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Creator(s):  Estefana Hernandez
Extent: 1.2 linear feet (3 boxes), 1.2 linear feet (1 box), 1.1 linear feet (1 phonograph), 0.5 linear feet (4 framed items)
Accession Numbers:  AC 2024.005 and 2024.007
Language:  English and Spanish
Processed by:  Katherine Fleming, Erika Marrero

Acquisition Information:  
Donated by Alicia Bennett

Cite as:  Estefana Hernandez Papers

Biographical and Organizational History:
[bookmark: _Hlk209099053]Estefana Silva Hernandez was born at San Luis Potosi, Mexico, on December 25, 1936, and died January 24, 2024 in South Florida [possibly Florida City].  She relocated to the United States in 1953.  She married Pablo Hernandez [possibly Pablo S. Hernandez (July 29, 1917-December 25, 1991)] and together they had three sons and three daughters.  They opened their first restaurant the Hernandez Tortilleria in 1976.  Estefana became the owner of the well-known Mexica Restaurant El Toro Taco [The 1979 and 1980 City Directories list Estefana as a cook at El Toro Taco].  She was known for her contributions to the community.

Obituary:  Estefana Silva Hernandez, born 26 Dec 1936.
Estefana Silva Hernandez, age 87, of Homestead, Florida passed away on Wednesday, January 24, 2024.  Estefana is survived by her daughter Emma S. Hernandez; her son Hector M. Hernandez; her son Jose Hernandez; and her daughter Alicia Bennett.  Estefana was preceded in death by her son Adan Hernandez and her daughter Telvina Gutierrez.  A visitation for Estefana will be held Sunday, January 28, 2024 from 2:00 PM to 5:30 PM at Homestead Seventh Day Adventist Church, 1117 NE 1st Terr, Homestead, FL 33033. A graveside service will occur Monday, January 29, 2024 from 11:00 AM to 11:30 AM at Caballero Rivero Palms Woodlawn, 27100 Old Dixie Hwy., Naranja, FL 33032.

[bookmark: _Toc329960328]Scope and Content:
Content includes awards, plaques, and newspaper clippings in honor of Estefana Silva Hernandez; framed pictures hung in El Toro Taco, and personal affects including 78 rpm phonograph records, crochet doilies, and crochet magazines.
Arrangement:
The collection is organized into two series: Personal and El Toro Taco.  Personal series is split into five subseries. 

Subjects:
Awards
Boleros (music)
Bottle holders
Businesswomen--United States
Carbonated beverage bottles
Conjunto music
Corridos
Crocheting--Patterns 
Crocheting—Periodicals
Doilies
Folk music--Mexico
Hernandez, Estefana, 1936-2024
Hispanic Americans
Hurricanes—United States
Mexican Americans
Polkas
Popular music--Mexico
Portable phonographs
Racetracks (Automobile racing)
Rancheras
Songs, Spanish
Sound recordings
United States--Air Force—Thunderbirds

Related Collections:
None.

Box	Folder	Contents
Series 1:  Personal
Subseries 1:  Awards, interests, family, 1978-2017
1	0	Townhall Museum Research on Phonograph; United States Patent Office, article from November 29, 2021, “Antique Phonograph Needles: Choosing the Right Size & Type.”
1 1a	Mounted on wood “Our Heritage, Our History, Our Family.”  Mexican-American Council recognition of the family of Pablo and Estefania Hernandez for being a pioneer Mexican-American family in Miami-Dade County, September 16, 2006.
1	1b	“Life Time Achievement Award to Estefana Hernandez” presented by Mexican-American Council November 19, 2016.
1	1c	“Excellence in Business Award” to El Toro Taco presented by Florida House of Representatives August 4, 2017.

Box	Folder	Contents
1	2	Centro Campesino’s First Annual Mexican Folkloric Extravaganza Featuring the Casita Dancers; South Dade High Auditorium; May 26, 1990.
1	3	Abstract of Title, Dade County; Section 31, Township 56 South, Range 39 East [167th Street]. To Hernandez April 18, 1980.
1	4a	“El Arte de Tejer al Crochet 78.” Published in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Receipt from Libreria Cervantes for 10.35 on inside cover.
1	4b	“Guanchillo Artistico.” Published 1978 in Lyon, France; translated to Spanish.
1	5	Wrapping paper; one side gold, other silver.
[bookmark: _Hlk212648967][bookmark: _Hlk212648823][bookmark: _Hlk211088483]Subseries 2:  Music (78 rpm phonograph records)
2	1	Side A: El Mundo Enganoso by Salvador Garcio con Mariachi; Side B: Maria Bonita by Salvador Garcio con Mariachi. Peerless Records, 78 rpm, item broken.
2	2	Side A: Musical Hawaii Leilani (Wreath of Heaven) Slow Hula, Vocal Chorus by Sol Hoopii and Trio, Sol Hoopii and his Novelty Quartet; Side B: Musical Hawaii To You Sweetheart, Aloha, Hawaiian Foxtrot, Vocal Chorus by Bob Cutter, Sol Hoopii and his Novelty Five. Columbia Records. 
2	3	Side A: Perdonare Tus Faltas by Agapito Zuniga (writer), Los Desveladores by Agapito-Juan-Chepe-Rafael (performers); Side B:  Garantia by Juan Colorado (writer/performer) and Agapito-Juan-Chepe-Rafael (performers). Ideal Records, 78 rpm, Bolero record, edge of item chipped, digital version on archive.org
2	4	Side A: Triguenita by Jesus Ramos (writer) and Manuel S. Acuna y su conjunto con Los Madrugadore (performers); Side B: Tarde o Temprano by Victor Cordero (writer) and Manuel S. Acuna y su conjunto con Los Madrugadore (performers). Discos Imperiales, Side A is a Cancion Ranchera, Side B is a Corrido.
2	5	El Durazno De La Pelicula Mexicanos Al Grito De Guerra by Pedro Infante con Mariachi; Side B: Soldado Raso by Felipe Valdes Leal (writer) and Pedro Infante con Mariachi (performers). Peerless Records, Side A is a Cancion, Side B is a Corrido, M.I.R. No. 19263 – April 7, 1921, edge of item broken.
2	6	Side A: Altanera by Nincendro Mier (writer) and Los Montaneses del Alamo (sung by: Jaime y Nicandro Mier); Side B:Amistosamente by Pedro Mier (writer) and Los Montaneses del Alamo (performer). Columbia Records, 78 rpm, Side A is a Ranchera, Side B is a Polka, item chipped on edges.
2	7	Side A: Flora Marchita by L. Moreno (writer) and Hermanas Mendoza con El Mariachi El Prado (performers); Side B:De Que Te Sirve by V. Cordero (writer) and Hermanas Mendoza con El Mariachi El Prado (performers). Imperial Records, Side A is a Ranchera, Side B is a Polka.
2	8	Side A: Exodo by E. Gold (writer) and Los Teen Tops (performers); Side B: Rock Del Rio Rojo by King-Mack Mendosohn (writer) and Los Teen Tops (performers). Columbia Records, 78 rpm, Instrumental record, chipped edges.
2	9	Sonsa-Fox Trot by El Ciego Melquiades, Violin con Guitarra y Cello; Side B: Side A: La Tres Elviras-Mazurka by El Ciego Melquiades, Violin con Guitarra y Cello. Bluebird Records, 78 rpm, item broken.

Box	Folder	Contents
2	10	Side A: Por La Vuelta by Tinelly-Cadicamo (writer) and Dr. Alphonso Ortiz Tirado con Juan S. Garrido y su Orquestra (performers); Side B: Crepusculo by Antonio Allegre (writer) and Dr. Alphonso Ortiz Tirado con Juan S. Garrido y su Orquestra (performers). Okeh Records, 78 rpm, Side A is a Tango, Side B is a Bolero.
Subseries 3:  Crafts, no dates
3	1	Crocheted yellow doily, patterned to mimic the sun, 56 in. circumference.
3	2	Crocheted pink and white doily, patterned to mimic a flower, 20 in. circumference.
3	3	Crocheted white doily, 15 in. circumference.
3	4	Crocheted white doily, 20 in. circumference.
3	5	Crocheted red doily, 7 in. circumference.
3	6	Crocheted white, yellow, and green doily, patterned to mimic daisies in grass, 88 in. circumference.
Subseries 4:  Artifacts, 1990, 1995
4	1	First Place 1990 Parade Trophy awarded by Mexican American Cultural Council.
4	2	6 Pack of Coke bottles for the inauguration of the Homestead Speedway, 1995.
5	1	      Phonograph, Le Bonsieur, Patent 1,754,416.  Phonographic turntable and    
 		      original needle.
Series 2: El Toro Taco, 1997-2003
1 Framed, enlarged Miami Herald article, July 11, 1997, “Taste home cooking, Homestead style, at El Toro Taco.” Detailed description of food and prices. Article clipping, “Best Fajita,” included in bottom right corner. 
2 Framed image “To El Toro Taco” of The USAF Thunderbirds in flight, signed by the crew.
3 Framed, image of the Hurricane Hunters plane.  “El Toro Taco – Thanks for your support.”  Signed by the Hurricane Hunters members.
4 Framed Certificate of Appreciation by Miami-Dade County Office of the Mayor and Board County Commissioners dedicated to Estefana Hernandez, Proclamation naming December 16, 2003 Estefana Hernandez Day in Florida City and all of South Dade, Newspaper article “Estefana Hernandez Day,” Newspaper clipping of Estefana with her family “Matriarch Honored,” Dade Key, 5 photos of Estefana accepting her the Dade Key.
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