  home economics. A t
tha t  t i m e  susp ic ions  were r i f e  t h e  coun t r y  ove r  and
there fore  I  was d e l i g h t e d  when t h e  p a r t y  t h e  Fuchs
gave i n  honor o f  t h e i r  daugh te r ' s  g radua t ion  s t ressed
the p a t r i o t i s m  they  f e l t .  I t  was one o f  t h e  l o v l i e s t
pa r t i es  I  e v e r  a t tended,  and I  was t h e r e  o n l y  because
the guest  l i s t  i nc luded  a l l  U t l e y ' s  teachers ,  t h e
members o f  t h e  school  f a c u l t y  and t h e  schoo l  board ,
a l l  w i t h  t h e i r  wives o r  husbands and even c h i l d r e n
in  some cases.

Tables were s e t  on  t h e  f r o n t  lawn between t h e
avocado t r e e s  and benches b u i l t  f o r  sea t s .  A  f l a g
pole had been ra i sed  and a s  we drove i n t o  t h e  p lace
we saw t h e  b e a u t i f u l  r e d ,  w h i t e  and b l u e  symbol waving
proud ly.  When  i t  came t i m e  f o r  desse r t  I  t h i n k  every
one f e l t  l i k e  s tand ing  a t  s a l u t e  f o r  i n  came t r a y s
of  i n d i v i d u a l  cakes i n  t h e  schoo l  c o l o r s  and a t o p  o f
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each a  sma l l  s i l k  American F lag .  E a c h  gues t  p roud l y
wore h i s  f l a g ,  a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  a f te rnoon  and
probably t h e  same as  we t reasured i t  as  a  souven i r
u n t i l  t ime  made i t  d i s i n t i g r a t e ,  b u t  t h e  memories
are f o r e v e r.

CHAPTER L I I

Aunty had a  v e r y  keen e a r  mus i ca l l y  and i t  s tood
her i n  good s tead a t  t h e  t i m e  when r o c k  break ing  a —
round t r e e s  was i n  vogue. A t  f i r s t  p e o p l e  d i d  n o t
t r y  t o  l i n e  up t h e i r  t r e e s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  hunted a " s o f t
spot"  and s e t  them t h a t  way.  T h e y  were e i t h e r  s e t  on
top o f  t h e  r ock  o r  a  v e r y  sma l l  i n d e n t a t i o n  made and
then they  raked up t r a s h  t o  ho ld  them u p r i g h t .  N a t —
u r a l l y  as r o o t s  began t o  spread t h e y  needed some
place t o  go ,  t h u s  r o c k  break ing  came i n t o  t h e  p i c t u r e .
Men who t o o k  t h e  work agreed t o  b reak  i t  i n  a  c i r c l e
of  a  g i ven  c i rcumference and dep th  a t  an  agreed upon
p r i ce .  A u n t y  f i n a l l y  dec ided  i t  was t h e  r i g h t  p ro—
ceedure and t hen  one day a  man came by  ask ing  f o r
work and she h i r e d  h i m  t o  b reak  rock  i n  what she
cal led "The upper g rove " ,  a n  ac re  oppos i te  where
we l i v e d .

He wanted t o  come back t h e  n e x t  day and beg in  b u t
she was a f r a i d  someone e l s e  might  h i r e  h im  so i n—
sisted he  s t a r t  a t  once.  T h a t  d a y ' s  work  was abso—
l u t e l y  accord ing t o  agreement. A f t e r  he had q u i t  f o r
the day we walked up  and she measured around t h e  h o l e
and probed f o r  dep th .  T h e  n e x t  day he  d i d  a lmos t
twice as much work as  on  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  i t  made Aunty
suspicious. A f t e r  he l e f t  we t r i e d  o u t  some o f  t h e
trees and found he  had made t h e  c i r c l e s  o f  t h e  s i z e
agreed upon, b u t  t h e  depth  was n o t  t h e r e .  T h e y
wrangled ove r  i t  and t h e  n e x t  morning,  b u t  she cou ld
hear h im chopping s t e a d i l y,  and a l t hough  she  made
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several t r i p s  up  t h a t  grove she cou ld  n o t  e x a c t l y
catch h im a t  whatever he was do ing  t o  o u t w i t  h e r .

A f t e r  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ' s  hour  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  she
sat t h i n k i n g  awh i le  and t h e n  suddenly went o u t s i d e
and p u l l e d  seve ra l  p i c k s  f r om  under t h e  shack,  and
t r i e d  each one o u t .  S h e  was convinced i n  h e r  own
mind t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p ieces  o f  r o c k  cou ld  n o t  make
the d i f f e r e n c e  o f  t one  she found s o  t h e r e f o r e  i t  had
to be  t h e  p i c k .  H a v i n g  convinced h e r s e l f  on  t h a t
po in t  she wai ted u n t i l  t h e  man l e f t  t h a t  a f t e rnoon
and t h e n  ins tead  o f  measuring t h e  ho les  she went
about hbn t i ng  t h e  o t h e r  p i c k  he must be  u s i n g .  Found
i t  i n  t h e  pa lmet tos  bo rder ing  t h e  ac re  o f  g rove .  I t
was a  l i g h t  one he was us ing  i n  p lace  o f  t h e  heavy
one needed.

Next morning when he stopped b y  t o  g e t  h e r  p i c k
she was ready f o r  h im.  S h e  accompanied h im  up t o
the grove,  and t o o k  he r  sea t  on  a  l o g  near  b y.  T h a t
day's work was p e r f e c t ,  o n l y  t h e  man gave o u t  a t  noon,
and never  came back except  t o  c o l l e c t  h i s  money.

Others complained how t hey  g o t  cheated,  b u t  she
never gave away t h e  s e c r e t ,  wh ich  she had lea rned
the hard  way.  I t  was s imp l y  t h e  change o f  t one
in  t h e  l i g h t  p i c k  and t h e  heavy one t h a t  had enabled
men t o  p u t  ove r  t h e  decept ion  on  t h e  unsuspect ing
ones, b u t  never  aga in  on Aun ty.

CHAPTER L I I I

The need f o r  amusement f o r  c h i l d r e n
organ izat ion  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Boy Cho i r
I t  soon developed i n t o  an  a f f a i r  where
g i r l s  were welcomed and s m a l l  c h i l d r e n
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and everyone who cou ld  add something o f  c u l t u r a l
value o f f e red  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .  N e v e r  have I  wi tnessed
such p u l l i n g  t oge the r  as  a  community as  was p u t  f o r t h
f o r  t h a t  l i t t l e  o l d  Boy C h o i r.  F r o m  t h e  o r i g i n a l  one
hour o f  s i n g i n g  i t  soon emerged as  a  whole a f te rnoon
of va r i ed  c l asses .  L u c y  Warner Jordan came and
taught a r t  and French,  a  Mrs .  Co lby  gave Sweedish
exercises, Gladys Wal ton gave f o l k  dancing and games,
and Octavia Lehman taugh t  b a l l  room dancing and
e t i que t t e .  C h i l d r e n  walked m i l e s  t o  a t t e n d ,  o f t e n
carry ing t h e i r  shoes i n  t h e i r  hands t h a t  t h e y  migh t
be c lean  and d r y .  P e o p l e  who cou ld  b rought  t h e  chi ld—
ren f rom t h e i r  neighborhoods, Grace Brooker  brought
from her  neighborhood west  o f  F l o r i d a  C i t y  and Peo—
ple a lmost  i n  t h e  P e r r i n e  Area b rought  those  f r om
the area — a lmost  n e a r l y  a  hundred a l l  t o l d .

I t  was a  most cosmopol i tan bunch o f  youngsters  a l l
eager t o  l e a r n  and a l l  w e l l  behaved. T h e  g r e a t e s t
th rea t  a  mother cou ld  g i v e  was non at tendance a t  n e x t
Saturday's c h o i r  sess ion .  T h e  Gu i l d  f u r n i s h e d  re —
freshments one Saturday o f  t h e  month and D r .  Soper,
missionary r e c t o r  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f t e n  came and b rough t
guests f rom Coconut Grove and i t  was he  who began o f—
fe r ing  p r i z e s  f o r  va r i ous  achievements.

The one a f te rnoon  t h a t  s tands  o u t  b r i g h t e s t  i n  my
memory was when Octav ia  decided t o  t e a c h  t h e  k i d s
b a l l  room manners. She asked i f  any one knew how t o
introduce people .  S h e  went on  t o  e x p l a i n  i t  would
not be  considered v e r y  p o l i t e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a  danc ing
par tner  who would n o t  be  s u i t a b l e  i n  maybe h e i g h t  o r
general appearance. C a r l  Schumacher vo lun teered  t o
show how i t  should  be  done. H e  went o u t s i d e  and r e —
turned b r i n g i n g  i n  Sherman Ward a  s i x  f o o t  ,  t w e l v e
year o l d .  M a r c h i n g  h im p roud ly  up t o  M r s .  Lehman he
said,  l o u d  and c l e a r ,  " T h a t ' s  h i m " .  O c t a v i a  had t h e
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grace n o t  t o  laugh  and them t o l d  them t h a t  n e x t  Sat—
urday she would g i v e  a  p r i z e  t o  t h e  one who d i d  i t
best.  A l l  t h a t  week we were in t roduced  o v e r  and ove r
whenever we met any o f  t hose  c h i l d r e n  so eager  and
earnest were t h e y  i n  t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  do  i t  n i c e l y .
A f te r  t h e  usua l  dancing c l a s s ,  Oc tav ia  l i n e d  them up
two b y  two a t  t h e  door  and each i n  t u r n  — p a i r  by
p a i r  entered and walked o v e r  and in t roduced  h i s  part—
ner t o  h e r .  L a r g e l y  t h e  f o rm  was "Mrs .  Lehman I  want
you t o  meet my f r i e n d " ,  b u t  t h e  v e r y  l a s t  p a i r  came
in  i n  what I  s t i l l  cons ide r  t h e  acme o f  non chalanbe.
Cyrus Jordan aged maybe f i v e  and  w i t h  l ong  c u r l s
walked across  and a f t e r  pass ing t h e  t i m e  o f  day  w i t h
Octavia s a i d  " I  would l i k e  t o  p resen t  my f r i e n d
Wallace Byrd i f  I  may".  O c t a v i a  assured h im  she would
be g lad  t o  meet Mr.  By rd ,  and Cyrus walked back and
a f t e r  a  f e w  seconds I  suppose o f  exp lana t ion  t o  h i s
par tne r,  t h e y  came t o g e t h e r.  C y r u s  s t a r t e d  o f f  " T h i s
i s  t h e  f r i e n d  I  wished t o  i n t r o d u c e  t o  you Mrs.  Lehman
Mrs. Lehman — Mr.  B y r d .  W a l l a c e  c l i c k e d  h i s  hee l s
l i k e  a  p ro fess iona l  a c t o r  and made a  l o w  bow and
then asked f o r  t h e  p leasure  o f  t h e  n e x t  dance. T h e
other c h i l d r e n  were s t a r i n g  w i t h  open mouths, b u t
Octavia never  wavered. S h e  wal tzed around t h e  room
b e a u t i f u l l y  w i t h  h e r  sma l l  p a r t n e r  and he  s e a t e r  h e r
and thanked h e r  and asked i f  she would c a r e  f o r  r e—
freshments. W e l l  t h a t  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  r e a l  t each ing
and a c t i n g  spread th rough  t h a t  group o f  c h i l d r e n  and
afterwards,  whcn D r.  Soper  brought  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  t h e y
always exclaimed a t  how b e a u t i f u l l y  t h e  c h i l d r e n  d i d
in  t h e i r  s o c i a l  d u t i e s .

I t  was t h a t  which gave t h e  Gu i l d  l a d i e s  t h e  i dea
of  promot ing good s e r v i c e  a t  p a r t i e s  b y  appo in t i ng
two o r  t h r e e  t o  h e l p  serve  each week and a t  t h e  end
of a  g i v e n  per iod  reward ing  them w i t h  some sma l l  g i f t .
Many a s m a l l  boy and g i r l  po l i shed  o f f  t h e i r  company
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manners r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  o l d  Gu i l d  H a l l ,  and i f  you
ask Henry Brooker he w i l l  t e l l  you he s t i l l  t r easures
an award he  won t h e r e  f o r  s i n g i n g  t h e  sca le  p e r f e c t l y
in  tune  and t o n e  once Saturday A f te rnoon l o n g ,  l o n g
ago.

CHAPTER L I V

Here i s  a  b i t  t h a t  may amuse you i n  t h i s  e r a  when
bakeries a r e  everywhere. A  Mrs.  Merck t o o k  up what
i s  now known as t h e  B a l l a r d  P lace  as  a  homestead. And
we a l l  marveled t h a t  she was excused f r o m  a c t u a l l y
going t o  a l l  f a r  corners  o f  h e r  c l a i m  t o  b l aze  a  t r e e
because a s lough r a n  th rough t h e  back o f  h e r  p lace  and
the water  was deep. M r s .  Merck and my Aunt  became
f r i ends ,  and used t o  v i s i t  back and f o r t h .  A u n t y  had
a t a b l e  improvised f r o m  a p e t  cream box w i t h  peeled
pole l e g s  and a  t i n y  o i l  s t ove  such as  we used i n  t h e
north t o  hea t  a  f l a t  i r o n .  H e r  f r y i n g  pan was a  s i x
inch t o y  one, r e l i c  o f  my ch i l dhood .  H e r  t e a k e t t l e
was o f  t h a t  same e r a .  M r .  Merck '  s  cook ing a r range-
ments were even more p r i m i t i v e  -  She cooked o u t  o f
doors. T h e y  bo th  kep t  l o n g i n g  f o r  home made bread and
used t o  t a l k  about  i t .  F i n a l l y  Aunty  came upon d i r e c -
t ions  f o r  making yeas t  i n  q u a n t i t y  and wro te  me t o
send a t  once -  a  c e r t a i n  k i n d  o f  yeas t  cake r e q u i r e d .
I  g o t  i t  o f f  t o  h e r .  T h o s e  two e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  g o t
busy on t h e i r  yeas t  p r o j e c t  a t  once.  T h e y  used a l l
Aunty's supp ly  o f  c o r n  meal and walked i n  Homestead
f o r  more. M r .  Horne 's  s t o r e  keeping was b u i l t  on  t h e
premise t h a t  you o r d e r  no more o f  any t h i n g  u n t i l
everything i s  s o l d  o u t ,  s o  t h e y  acqu i red  abou t  h a l f
a pound o f  meal t h e r e .  T h a t  proved n o t  enough, s o
they walked on  up t o  M r.  Baue r ' s  s t o r e  a t  what i s  now
Bauer Dr i ve  and Redland Road and he ,  l u c k i l y  had meal
f resh i n  and i n  q u a n t i t y.  T h e y  mixed i t  and  them
came t h e  problem o f  p u t t i n g  t h e  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t  o u t
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to d r y .  T h e y  spread newspapers on  a l l  p o s s i b l e  f l a t
surfaces and c u t  up t h e i r  yeas t  i n t o  two i n c h  cakes
as n e a r l y  as  t h e y  cou ld  guess i t .  W h e n  t h e  j o b  was
f in ished t h e r e  was no  p lace  l e f t  f o r  Aunty t o  s leep
t o r  t h e  yeas t  cakes were everywhere. S h e  accompanied
Mrs. Merck home f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  Somet ime i n  t h e  n i g h t
she awoke w i t h  a  s t a r t  hav ing  j u s t  r e a l i z e d  t h e y  had
no way t o  bake t h e  bread.  H e r  l a u g h t e r  ove r  t h e  j o k e
on h e r s e l f ,  wakened Mrs .  Merck and t h e y  bo th  l a y  t h e r e
laughing and t a l k i n g  u n t i l  peep o f  dawn. T h e n  i n
t h e i r  n i g h t i e s  and kimonas t h e y  s t a r t e d  up  t h e  road
to A u n t y ' s  shack t o  see how the  yeas t  was d r y i n g  and
pondering i f  t h e y  might  n o t  be  a b l e  t o  t a l k  Mrs.
Horne i n t o  bak ing  some bread f o r  them, maybe once a
week o r  so  —  When t hey  were wa lk ing  up t h e  pa th  t o
the shack t hey  became conscious o f  a  p e c u l i a r  buzzing
sound and wondered i f  bees had f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d  i n  t h i s
neck o f  t h e  woods. U p o n  opening t h e  door  o f  t h e  shack
Aunty used t o  say  t h e y  saw a t  l e a s t  a  m i l l i o n  roaches
working away on t h e i r  yeas t .  I t  seemed a s  i f  every
roach i n  South Dade had rece ived  word o f  t h e  f e a s t
and had a r r i v e d  t o  pa r take .  T h e y  looked t h e  s i t u a t i o n
over, and saw i t  was imposs ib le  t o  sa lvage even one
cake n o t  a l r eady  s p o i l e d ,  s o  t h e y  decided t o  b u r y  t h e
whole mess and make su re  n o  one found o u t  what a  j o k e
they had p layed on  themselves.  T h e  drawback was t h a t ,
although t hey  t o o k  i t  o u t  some d i s tance  f r om t h e  house
and covered i t  w i t h  t r a s h ,  i t  began t o  r i s e  when t h e
sun came up and i t  was weeks be fo re  i t  subsided per—
manently. E v e r y  t i m e  t h e  sun and r a i n  s t a r t e d  i t
s tar ted  aga in ,  s o  n a t u r a l l y  t h e  word g o t  o u t  and t h e y
had a  hard  t i m e  l i v i n g  down t h e  t a l e .

CHAPTER LV

Amusement was scarce  and eve ry  l i t t l e  i n c i d e n t  o u t
o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y  was cher ished a s  a  t a l e  t o  t e l l  o r  t o

— 96  —

mull  over  when a l o
west o f  Redland Ro
Palm Dr i ve .  A f t e r
moved i n t o  t h e  tow
Every Saturday he
in  t ime  f o r  d inne r
l i t t l e  happening o
on i n t o  Homestead
about t h r e e  o r  t h i
was a  M r.  S c o t t  l i
land Road i n  t h e  c
whichever o f  t h e  c
the road f i r s t ,  h e
Joy had been a ME
Army o f  t h e  Repub]
had been i n  t h e  L(
ed t h e  ameni t ies  c
would g e n e r a l l y  w(
leas t  two hours t t
more f e r o c i o u s .
i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e i ]
commands and g i v i i
general .  F i n a l l y
s i t  s i d e  by  s i d e  c
or t h e  o t h e r  p r o d
t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s
t rek  homeward, an(
Joy never  even 0
l e s t  she sme l l  t h l
t ha t  d i s t ance .  N ,
Mr. J o y ' s  proudes
play h i s  f i f e  a t
Ha 11.

Here i s a b i t  o f



ib le f l a t
;11 cakes
job was

to s leep
;companied
the n i g h t
they had
the j oke
lay there

ien i n
;he road
'ying and
Mrs.

once a
path t o

r  buzzing
ed i n  t h i s
the shack

n roaches
f  every
feast
s i tua t ion

yen one
bury the

la t  a  j o k e
was t h a t ,
the house

vhen t h e
led pe r—

i t
and t hey

dent o u t
41 o r  t o

mul l  ove r  when a lone .  M a r t i n  Joy t o o k  up a  homestead
west o f  Redland Road and a  l i t t l e  n o r t h  o f  Coconut
Palm Dr i ve .  A f t e r  h i s  k i n f o l k s  t h e  Evans and Loomis
moved i n t o  t h e  town t h e  o l d  gentleman was l o n e l y.
Every Saturday he would appear a t  A u n t y ' s  cab in  j u s t
i n  t ime  f o r  d i nne r  and would be  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  every
l i t t l e  happening o f  t h e  p rev ious  week. H e  would wa l k
on i n t o  Homestead b u t  t h e  h i g h  l i g h t  t o  Aunty  came
about t h r e e  o r  t h r e e  t h i r t y  i n  t h e  A f te rnoon .  T h e r e
was a  M r.  S c o t t  l i v i n g  some p lace  t o  t h e  west  o f  Red—
land Road i n  t h e  genera l  a rea  o f  Avocado D r i v e ,  and
whichever o f  t h e  o l d  gentlemen reached t h e  bend i n
the road f i r s t ,  h e  s a t  down t o  a w a i t  t h e  o t h e r .  M r .
Joy had been a  mus ic ian ,  f i r s t  c l a s s ,  i n  t h e  Grand
Army o f  t h e  Republ ic  i n  C i v i l  War days,  and M r.  S c o t t
had been i n  t h e  Lee Forces.  A s  soon as  t h e y  had pass—
ed t h e  ameni t ies  o f  t h e  occasion t h e  conversa t ion
would g e n e r a l l y  work around t o  t h e  war  and f o r  a t
least  two hours t h e  d i scuss ion  would wax l o u d e r  and
more f e roc ious .  T h e y  would b e  on  t h e i r  f e e t  maybe
i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  i n  b a t t l e s  and y e l l i n g
commands and g i v i n g  o rde rs  and r e l i v i n g  t h e  war  i n
general. F i n a l l y  t h e y  would wear themselves o u t  and
s i t  s i de  by  s i d e  on  t h e  l o g ,  and Aun ty  f e l t  s u r e  one
or t h e  o t h e r  produced a  b o t t l e  i n  which t o  drown
t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s .  A t  l a s t  each would resume h i s
t rek  homeward, and i t  used t o  amuse Aunty  t h a t  Mr.
Joy never  even glanced a t  t h e  shack,  a s  she p u t  i t ,
l e s t  she sme l l  t h e  whiskey on  h i s  b r e a t h  even a t
tha t  d i s t ance .  N e x t  t o  h i s  day o f  p r o v i n g  up I  t h i n k
Mr. J o y ' s  proudest  moment was when he  was i n v i t e d  t o
play h i s  f i f e  a t  a  May Day c e l e b r a t i o n  a t  t h e  Gu i l d
Mal l . *  *  *

CHAPTER LV I

Here i s  a  b i t  o f  my A u n t ' s  ph i l osophy  wh ich  I  c o n s i d -
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er sound even a f t e r  a l l  t hese  yea rs .

She was considered brusque and hard  hear ted ,  b u t  I
have never  known anyone l e s s  w i l l i n g  t o  i n v o l v e  any-
one i n  t r o u b ) e .  H e r e  i s  a  t y p i c a l  i n c i d e n t .  W e
l i ked  Cather ine  B a r r  ve r y  much. O n e  Sunday she i n -
v i t ed  us  t o  l unch  and we t o l d  o n l y  one person t h a t
we would n o t  be home f o r  l unch .  I t  was a  person
v i s i t i n g  a  r e n t e r  i n  a  room i n  Aun ty ' s  house. When
we reached Mrs .  B a r r ' s  home t h e r e  was a  n o t e  pinned
oh he r  doo r -  "P lease make i t  supper i n s t e a d .  S o m e
f r iends  a r e  on t h e  t r a i n  coming f rom Key West, and
I want t o  r i d e  as  f a r  as  Naranja and wa l k  back i n
order t o  have a  l i t t l e  v i s i t  w i t h  them -  S o r r y . "
So i n f o r m a l  was o u r  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  h e r  t h a t  we j u s t
laughed and re tu rned  home -  p u t  t h e  c a r  i n  t h e  garage
and c losed t h e  doors as  we had upon l e a v i n g .  Sca rce ly
were we indoors  when we saw the  person we had t o l d
where we would b e ,  and a  companion coming o u t  o f  t h e
grove each w i t h  a  sack  o f  oranges ove r  t h e i r  shou lder
They p u t  them i n  a  c a r  and I  whispered,  " A r e n ' t  you
going t o  s t o p  them?" A u n t y  gave me a  w i t h e r i n g  l o o k
and s a i d ,  " I f  I  d i d  I  would have t o  accuse them o f
s tea l i ng ,  and c o u r t  c o s t  would mount u p .  T h i s  way I
know j u s t  as  w e l l  never  t o  t r u s t  them a g a i n . "  Maybe
her idea  was fundamenta l ly  wrong, and t h a t  t h e  o t h e r
might have precluded them repea t ing ,  b u t  t o  h e r  mind
i t  was b e t t e r  n o t  t o  f o r c e  t h e  i s s u e .

CHAPTER LV I I

The r i s e  and f a l l  o f  f a m i l i e s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  i s  as
i n e v i t a b l e  and i nexo rab le  as  t h e  ebb and f l o w  o f  t h e
t i d e s .  E v e n  so I  f e e l  i t  i s  n o t  amiss t o  r e c a l l  what
two pecT le  meant t o  t h i s  coun t r ys ide  i n  t h e  e z r l i e s t
hoinoste6ding dLys .  I  have i n  mind M r.  and Mrs .  Thom-
as Brewer.  T h e y  a r r i v e d  a  f e w  months a f t e r  my Aunt
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had f i l e d  o n  h e r  160 acres o f  l and  and about  t h a t
much e a r l i e r  than  Aunt  Anna came.

Never a  l e t t e r  came t h a t  d i d  n o t  ment ion some kind—
ness on  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  Brewers f o r  those deeds and
t h e i r  many kindnesses t o  me, I  f e e l  I  owe them a deb t
of  g r a t i t u d e  I  can never  repay.

Thinking o f  them they  were always "Co rey "  and "My
L i t t l e  Boy Tommy", Nancy t h e  o n l y  dog i n  t h e  whole
community, t h e  p a r r o t  P o l l y  and h e r  r e a l i s t i c  imita—
t i o n  o f  a  Pennsylvania co t t age  p raye r  meet ing and
l a t e r  t hey  added t h e  cow Bessie,  named f o r  Mrs.
Brewer's s i s t e r .

Mr. Brewer worked h a r d .  W i n t e r s  he  "Made tomatoes"
and t h e y  l i v e d  i n  a  make s h i f t  shack on  t h e  g lades
during t h e  bus i es t  p a r t  o f  t h e  season. O t h e r  t imes
he loca ted  people  on  homestead s i t e s ,  made o u t  l e g a l
papers and hunted a l l  p o s s i b l e  j o b s  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  and
the mules. H e  even found t i m e  t o  w r i t e  l e t t e r s  f o r
the few co lored peop le  who had begun d r i f t i n g  i n .

Mrs. Brewer must have been i n e x p r e s s i b l y  l o n e l y  f o r
she had been used t o  h o t e l  l i f e ,  a s  t h a t  was h e r
f a t h e r ' s  business up  s t a t e .

As soon as  t h e  w a l l s  o f  h e r  house were up  and a  r o o f
on, she  began t r y i n g  t o  make some k i n d  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e
f o r  t h e  few o the rs  i n  t h i s  end o f  t h e  c o u n t y.  M y
Aunts at tended h e r  f i r s t  Chr i s tmas  d i n n e r .  T h e i r
f u r n i t u r e  had n o t  a r r i v e d ,  b u t  M r.  Brewer  s l i p p e d  two
pins f rom t h e  h inges o f  t h e  door  and p r e s t o  w i t h  two
saw ,horses  i t  became a  d i n i n g  t a b l e ?  H e r  famous
coffee u r n  graced one end o f  t h e  t a b l e ,  and she had
managed a  bowl  o f  egg nog and h e r  f i n e s t  s t e r l i n g
and l i n e n s  were used.  E a c h  b rough t  h i s  own p l a t e  o r
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was g l a d  t o  e a t  o u t  o f  a  p i e  t i n .  T h a t  c o f f e e  u r n
became p a r t  o f  every  f e s t i v e  occasion as  l o n g  as
they l i v e d  he re .

Not l o n g  a f t e r  t h a t  d i nn e r  p a r t y  she asked t h e  women
of  t h e  community t o  h e r  home t o  o rgan ize  t h e  P ioneer
Guild a s  a  b r i d g e  between church at tendance and no
place t o  a t t e n d .  T h e  Gu i l d  was t h e  second women's
organ iza t ion  i n  Dade.

The one and o n l y  p r o j e c t  was t o  ea rn  money f o r  road
b u i l d i n g .  W e  cou ld  have t h e  c o n v i c t  l a b o r  o n l y  by
paying p ro—rata w i t h  t h e  county  and s i n c e  t h e r e  were
few people there were f ew  conv i c t s  and t h e  work pro—
gressed s l o w l y.

The c r y i n g  need became a  p l a c e  t o  h o l d  enter ta inments
tha t  money m i A t  be  earned more q u i c k l y,  t h e r e f o r e  as
soon as  humanly poss ib l e  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  Gu i ld
Hal l  was e rec ted .  T h a t  f i n i s h e d ,  p e o p l e  had a  p l a c e
to meet and each and eve ry  en ter ta inment  t o o k  a  spec—
i a l  f o rm — f i r s t  a  supper,  t h e n  a  program and l a s t l y
supposedly a  dance. O f t e n  i t  cont inued u n t i l  a
breakfast  p a r t y.  T h e  mus ic :  f o r  t h e  dancing was a
mouth organ o r  f i d d l e ,  a n d  i t  was a l l  square danc ing.
For years  t h e  Gu i ld  H a l l  was t h e  mecca o f  a l l  s o c i a l
l i f e  i n  these p a r t s .

I t  was th rough Mrs.  B rewer ' s  e f f o r t s  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t
church i n  t h e  homesteading area was b u i l t .  I t  was t h e
l i t t l e  Episcopal  church a t  t h e  co rne r  o f  Redland Road
and what  i s  now Bauer D r i v e .  I  have never  f o r g o t t e n
the s a n c t i t y  and peace o f  t h a t  sweet l i t t l e  church,
and I  have o f t e n  wondered where she found t h e  trans—
parencies t h a t  t ransformed t h e  g l a r i n g  windows i n t o
f a c s i m i l i e s  o f  s t a i ned  g l a s s  t h a t  made i t  s o  much
more church l i k e  i n  appearance.
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The Boy Cho i r  was t h e  outcome o f  h e r  p l ea  t h a t  some-
th ing  be done by  concerted e f f o r t  f o r  t h e  f a s t  i n -
creasing number o f  c h i l d r e n  as  t h e  coun t rys ide  f i l l e d
up. I t  F i l l e d  t h e  need f o r  a t  l e a s t  two  yea rs ,  and
never a i d  a  cominuoity p u l l  t o g e t h e r  so  w e l l .

The Reper to i re  Club was a l s o  organized a t  h e r  sug-
gest ion and was t h e  f i r s t  mus i c  c l u b  o f  Dade County,
and was a c t i v e  f o r  f i f t e e n  y e a r s .

Mrs. Brewer had a  l o v e l y  v o i c e  and had s tud ied  w ide -
l y  and had made a wonder fu l  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  songs.  She
was generous w i t h  h e r  t a l e n t  and no  program was com-
p le te  w i t h o u t  h e r .  S h e  a l s o  sang a t  eve ry  wedding
and f u n e r a l ,  my wedding among o t h e r s .

I r e c a l l  e s p e c i a l l y  Ray Evans'  f u n e r a l  -  t h e r e  was
no hearse,  no  under take r,  n o  p reacher,  and i t  was
Dr.  Tower who read a  chap te r  f r om  t h e  B i b l e  and made
a p raye r  and i t  was Mrs .  Brewer who sang,  unaccom-
panied on  t h a t  sad bu t impress ive  occas ion i n  a  pack -
ing house a d j o i n i n g  t h e  h o t e l .

Later a long w i t h  o t h e r  homesteaders, s h e  t rudged
o f f  a long on t h e  homeward t r e k .  F r o m  our  co rne r  she
had Lo go on  a lone knowing t h a t  a l though  i t  was a l -
ready dusk she had t h e  ch ickens t o  f e e d ,  t h e  cow t o
mi lk  and a  l o n g  l o n e l y  n i g h t  ahead o f  h e r .  M r .
Brewer a long  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  p a l l  bearers  was r i d i n g
to Miami i n  t h e  baggage c a r  i n  o r d e r  t o  h e l p  a t  t h e
grave s i d e .

The many t h i n g s  t h a t  M r.  and Mrs .  Brewer d i d  i n  t h e
way o f  i y - b l i c  s e r v i c e  may have been more impo r t an t
to t h e  community a t  l a r g e ,  b u t  i t  was these  k i n d l y
neighbor ly deads t h a t  endeared them t o  t h e  s e t t l e r s .
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She never  came empty handed — I t  m igh t  be  a  j a r  o f  w e  thought  des1
mi l k ,  o r  a  bowl  o f  co t tage  cheese o r  j u s t  a  sp ray  o f
h ib i scus ,  b u t  always on  ga la  occasions h e r  famous A t  t h a t  t ime  Hi
sponge cake .  f r o m  Minneapoll

Ober l in  so t h e
He, o n  t h e  o t h e r  hand, was more generous w i t h  h i s  d a y  he appearec
mules, t h a n  people o f  today  a re  w i t h  t h e i r  c a r s .  c o m e  o u t  and m(
In those  days d is tances  be ing  as t h e y  were,  and mules s p e n d i n g  t h e  w:
slow and t r a i l s  rough,  t h e  k i n d l y  deed more o f t e n  a l o n g  my famous
than n o t  meant an  e n t i r e  d a y.  f o r  h e r,  s e v e r

side o f  my hou!
Often t h e  f i r s t  i n t i m a t i o n  o f  a  p a r t y  was h i s  " Ta l l y  S h e  gave a  g l a i
Ho" and h i s  deep v o i c e ,  " G e t  Aboard" .  T h e y  always t h e  breezeway ,
had bed and food  f o r  a  chance gues t ,  and I  doubt  i f  d o o r  on t h e  sol
t h e i r  welcome was even warmer t o  t h e  Bishop who came c l a i m e d  "You h.
to ded ica te  t h e  l i t t l e  church,  t h a n  t o  t h e  Widow a s p e r a t e d ,  I  s•
McLean and h e r  pack o f  dogs.  T h e i r s  was s imp le  hos— c o m e  f rom?"  S l
p i t a l i t y  r a i sed  t o  t h e  h i ghes t  degree.  a n c e  and i l l b r .

I  g e t  back t o  I
Among he r  songs t h e  one Mr.  Brewer l i k e d  b e s t  was — s c  you can may
" I  Shot  An Arrow I n t o  The A i r ,  I t  F e l l  To  Ea r th  I  w e r e  l e a v i n g  al
Knew Not Where."  and t h a t  t o  me, t y i i f i e s  t h e i r  l i f e  i n v i t e d  me t o  '
here i n  t h e  e a r l y  days.  C o u l d  t h e  f ew  o l d  t i m e r s  H o t e l .  I  h e s i
get t oge the r  f o r  a  day i t  would t a k e  every  hour  o f  i t  i n g  a  f r i e n d s h
to recoun t  t h e i r  many kindnesses.  h e  added t h a t

to h e r  room t o
No memorial  w i l l  p robab ly  eve r  be ra i sed  i n  honor o f  w o u l d  have t h e
Mr. and Mrs.  Thomas Brewer,  b u t  t h e i r  memory s t i l l  e m b a r r a s s m e n t .
l i v e s  i n  ou r  h e a r t s ,  and I  hope w i l l  be  preserved i n
those o f  another  genera t ion  by  t h i s  n a r r a t i v e .

CHAPTER LV I I I

Slumming was a  past ime f o r  Miamians i n  t h e  days when
they s c o r n f u l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h i s  area a s  "The S t i c k s " .
For t h e  most p a r t  we t o o k  i t  i n  o u r  s t r i d e  and were
p o l i t e ,  and t r i e d  t o  s e l l  t h e  Redlands t o  a l l  comers
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At t h a t  t i m e  Harvey had a  good f r i e n d  named Angst
from Minneapol is .  I  had known h i s  s i s t e r  Anne i n
Ober l in so t h e  f r i e n d s h i p  grew q u i t e  c l o s e .  O n e
day he appeared a t  my door  and s a i d  he  wanted me t o
come o u t  and meet a  f r i e n d  o f  h i s  Mother who was
spending t h e  w i n t e r  i n  Miami, and suggested I  b r i n g
along my famous c a r v i n g  k n i f e .  A f t e r  p e e l i n g  oranges
f o r  h e r,  s e v e r a l  pounds, she  asked me t o  see  t h e  i n -
side o f  my house, and d r i p p i n g  j u i c e ,  she  en te red .
She gave a  g lance -  a s  i f  wear ing a  l o r g n e t t e  about
the breezeway and t h e n  asked i f  she migh t  open t h e
door on t h e  south  s i d e .  S h e  s tood t r a n s f i x e d  and  e x -
claimed "You have a  p i a n o "  -  be ing  more o r  l e s s  e x -
asperated, I  s a i d  -  " D o n ' t  you have them where you
come f rom?"  S h e  e v i d e n t l y  p u t  t h a t  down as  i g n o r -
ance and i l l b r e e d i n g  f o r  s h o r t l y  she remarked -  "When
I g e t  back t o  Minneapol is  I  w i l l  send you  some books
so you can maybe p i c k  i t  o u t  f o r  y o u r s e l f . "  A s  t h e y
were l e a v i n g  another  b r i g h t  i dea  s t r u c k  h e r  and she
inv i ted  me t o  have l unch  w i t h  h e r  a t  t h e  San Car los
Hotel .  I  hes i t a t ed  f o r  I  had no  i n t e r e s t  i n  promot-
ing a  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  t h e  l a d y.  A s  a d d i t i o n a l  b a i t
he added t h a t  she would t e l l  t h e  c l e r k  t o  l e t  me go
to h e r  room t o  w a i t  i n  case she was o u t  and she
would have t h e  l unch  served i n  h e r  room t o  save me
embarrassment.

Gradually I  coo led o f f ,  and more o r  l e s s  f o r g o t  t h e
inc iden t ,  b u t  i n  February I  was i n  M iami .  W e  c o u l d
then park  any p lace  and f a c i n g  any way,  s o  I  was
facing south  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  o l d  Red C ross  Drug
Store.  M r .  Angs t  stepped o u r  o f  t h e  d r u g  s t o r e  w i t h
three l a d i e s  i n  t ow,  and I  imagine p o i n t e d  me o u t  t o
h is  mother 's  f r i e n d ,  f o r  she came r u s h i n g  toward me
c a l l i n g  back o v e r  h e r  shou lder  " t h i s  i s  t h e  l a d y
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from t h e  s t i c k s  who has a  p i n a o " .  S h e  a t  once re—
minded me o f  h e r  i n v i t a t i o n ,  b u t  I  t o l d  h e r  I  had
my Aunt  and Sister—in—law Annie Roberts a long  so
could n o t  go t o  h e r  h o t e l .  S h e  brushed them as ide
and began i n s i s t i n g .  I  was s t i l l  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  be
p o l i t e  when she o f f e r e d  a s  f r e s h  b a i t  a  program a t
the Woman's Club i ns tead  o f  t h e  t o u r  o f  t h e  b i g
stores she had promised me. S t i l l  I  was n o t  go ing  t o
her luncheon, s o  i n  s t r i d e n t  tones  she s a i d  " I  demand
a reason why you r e f u s e " ,  and I  meekly s a i d ,  "Because
I am g i v i n g  t h a t  p rogram."  N e v e r  was anyone more d e —
f l a t e d .  T h e n  she tu rned  o n  t h e  o t h e r s  who were con—
vulsed w i t h  l augh te r  and t o l d  them i f  t h e y  eve r  dar—
ed ment ion t h e  t a l e  i n  Minneapol is  — b u t  she cou ld
not t h i n k  o f  any th ing  h o r r i d  enough t o  do i n  case
they d i d .

CHAPTER LVIX

Just  west  o f  t h e  Anderson S to re  a t  Bauer D r i v e  t h e r e
used t o  be  a  t i n y  house where someone named A l i c e
used t o  l i v e  w i t h  he r  mother.  T h e y  were connected
wi th  t h e  Kosels by  marr iage I  b e l i e v e ,  and A l i c e
worked t h e r e  i n  t h e  pack ing,  cann ing  and j e l l y  making
seasons. T h e  mother was more l e s s  and i n v a l i d ,  and
could n o t  g e t  about  a l one .  E v e r y  morning be fo re
leaving f o r  work A l i c e  use t o  manipu la te  h e r  and h e r
cha i r  o u t  on to  t h e  l i t t l e  porch,  weather  p e r m i t t i n g .
There was a  c u r t a i n  t h e  o l d  l a d y  cou ld  manipu la te
by use o f  a  hooked cane she always had bes ide  h e r
c h a i r.  A l l  —  t h a t  i s  t h e  few — who l i v e d  o u t  t h a t
way t r a i l  formed t h e  h a b i t  o f  s topp ing ,  g o i n g  and
coming, t o  pass t h e  t i m e  o f  day w i t h  t h e  L i t t l e  Old
Lady, and t h e  two paths  converged i n  an apex near
t h e i r  f r o n t  s t e p s .  S h e  was ve r y  ingen ious  i n  amusing
h e r s e l f .  R e a d i n g  mat te r  as  scarce  as  i t  was, s o  she
had worked o u t  a  r o u t i n e  o f  h e r  own. S o o n  a f t e r  A l i c e
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l e f t  a  hen used t o  come seda te l y  up t h e  s teps  and
a f t e r  a  s o r t  o f  conversa t ion  t o g e t h e r,  would go  t o
the doo r.  M r s .  F reder i cks  would reach  o u t  w i t h  h e r
cane and open i t .  T h e  hen would e n t e r ,  c r o s s  t h e
room t o  a  t r u n k ,  f l y  u p  and l a y  h e r  egg i n  a  s m a l l
box t h e r e ,  and come back c a c k l i n g ,  and Mrs .  F r e d e r i c k
would l e t  h e r  o u t  and she would be  on h e r  way.

Later when t h e  s teps  were n i c e  and warm and d r y  a
black snake used t o  s l i t h e r  h i s  way up and c o i l  n e a t -
l y  on t h e  t o p  s t e p ,  and sun h i m s e l f  h a l f  an  hour  o r
so, sometimes d a r t i n g  h i s  head o u t  i n  an a t tempt  t o
catch a horse  f l y .  S h e  knew t h e  c o l o r s  and h a b i t s  o f
b u t t e r f l i e s  and  b i r d s  about  t h a t  doorway and never
seemed a t  a  l o s s  t o  amuse h e r s e l f ,  a l t hough  she was
glad o f  c a l l e r s .

Some p lace  I  had read  t h a t  r a t t l e  snakes cou ld  s m e l l
fear  o f  humans, and I  was n o t  q u i t e  ready t o  accept
the i dea .  Aun t  Anna and I  walked i n  f r om  t h e  west
one morning t o  c a l l  on  Mrs.  F r e d e r i c k s .  W e  knew Mr.
Grietzbach was a  f e w  f e e t  i n  back o f  us  w i t h  a  p i c k -
ing bucket  on  h i s  arm which meant he  was maybe b r i n g -
ing guavas o r  bananas o r  a  papaya t o  h i s  f r i e n d ,  s o
we planned t o  j u s t  pass t h e  t i m e  o f  day  and v i s i t  on
the r e t u r n  t r i p .  R i g h t  a t  t h a t  apex o f  t h e  pa th  we
had j u s t  passed,Mr. Gr ie tzbach  suddenly  stopped and
took some s teps  backward and t h e n  a  s h o t  r ang  o u t
and he  showed u s  t h e  l a r g e s t  r a t t l e r  I  had e v e r  seen
and I  was ready t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t a l e  o f  s m e l l i n g
fea r,  and n o t  s t r i k i n g  i f  t h e y  missed t h e  i dea  t h e
human had n o t  seen them. A u n t y ' s  p h i l o so p h y  was -
' ' I t ' s  n o t  snakes I  am l o o k i n g  f o r . "

CHAPTER LX

Soon a f t e r  t h e  Kansas group s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  Longview
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neighborhood t h e y  began t o  r e a l i z e  what music had
meant i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  and M r.  C a l k i n s  decided t o  o r -
ganize a  band.  P e o p l e  were e n t h u s i a s t i c  about  i t ,
and boys l i k e  Ross L i n t n e r  and O t t o  F r o r i e p  used t o
r i d e  f rom way up towards S i l v e r  Palm w i t h  j u s t  l a n -
terns f o r  l i g h t ,  way down t o  C a l k i n s '  p l a c e  west  o f
F lo r ida  C i t y  f o r  two p r a c t i c e s  a  week. T h e y  won
t h e i r  g l o r y  when Miami aimed t o  have h e r  f i r s t  b i r t h -
day c e l e b r a t i o n .  M i a m i  had a  band and hav ing  heard
of what  t hey  termed t h i s  H i c k  Band decided t o  i n v i t e
them t o  be  i n  t h e  parade f o r  laughs.  O u r  band lacked
uniforms, b u t  every  male then  had w h i t e  t r o u s e r s  and
s h i r t s  so  t h e y  agreed t o  a l l  wear them, and w h i t e
canvas shoes which were normal f o r  men then .  O u t  on
tha t  rough un f in i shed  t r a i l  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  C a l k i n s '
place they  s u f f e r e d ,  l e a r n i n g  t o  p l a y  and march.
Came t h e  b i g  day and w h i l e  t h e  Miami band was t o  come
tr iumphant ly  down f rom t h e  b r i dge  west  o f  Miami Ave -
nue, o u r s  was t o  swing unexpectedly around t h e  co rner
tha t  i s  now Burdines.  W h a t  a  boomerang! They so  f a r
out-p layed,  and o u t -marched t h e  Miami Band t h a t  t h e y
were t h e  ones o f f e r e d  j o b s  t h e r e a f t e r  f o r  f e s t i v e
occasions.

CHAPTER LXI

The Reper to i re  Club was t h e  o l d e s t  Music C lub  i n  t h e
county u n t i l  i t s  d iscont inuance some f i f t e e n  y e a r s
ago. I t  was pat terened a f t e r  a  model one i n  Grand
Rapids and ano ther  i n  Memphis, and o n l y  people who
were w i l l i n g  t o  appear on  t h e  programs were admi t ted
to membership, and o n l y  enough members t o  appear on
each program a t  f i r s t .  S o m e  o f  you must remember
most o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  members, Mrs .  Bow, M r s .  Ka the r i ne
Horton, Mrs .  Brewer,  M r s .  Ewing,  Mr4 .  J i m  Holcomb;
Mrs. An ton  Wald in,  M r s .  Hi ram B i r d , ' M r s .  Lucy  Warner
Jordan, and Mrs .  B l a k e s l e y,  I  t h i n k  about  comprised
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the l i s t .  T h o s e  who n e i t h e r  p layed n o r  sang agreed
to b r i n g  c u r r e n t  events  o f  mus ica l  i n t e r e s t  and Mrs .
Ewing always wro te  a  paper  and Mrs .  B lakes ley  t a l k e d
on a r t .  I t  was one o f  t h e  most wonder fu l  groups o f
people I  eve r  saw ge t  t o g e t h e r.  E v e r y o n e  d i d  h i s  o r
ra ther  he r  p a r t  f a i t h f u l l y  month by  month, and once
a yea r  we had ref reshments and each i n v i t e d  a  f r i e n d
as a  guest  and t h e  program was made up o f  t h e  b e s t
numbers o f  t h e  preceeding y e a r.  S h o u l d  t h e r e  happen
to be a  music ian v i s i t i n g  i n  t h e  neighborhood who-
ever wanted t o  extend n o t  o n l y  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  b u t  h e r
own p lace  on t h e  program t o  t h e  gues t  was f r e e  t o  do
so, and i n  t h a t  way we had some a r t i s t s  among us  a l l
through t h e  t o u r i s t  season.

CHAPTER L X I I

One o f  t h e  f u n n i e s t  i n c i d e n t s  I  r e c a l l  was t h e  fam-
ous Canker Concer t ,  a s  i t  was c a l l e d .  T h e  s t a t e  o r
county o f f e r e d  no  h e l p  i n  f i g h t i n g  t h e  canker,  t h e r e -
fore i t  was up t o  t h e  women o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  ea rn
the necessary funds  f o r  s u i t s  f o r  t h e  canker  i nspec -
to rs ,  and t h e  d i s i n f e c t a n t s  needed.

Mrs. Bow c a l l e d  a  meet ing a t  h e r  house. B y  some
f luke Mrs .  Hi ram B i r d ,  a  newcomer, was made tempo-
ra ry  chairman and she ,  n o t  knowing t h e  i n t r a c a c i e s
of  p ioneer ing  t imes ,  appo in ted  me t o  t r y  and g e t  up
a program. A  supper was o u t  because peop le  fea red
to go f rom neighborhood t o  neighborhood l e s t  t h e y
spread t h e  canker,  and a  dance was o u t  f o r  t h e  same
reason, s o  a  conce r t  seemed t h e  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  s o l u -
t i o n  and besides t h e r e  had never  been one h e r e .
Mrs. Bow and Mrs .  Brewer t h e  o t h e r  t w o  members o f  t h e
committee were n o t  on  speaking terms momentar i l y,  s o
I had t o  wa lk  t o  one house a lmost  a  m i l e  n o r t h  one
day and t o  t h e  o t h e r  about  as  f a r  s o u t h  t h e  n e x t  t o
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v t r y  and g e t  a  consensus o f  o p i n i o n .  F i n a l l y  Mrs.  Bow
said she would t a k e  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  a long  Widow's Row
and on  eas t  t o  t h e  P r ince ton  Area,  and g e t  t o g e t h e r
some numbers as  she had a  c l a s s  o v e r  t h e r e .  M r s .
Brewer a l lowed she would t a k e  t h e  o u t l y i n g  d i s t r i c t s
beginning a t  Wald in  on n o r t h  and wes t .  T h a t  l e f t  me
j u s t  F l o r i d a  C i t y .  I  d rove  down t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  don-
key and asked t h e  ones who sang t h e r e  o r  p layed t o
come i n  w i t h  us ,  b u t  t h e y  f l a t l y  r e f u s e d  as  t h e
canker was no  concern o f  t h e i r s .  T h a t  was t h e  wom-
en f o l k s  o p i n i o n .  T h e  men thought  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  and
next day two o f  t h e  l a d i e s  drove  t h e i r  o l d  w h i t e
mule o u t  and s a i d  t h e y  would be  v e r y  g lad  t o  do  what -
ever I  suggested.  I n  t h e  meantime I  had contacted
Pearl  S k i l l ,  and she had g i v e n  h e r  word t o  s i n g .  I
t r i e d  f o r  t h e  Ca lk ins -Loveland Orches t ra ,  b u t  Mrs .
Bow had c la imed them f o r  h e r  own as  she p layed t h e
piano w i t h  them. T h e  program was t o  be  two soprano
singers i f  poss ib l e  -  two c o n t r a l t o s  -  one t e n o r  and
one bass -  one read ing  -  one v i o l i n  s o l o i s t  and t h e
orchestra number and two  p iano  numbers.

The whole coun t rys ide  was buzz ing  ove r  t h e  t h i n g s ,
knowing t h e  i l l  f e e l i n g  ove r  t h e  canker  and o t h e r
th ings .  T h e  n i g h t  came and I  went  i n  f e a r  and tremb7
l i n g  t o  see  what we r e a l l y  would be  a b l e  t o  o f f e r .
There was no f r o n t  c u r t a i n  on t h e  s tage  a t  t h e  schoo l
house then  so t h e  ones t o  be  on  t h e  program had t o
crnss- to t h e  dres= ing  room i n  f u l l  s i g h t  o f  t h e
audiE:nce. I  was si, :nned t o  see  evary  s e a t  was taken
h a l f  an  hour  be fo re  t h e  program was t o  s t a r t ,  f o r  we
had expected maybe f i f t y ,  n o  more, t o  a t t e n d .  A s
each program v i c t i m  crossed t h e  s tage  t h e r e  was a
loud wh isper ing  o u t  f r o n t  f o r  most o f  them were hos -
t i l e  t o  a l l  o t h e r s  on  t h e  program. W e  were packed
l i k e  sard ines  i n  t h a t  l i t t l e  d ress ing  room, and pay -
ing ou r  neighbors no  mind whatever  l e s t  a  d i s g r a c e f u l
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A f te r  t h e  f i r s t  number was ove r  and t h e  v i c t i m  r e -
turned t o  t h e  d ress ing  room f o r  t h e r e  was n o t  even
standing room ou t  f r o n t  b y  t hen ,  t h e  atmosphere be -
gan t o  thaw and b y  t h e  second o r  t h i r d  everyone was
t a l k i n g  and laugh ing  and c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  those  coming
o f f  s tage .

When we a l l  went o u t  t o  bow a f t e r  t h e  program s u c h
a b u r s t  o f  applause as  we g o t  and how those fact ions
did p u l l  t o g e t h e r  a l l  th rough  t h a t  canker  f i g h t .

CHAPTER L X I I I

Do any  o f  you remember t h e  o l d  swimming ho le?  I t  was
where Krome Avenue and Palm Avenue co rne r  meet,  and
was t h e  most wonder fu l  p l ace  i n  t h e  whole coun t r ys ide
then. T h e  cana l  was new and c l e a n  and t h e  people o f
F lor ida  C i t y  had f l o o r e d  a n d  fenced o f f  a  s e c t i o n  f o r
small c h i l d r e n  and had s p r i n g  boards f o r  t h e  grown-
ups and o l d e r  c h i l d r e n .  I n  t h e  summer t h e  c h i l d r e n
used t o  t a k e  t h e i r  lunches and go  t h e r e  i n  t h e i r
bathing s u i t s ,  and s t a y  a l l  day a l t e r n a t i n g  swimming
or loung ing,  and everyone was welcome. E v e n i n g s  were
la rge ly  g i ven  over  t o  a d u l t s .

There was a  v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e  s o r t  o f  C l u b  House b u i l t
on t h e  bank o f  t h e  c a n a l ,  and i t  was used as  a  p l a c e
f o r  e n t e r t a i n i n g  i n  l i e u  o f  t h e  c i t y  h a l l .  A s  t h e i r
con t r i bu t i on  t o  t h e  peace o f  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  t h e
Women's Club o f  F l o r i d a  C i t y  i n v i t e d  a l l  c l u b s  o f
the surrounding area t o  a  p a r t y  one summer a f t e r -
noon, and I  have never  f o r g o t t e n  t h e  beau ty  o f  t h a t
scene. L o o k i n g  toward t h e  bay was t h a t  c r y s t a l  c l e a r
canal and a l l  about  were t h e  v i r g i n  s t r e t c h e s  o f
glades. T h e  l a d i e s  had loaned t h e i r  b e s t  c h i n a ,
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glass,  s i l v e r  and t a b l e  l i n e n s  a long  w i t h  cushions
and drapes t o  make i t  r e a l l y  a t t r a c t i v e ,  and had p u t
the b i g  p o t  i n  t h e  l i t t l e  one i n  p repar ing  t h e  r e -
freshments.

Gladys Wal ton,  a  l i t t l e  l a t e r  though t  i t  a  good i dea
to s t a r t  a  c l a s s  i n  f o l k  dancing,  and games and t h e y
offered h e r  t h e  use o f  t h a t  p a v i l l i o n ,  a s  i t  was
ca l led ,  f r e e .  S h e  asked me t o  p l a y  f o r  t h e  c lasses
and we went down t w i c e  a  week.

CHAPTER LXIV

Whenever a  c o l d  snap s t r i k e s  us  I  am reminded o f  t h i s
p a r t i c u l a r  funny  i n c i d e n t .  M r .  Krome had s t a r t e d  a
small nu rsery  about  where t h e  P iches '  now l i v e  and
Mrs. Bow was do ing  t h e  budding f o r  h im.

We a l l  knew t h a t  t h r e e  t o c t s  o f  t h e  t r a i n  w h i s t l e
i n  cropp ing season meant a  f r o s t  might  be  expected,
but Mr.  Krome dedided t o  be  more s p e c i f i c ,  s o  i n -
s t a l l e d  a  thermometer i n  a  p a r t i a l l y  enclosed l i t t l e
she l t e r  near  t h e  nu r se r y.

Via t h e  r a i l r o a d  te leg raph  he g o t  word o f  an  expec t -
ed f r o s t  a  f e w  hours be fo re  t h e  t r a i n  announced i t ,
and somehow go t  word t o  Mrs .  Bow t o  watch t h a t  n u r -
sery.  H e  suggested t h a t  she check t h e  thermometer
every hour  as  t h e  temperature would maybe d rop  r a p i d -
l y  once s t a r t e d  dow,mard. I n  case i t  neared t h e  dan-
get p o i n t ,  she  was t o  r u s h  t o  t h e  c o r n e r,  where L .  R .
Nixon l i v e d  i n  an o l d  p o l e  house, and wake h im  t o
come a t  once and s t a r t  t h e  f i r e s .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  when
an ac re  was c lea red  f o r  p l a n t i n g  t h e  l o g s  and stumps,
e t c .  were p i l e d  around i t ,  f e n c e  f a s h i o n  t o  be  used
f o r  smudge i n  case o f  f r o s t  danger.
Mrs. Bow f e l t  a  d i s t i n c t  change i n  t h e  weather e a r l y
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i n  t he  evening so  went across t h e  road t o  check and
found t h e  t h i n g  r eg i s t e red  j u s t  about  summer hea t .
Natura l l y  she was puzzled and t h e  n e x t  hour  i t  s tood
the same a l though she f e l t  i t  was much c o l d e r.  T h e
only s o l u t i o n  t o  h e r  mind was t h a t  she must be  coming
down w i t h  something and had h i g h  f e v e r .  A f t e r  seve r -
a l  t r i p s  she was f u l l y  convinced t h i s  was i t ,  s o  f o r
fear  she would n o t  be  a b l e  t o  make many more t r i p s
she wrapped Mac i n  a  b l a n k e t  and t o o k  h im a long nex t
t r i p  and bedded h im  down near  a  l o g .  S h e  then  wrapp-
ed h e r s e l f  i n  another  b lanke t  and hoped t o  be  ab le
somehow t o  s t i c k  i t  o u t  i n  case i t  r e a l l y  d i d  g e t
cold and she planned t h e n  t o  wake Mac and send h im  t o
arouse Mr.  N ixon s i nce  she would p robab ly  be t o o  i l l
to make t h e  s h o r t  t r i p  h e r s e l f .

She must have dozed o f f  f o r  n e x t  she heard was Mr.
Nixon's f r i gh tened  v o i c e  ask ing  why she had n o t  c a l l -
ed h im sooner.  H e  ordered h e r  t o  h e l p  l i g h t  t h e  p i l e s
and when she g o t  back t o  where she and Mac had been
s i t t i n g ,  she  g o t  a  chance t o  t e l l  h im  i t  was n o t  c o l d
at a l l  -  t h e  thermometer never  had v a r i e d  a  degree
a l l  n i g h t .  H e  looked a r  h e r  i n  amazement and stepped
over t o  have a  l o o k  f o r  h i m s e l f  and a  n i c e  tabby  c a t
leaped o u t  o f  t h e  box and i n t o  t h e  pa lmet tos .  E v i -
dent ly  she had been keeping t h e  thermometer and h e r -
se l f  warm i n  t h a t  n i c e  l i t t l e  weather s h e l t e r b o x .

Here i s  another  c o l d  snap I  heard l o n g  ago.  I t  a l -
ways seemed t o  f r o s t  most around t h a t  co rne r  t h a t
now i s  Krome and Avocado, and a f t e r  a  k i l l i n g  f r o s t
one w i n t e r  severa l  o f  t h e  men were gathered a t  t h e
Post O f f i c e  i n  Doubal 's  S t o r e  -  I t  was r e a l l y  j u s t  a
three quar te rs  p a r t i t i o n  t o  separa te  a  s m a l l  s e c t i o n
from the  s t o r e  p r o p e r.  T h e  men were d i scuss ing  what
i t  was a t  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  p l ace  s i n c e  many had t h e r -
mometers by  t h a t  t i m e .  F i n a l l y  t h e  man s o r t i n g  m a i l
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could s tand i t  no l o n g e r  and he  t h r u s t  up t h e  l i t t l e
d e l i v e r y  window and s t u c k  h i s  head o u t  and s a i d  —
"Don't  you f e l l e r s  know you c a n ' t  depend o n  them
things when you leave  them hanging o u t  i n  t h e  weather?
and slammed down t h e  window.

The complaints ended i n  one round o f  l a u g h t e r  and
everyone was o f f  t o  see what he cou ld  sa lvage  o f
h is  c r o p .

CHAPTER LXV

About two years  a f t e r  we moved down here  — t h a t  i s
the two Aunts — Uncle  W i l l  Park  was t a k i n g  a  t r i p
through t h e  Ho ly  Land w i t h  o t h e r  r e t i r e d  m i n i s t e r s .
He s e n t  a  kodak p i c t u r e  o f  h i m s e l f  a s t r i d e  a  donkey.
That sparked an  idea  i n  Aun t y ' s  head. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n
was a  s e r i o u s  problem here .  S h e  decided a  donkey
would s o l v e  i t  so  a l l  t h a t  summer i t  seemed t o  me
we spent  t h e  major  p a r t  o f  o u r  t i m e  l e a f i n g  t h r o u g h
mail o r d e r  cata logues t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  a  wagon sma l l
enough f o r  a  donkey t o  p u l l  o r  w r i t i n g  here  and t h e r e
t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  a  donkey.  Mean t ime  Aunty  had a  shed
b u i l t  and a  r u n  way fenced i n  be ing  hope fu l  a l l  would
end w e l l .

I t  was i n  November t h a t  Aunt  Anna wro te  me t h e y  had
f i n a l l y  l e a r n e d  o f  a  donkey f o r  s a l e ,  and Aunty  had
gone t o  Miami t o  see about  i t .  S h e  bought i t  and a
small buggy t h a t  went w i t h  t h e  o u t f i t .  S h e  planned
to d r i v e  down a lone ,  s t a r t i n g  t h e  day be fo re  Thanks—
giv ing ,  b u t  t h e  l i t t l e  boy who owned T r i x  wanted t o
accompany h e r  and see where h i s  p e t  was t o  l i v e ,  s o
they s t a r t e d  o u t  t o g e t h e r  a t  day b reak .

Aunty f e l t  t h e  t w o  o f  them made t o o  heavy a  l o a d
so t h e y  a l t e r n a t e l y  rode and walked and b y  n i g h t
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f a l l  were come p lace  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  about  midway
between Miami and home. N o t  want ing t o  go  f u r t h e r
they began watching f o r  a  house where t h e y  might  g e t
lodging f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  I t  was a l l  p i n e  f o r e s t  you
know w i t h  few  s e t t l e r s  a long  t h e  way.

F i n a l l y  a  l i g h t  shone through t h e  t r e e s  and Aunty
to ld  t h e  boy t o  go peek and see i f  w h i t e  f o l k s  l i v e d
there.  H e  shouted back t h e  g l ad  news t h e y  d i d ,  s o
she drove on up t o  t h e  doo r.  T h e  people k i n d l y  s h a r -
ed t h e i r  one room cab in  w i t h  them. T h e  house w i f e
cooked supper f o r  them and t h e y  s l e p t  on  t h e  f l o o r
w i th  a  b l a n k e t .  N e x t  morning hoping n o t  t o  waken
the people Aunty was about  t o  g e t  up  when t h e  l a d y
of  t h e  house whispered -  "B reak fas t  i n  a  f e w  m inu tes . "
She d i d  n o t  want t o  accept  pay,  b u t  Aunty  i n s i s t e d .

Aunt Anna, n o t  knowing when t h e y  would a r r i v e ,  c o o k -
ed t h e  Thanksgiving d i n n e r  a t  t h e  usua l  hour  hav ing
refused t o  e a t  w i t h  t h e  Brewers expec t ing  Aunty
would be worn o u t  w i t h  t h e  t r i p .  A l l  a f t e rnoon  she
kept p u t t i n g  another  p rec ious  f a g g o t  i n t o  t h e  s m a l l
cook s tove  t o  keep t h e  d i n n e r  h o t ,  and t h e n I s l k i n g
out t o  t h e  t r a i l  t o  see i f  t h e y  were i n  s i g h t .

I t  was dark  when t h e  phone rang  and M r.  Bauer  shou t -
ed "They j u s t  passed h e r e '  and i t  t o o k  a lmost  an  hour
to make t h e  l a s t  two and a  h a l f  m i l e s .  T r i x  ac ted
as i f  she had never  had i t  so  good -  s h e l t e r  -  a  r u n
way and oa t s  every  day.  S h e  immedia te ly  began t r y i n g
to show her  app rec ia t i on  by  p re fo rming  a l l  t h e  t r i c k s
the smal l  boy had t a u g h t  h e r .  T h e  wagon d i d  n o t  s u i t
her fancy  a t  a l l  and i t  was a  morn ing ' s  j o b  t o  g e t
her between t h e  s h a f t s  u s u a l l y.

The l i t t l e  boy l i k e d  i t  so  w e l l  h e  send a  c a r d  home
tha t  he was s t a y i n g  a  week t o  h e l p .  F r o m  h i s  d e -
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par ture on t h e r e  was never  a  d u l l  moment. A u n t y ' s
example s e t  o the rs  hun t i ng  donkeys, and one espec-
i a l l y  I  remember was Jane t h a t  t h e  Chapmans owned.
Nothing cou ld  change h e r  mind a s  t o  t h e  p lace  she
would go ,  s o  Mr.  Chapman mounted a  screened coop i n
the wagon bed f o r  t h e  baby and n a i l e d  an  umbrel la  t o
the back o f  t h e  sea t  w i t h  an  o i l  c l o t h  f l y  t o  p r o t e c t
the baby i n  case o f  a  shower.  Whoever  was d r i v i n g
Jane i n t o  town j u s t  headed h e r  i n  t h e  genera l  d i r e c -
t i o n  o f  t h e  one and o n l y  t r a i l  and t h e n  w i t h  a  maga-
zine o r  book s a t  on  t h e  s e a t  and l e t  t h i n g s  t a k e
t h e i r  course.  R e t u r n i n g  Jane was much s w i f t e r ,  b u t
once a t  t h e  g lade  near  t h e i r  home re fused t o  c ross
so eve ry th ing  had t o  be  taken p iggy -back.  J a n e  mean-
time l o o k i n g  on.  Come morning, though she would be
safe ly  she l te red  under  t h e i r  house which was b u i l t
high because o f  t h e  r i s i n g  water  i n  t h e  r a i n y  season.

Mrs. C o t t o n ' s  o u t f i t  was  much more n i f t y  and h e r  don-
key a  s i z e  b i g g e r.  H i s  f a i l i n g  was h i s  l o v e  o f  open
spaces and a l though  w e l l  behaved on  t h e  t r a i l  once
in  s i g h t  o f  a  c lea red  b i t ,  n o t h i n g  cou ld  p reven t  h im
tak ing o f f  t o  examine i t  c l o s e l y.  M r s .  Co t t on  a l -
ways had t r o u b l e  a t  t h e  co rne r  f o r  t r y  as  she migh t
by wa lk ing  beside h im t o  keep h im f rom seeing t h e  new
c lear ing  a t  t h e  c o r n e r,  h e  sensed i t  and shoved h e r
f i r m l y  a s i d e  and t o o k  o f f  t o  exp lo re ,  a g a i n  r e t u r n -
ing t o  t h e  t r a i l  and w a i t i n g  f o r  h e r  t o  c a t c h  up .

One funny  t h i n g  happened t o  Aunty  -  she  stopped a t
Mrs. Bow's on  an errand and when she u n t i e d  T r i x ,  t h e
donkey t o o k  o f f  be fo re  Aunty  cou ld  c l i m b  i n t o  t h e
buggy. S h e  grabbed t h e  back o f  t h e  s e a t ,  b u t  t h e
pace was t o o  s w i f t  and when she loosened h e r  ho ld  she
took a  l o n g  d i v e  th rough r u t - f i l l e d  w i t h  muddy w a t e r.
She recovered h e r  f e e t  d r i p p i n g  f rom eye brows t o  h e r
toes. M r s .  Bow looked on  i n  h o r r o r ,  and t h e n  dashed
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indoors t o  phone Aunt  Anna t o  s t o p  T r i x  a t  t h e  bend
of t h e  road .  S h e  need n o t  have bothered f o r  about
where t h e  Ba l l a rds  l i v e ,  T r i x  glanced back over  h e r
shoulder, and see ing  no d r i v e r ,  c a r e f u l l y  tu rned  a -
bout and t r o t t e d  back t o  meet Aun ty.  She stopped con -
t r i t e l y  w i t h  drooping ears  w h i l e  Aunty  c l imbed i n  and
t ro t t ed  b e a u t i f u l l y  a l l  t h e  way home.

CHAPTER LXVI

The t a l e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c h u r c h  wedding i n  South Dade
i s  one o f  my most t reasured  ones.  T h e  l i t t l e  church
at t h e  corner  o f  Redland Road and Bauer D r i v e  had n o t
been f i n i s h e d  l o n g ,  s o  t h e r e  was much i n t e r e s t  i n
t h i s  wedding f rom t h a t  s tandpo in t  n o t  t o  ment ion t h a t
we a l l  knew and l oved  t h e  b r i d e  t o  b e .

Mrs. Bow and Mrs .  Booe and Mrs .  Brewer had worked
f a i t h f u l l y  p repar ing  a  program t o  t a k e  up about  h a l f
an hour  as t h e y  r e a l i z e d  people  wa lk ing  would p r o b -
ably a r r i v e  e a r l y  and be  g lad  t o  be  en te r ta ined  w h i l e
wai t ing .  E d .  Brooker  had been commissioned t o  make
a t r i p  t o  Miami t o  b r i n g  down t h i n g s  s i n c e  he  had
one o f  t h e  few automobi les a t  t h a t  t i m e .  E v e r y t h i n g
was i n  readiness and t h e  program s t a r t e d  o f  a u s p i c -
ious ly.  -  A t  t h e  end o f  i t  someone came and wh ispe r -
ed t o  Mrs.  Brewer and a f t e r  a  conference w i t h  Mrs .
Bow and Mrs .  Booe t h e y  repeated t h e  whole program.
There was a  l e a k  i n  t h e  be l lows  o f  t h a t  organ and
poor Mrs. Bow had t o  pump f a s t  and f u r i o u s l y  t o
keep t h e  sound g o i n g .

Again a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  program someone came and
whispered t o  Mrs.  Brewer and aga in  t h e y  consu l ted
together and d i d  t h e  whole t h i n g  a  t h i r d  t i m e .  O f
course a l l  expected guests  had l o n g  s i n c e  a r r i v e d .
Mrs. Brewer t i p  t oes  down t h e  a i s l e  t o  t r y  t o  do
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something about  t h e  de lay  and t h e n  t hey  heard Ed.
Brooker 's c a r  coming down t h e  road .  H e  appeared a t
the door  and s a i d ,  " W e l l  h e r e ' s  t h e  i c e  cream and
here 's  t h e  coke,  b u t  I  cou ld  n o t  remember what e l s e
i t  was I  had t o  b r i n g . "  A f t e r  a  shocked s i l e n c e  o f
a f e w  seconds everyone spontaneously knew he had
forgo t ten  t h e  preacher -  D r .  Jackson o f  Coconut Grove.

There was a  sudden and i n f o r m a l  d i scuss ion  and t hen
Harvey s t a r t e d  up  h i s  motor  c y c l e  w i t h  a  r o a r  and
was o f f  t o  b r i n g  a  super  annuated Mr.  S t u r g i s  f r om
down i n  t h e  genera l  area o f  t h e  p resent  Na t i ona l
Park, who was homesteading t h e r e .  T h e  guests  began
d r i f t i n g  ou t s i de  when suddenly Mrs.  Kose l  r e c a l l e d
no preacher  o f  another  f a i t h  cou ld  s tand  i n  t h e  a l -
t a r  s e c t i o n  o f  an Episcopal  Church, and she  t o l d  t h e
lad ies t h a t ,  t h e y  f e l l  t o  and d ismant led t h e  church
of i t s  decora t ions  and rushed them over  t o  t h e  Gu i l d
Ha l l  c l o s e  b y,  and b y  t h e  t i m e  Harvey was back w i t h
the preacher a l l  was p e r f e c t l y  i n  o r d e r.  T h e  p r o -
gram was g i v e n  i n  t h e  new s e t t i n g ,  and t h e  ceremony
was g i v e n  w i t h  d i g n i t y .

Of course a f t e r  t h a t  t h e r e  was t h e  usua l  supper  f o r
such a  r a r e  oppo r t un i t y  t o  r a i s e  money f o r  t h e  roads ,
t h i s  cou ld  n o t  be passed up  unnot iced .  L a t e r  a l s o
as usua l  t h e r e  was t h e  dance and p o s s i b l y  b r e a k f a s t
doughnuts and c o f f e e .

Thus was t h e  schedule o f  r i t e s  o f  t h e  church com-
pleted -  communion, bap t i sm and c o n f i r m a t i o n  a t  t h e
dedicat ion and now a wedding. N o  one even though t
i t  should  a l s o  have a  f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e  and as  f a r
as I  know i t  never  had.

CHAPTER LXVI I

There was no f r e s h  water  below Homestead i n  those
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early t imes so  t h e  water  t r a i n  was a  must .  I t  went
down every  day t o  supp ly  t h e  men work ing on t h e  r a i l -
road, and came up every  n i g h t  t o  be  r e f i l l e d  a t  t h e
tank s e t  up i n  Homestead. W e  a l l  knew those bare
fac ts ,  b u t  who r a n  i t  and where he  l i v e d  none o f  us
knew. H e  e v i d e n t l y  had taken  up a  c l a i m  west i n  t h e
area near  Avocado D r i v e  west  o f  Redland Road and
must have gone i n  by  a  b lazed t r a i l .  Someone p rob -
ably t o l d  h im  he would make t i m e  by  go ing  o u t  t h e
t r a i l  n o r t h  o f  Homestead and west  o f  Widows' Row,
but none o f  us  had any  i n k l i n g  o f  a l l  t h a t .

Came a t i m e  one summer when chickens seemed t o  be
disappearing f rom var ious  coops and everyone t a l k e d
about t h a t  when two o r  t h r e e  g o t  t o g e t h e r.  M r s .  Booe
announced she was go ing  t o  shoo t  n e x t  t i m e  she heard
her hens making any f u s s  a t  n i g h t ,  and she  hoped t o
scare away any marauder, human o r  va rm in t  as  she
cal led a l l  w i l d  t h i n g s .  O n e  n i g h t  she heard a  hen
squawking, and immediate ly  went t o  h e r  famous s h u t -
tered window and s h o t  onee o r  t w i c e .  S h e  d i s t i n c t l y
heard f o o t  s teps  runn ing  down t h e  t r a i l  b u t  t h a t
proved no th ing  f o r  she had n o t  heard them around h e r
shack p roper.  T h e  n e x t  n i g h t  about  t h e  same t i m e
she heard a  man w h i s t l i n g  hymn tunes and saw he was
swinging a  l a n t e r n  f r om s i d e  t o  s i d e .  T h a t  k e p t  up
u n t i l  a f t e r  he passed t h e  co rne r  where Aun ty  l i v e d ,
and she heard h im go ing on westward and watched h i s
lantern a l though t h e  w h i s t l i n g  had s topped.  L a t e r
i t  came o u t  he had been i n n o c e n t l y  wending h i s  way
out t o  h i s  c l a i m  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  when Mrs .  Booe 's  t w o
shots rang o u t ,  s o  a s  a  s a f e  guard he  had decided t o
whis t le  and have a  l a n t e r n  t h e r e a f t e r  when go ing  o u t
to h i s  p lace  a f t e r  b r i n g i n g  t h e  w a t e r  t r a i n  back  t o
Homestead t o  be  r e f i l l e d .  M o r n i n g s  h e  t o o k  t h e
shor ter,  b lazed t r a i l  t h rough  t h e  woods back t o  town
as he  could  do i t  ve r y  w e l l  b y  d a y l i g h t .
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CHAPTER LXVI I I

The f i r s t  s t a r  r o u t e  man was a  f r i e n d l y  s o u l  who
made t h e  d a i l y  t r i p  w i t h  a  mule and wagon and where-
ever be was a t  meal t i m e  -  b r e a k f a s t  -  l u n c h  o r
supper he was welcome t o  come i n  and share  t h e  meal .
His schedule was i r r e g u l a r  because go ing  i n t o  town
he o f t e n  went here  and t h e r e  t o  p i c k  up e i t h e r  pas-
sengers, something a  ne ighbor  wanted t a k e n  i n t o  town
and o f t e n  t h e  m a i l  was l a t e  g e t t i n g  i n t o  town and
coming o u t  he always t o o k  t ime  t o  v i s i t  w i t h  t h e
people where he  was l e a v i n g  m a i l  o r  f r e i g h t ,  e t c .
He r e a l l y  was q u i t e  a  wag and everyone l i k e  Mr.
Reynolds v e r y  much.

His p r i c e s  were reasonable and o f t e n ,  o v e r - t a k i n g
someone on  f o o t  he would o f f e r  a  f r e e  r i d e .
One w i n t e r  he was amused t o  see  t h e  same group o f
lad ies day a f t e r  day and he  was a l s o  c u r i o u s  as  t o
what was go ing  on .  T h e  t r u t h  was ca rd  p l a y i n g  had
j u s t  gained a  t o e  ho ld  and Mrs.  B rewer ' s  s i s t e r
Bessie was here  f o r  t h e  w i n t e r ,  and t h e  two o f  them
and e i t h e r  o r  f o u r  o the rs  had formed t h e  o r i g i n a l
card c l u b  he re .  S i n c e  t h e i r  men f o l k s  l e f t  f o r  t h e
f i e l d s  a t  dawn i t  became t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  day t o
hurry  up t h e  b reak fas t  d i shes ,  s e t  t h e  house t o
r i g h t s  and maybe p u t  beans t o  soak i n  readiness f o r
cooking f o r  t h e  evening meal and t h e n  s e t  o u t  t o
wherever t h e  c l u b  was t o  meet t h a t  day -  i t  was a
d a i l y  meeting c l u b  th rough c ropp ing  season, and f i n -
a l l y  Mr.  Reynold 's  c u r i o s i t y  g o t  t h e  b e t t e r  o f  h im.
As he  saw a group o f  them approaching, h e  drew t o
the s i d e  o f  t h e  narrow t r a i l  t o  l e t  them have one
r u t  f o r  wa lk ing ,  and s topped.  W h e n  t h e y  g o t  a long
side t h e  wagon he asked them g rave ly  " A i n ' t  you
women g o t  no home?" A l t h o u g h  r e a l l y  on  t h e  verge o f
being angry w i t h  h im they  had t o  l augh  f o r  r e a l  -
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CHAPTER LXIX

One h i l a r i o u s  t r i p  I  made s t i l l  i s  v i v i d  i n  my mind.
I had been marr ied j u s t  a  f e w  weeks, and Mrs .  S t i l -
ing sen t  me word Octav ia  was i l l  and a t  h e r  house
so would I  p lease  come and spend t h e  day.  W i t h  t h e
donkey f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  I  knew I  must s t a r t  e a r l y .
Lady l u c k  was w i t h  me however, f o r  w i t h  any th ing  t o
fo l l ow  t h a t  donkey would keep up w i t h  i t .  A  l oad  o f
logs was be ing  taken  t o  t h e  m i l l  so  we were r i g h t  i n
back o f  i t  and made t h e  t r i p  i n  a lmost  no  t i m e  f l a t .
Mr. S t i l i n g  t i e d  t h e  donkey t o  t h e  r a i l  o f  t h e i r
porch, and a t  noon t o o k  o u t  t h e  o a t s  I  had brought
along and watered h im.  K n o w i n g  how s low she cou ld  be
wi th  no th ing  t o  race  w i t h ,  I  l e f t  about  two t h i r t y
to be  sure  about  be ing  home t o  cook supper.

I t  had ra ined  hard  west  o f  F l o r i d a  C i t y  and a t
S t r i c k l and ' s  Glade I  was h o r r i f i e d  t o  see t h e  road
was under water  f r om near  t h e  Old B a r r  p lace  on a l -
most t o  t h e  co rne r  and o f  course would be  on  Mowry
Street  once I  t u rned  t h a t  c o r n e r.  T r i x  a b s o l u t e l y
refused t o  c ross  t h a t  s t r e t c h  o f  w a t e r.  I  coaxed
and scolded and used t h e  wh ip ,  b u t  h e r  mind was made
up and darkness was coming on .  T h e r e  was no  p o i n t
in  t u r n i n g  about  f o r  t h e  road n o r t h  i n t o  Homestead
would have a l so  have been under wa te r,  s o  t h e r e  I
sat a lmost  o f  a  mind t o  t i e  h e r  t o  a  t r e e  and wa l k
home. I  heard t h e  chug o f  a  motor  c y c l e  and saw
the head l i g h t s  coming f rom t h e  r e a r .

Harvey p u l l e d  up  a long  s i d e  and s a i d  h e  had become
worried and gone t o  t h e  S t i l i n g  home t o  a s k  when I
had l e f t  t h e r e .  I  d i d  n o t  need t o  e x p l a i n  my p r e -
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dicament f o r  he knew T r i x .  H e  s a i d  he  would r i d e
across and p a r k  t h e  motor  c y c l e  and wade back and
lead h e r  across .  S h e  had o t h e r  i deas ,  and t h e  mo—
ment he s t a r t e d  she was ga lvan ized i n t o  a c t i o n  and
he had a  hard  t i m e  n o t  g e t t i n g  b i t t e n  as she wanted
the r i g h t  o f  way w i t h  no nonsense on  h i s  p a r t .  A n d
tha t  i s  how we made i t  home — he  r i d i n g  s l o w l y  ahead
and me t r y i n g  t o  keep a  s a f e  d i s t ance  f rom h i s  back .

CHAPTER LXX

One o f  t h e  phenomena t o  me was what t h e y  c a l l e d  pot—
holes — t h e y  might  be f r om t h e  s i z e  o f  a  d i s h  pan t o
a space l a r g e  enough t o  a l l o w  gardening i f  you wanted
to r i s k  t h e  water  coming i n  and drowning you r  garden
in  case i t  r a i n e d .

Going t o  t h e  o t h e r  homestead on  Bauer,  o f t e n  we
e i t h e r  had t o  wade a t  what i s  now Waldin and Redland
Roads, and  aga in  a t  Epmore, f o r  i t  was l o w  both  plac—
es, and e a s i l y  f l ooded .  I n  case we decided t o  t a k e
the h i ghe r  pa th  i t  l e d  u s  i n  nearer  t h e  Spencer p l ace
and i t  was t h e r e  I  became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  those  so
cal led p o t  ho les .  A l o n g  t h a t  pa th  t h e r e  was one about  1 1 1 1
the s i z e  o f  a  wash t u b .  Somet imes i t  was d r y  w i t h
white sand i n  t h e  bot tom, and a t  o t h e r  t imes  i t  was
more than  h a l f  f u l l ,  w i t h  f i s h e s  swimming i n  i t .
Near t h e  f r o n t  door  o f  what i s  now t h e  B a l l a r d  home
there was a -somewhat s m a l l e r  one.  Someone — maybe
the McClure c h i l d r e n  — had b e a u t i f i e d  i t  w i t h  f e r n s  1 1 1
and w i l d  f l o w e r s ,  a n d  always e n t e r i n g  t h e  p l a c e ,
there was a  l i t t l e  t h r i l l  o f  exc i tement  as  t o  whether
i t  would be  empty o r  f i l l e d  w i t h  f i s h  swimming t h e r e i n .

I 1

Over on what i s  Krome near  Biscayne t h e r e  used t o  be
several  r a t h e r  deep ones where I  heard t h e  c h i l d r e n
of  t h e  Hooker f a m i l y  l i v i n g  t h e r e  t e l l  t h a t  t h e i r
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f a the r  had a  l adde r  down i n t o  them and r a i s e d  veg-
etables down the re  because t h e  s o i l  was so  f e r t i l e .
Out i n  t h e  hammocks have heard o f  much l a r g e r  ones -
as f o r  i ns tance  t h e  one i n  which t h e  McLean's oxen
f e l l  t o  t h e i r  death .

CHAPTER LXXI

This i s  a  b i t  o f  h i s t o r i c  l o r e  t h a t  a lmost  s l i p p e d
my mind.  W h a t  i s  now the  Na t i ona l  Everglades Park
was n o t  even contemplated, b u t  t h a t  area o f  Para-
dise Key was t h e  swanky-key s e c t i o n  f o r  p leasure
t r i p s  f o r  t h e  w e l l  t o  do  o f  t h e  coun t r ys ide .

We o f  t h e  Hoi  p i l o i  heard o f  those  marvel lous palms
and t h e  oaks covered w i t h  g ray  moss and t h e  marvels
of  be ing  i n s i d e  a  hammock w i t h  env ious f e e l i n g s .
Suddenly a  rumor s t a r t e d  t h a t  t h e  so  c a l l e d  Woman's
Club Park o f  t h a t  t i m e  was t o  Lecome p a r t  o f  t h e
State Park Group, and t h a t  a  d e d i c a t i o n  was be ing
planned. T h e  Women's Clubs had managed t o  b u i l d  a
sor t  o f  c l u b  house where members cou ld  spend week-
ends f o r  a  cons ide ra t i on ,  and t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  was t o
be t h e r e .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  two l o c a l  c l u b s  -  t h a t
of Homestead and Redland were f eud ing  b i t t e r l y  ove r
some i ssue  I  never  knew, b u t  bo th  were t o  be  prom-
inent i n  t h i s  wonder fu l  d e d i c a t i o n .  T h e  feud ing
seeped i n t o  t h e  p lans  f o r  t h e  d i n n e r.  M r s .  Tom
Evans, who was p res iden t  o f  t h e  Homestead C lub  I
bel ieve,  f a n c i e d  a  t y p i c a l  Homesteaders d i n n e r  -  a
beef s tew o f  r e a l  bee f  o f  course and n o t  t h e  canned
roast bee f  o f  homesteading days -  w i t h  vegetables
and poss i b l y  c o l e  s l aw  and l i m e  o r  banana p i e  and
coffee o r  course.

Glad Walton who was e i t h e r  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  r i v a l
club o r  chairman o f  t h e  ref reshment  committee
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thought t h e  v i s i t o r s  f r om  more c i t i f i e d  c l u b s  would
p re fe r  a  d a i n t y  l unch  o f  say  ch icken  sa lad  and a s —
sorted sandwiches and j e l l o  w i t h  whipped cream, and
lime ade i n  q u a n t i t y.  T h e  arguments grew h o t  and
h o t t e r,  and s i n c e  bo th  Mrs.  Evans and Mrs .  Wal ton
were f r i e n d s  o f  mine I  heard b o t h  s i des  r epea ted l y.
The quest ion  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  t h e  food was a
problem i n  e i t h e r  case — To  g e t  food t h e r e  a l ready
cooked was a b s o l u t e l y  necessary,  and Mrs .  Evans a r —
gued he rs  cou ld  be  cooked a t  home and reheated o v e r
an open f i r e ,  a l s o  suggest ive  o f  o l d  days .  G l a d
argued a  coup le  o r  t h r e e  hundred pound cakes o f  i c e
would keep h e r  menu p e r f e c t l y .

Meantime t h e  members o f  t h e  c lubs  were i n  a  quandry.
Not o n l y  o u r  c l ubs ,  b u t  e v i d e n t l y  up s t a t e  ones f o r
when t h e  day a r r i v e d  t h e y  had n o t  s t r u c k  a  medium
as t o  c l o t h e s ,  butby—lassed each o t h e r .  T h o s e  u p —
sta te  came i n  p r i n t s  and k a k h i  s u i t s  and t h e  l i k e ,
whi le  o the rs  o f  t h i s  area had been on shopping t r i p s
to Miami t h a t  t h e y  might  n o t  appear t o  be  i g n o r a n t
as t o  what a  w e l l  dressed c l u b  woman should wear on
such an  ausp ic ious  occas ion.

Since I  was n o t  a  member I  was n o t  among those  pre—
sent a t  t h e  Park ,  b u t  my Aunt  went as  t h e  gues t  o f
Mrs. Wo l fe ,  S r .  and when t hey  re tu rned  I  g o t  a l l  t h e
d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  h i l a r i o u s  meet ing.

I do  n o t  remember how Mrs. B lakes ley  happened t o  be
chairman o f  t h e  program, b u t  anyhow i t  was she who
r e a l l y  s t a r t e d  t h i n g s  o f f  on  t h e  wrong f o o t .

She had decided t h e  f i r s t  c l u b  formed he re  shou ld  be
f i r s t  t o  answer r o l l  c a l l ,  and t e l l  what  t h e y  f e l t
they had achieved,  s o  she c a l l s  f o r  t h e  W.C.T.U. b u t
before t h a t  l i t t l e  Pres iden t  Mrs.  Soper,  S r .  c o u l d
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be heard,  t h e  Pres iden t  o f  t h e  Redland C lub ,  t h i n k i n g
there must have been a m is take ,  s i n c e  t h e y  were o f
course, i n  he r  mind t h e  ou ts tand ing  o rgan i za t i on  down
here, was on  he r  f e e t  and read ing  o f f  a l l  t h e  wonder-
f u l  t h i n g s  t h e y  had done -  a  c l u b  house b u i l t ,  and
furnished, s c h o l a r s h i p  es tab l i shed ,  programs t o  a t -
t r a c t  t o u r i s t s ,  peop le  who w in tered  r e g u l a r l y  i n  t h e
Redland Sec t ion  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and numerous o t h e r
th ings.  N o  one ever  exp la ined j u s t  why no one d i s -
covered t h e  mistake o r  t o o k  i s s u e ,  s o  h e r  r e p o r t  went
over on record  as  f r om  W.C.T.U. O n  down t h e  l i s t  i t
went, o n  and on  f o r  Mrs.  B l a k e s l e y ' s  r u l e s  o f  e t i -
quette t h e  hostess c l u b  should be  l a s t  t o  r e p o r t .
When she f i n a l l y  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  r e p o r t  on  t h e  Redland
Woman's Club t h e  Pres ident  r ose  and announced i t  was
already on reco rd ,  b u t  Mrs.  B lakes ley  begged t o  d i f -
f e r  w i t h  h e r,  a s  i t  had a l ready  been approved and
was on t h e  books as  t h e  W.C.T.U. ,  and I  have eve r
since wondered i f  i t  had t o  s t a y  t h a t  way.

Mrs. Wol fe  and my Aunt  were o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  b o t h
menus were t h e r e  f o r  you t o  make a  cho i ce  f o r  y o u r -
s e l f .  A s  f a r  as  t h e y  knew t h e  v i s i t i n g  c l u b  women
never knew they  had wi tnessed a  b a t t l e  r o y a l  between
the Women's Clubs o f  t h i s  a rea .

CHAPTER LXXI I

Huge anc ien t  t r e e s  s t r e t ched  upward t o  t h e  sky  u n -
mindful o f  I nd ians  pass ing  b y.  O n  nar row wind ing
woodland t r a i l s  made s o f t  b y  needles f r o m  t h e  p i n e
boughs f l u n g  a l o f t .  Racoons  and possums roamed t h e
woods a t  w i l l ,  and panthers  c r i e d  a t  n i g h t  when a l l
was s t i l l .  Q u a i l  were under f o o t ,  w i l d  f o w l  swam
each stream. W i t h  coun t less  f i s h  t h e n  eve ry  p o o l
did teem. W i l l o w  t h i c k e t s  sca t t e red  down t h e  g lade
sheltered t h e  deer  w i t h i n  t h e i r  c o o l i n g  shade.
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Indians wandered, t h e r e  was no need t o  s t o r e  food  i n
camp s i t e s  t h e r e  was always more. T h e  k o o t i e  r o o t
they ground t o  make t h e i r  bread,  a l o n g  t h e  shores
on coconuts t h e y  f e d .  O n e  day some s h i p s  came c l o s e
in  t o  t h e  l and  where I nd i ans  res ted  i n  a  m igh ty  band.
Came s p u r t s  o f  f lame and cannon's  u g l y  r o a r ,  Some
Indians f e l l  dead a long  t h a t  shore .  Others  f l e d  -
t h e i r  o n l y  hope was f l i g h t ,  C o u l d  t h e y  engage i n
combat ' g a i n s t  t h e  w h i t e ,  a n '  m igh t?  F led t o  t h e
Glades t h a t  l and  o f  mys te ry,  B u t  t h a t  was be fo re  o u r
c i t y ' s  h i s t o r y .  Ye a r s  passed -  surveyors  came t o
blaze t h e  way, F o r  F l a g l e r ' s  r a i l r o a d  -  I  have heard
old t i m e r s  s a y,  T h r i c e  camp f o l l o w e r s  behind s u r -
vey9rs came and s taked o f f  p l a t s  o f  l a n d  t h e y  c a l l e d
a " c l a i m "  -  T h e y  disappeared and t i m e  went on  apacei
And l a t e r  o the rs  came t o  f i l l  e a c h  p lace  -  Work once
star ted t h e  r a i l r o a d  was assured -  I n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y -
side land  seekers poured.  A l o n g  t h e  one l o n g  t r a i l
on e i t h e r  s i d e  -  Homesteader's shacks were s c a t t e r e d
f a r  and w ide .  Gossmans, Dan Rober ts ,  Twede l l s ,
F ro r iep ,  Myers -  Soper,  K o s e l ,  M a r t i n ,  Spencer,  Hun t ,
Hiers ,  Brewers,  Bauer,  S u l l i v a n  and G r e n n e l l .
F i t z p a t r i c k ,  S tewar ts ,  Mayo, L e t  me t e l l  o f  l a d i e s
who t ook  c la ims  on Widow's Row -  Miss Lewis ,  Mes-
dames F inch ,  Merck,  Booe, Bow.
Exact ly  where t h e  r a i l r o a d  came, W i l l  Horne and I d a
l i ved  l o n e l y  b u t  n o t  f o r l o r n .  F o r  t hey  s taked c l a ims
f o r  a l l  t h e i r  K i t h  and K i n  -  T h e y  knew t h e  Caves
and Campbells soon would come i n  -  O f f  t o  t h e  n o r t h
near t h e  expected t r a c k ,  The Kings and Frees each
had t h e i r  l i t t l e  shacks,  A s k e d  why t h e y  came t h e y
each would have s a i d  t h e  same -  "We came t o  Homestead
and t h a t ' s  how i t  g o t  i t s  name".

I  c a n ' t  remember a l l  l e t  me sans rhymes. L i s t  o t h e r
honored Names o f  those e a r l y  t imes .

Kromer P a r l a n ,  F r e d e r i c k s ,  Baukn igh t ,  Lehman, Cap-
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l i n g e r,  Raab,
aker,  Evans, J
H i l l ,  L i n t n e r ,
berger,  C a s t e l
Loveland, Ewin
Waldin, Widow
Brooker, Henry
Boys, D r .  Broo.
Nurdens, Newt°,
Beach, Wi l l i am.
Fraz ie rs ,  A l l ey
Lonnie C o f f i n ,
L iv ingstons,  V
Richards, L i n d

The idea i s  t o
those wonderfu
on t h e  l i s t ,  p .
to  honor  a l l  t l
s ide what i t  i !
the w o r l d .
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l i n g e r,  Raab, Gr ie tzbach,  B r a n t l e y  Schumacher, Long-
aker,  Evans, J o y,  C a r t e r ,  Wal ton,  L o f t o n ,  Connet
H i l l ,  L i n t n e r ,  Moody, Plummer, H i l l i a r d ,  Engens-
berger,  Cas te l l ow,  Ye t t e r , I n d g r i n ,  H a i n l i n ,  C a l k i n s ,
Loveland, Ewing,  L i n s c o t t ,  Goodburn, Cowan, Marsh,
Waldin, Widow McLean, McFarland, Lonn ie  Horne, Ed .
Brooker, Henry Brooker,  Tom Brooker,  The Kn igh t
Boys, D r .  Brooks,  S t u r g i s ,  Tower,  F l o r a ,  Burdens,
Nurdens, Newton, A .  A .  C o l l i n s ,  Denn is ,  Hor tons ,
Beach, W i l l i a m s ,  Ransom, Simmons, E ichenber ry,
Fraz iers,  A l l e n ,  Canan, Mary Lewis ,  Tom Post ,
Lonnie C o f f i n ,  T h e  Mahans, The S c o t t  Caves, t h e
Liv ingstons, The Mowry Fami l y,  Rober t  i f u t l and ,
Richards, L indg ren .

The idea  i s  t o  g e t  a  complete l i s t  as  p o s s i b l e  o f
those wonderful  o l d  t i m e r s .  S o  i f  you r  name i s  n o t
on t h e  l i s t ,  p lease  c a l l  b y  and t e l l  me, f o r  I  w i sh
to honor a l l  t hose  who helped t o  make t h i s  c o u n t r y -
side what i t  i s  today  -  The l o v l i e s t  p l a c e  i n  a l l
the wor ld .

*  *  *
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